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next few weeks, but it will be 
good in years to come,” Zenner 
said. 

The late duck season begins 
on Oct. 13 in the north zone, 
Oct. 20 in the south zone and 
Oct. 27 in the Missouri River 
zone.

EARLY GOOSE 
HUNTING 

OPPORTUNITIES 
LOOK GOOD

Goose hunters should have 
more opportunities to field 
hunt when the season opens 
this year than they do most 
years because the crop harvest 
has started earlier than usual. 

“Most goose hunting is 
done on land in harvested crop 
fields, so the drought should 
have less of an impact on these 
hunters,” Zenner said. 

The Canada goose season 
opens in the north zone on Sept. 
29, followed by south zone on 
Oct. 6 and the Missouri River 
zone on Oct. 13.

IOWA WETLAND 
REPORT AVAILABLE 

ONLINE
The Iowa Department of 

Natural Resources provides a 
report on Iowa’s wetland condi-
tions prior to each duck season 
opening. To see the report, go 
online:

www.iowadnr.gov/Hunt-
ing/MigratoryGameBirds/
WetlandHabitatConditions.
aspx

IOWA PHEASANT 
POPULATION SHOWS 

INcREASE AfTER 
MILD WINTER AND 

SPRING
The Iowa Department of 

Natural Resources’ (DNR) 
2012 August Upland Wildlife 
Roadside Survey shows the 
statewide pheasant population 
has increased 16 percent when 
compared to last year.

“We expected to see an 
increase after the first mild 
winter in five years and we 
have, but it will take another 
two to three years of good 
weather for the population to 
fully recover from five straight 
years of heavy snow and cool 
wet springs,” said Todd Bo-
genschutz, upland wildlife 
research biologist for the DNR. 

The average birds counted 
per 30 mile route statewide in-
creased from 6.8 birds to 8 birds 
in 2012. The highest pheasant 
counts per route are in the 
northwest region, with 16, cen-
tral region, with 13, and north 
central region with 10. The 
survey also showed an increase 
in the number of partridge and 
quail, while cottontail numbers 
were unchanged. 

While the pheasant recov-
ery is not as large as predicted, 
it is a step in the right direction 
and hunters should see a few 
more birds while hunting this 
fall. The 2012 pheasant hunting 
season runs from October 27 
through January 10, 2013. 

“Well managed habitat is 
also critical for recovery,” Bo-
genschutz said. “The DNR has 

worked with private landown-
ers to improve wildlife habitat 
on more than 7,000 acres of 
private lands in exchange for 
access for hunters.” Informa-
tion on Iowa’s Habitat Access 
Program is available:

www.iowadnr.gov/Hunt-
ing/PlacestoHuntShoot/Habi-
tatAccessProgram.aspx  

The DNR has been work-
ing with Pheasants Forever 
to expand our cooperative 
partnership working with pri-
vate landowners to improve 
habitat.” An important part of 
this effort is the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) and 
this effort is critical for pheasant 
to recovery in Iowa.

“We no longer have hay 
or small grain fields to raise 
pheasants,” said Bogenschutz. 
“CRP is a key habitat for the 
birds on private lands.” U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
information shows 288 square 
miles of CRP fields expire next 
year in Iowa. 

The full roadside report 
can be downloaded from the 
department’s webpage:

ht tp ://www.iowadnr.
gov/Hunting/PheasantSmall-
Game/AugustRoadsideSur-
veyData.aspx

KANSAS
YOUTH PHEASANT 

AND QUAIL SEASON 
NOV. 3-4

Young hunters get chance 
to hunt before regular pheasant 
and quail season opens 

Those of us who’ve hunted 
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pheasants and quail for years 
have the second Saturday in 
November indelibly marked 
on our mind’s calendar. That’s 
the traditional opening day of 
Kansas’ pheasant and quail 
seasons, and rain or shine, 
good bird populations or not, 
we’ll honor our bird hunting 
heritage and get out in the fields 
on opening day. However, the 
weekend before opening day is 
perhaps even more important 
to our youth and our hunting 
traditions. 

November 3-4 are reserved 
for youth 16 and younger to 
hunt pheasants and quail under 
adult supervision. The youth 
season was established as part 
of the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife, Parks and Tourism’s 
Pass It On program, which is 
designed to recruit and retain 
hunters. The youth season pro-
vides young hunters and their 
mentors the opportunity to be 
in the field before the crowds 
of opening day. Adults may not 
hunt. Public lands and Walk-In 
Hunting Access lands are open, 
and hunting pressure is usually 
light. Adult mentors can pass 
on their hunting knowledge to 
youth without giving up their 
own opening day traditions. 

Resident youth 15 and 
younger do not need anything 
other than an adult supervisor 
to hunt during the youth sea-
son. Hunter education certifica-
tion is recommended but not 
necessary as long as the youth 
hunts under adult supervision. 
Sixteen-year-old hunters need a 
hunting license and hunter edu-
cation is required to purchase 

a hunting license, unless they 
opt for the apprentice license. 
Anyone 16 or older who has not 
completed an approved hunter 
education course may purchase 
an apprentice license, which is a 
one-time deferral of the hunter 
education requirement. Adult 
supervision is required at all 
times for an apprentice license 
holder, even during the regular 
season. 

Daily bag limits during the 
youth pheasant and quail sea-
son are half those of the regular 
season; 2 rooster pheasants and 
4 quail. 

An annual resident hunt-
ing license is $20.50. However, 
resident youth age 16-21 qualify 
for a multi-year hunting license, 
which is valid through the year 
they turn 21. It’s a bargain at 
$42.50 for the hunting license 
and $72.50 for the combination 
hunting/fishing license. 

2012 UPLAND BIRD 
fOREcAST ONLINE
While some areas of central, 

northcentral, and northwest 
Kansas may offer some good 
hunting, drought and heat have 
reduced bird numbers

The Kansas Department 
of Wildlife, Parks and Tour-
ism (KDWPT) has released its 
2012 Kansas Upland Bird Fore-
cast, and because of continued 
drought, the state will likely 
experience a below-average 
upland bird season this fall. 
Kansas upland bird hunters 
experienced a down season in 
2011, and this summer’s heat 
and drought in parts of the state 

have not improved upland bird 
prospects for 2012. For those 
willing to hunt hard, there will 
still be pockets of fair bird num-
bers, especially in the northern 
Flint Hills and northcentral and 
northwestern parts of the state. 

Although last winter was 
mild, winter precipitation is im-
portant for spring vegetation, 
which is critical to reproductive 
success, and most of Kansas 
did not get enough winter pre-
cipitation. Pheasant breeding 
populations showed significant 
reductions in 2012, especially 
in primary pheasant range in 
western Kansas. Spring came 
early and hot this year but also 
included fair spring moisture 
until early May, when the pre-
cipitation stopped. Then the 
state experienced record heat 
and drought through the rest of 
the reproductive season. 

Early nesting conditions 
were generally good for prai-
rie chickens and pheasants. 
However, the primary nesting 
habitat for pheasants in western 
Kansas is winter wheat, and in 
2012, Kansas had one of the ear-
liest wheat harvests on record. 
Wheat harvest can destroy 
nests and very young broods. 
The early harvest likely low-
ered pheasant nest- and early-
brood success. The intense heat 
and lack of rain in June and July 
resulted in decreased brood 
cover and insect populations, 
causing lower chick survival for 
all upland game birds. 

Because of drought, all 
counties in Kansas were opened 
to Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) emergency haying 
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or grazing. Many CRP fields, in-
cluding Walk In Hunting Areas 
(WIHA), may be affected. Kan-
sas has more than one million 
acres of WIHA (atlases avail-
able online at ksoutdoors.com 
or at any license vendor). Often, 
older stands of CRP grass need 
disturbance, and haying and 
grazing can improve habitat 
for the next breeding season 
and ultimately be beneficial if 
weather is favorable. 

The regular opening date 
for the pheasant and quail sea-
sons is Nov. 10 for the entire 
state. The previous weekend — 
Nov. 3-4 — is the special youth 
pheasant and quail season. 
Youth participating in the spe-
cial season must be 16 years old 
or younger and accompanied 
by a non-hunting adult who is 
18 or older. All public wildlife 
areas and WIHA tracts will be 
open for public access during 
the special youth season. 

Pheasant
Pheasant breeding popu-

lations dropped by nearly 50 
percent or more across pheas-
ant range from 2011 to 2012, 
resulting in fewer adult hens 
in the population to start the 
2012 nesting season. Drought 
has resulted in less cover and 
insects needed for good pheas-
ant reproduction. Additionally, 
winter wheat serves as ma-
jor nesting habitat for pheas-
ants in western Kansas, and 
a record early wheat harvest 
this summer likely destroyed 
some nests and young broods. 
Then the hot, dry weather set 
in from May to August, the 
primary brood-rearing period 

for pheasants. Insufficient pre-
cipitation and lack of habitat 
and insects throughout the 
state’s primary pheasant range 
resulted in limited produc-
tion. This will reduce hunting 
prospects compared to recent 
years. However, some good op-
portunities to harvest roosters 
in the Sunflower State remain, 
especially for those willing to 
work for their birds. Though 
the drought has taken its toll, 
Kansas still contains a pheasant 
population that will produce a 
harvest in the top three or four 
major pheasant states this year. 

The best areas this year will 
likely be pockets of northwest 
and northcentral Kansas. Popu-
lations in southwest Kansas 
were hit hardest by the 2011-
2012 drought (72 percent de-
cline in breeding population), 
and a very limited amount of 
production occurred this sea-
son due to continued drought 
and limited breeding popula-
tions. 

Quail
The bobwhite breeding 

population in 2012 was gener-
ally stable or improved com-
pared to 2011. Areas in the 
northern Flint Hills and parts of 
northeast Kansas experienced 
improved production this year. 
Much of eastern Kansas has 
seen consistent declines in quail 
populations in recent decades. 
After many years of depressed 
populations, this year ’s re-
bound in quail reproduction 
in eastern Kansas is welcome, 
but overall populations are still 
below historic averages. The 
best quail hunting will be found 

throughout the northern Flint 
Hills and parts of central Kan-
sas. Prolonged drought likely 
impaired production in central 
and western Kansas. 

Prairie Chicken
Kansas is home to greater 

and lesser prairie chickens. 
Both species require a land-
scape of predominately native 
grass. Lesser prairie chickens 
are found in westcentral and 
southwestern Kansas in native 
prairie and nearby stands of 
native grass in CRP. Greater 
prairie chickens are found 
primarily in the tallgrass and 
mixed-grass prairies in the 
eastern one-third and northern 
one-half of the state. 

The spring prairie chicken 
lek survey indicated that most 
populations remained stable 
or declined from last year. 
Declines were likely due to 
extreme drought throughout 
2011. Areas of northcentral 
and northwest Kansas fared 
the best, while areas in south-
central and southwest Kan-
sas experienced the sharpest 
declines where drought was 
most severe. Many areas in the 
Flint Hills were not burned this 
spring due to drought. This 
resulted in far more residual 
grass cover for much improved 
nesting conditions compared to 
recent years. There have been 
some reports of prairie chicken 
broods in these areas, and hunt-
ing will likely be somewhat 
improved compared to recent 
years. 

Because of recent increases 
in prairie chicken (both spe-
cies) populations in northwest 
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Kansas, regulations have been 
revised this year. The early prai-
rie chicken season (Sept. 15-Oct. 
15) and two-bird bag limit has 
been extended into northwest 
Kansas. The northwest unit 
boundary has also been revised 
to include areas north of U.S. 
Highway 96 and west of U.S. 
Highway 281. Additionally, 
all prairie chicken hunters are 
now required to purchase a 
$2.50 prairie chicken permit. 
This permit will allow KDWPT 
to better track hunters and 
harvest, which will improve 
habitat management practices. 
Both species of prairie chicken 
are of conservation concern, 
and the lesser prairie chicken is 
a candidate species for federal 
listing under the Endangered 
Species Act. 

A detailed 2012 Kansas Up-
land Bird Hunting Forecast is 
available online at the KDWPT 
website, ksoutdoors.com. Click 
"Hunting/Upland Birds/Up-
land Bird Regional Forecast" for 
the complete report. 

cROP MANIPULATION 
MAY MAKE fIELDS 

Off-LIMITS TO 
WATERfOWL 

HUNTING
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice issues guidelines, warning
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (USFWS) reminds all 
hunters and landowners of 
federal waterfowl hunting 
regulations concerning crop 
manipulation (baiting). Farm 
producers who use their land 
for hunting or lease the hunt-

ing rights on their land need 
to make sure they are follow-
ing federal waterfowl hunting 
regulations concerning baiting. 

“Waterfowl hunters or land 
managers bear responsibility to 
know and obey all federal and 
state laws regarding migrat-
ing waterfowl,” says Kenny 
Kessler, USFWS special agent. 
“Legal waterfowl hunting can 
occur on manipulated crops 
only if the crop is ‘normally’ 
harvested. Rotary mowing of a 
corn crop, for example, would 
not be a ‘normal’ harvest, and 
hunting waterfowl would not 
be allowed on or near the areas 
manipulated.” 

Hunters should avoid hunt-
ing waterfowl over unharvest-
ed crops that have been tram-
pled by livestock or subjected 
to other types of manipulations, 
such as disked down crops 
where grain has been scattered 
or exposed. Areas where grain 
is present and stored, such as 
grain elevators and grain bins, 
are illegal to hunt waterfowl 
over, as are areas where grain 
is present for the purpose of 
feeding livestock. Additionally, 
hunting over freshly-planted 
wildlife food plots that contain 
exposed grain is illegal. Finally, 
it’s illegal to hunt croplands 
where a crop has been har-
vested and the removed grain is 
redistributed or “added back” 
onto the area where grown. 

On the other hand, wa-
terfowl hunting is allowed in 
fields of unharvested standing 
crops, including over standing 
crops that have been flooded. 
It’s also permissible to flood 

fields after crops are harvested 
and use these areas for water-
fowl hunting. It’s advisable for 
landowners to follow normal 
harvesting timelines if corn 
fields are planned to be used 
for hunting waterfowl. 

For additional information, 
see Waterfowl Hunting and 
Baiting and Dove Hunting and 
Baiting on the USFWS website, 
www.fws.gov, or contact phone 
785-232-5149 or 316-788-4474.

KENTUcKY
KENTUcKIANS GET 
cHANcE AT POLLS 

TO ENSURE RIGHT TO 
HUNT AND fISH

 Kentuckians get the op-
portunity during next month's 
elections to constitutionally so-
lidify their hunting and fishing 
heritage by voting for a consti-
tutional amendment that guar-
antees their personal right to 
hunt, fish and harvest wildlife 
through traditional methods. 

The 2011 Kentucky Gen-
eral Assembly overwhelm-
ingly passed House Bill 1, also 
known as "The Right to Hunt 
and Fish," which established a 
ballot initiative during the No-
vember 2012 general election. 

The Kentucky Department 
of Fish and Wildlife Resources 
worked closely with the bill's 
sponsors, as did the League 
of Kentucky Sportsmen and 
the National Rifle Association. 
The Commonwealth is seek-
ing to join more than a dozen 
other states that already have 
passed constitutional hunt-
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ing or fishing guarantees, in-
cluding Arkansas, Alabama, 
California, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Minnesota, 
Montana, North Dakota, Okla-
homa, Rhode Island, Vermont, 
Virginia, Wisconsin and Alaska. 

Idaho and Nebraska voters 
also get the chance to amend 
their constitutions with similar 
amendments next month. 

The full text of the HB1/ 
Constitutional Amendment 
reads: 

"The citizens of Kentucky 
have the personal right to hunt, 
fish, and harvest wildlife, using 
traditional methods, subject 
only to statutes enacted by the 
Legislature, and to administra-
tive regulations adopted by the 
designated state agency to pro-
mote wildlife conservation and 
management and to preserve 
the future of hunting and fish-
ing. Public hunting and fishing 
shall be a preferred means of 
managing and controlling wild-
life. This section shall not be 
construed to modify any provi-
sion of law relating to trespass, 
property rights, or the regula-
tion of commercial activities." 

Preserving Kentucky's rich 
hunting and fishing heritage 
remains central, but hunting, 
fishing and wildlife-related 
recreation also are tremendous 
economic engines in today's 
Commonwealth. They gener-
ate more than $3 billion in eco-
nomic impact and 34,000 jobs 
annually. They produce nearly 
$209 million in state and local 
tax revenues. 

"Kentucky was known as 
the Happy Hunting Ground 

long before it became a state, 
and Kentuckians today still 
enjoy hunting and fishing at 
higher rates than the national 
average," said Dr. Jon Gas-
sett, commissioner of the Ken-
tucky Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources. "We are 
fortunate to have the chance 
next month at the polls to join 
many other states that have 
already taken steps to ensure 
that heritage continues for our 
grandchildren and theirs." 

WATERfOWL 
BLIND DRAWING 

DATE SET fOR 
SLOUGHS WILDLIfE 

MANAGEMENT AREA
The waterfowl blind draw-

ing for Sloughs Wildlife Man-
agement Area (WMA) will be 
held at Union County Middle 
School in Morganfield at 7 p.m. 
(Central time) Tuesday, Sept. 
25. Registration will begin at 6 
p.m. (Central time). The school 
is located off U.S. 60. 

This drawing is for blinds 
on the Grassy Pond-Powell’s 
Lake and a portion of the High-
land Creek Unit. 

Blind sites on the Crenshaw 
and Duncan II tracts of Sloughs 
WMA are allotted under the 
regular quota hunt system. 
Hunters wishing to apply for 
a quota hunt on Slough WMA 
may do so during the month 
of September only by calling 
1-877-598-2401, or by going 
online to the website of the Ken-
tucky Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources at fw.ky.gov. 

Those hunters interested 

in participating in the Slough 
WMA waterfowl blind drawing 
must be at least 18 years of age 
and possess a valid 2012-2013 
Kentucky hunting license, a 
Kentucky waterfowl permit 
and a federal migratory bird 
permit (duck stamp) at the time 
of the drawing. 

Hunters drawn for blinds 
on Sloughs WMA are respon-
sible for locating, preparing and 
maintaining the blind site for 
the duration of the 2012-2013 
waterfowl seasons. Each drawn 
hunter may select a co-owner 
of the blind site for use in the 
absence of the hunter drawn. 
The co-owner must be present 
at the drawing. 

Hunters may construct a 
permanent blind or use a boat 
or portable blind, but each 
blind site must be permanent-
ly pinned with a permanent 
marker identifying permit 
holders for the site. Those hunt-
ers selected hold first rights for 
use of the blind site, but these 
blinds sites open to public use 
if the selected hunters are not in 
the blinds by 30 minutes before 
shooting time. 

LOUISIANA
LDWf AGENTS 

SEIzE 51 TEAL ON 
cATAHOULA LAKE
Louisiana Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries Enforce-
ment Division agents cited 
eight men for allegedly possess-
ing over the limit of migratory 
game birds on Catahoula Lake 
in LaSalle Parish on Sept. 15 
and 16.
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Agents were on patrol on 
Catahoula Lake on Sept. 15 
when they came in contact 
with four men that were leav-
ing their hunting area. During 
a license and limit inspection, 
agents found the men in pos-
session of 28 teal, which put 
them 12 over the limit. The 
men stated they were unaware 
of the four teal per person per 
day possession limit.

John P. Randall, 28, of Ura-
nia, Jereme B. Johnson, 27, of 
Ruston, Clint L. Cooksey, 27, 
of Jena, and Steven C. Douglas, 
28, of Olla were issued state ci-
tations for possessing over the 
limit of migratory game birds.

On Sept. 16 on Catahoula 
Lake agents came in contact 
with four more men that were 
leaving their hunting area. 
Agents again performed a li-
cense and limit inspection and 
found them in possession of 23 
teal, which put them seven over 
the limit.

Casey M. Deville, 17, of 
Lecompte, Dusty D. Ducote, 
18, of Alexandria, Austin G. 
Linzay, 18, of Lecompte, and 
Brandon L. Simmons, 21, of 
Marksville, were issued cita-
tions for possessing over the 
limit of migratory game birds. 

Agents seized the 51 teal 
from the eight men and do-
nated them to charity.

Violating state migratory 
waterfowl violations brings a 
$400 to $950 fine and up to 120 
days in jail.

Agents involved in the case 
were Senior Agents Troy Mayo 
and Joey Merrill.

For more information, con-
tact Adam Einck at 225-765-
2465 or aeinck@wlf.la.gov.

MAINE
MDIfW: THIRD 

WATERfOWL 
HUNTING zONE 

ADDED
The Maine Department of 

Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 
has added a third waterfowl 
hunting zone south of Route 1 
from Kittery to Calais, Maine.

The waterfowl hunting sea-
son dates for this new Coastal 
Zone begin October 1 to Octo-
ber 20, 2012, followed by a four 
week hiatus before the second 
part of the waterfowl hunting 
season from November 19, 2012 
to January 5, 2013.

Defini t ion for  South/
Coastal Zone Line: Maine-New 
Brunswick border in Calais at 
the Route 1 bridge, south along 
Route 1 to the Maine-New 
Hampshire border in Kittery.

This modification to the 
Maine waterfowl hunting zones 
is part of an effort to provide 
waterfowl hunters with an op-
portunity to harvest waterfowl 
that migrate to the coast of 
Maine from November to early 
January. Prior to this addition, 
coastal waterfowl hunters were 
subject to the same season dates 
as the Southern Zone.

There will be two youth 
waterfowl hunting days in the 
Coastal Zone. They are Sept. 22 
and November 17, 2012.

For more information on the 
current Maine waterfowl hunt, 

visit www.maine.gov/ifw/
laws_rules/hunting_trapping/
mig_birdlaws.htm#schedule.

MARYLAND
cANADA GOOSE 
HUNTING DATES 

ESTABLISHED fOR 
TUcKAHOE STATE 

PARK cOMPLEx
All applications due by Oc-

tober 23 
Annapolis, Md. (Septem-

ber 7, 2012) ? With the recent 
approval of the late Maryland 
waterfowl seasons and bag lim-
its, the Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) 
finalized the dates for hunting 
migratory Canada geese for 
the facilities of the Tuckahoe 
State Park Complex. This area 
includes Tuckahoe State Park, 
Sassafras Natural Resource 
Management Area (NRMA) 
and Wye Island NRMA. All 
migratory goose hunting will 
be by permit only, which can 
only be obtained through the 
lottery drawing. 

Tuckahoe State Park/Sas-
safras NRMA: Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Saturdays only, from 
November 17-22, 2012 and from 
December 11, 2012 - January 29, 
2013 (excluding January 5 at 
Sassafras NRMA due to overlap 
with late deer firearms season

Hunters may obtain an ap-
plication online at dnr.mary-
land.gov/publiclands/east-
ern/tuckahoe.asp or by mail 
by sending a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to Tuckahoe 
State Park (address below). 
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Only one application per hunt-
er is permitted.

Completed applications 
should be mailed along with a 
self-addressed, stamped enve-
lope to: Tuckahoe State Park, 
13070 Crouse Mill Road, Queen 
Anne, MD 21657. 

Wye Island NRMA: Tues-
days, Thursdays and Saturdays 
only, from December 11, 2012 
- January 29, 2013. 

Hunters may obtain an 
application online dnr.mary-
land.gov/publiclands/east-
ern/wyeisland.asp or by mail 
by sending a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to Wye Is-
land NRMA (address below). 
Only one application per hunt-
er is permitted.

Completed applications 
should be mailed along with a 
self-addressed, stamped enve-
lope to Wye Island NRMA, 632 
Wye Island Road, Queenstown, 
MD 21658.

Applications for all areas 
must be received by 4:30 p.m. 
on October 19, 2012. Permits 
will be selected by random 
drawing on October 23, 2012 
at 1 p.m. Permit recipients will 
be notified of their hunting date 
and pit/blind location by mail; 
results of the drawing will not 
be given out over the telephone.

Hunters at each of the three 
facilities must hunt from their 
assigned pit/blind only. Hunt-
ing hours are from one-half 
hour before sunrise to 1 p.m. 
at Wye Island and Sassafras 
NRMAs, and from one-half 
hour before sunrise until one-
half hour after sunset at Tucka-

hoe. 
Canada geese, snow geese 

and other waterfowl harvested 
will be considered part of the 
daily and season bag limit. 
Hunters should consult the 
Maryland Guide to Hunting 
and Trapping 2012-2013 for 
details. Hunting parties are lim-
ited to four people. All mem-
bers of the party must possess a 
valid hunting license as well as 
a Managed Hunt Permit.

Driving and parking is per-
mitted in designated areas only, 
which will be posted. Hunting 
permits must be displayed on 
the dashboard of the vehicle. 
Visitors must keep vehicles on 
designated roadways. Hand-
carts and sleds are permissible 
to haul gear to pit/blind. 

More information about 
goose hunting in Tuckahoe 
and/or Sassafras is available by 
calling 410-820-1668, and Wye 
Island NRMA at 410-827-7577 
during regular business hours.

Contact: Josh Davidsburg
410-260-8002 office I 410-

507-7526 cell
jdavidsburg@dnr.state.

md.us

MIcHIGAN
TIMBERDOODLES, 

GOATSUcKERS AND 
OTHER WILDLIfE 

WILL BENEfIT fROM 
PARTNERSHIP TO 
cREATE YOUNG 
ASPEN fOREST 

HABITAT
Have you ever heard of a 

timberdoodle? A goatsucker? 
Both are nicknames for birds 
found in Michigan's young 
aspen forests.

The woodcock, nicknamed 
the timberdoodle for its long 
beak - which it uses to probe 
in moist soil looking for earth-
worms - is a prized upland 
bird game species. The whip-
poor-will, or goatsucker, has the 
familiar "whip-poor-will" song 
that many people recognize. 
Both of these birds, along with 
many other wildlife species, 
depend on young aspen forests 
to survive.

Young aspen forests must 
be intensively managed or, as 
time passes, they will grow 
into older forests. Historically 
in Michigan, young forests 
occurred in areas where there 
were significant weather events 
or large wildfires. The wind 
would blow over a large area 
of trees or a large fire would 
burn acres of trees, allowing a 
new, young forest to appear. In 
addition to natural events like 
wind and fire, humans also 
created young forest as land 
was cleared in the late 1800s 
for farming and wood products 
and pockets of young forests 
were planted and scattered 
across the landscape.

Young aspen forests contain 
many trees close together, pro-
viding great cover for wildlife 
and reducing the threat of 
predators. In addition, these 
forests provide a bounty of 
food, from the buds on the trees 
to the insects found on and in 
the ground.

Recently, the Department of 
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Natural Resources, the Ruffed 
Grouse Society and the Con-
servation Resource Alliance 
have teamed together to focus 
on maintaining young forests 
in a core area of the northern 
Lower Peninsula. This core 
area in Emmet County, selected 
because woodcock populations 
are abundant here, holds great 
potential for creating additional 
young aspen forests based on 
the current forest conditions.

"The only way we can have 
young aspen forests is to cre-
ate them," said DNR game 
bird biologist Al Stewart. "We 
can assist landowners who are 
interested in providing this 
valuable habitat, which benefits 
many different wildlife species, 
both hunting and non-hunting 
interests."

Teams of resource profes-
sionals are currently work-
ing with private landowners, 
power line companies and state 
forest systems to put young 
aspen forest habitat back on 
the landscape. There are many 
species besides woodcock and 
whip-poor-wills that benefit, 
such as white-tailed deer, tur-
key, snowshoe hare, golden 
winged warbler and ruffed 
grouse.

Landowners in the northern 
Lower Peninsula who are in-
terested in young aspen forest 
habitat management can con-
tact Brian Piccolo at 989-275-
5151 or go to Managing Michi-
gan's Wildlife: A Landowner's 
Guide at www.michigan.gov/
landownersguide.

The Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources is com-

mitted to the conservation, pro-
tection, management, use and 
enjoyment of the state's natural 
and cultural resources for cur-
rent and future generations. For 
more information, go to www.
michigan.gov/dnr.

Low lake levels affect water-
fowl hunting

Contact: Joseph Robison, 
734-379-9692 

Agency: Natural Resources 

State conservation officials 
today reported that waterfowl 
hunters throughout Saginaw 
Bay will see low water levels 
that could make for challenging 
hunting conditions this season.

Lake Huron is almost 2 feet 
below its long-term average 
and 9 inches below last year's 
level. The Great Lakes are all 
beginning their seasonal de-
cline, which will likely reduce 
the water level on Lake Huron 
another 1-3 inches this fall. 
Drought conditions throughout 
the upper Great Lakes region 
during spring and much of 
summer will exacerbate the 
seasonal decline.

As a result, many hunting 
zones may not be flooded at 
the Nayanquing Point and Fish 
Point state wildlife areas for the 
Oct. 6 waterfowl opener in the 
South Zone. Area managers are 
currently pumping water as 
conditions allow, particularly 
on days when favorable north-
erly winds are present.

Hunting conditions are ex-
pected to be better at the Shia-
wassee River State Game Area. 
There, most hunting zones are 

expected to be flooded for the 
opening weekend. Waterfowl 
hunting opportunities at the 
Quanicassee, Wigwam Bay, 
Crow Island and Wildfowl Bay 
wildlife areas along the Sagi-
naw Bay will also be difficult. 
Hunters will notice drier condi-
tions than previous years.

Waterfowl hunters are en-
couraged to scout boat launch 
conditions prior to hunting 
since access to water may be 
difficult, especially for owners 
of large watercraft. Shifting 
winds can cause lake water to 
recede or rise very quickly. Boat 
owners should use caution to 
avoid being stranded on sand 
bars.

Despite low water condi-
tions, duck and goose numbers 
are currently very good. Hunt-
ers who scout and adapt their 
hunting techniques to shallow 
water conditions should expect 
good hunting success this year. 
In addition, numbers of div-
ing ducks, such as scaup and 
redheads, are up this year and 
opportunities for deeper, open-
water hunting of these species 
should be abundant.

Hunting conditions will be 
posted online for each area on 
the Wetland Wonders website, 
www.michigan.gov/wetland-
wonders, under the "Manager's 
Update" links found under the 
Seven Wonders heading. For 
more information about current 
hunting conditions, hunters can 
call the following managed wa-
terfowl area offices: Fish Point 
at (989) 674-2511, Nayanquing 
Point at (989) 697-5101, Crow 
Island at (989) 684-7734 or Shia-
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wassee River at (989) 865-6211.
The Michigan Department 

of Natural Resources is com-
mitted to the conservation, pro-
tection, management, use and 
enjoyment of the state's natural 
and cultural resources for cur-
rent and future generations. For 
more information, go to www.
michigan.gov/dnr.

MINNESOTA
GOOD DUcK 

OPENER ExPEcTED; 
PRESEASON LIcENSE 

SALES UP
When Minnesota’s water-

fowl season opens Saturday, 
hunting is likely to be pretty 
good.

That from the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR), which reports 
that record continental duck 
breeding populations com-
bined with low water levels 
across the much of the state 
will work to the hunter’s ad-
vantage.

“A pile of ducks are coming 
down from Canada and they 
are going to be more concen-
trated this year because of less 
water across the landscape,” 
said Steve Cordts, the DNR’s 
waterfowl specialist. “Some-
where someone is going to have 
the best duck hunting they’ve 
ever had.”

Cordts said the Sept. 22 
opener – the earliest since 
World War II days – also will 
help hunters be more success-
ful. That’s because wood ducks 
and teal, early migrants, should 

still be abundant throughout 
the state. Moreover, the DNR 
has split the state into three 
hunting zones with different 
dates as part of an effort to 
provide additional hunting 
opportunity as birds migrate 
from north to south. By add-
ing a third zone in southern 
Minnesota the hunting season 
now extends through the first 
weekend in December.

“There’s a lot of opportu-
nity this year,” said Cordts. 
“The duck hunter who moves 
around the state can hunt for 
more than 70 days.”

Cordts said teal and wood 
ducks are migrating out of the 
state every day but more of 
them will be around this week-
end than if the season opened 
the following weekend. He 
also noted that Minnesota has 
good numbers of molt migrant 
Canada geese moving into the 
state. These are nonbreeding 
birds that were in Minnesota 
this spring, migrated this sum-
mer north to the Hudson Bay to 
shed their flight feathers, and 
are just now returning to Min-
nesota for the fall. These birds 
have not yet been hunted.

It’s possible that more duck 
hunters will be hitting the 
swamps and sloughs this fall 
than in recent years, too.

As of last week, water-
fowl stamp sales were running 
ahead of last year and so were 
youth small game license sales 
that indicated the licensee in-
tended to hunt migratory birds.

“We won’t have a final li-
cense tally until the season ends 
on Dec. 2, but it’s good to see 

preseason interest above that of 
last year,” said Steve Merchant, 
acting DNR wildlife chief.

As of Sept. 14, Minnesota 
duck stamp sales totaled 46,001 
compared with 44,479 in 2011 
for the same time period. Youth 
small game license sales with a 
Harvest Information Program 
certification totaled 7,194 this 
year compared to 5,879 last 
year.

The Minnesota DNR issued 
89,520 state waterfowl stamps 
last year, up from the previous 
year but below the 100,000-plus 
licenses sold from 1990 through 
2007.

Merchant said there is no 
one explanation for why wa-
terfowl hunting interest is 
rebounding, but record conti-
nental duck breeding numbers, 
early openers this year, long 
seasons and other organiza-
tions’ efforts to get kids out-
doors are all likely factors.

The DNR will post a weekly 
waterfowl migration report 
each week during the duck sea-
son. The first report should be 
posted by early Friday online.

“If you’ve been sitting on 
the duck hunting sidelines, this 
would be a great year to get 
back in the game,” said Mer-
chant. “You may have to drive 
a bit based on your local water 
conditions – but where there 
is good water there should be 
good duck numbers.”

Waterfowl hunting regula-
tions are available wherever 
DNR licenses are sold and 
online.
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SMALL GAME 
HUNTING BIG 

OPPORTUNITY fOR 
NEW HUNTERS

Minnesota small game 
hunting seasons are an ideal 
way for friends and families to 
get outdoors and discover the 
opportunities Minnesota has 
to offer, according to the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR).

Small game hunting starts 
on Saturday, Sept. 15, when the 
seasons for ruffed grouse, rab-
bit and squirrel begin.

“Small game season is a 
forgotten pleasure,” said Mike 
Kurre, DNR mentoring pro-
gram coordinator. “With noth-
ing more than a small caliber 
rifle or shotgun, a bit of pa-
tience and some blaze orange, 
Minnesota’s fields and forests 
are there to be explored and 
enjoyed.”

Small game hunting is inex-
pensive. Youth licenses (age 15 
and under) are free and those 
for 16 and 17 year olds are just 
$12.50, a discount from the 
standard license price of $19.

Hunters must meet firearms 
safety requirements or obtain 
an apprentice hunter validation 
and go afield with a licensed 
hunter. Minnesota’s appren-
tice hunter validation program 
enables those who need but 
have not completed firearms 
safety training to hunt under 
prescribed conditions designed 
to ensure a safe hunt.

“Once you’re in the field, 
careful observation of wildlife 
habits and a bit of stealth will 

begin to give small game hunt-
ers the experience they need,” 
Kurre said.

Minnesota offers public 
hunting on more than 1.4 mil-
lion acres of wildlife manage-
ment areas, 15,000 acres of 
Walk-In Access lands in south-
ern Minnesota, and millions of 
acres of state forests.

Grouse hunters have access 
to 528 designated hunting areas 
in the ruffed grouse range cov-
ering nearly 1 million acres, 43 
designated ruffed grouse man-
agement areas and 600 miles of 
hunter walking trails.

Lingering summer foli-
age early in the season makes 
harvesting grouse challenging, 
said Ted Dick, DNR grouse co-
ordinator. But, he said, learning 
where and when grouse can be 
flushed is beneficial knowledge 
that hunters can use as colors 
change in the woods and leaves 
drop.

“Flush rates and total har-
vest probably will decline be-
cause we’re on the downward 
side of the 10-year grouse popu-
lation cycle,” Dick said. “But 
Minnesota offers some of the 
best grouse hunting in the 
country and, even in down 
years, has flush rates that hunt-
ers in other states envy.”

In northwestern Minnesota, 
the sandhill crane season also 
begins Sept. 15. Waterfowl 
season opens statewide on 
Saturday, Sept. 22, as does the 
season on woodcock, a wood-
land migratory bird. Pheasant 
season opens Saturday, Oct. 13.

Complete  information 

about Minnesota hunting sea-
sons is available online.

 
MINNESOTA’S 

PHEASANT INDEx UP 
68 PERcENT fROM 2011

A mild winter followed by 
a warm spring contributed to a 
significant increase in Minneso-
ta’s pheasant count, according 
to the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR).

The pheasant population 
index increased 68 percent from 
2011. Pheasant hunters are ex-
pected to harvest about 290,000 
roosters this fall. That’s up from 
last year’s estimated harvest 
of 204,000 but roughly half the 
number taken during the 2005-
2008 seasons when hunting was 
exceptionally good.

“While the 2012 increase 
reflects movement in a posi-
tive direction, the counts still 
remain 51 percent below the 
10-year average,” said Kurt 
Haroldson, the DNR biologist 
who compiled the survey.

While favorable weather 
worked in the birds’ favor this 
year, their long-term success is 
more closely linked to habitat 
than annual variations in snow-
fall, rainfall and temperature.

“The state’s pheasant popu-
lation is linked more closely to 
quantity and quality of habi-
tat than annual differences in 
weather,” Haroldson said.

The pheasant population 
estimate is part of the DNR’s 
annual roadside wildlife sur-
vey. The survey summarizes 
roadside counts of pheasants, 
gray (Hungarian) partridge, 


