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work into the future. It will be 
complemented by additional 
plans designed to provide more 
specific direction, as needed.

The plan is available for 
review at http://www.azgfd.
gov/inside_azgfd/strategic_
plan.shtml.

Written comments can be 
submitted through Friday, Oct. 
26, 2012, by e-mail to agfdStra-
tegicPlan@azgfd.gov. 

Written comments can also 
be sent via U.S. mail to Stra-
tegic Plan, Arizona Game and 
Fish Department, Attn: Sherry 
Crouch, 5000 W. Carefree High-
way, Phoenix, AZ 85086.

When submitting comments 
on particular portions of the 
document, please include a ref-
erence to the location within the 
document (such as a page and 
paragraph number) to which 
you are referring.

The department is planning 
to conduct a webcast about the 
new plan in the near future. 
An announcement will be sent 
out when the date and time are 
finalized.

After public comments are 
reviewed and considered, the 
final draft Wildlife 20/20 plan 
is anticipated to be presented 
to the Arizona Game and Fish 
Commission for consideration 
at its Dec. 7-8 meeting in Phoe-
nix. 

For more information, visit 
http://www.azgfd.gov/in-
side_azgfd/strategic_plan.
shtml.

Youth workshop 
offered to teach 

arizona small 

game hunting 
basics

P The Arizona Game and 
Fish Department has scheduled 
a multi-day, small game basics 
workshop for young hunters 
and those who want to learn 
to hunt. Staff in the depart-
ment’s Pinetop regional office 
will conduct their annual small 
game hunting camp in Game 
Management Units 1 and 3B to 
provide youth with the basic 
skills they need to successfully 
pursue tree squirrels. The pro-
gram format will also provide 
an overview of hunting oppor-
tunities for other small game 
species found throughout the 
state. Youths ages 8 and older 
are invited to participate. 

The camp, sponsored by the 
Rocky Mountain Elk Founda-
tion and Arizona Elk Society, 
will begin the evening of Oct. 
4 and conclude the morning 
of Oct. 7, and includes meals, 
instruction and field time with 
hunting mentors. The program 
format is aimed at developing 
responsible, ethical and suc-
cessful hunters who recognize 
the importance of wildlife and 
habitat conservation.

"This intensive camp is de-
signed to provide youth with 
an opportunity to enhance 
their hunting knowledge and 
skills here in Arizona, while 
also teaching them the values of 
stewardship and wildlife con-
servation," says Wildlife Man-
ager Supervisor Mike Godwin. 
"The workshop is about hands-
on learning, asking questions 
and being with others who are 
also interested in hunting."

The camp will be held at 
the Los Burros Campground, 
located on Forest Road 224 that 
runs between Vernon and Mc-
Nary. The program will cover 
hunting opportunities, firearm 
safety and game care. Other ac-
tivities include archery instruc-
tion and 3-D shooting, first aid 
basics, and more. Instructional 
sessions begin at 6:30 p.m. on 
Friday. Participants will have 
opportunities to hunt in the 
field with mentors each day.

For more information or 
to sign up, contact or call the 
department’s Pinetop office at 
(928) 367-4281. The workshop 
is free, but pre-registration is 
required.

idaho
sharp-tailed 

grouse season 
opens next week
The sharp-tailed grouse 

season opens October 1 and 
runs through October 31, with a 
daily bag limit of two birds and 
a possession limit of six. 

The season is open only in 
eastern Idaho in these areas: 
Bingham and Clark counties 
east of Interstate 15, Franklin, 
Fremont, Jefferson County 
east of Interstate 15, Madison, 
and Teton counties, Bonneville 
County east of Interstate 15, 
Bannock County east of Inter-
state 15 and south of Interstate 
86, Bear Lake, Caribou, Cassia 
County east of Interstate 84 and 
that portion west of Interstate 
84 south of the Malta-Sublette 
Road and east of the Malta-St-
revell Road, Franklin, Oneida, 
and Power County south of 
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Interstate 86. 
Sharp-tailed grouse have 

been introduced into histori-
cal range in southern Twin 
Falls county and southeastern 
Owyhee County. Twin Falls 
County, Owyhee County and 
most of Cassia County are 
closed to the hunting of sharp-
tailed grouse. Sharp-tailed 
grouse also occur around Split 
Butte area in Minidoka County. 
Hunting of sharp-tailed grouse 
is closed in Minidoka County.

Any person hunting sharp-
tailed grouse must have in their 
possession a valid Idaho hunt-
ing license with a sage/sharp-
tailed grouse permit validation 
at $4.75. The permit allows bet-
ter monitoring of the harvest of 
this game bird. 

It is available at Fish and 
Game license vendors.

All hunters are encouraged 
to refer to the upland game or 
waterfowl rules brochures for 
hunt details on seasons, limits 
and rules.

sage-grouse 
season opens 
down a little

Sage-grouse harvest and 
hunter numbers on opening 
weekend were down slightly 
in 2012 compared to previous 
years, but Idaho Fish and Game 
ran fewer check stations this 
year.

Statewide, 563 hunters 
checked 270 birds in 2012, com-
pared to 615 hunters and 277 
birds in 2011. Hunter success 
was highest in the Owyhees, 
but similar throughout the rest 
of southern Idaho.

Hunter success, as mea-
sured in birds per hunter or 
hours per bird, was up slightly 
this year. On average, 0.48 birds 
were harvested per hunter and 
it took an average of 7.4 hours 
per hunter to harvest one bird. 

Fish and Game ran six check 
stations this past weekend, 
targeting sage-grouse hunters 
throughout southern Idaho. 

At check stations, Fish and 
Game personnel queried hunt-
ers on their success, number 
of hours hunted, and numbers 
of birds seen. They also col-
lected one wing from each bird 
checked, which provides im-
portant information on annual 
productivity.

The 2012 sage-grouse hunt-
ing season continues through 
September 21.

illinois
message to 
waterfowl 

hunters 
Due to ongoing drought 

conditions in Illinois, some 
farmers are mowing or tilling 
their unharvested crop fields 
to collect crop insurance pay-
ments. The Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
reminds hunters that the ma-
nipulation, including mowing 
or tilling, of unharvested crop 
fields is not a normal agricul-
tural practice for waterfowl 
hunting purposes. The IDNR 
has received guidance on this 
issue from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Federal baiting 
laws still apply, even during 
times of drought. Therefore, 
it is a violation of the baiting 

laws under the federal Migra-
tory Bird Treaty Act if scattered 
grain is not totally removed 10 
days prior to hunting. Hunters 
should familiarize themselves 
with baiting laws in Illinois. 
For more information on water-
fowl baiting regulations, refer 
to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service website link regarding 
baiting regulations at http://
www.fws.gov/le/waterfowl-
hunting-and-baiting.html. 

Questions regarding hunt-
ing crop fields mowed or tilled 
due to drought insurance 
claims: 

1. If a standing grain crop 
is 100% void of any ears (corn 
field produced no ears), can the 
field be mowed then hunted? 

Yes, as long as there is no 
grain present in the field. A 
field that produces NO ears of 
corn will probably be a rare oc-
currence. 

2. If a standing grain crop 
has any amount of grain pres-
ent after it is mowed, can it be 
hunted? 

No, it is a “baited area” un-
til 10 days after the complete 
removal of the grain. 

3. Can a standing crop that 
was mowed be disked and 
made legal for hunting? 

The field can only be hunted 
after all exposed grain has been 
completely removed or buried 
for a period of 10 days. Hunt-
ers should keep in mind that if 
a dry field is tilled to the extent 
that no grain is visibly present, 
strong winds or the first rain 
is likely to wash off some cov-
ered grain, thus still making it 
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a baited situation. 
4. Why can a person not 

hunt over a mowed area? 
Under federal baiting regu-

lations, mowing or tilling of a 
standing crop is not a “normal 
agricultural planting, harvest-
ing, post-harvest manipulation, 
or normal soil stabilization 
practice” as determined by the 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Cooperative Extension 
Service. 

Below is a link to the per-
taining sections of the 2011-
2012 Illinois Digest of Hunting 
and Trapping Regulations that 
provide additional information 
on migratory bird hunting and 
federal baiting regulations. 

For questions about federal 
baiting regulations, please call 
217-782-6431, Monday-Friday 
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

For more information on 
baiting regulations in Illinois: 

http://www.dnr.illinois.
gov/news/Documents/bait-
ingregulations.pdf 

north dakota
plots guide 

available online
The North Dakota Game 

and Fish Department’s Private 
Land Open To Sportsmen Guide 
for 2012 is now available online 
at the Department’s website, 
gf.nd.gov. In addition, PLOTS 
Guides will be available at most 
license vendors throughout the 
state in late August.

The guide will feature about 
840,000 PLOTS acres. Because 
the guide is printed in mid-
August, some PLOTS tracts 

highlighted in the guide may 
have been removed from the 
program since the time of print-
ing. There will also be some 
PLOTS tracts where the habitat 
and condition of the tract will 
have changed significantly. 
Conversely, Game and Fish 
may have added new tracts 
to the program after the guide 
went to press.

To minimize possible confu-
sion, Game and Fish will up-
date PLOTS map sheets weekly 
on its website.

Hunters can also view the 
guide, and find a list of vendors 
where guides are available, on 
the website.

The PLOTS Guide features 
maps highlighting these walk-
in areas, identified in the field 
by inverted triangular yellow 
signs, as well as other public 
lands.

The guides are free, and 
available at county auditor 
offices and license vendors 
in the state; by walk-in at the 
Game and Fish Department’s 
Bismarck office; and at district 
offices in Riverdale, Harvey 
(Lonetree), Williston, Dickin-
son, Jamestown and Devils 
Lake.

 The guides are not available 
to mail, so hunters will have to 
pick one up at a local vendor, 
or print individual maps from 
the website.
state requirement 
for transporting 

geese adjusted
 North Dakota goose hunt-

ers should take note of an 
exception made to state identi-

fication requirements for trans-
porting geese when processed 
by commercial processors who 
comply with state and federal 
requirements.

 Robert Timian, State Game 
and Fish Department chief of 
enforcement, said hunters tak-
ing geese to commercial pro-
cessors must follow the same 
procedure as before. The only 
change is commercial proces-
sors can now remove the identi-
fication component of the goose 
prior to reaching the hunter’s 
legal residence.

 “All federal requirements 
of tagging and record keeping 
for both the hunter and the 
processor remain the same,” 
Timian said. “In addition, noth-
ing changes for the person who 
takes geese home to clean.”

 This applies to both the 
early Canada goose and regular 
goose seasons. It does not ap-
ply for ducks. “The processors 
were in agreement with us to 
treat this as a pilot program on 
only geese and gauge how it 
works this year,” Timian said. 
“We might expand it to other 
species in the future.”

 Processed geese are still 
subject to daily and possession 
limit regulations, and may be 
transported when accompanied 
by a copy of the record pro-
vided by the processor.

 Prior to this year, one fully 
feathered wing or the fully 
feathered head of all waterfowl 
had to remain attached during 
transportation or shipment un-
til it reached the hunter’s legal 
residence or was processed for 
immediate consumption. 
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wma camping 
restrictions 

spread to 
southwest

Some wildlife management 
areas in southwestern North 
Dakota now have the same 
camping restrictions adopted 
earlier this spring on similar 
public lands along Lake Saka-
kawea.

The State Game and Fish De-
partment has now included the 
following WMAs where over-
night camping is prohibited 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 
except holidays: North Lem-
mon Lake in Adams County; 
Bull Creek in Billings County; 
Alkali Creek and Spring Creek 
in Bowman County; Killdeer 
Mountains in Dunn County; 
Camels Hump Lake in Golden 
Valley County; Indian Creek in 
Hettinger County; Storm Creek 
in Morton County; and Cedar 
Lake and Speck Davis Pond in 
Slope County.

In April, the Game and Fish 
Department applied the same 
restrictions on the following 
WMAs along Lake Sakakawea: 
Audubon, Custer Mine, Deep-
water Creek, deTrobriand, 
Douglas Creek and Wolf Creek 
in McLean County; and Bea-
ver Creek and Hille in Mercer 
County.

In addition, camping is not 
allowed at all, including holi-
days, at the following WMAs: 
Antelope Creek, Big Oxbow, 
Lewis and Clark, Neu’s Point, 
Ochs Point, Overlook, Sullivan 
and Tobacco Garden in McKen-
zie County; Van Hook in Moun-

trail County; and Hofflund and 
Trenton in Williams County.

Camping restrictions at 
all WMAs are posted at entry 
points.

 Other WMA use regula-
tions are available on the Game 
and Fish website, gf.nd.gov.
duck brood index 
up from last Year

 North Dakota's 2012 fall 
duck flight is expected to have 
twice as many birds as last year.

 Mike Johnson, game man-
agement section leader for the 
State Game and Fish Depart-
ment, said the fall flight esti-
mate is a combination of the 
breeding duck survey and the 
brood survey.

 Results from the breeding 
duck survey in May indicated 
the duck index was up 16 per-
cent from 2011 and exceeded 
the long-term average by 112 
percent. 

 May water conditions were 
down 57 percent from 2011 and 
6 percent from the long-term 
average.

 The mid-July waterfowl 
production survey revealed 
the duck brood index was up 
110 percent from 2011 and 155 
percent above the long-term av-
erage. Average brood size was 
6.9 ducklings, down 0.8 from 
last year. The longterm average 
is 7.1 ducklings per brood.

 The water index in mid-July 
was down 48 percent from last 
year, but still 10 percent above 
the long-term average.

 The index does not count 
every water body or duckling 

in the state. Instead, represen-
tative transects across the state 
are sampled each year. Over 
time, survey results provide bi-
ologists with trend information 
that allows annual comparisons 
of waterfowl production in the 
state.

hip certification 
required for 

migratorY bird 
hunters

 Migratory game bird hunt-
ers are reminded to register 
with the Harvest Information 
Program prior to hunting in 
North Dakota this fall.

 HIP certification is required 
for all migratory bird hunters, 
regardless of age, before hunt-
ing ducks, geese, swans, mer-
gansers, coots, cranes, snipe, 
doves or woodcock.

 Hunter compliance is es-
sential in order to obtain reli-
able national and regional 
estimates of annual harvest of 
all migratory game bird spe-
cies. These estimates provide 
information biologists need to 
make sound decisions concern-
ing hunting seasons, bag limits 
and population management.

 Hunters who purchase 
a license through the North 
Dakota Game and Fish De-
partment’s electronic licensing 
system (gf.nd.gov) or instant 
licensing telephone number at 
(800) 406-6409 can easily get 
HIP certified.

 Otherwise, hunters can ac-
cess the department’s website, 
or call (888) 634-4798 and re-
cord the HIP number on their 
fishing, hunting and furbearer 
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certificate.
 Those who registered to 

hunt the spring light goose 
season in North Dakota do not 
have to register with HIP again, 
as it is required only once per 
year. However, hunters must 
HIP register in each state for 
which they are licensed before 
hunting migratory game birds.

2012 small game 
and furbearer 

regulations set
 North Dakota’s 2012 small 

game and furbearer regulations 
have been set and most season 
structures and bag limits are 
similar to last year. The only 
significant changes involve an 
increase in limits for the early 
Canada goose, mountain lion 
and fisher seasons.

 The early Canada goose 
season will open Wednesday, 
Aug. 15, and have a daily limit 
of 15 and a possession limit of 
30. The early season ends in the 
Missouri River zone Sept. 7, 
while the rest of the state closes 
Sept. 15. The Missouri River 
zone closes early to provide 
additional late season hunting 
opportunities by adding these 
days to the end of the regular 
season.

 The mountain lion season 
in Zone 1 will have a quota of 
21 lions, split into an early and 
late season. The early season 
opens Aug. 31 and continues 
until the early season quota of 
14 is filled, or through Nov. 25. 
The late season opens Nov. 26, 
and will run until seven lions 
are taken, or through March 
31, 2013.

 As in past years, the moun-
tain lion season in Zone 2 (Aug. 
31 – March 31) does not have a 
quota.

 Continued expansion of 
fishers in eastern North Dakota 
has allowed the Game and Fish 
Department to increase the 
season quota to 15. Fishers can 
only be taken by traps and cable 
devices. A limit of one fisher 
per person is allowed during 
this season.

 Prairie chicken and sage 
grouse seasons will remain 
closed due to low populations.

 Other small game and 
waterfowl licensing details are 
similar to last year.

 Only North Dakota resi-
dents are permitted to hunt 
waterfowl from Sept. 22-28. 
Nonresidents are allowed to 
hunt waterfowl in North Da-
kota beginning Sept. 29. Other 
waterfowl season details will 
be finalized in mid-August in 
the waterfowl amendment to 
the small game and furbearer 
proclamation.

 In accordance with state 
law, nonresidents are not al-
lowed to hunt on Game and 
Fish Department wildlife man-
agement areas or conservation 
PLOTS (Private Land Open 
To Sportsmen) areas from Oct. 
13-19.

 Hunters should refer to the 
North Dakota 2012-13 Small 
Game and Furbearer guides 
(available mid-August) for 
more details on small game and 
furbearer seasons. Waterfowl 
regulations will be available 
in early Early Canada Goose 

Season Opens Aug. 15
 North Dakota’s early Can-

ada goose season is set and the 
season will open Aug. 15. The 
limits are 15 daily and 30 in 
possession

 Limits and shooting hours 
for the early season are differ-
ent from the regular season. 
Shooting hours during the early 
season are one-half hour before 
sunrise to sunset daily.

 Normal licensing require-
ments for the regular season, 
including a federal duck stamp, 
apply to the early season. Non-
residents who hunt in Benson, 
Ramsey, Towner, Sargent and 
Richland counties during the 
early season may do so without 
counting against their 14-day 
regular season license.

 All migratory bird hunters 
must register with the Harvest 
Information Program prior to 
hunting. Hunters who purchase 
a license through the North 
Dakota Game and Fish De-
partment website at gf.nd.gov, 
or instant licensing telephone 
number (800) 406-6409, can eas-
ily get HIP certified. Otherwise, 
hunters can call (888) 634-4798 
and record the HIP number on 
their fishing, hunting and fur-
bearer certificate. Those who 
registered to hunt the spring 
light goose season in North 
Dakota do not have to register 
with HIP again, as it is required 
only once per year.

 Waterfowl rest areas, closed 
to hunting during the regular 
season, will be open during the 
early season. Most land in these 
rest areas is private, so hunters 
may need permission to hunt.
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 The early hunting season 
is intended to reduce local 
Canada goose numbers. De-
spite liberalized regulations the 
past several years, with longer 
seasons, large bag limits and 
expanded shooting hours the 
statewide population remains 
high, with numbers well above 
population goals.

 The early season ends in 
the Missouri River zone Sept. 7, 
while the rest of the state closes 
Sept. 15. The Missouri River 
zone closes early to provide 
additional late season hunting 
opportunities by adding these 
days to the end of the regular 
season.

 For additional information 
and regulations, hunters should 
refer to the Game and Fish De-
partment website.

swan hunt 
application 

available online
 The online application for 

North Dakota’s 2012 tundra 
swan license lottery is avail-
able on the state Game and Fish 
Department’s website, gf.nd.
gov. The deadline for applying 
is Aug. 15.

 Paper applications will 
be available the first week in 
August from Game and Fish 
offices, county auditors and 
license vendors. Hunters can 
also apply by calling (800) 406-
6409. A service fee is added for 
license applications made by 
phone.

 The statewide tundra swan 
hunting season is Sept. 29 – Dec. 
30. A total of 2,200 licenses are 
available. Successful applicants 

will receive a tag to take one 
swan during the season. Since 
swans are classified as water-
fowl, nonresidents may hunt 
them only during the period 
their nonresident waterfowl 
license is valid.

 North Dakota residents 
and nonresidents are eligible 
to apply.

2011 pheasant 
season 

summarized
 More hunting opportuni-

ties meant more pheasants 
taken during the 2011 season, 
as last fall’s pheasant harvest 
was 683,000, up from 552,000 
in 2010.

 Aaron Robinson, upland 
bird biologist for the North 
Dakota Game and Fish Depart-
ment, said the overall land-
scape probably didn’t have 
more birds, but Mother Nature 
allowed for an increase in har-
vest due to mild weather condi-
tions and minimal snow cover 
in November, December and 
early January.

 “This is a prime example of 
how the harvest doesn’t neces-
sarily reflect the overall popu-
lation,” Robinson said. “We 
actually had lower production 
in 2011 than in 2010, but hunter 
effort made up the difference 
due to last winter’s exception-
ally mild weather conditions.”

 Statistics actually revealed 
the number of hunters declined 
10 percent to 82,700. The num-
ber of resident hunters was 
down 5 percent to 58,200, while 
nonresident pheasant hunter 
numbers decreased 20 percent 

to 24,500.
 “However, the determining 

factor is many hunters were 
able to enjoy good hunting 
conditions with mild weather 
through the last weekend of the 
season,” Robinson said.

 Birds bagged per hunter 
increased from 6.0 to 8.3. Each 
hunter spent an average of six 
days afield.

 Counties with the highest 
percentage of pheasants taken 
by resident hunters were Het-
tinger, 9.2; Burleigh, 6.4; Em-
mons, 6.0; McLean, 5.4; and 
Adams, 5.3.

 Top counties for nonresi-
dent hunters were Hettinger, 
24.9 percent; Bowman, 7.6; Em-
mons, 5.6; McIntosh, 5.2; and 
Divide, 4.5.

 Annual pheasant season 
statistics are determined by a 
mail survey of resident and 
nonresident hunters.

increased bag 
considered for 

earlY canada 
goose season

The State Game and Fish 
Department is considering an 
option to increase the daily 
limit for the early Canada 
goose season from eight to 15, 
following recent action by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Regulations Committee.

The service regulations com-
mittee is allowing an increase in 
the bag limit from last year in 
response to recommendations 
from North Dakota and South 
Dakota to allow greater harvest 
on resident Canada geese. “A 
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daily limit of 15 would give 
hunters an opportunity to take 
more birds when they are avail-
able,” said Randy Kreil, wildlife 
division chief for the Game and 
Fish Department. “We are look-
ing at every option we can to 
increase hunter harvest of our 
resident Canada goose popula-
tion.”

 Game and Fish first held 
an early Canada goose season 
in 1999. Since then, the open 
area and season length have 
expanded.

 In 2008, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service authorized 
states to expand their resident 
goose management seasons 
into August. While the season 
could open as early as Aug. 1, 
most landowners and hunters 
are comfortable with starting 
a couple of weeks after that, to 
allow for small grain harvest 
to open up stubble fields for 
hunting. In addition, weather 
conditions are generally more 
favorable for hunting as the 
month progresses.

Until last year, the daily lim-
it in the early season was five, 
and last year Game and Fish in-
creased the limit to eight, which 
under federal regulations was 
the maximum allowed during 
the September portion of the 
early season.

“Our resident goose popu-
lation is at record levels,” Kreil 
said. “We understand that 
nearly doubling the early sea-
son daily limit isn’t going to 
double the harvest, but it cer-
tainly would help increase the 
harvest.”

 The small game proclama-

tion that will set season dates 
and limits for the early goose 
season will not be finalized 
until late July. The season is 
tentatively set to open Aug. 15.

Last year the early Canada 
goose season opened Aug. 13 
and ran through Sept. 15, ex-
cept in a special Missouri River 
zone where the season closed 
Sept. 8. The seven fewer early 
season days in the Missouri 
River zone are added to the end 
of the regular goose season in 
December.
pheasant crowing 

counts up
 North Dakota’s spring 

pheasant crowing count survey 
revealed a 10 percent increase 
statewide compared to last 
year.

 All four pheasant districts 
showed an increase compared 
to last year. The number of 
crows heard in the southeast 
increased by 12 percent, north-
west by 8 percent, northeast by 
6 percent and southwest by 4 
percent.

 Stan Kohn, upland game 
management supervisor for 
the State Game and Fish De-
partment, said birds did not 
experience excessive mortality 
last winter.

 “Even with the nice winter 
last year, I anticipated fewer 
adult birds to be available this 
spring because poor production 
in spring of 2009-11 led to fewer 
young birds entering the fall 
population,” Kohn said. “How-
ever, I did expect to see higher 
crow count numbers in the 
southwest because good num-

bers of birds were observed last 
winter, but it didn’t pan out in 
the crow count numbers.”

 Even with a somewhat 
smaller breeding class of birds, 
Kohn said hens were in better 
shape this spring because of 
less winter stress. In addition, 
he said nesting habitat looked 
to be in pretty good condition in 
all areas of the state, and nest-
ing and brooding weather this 
spring has been almost ideal.

 “I expect much better up-
land game production this sum-
mer,” Kohn added. “Pheasant 
hens are finding better quality 
nesting and brooding cover on 
the uplands this spring, and 
with the good weather, more 
hens were successful with first 
clutches, a positive sign of a 
good production year.”

 However, Kohn noted, the 
loss of CRP is going to decrease 
nesting and brooding cover in 
the future, and will negatively 
affect the pheasant population.

 Spring crowing count data 
is not always a good indicator 
of the fall population. It does 
not measure population den-
sity, but provides an index of 
the spring rooster population 
based on a trend of number of 
crows heard. Brood surveys, 
which begin in mid-July and 
are completed by September, 
are a better indicator of the 
summer’s pheasant production 
and provide insight into what 
to expect for a fall pheasant 
population.

 Pheasant crowing counts 
are conducted each spring 
throughout North Dakota. Ob-
servers drive specified 20-mile 
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routes, stopping at predeter-
mined intervals, and counting 
the number of pheasant roost-
ers heard crowing over a two-
minute period during the stop. 
The number of pheasant crows 
heard is compared to previous 
years’ data, providing a trend 
summary.

us f&w
2012 trends in 

duck breeding 
populations 

report
Although breeding habi-

tat conditions have declined 
from previous years, the 2012 
“Trends in Duck Breeding 
Populations” report estimates 
waterfowl production in North 
America’s duck factory is at a 
record high. This year’s report 
estimate of 48.6 million is sig-
nificantly higher than the 45.6 
million birds estimated last 
year and 43 percent above the 
long-term average. 

This annual report sum-
marizes information about the 
status of duck populations and 
wetland habitats collected by 
wildlife biologists from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife and Canadian 
Wildlife Service for the Water-
fowl Breeding Population and 
Habitat Survey (Survey). The 
Survey samples more than two 
million square miles of water-
fowl habitat across the United 
States and Canada. 

Highlights from the Survey 
in the north-central United 
States, south-central and north-
ern Canada, and Alaska (the 
traditional survey area) include 
the following population esti-

mates:
• Mallard abundance is 10.6 

million – a 15 percent increase 
over 2011 and a 39 percent in-
crease over the long-term aver-
age of 7.6 million.

• Gadwall abundance is 
10 percent above the 2011 esti-
mate, and 96 percent above the 
long-term average.

• American wigeon abun-
dance increased 3 percent from 
2011, but remains 17 percent 
below the long-term average.

• Abundance of green-
winged teal and blue-winged 
teal were 3.5 million and 9.2 
million, which were 20 percent 
and 3 percent above their 2011 
numbers. Both species continue 
to remain well above their long-
term averages by 74 percent 
and 94 percent, respectively.

• Abundance for northern 
shovelers is 5.0 million, which 
is 8 percent above 2011, and 111 
percent above their long-term 
average.

• Northern pintails are at 
3.5 million which is 22 percent 
below the 2011 estimate and 14 
percent below the long-term 
average.

• Redhead abundance was 
unchanged from last year but 
89 percent above the long-term 
average.

• Canvasback abundance 
was 0.8 million, which was 10 
percent above last year’s esti-
mate and 33 percent above their 
long-term average

• The combined lesser and 
greater scaup abundance es-
timate was 5.2 million, which 
was 21 percent above the 2011 

estimate and 4 percent above 
the long-term average.

In the eastern survey area 
(northeastern United States and 
eastern Canada), the estimated 
abundance for American black 
duck, green-winged teal, and 
merganser populations showed 
an increase from 2011 estimates 
in this area. The survey showed 
declines in abundance for mal-
lards, goldeneyes, and ring-
necked ducks.. 

Habitat conditions observed 
across the survey areas during 
the 2012 Waterfowl Breeding 
Population and Habitat Survey 
were characterized by average 
to below-average moisture, 
especially in the southern por-
tions; due primarily to a mild 
winter and an early spring. 

The 2012 Survey’s estimate 
of ponds for the north-central 
U.S. was 1.7 million, which was 
49 percent below the 2011 esti-
mate of 3.2 million, and simi-
lar to the long-term average. 
Significant decreases in wet-
land numbers and conditions 
occurred in the U.S. Prairies 
during 2012. Nearly all of the 
north-central U.S. habitat was 
rated as good to excellent in 
2011; however, only the habitat 
in the coteau region of North 
and South Dakota was rated as 
good in 2012, and no areas were 
rated as excellent habitat this 
year. Drastic wetland declines 
in western South Dakota and 
Montana resulted in mostly 
poor to fair habitat conditions.

The annual Survey guides 
the Service’s waterfowl conser-
vation programs under author-
ity of the 1918 Migratory Bird 
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Treaty Act. The Service works 
in partnership with state biolo-
gists from the four flyways – the 
Atlantic, Mississippi, Central 
and Pacific – to establish regula-
tory frameworks for waterfowl 
hunting season lengths, dates, 
and bag limits, derived in part 
from the data gathered through 
this annual survey.

The entire “Trends in Duck 
Breeding Populations, 1955-
2012” report can be down-
loaded from the Service's Web 
site at http://www.fws.gov/
migratorybirds. 

Service Proposes New 
Hunting Opportunities

 on National Wildlife Ref-
uges in 14 States 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service today announced a pro-
posal to open one new refuge to 
hunting and to expand hunting 
opportunities at 16 national 
wildlife refuges in 14 states. If 
approved, the proposal would 
provide additional public hunt-
ing opportunities in fulfillment 
of the National Wildlife Refuge 
System Improvement Act of 
1997. 

“The National Wildlife Ref-
uge System offers some of the 
best public hunting and fish-
ing around, helping to connect 
generations of Americans with 
this great outdoor tradition,” 
said Service Director Dan Ashe. 
“Our goal is to increase hunt-
ing opportunities for people 
of all ages and backgrounds, 
wherever these opportunities 
are compatible with refuge 
purposes.” 

Notice of the proposal was 

published in the Federal Regis-
ter on July 11, 2012; the public 
has until August 10, 2012, to 
comment on the proposed 
changes. See the proposed rule 
and instructions on where to 
submit comment here. Or visit 
http://www.fws.gov/refuges/
hunting/huntFishRegs.html. 

The proposal would open 
the Detroit River International 
Wildlife Refuge, MI, to migra-
tory bird hunting, upland game 
hunting and big game hunting 
for the first time since its estab-
lishment in 2001. The refuge is 
closed to sport fishing. 

The proposal calls for clo-
sure of Hakalau Forest National 
Wildlife Refuge, HI, to big game 
hunting. With this change, 
the refuge will be closed to all 
hunting activity. The refuge is 
also closed to sport fishing. The 
proposal also calls for closure 
of the Santee National Wildlife 
Refuge, SC, to migratory bird 
hunting. The refuge is open to 
sport fishing. 

All but two of the refuges in 
the proposal are open to sport 
fishing and would remain so. 

Other proposed changes 
are:   

* Big Muddy National Fish 
& Wildlife Refuge, MO: Expan-
sion of areas for migratory bird 
hunting, upland game hunting 
and big game hunting. The ref-
uge is also open to sport fishing.

* Big Oaks National Wild-
life Refuge, IN: Expansion of 
the refuge’s big game hunting 
area. The refuge is also open to 
upland game hunting and sport 
fishing.

* Block Island National 
Wildlife Refuge, RI: Addition 
of deer to the refuge’s big game 
hunting program. The refuge is 
also open to sport fishing.

* Bond Swamp National 
Wildlife Refuge, GA: Addition 
of migratory bird hunting and 
upland game hunting; expan-
sion of area for big game hunt-
ing and addition of wild turkey 
to big game hunting program. 
The refuge is also open to sport 
fishing.

* Chickasaw National Wild-
life Refuge, TN: Expansion of 
area for migratory bird hunting, 
upland game hunting and big 
game hunting. The refuge is 
also open to sport fishing.

* Deer Flat National Wild-
life Refuge, ID: Expansion of 
area for big game hunting. The 
refuge is also open to migra-
tory bird hunting, upland game 
hunting and sport fishing.

* Hagerman National Wild-
life Refuge, TX: Addition of 
turkey to species in big game 
hunting. The refuge is also open 
to migratory bird hunting, up-
land game hunting and sport 
fishing.

* Saddle Mountain (Han-
ford Reach) National Wildlife 
Refuge, WA: Expansion of area 
for migratory bird hunting, 
upland game hunting and big 
game hunting. Addition of chu-
kar (a member of the pheasant 
family) to upland game hunt-
ing program. The refuge is also 
open to sport fishing.

* Julia Butler Hanson Ref-
uge for the Columbian White-
Tailed Deer, OR: Expansion of 
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area for migratory bird hunting. 
The refuge is also open to sport 
fishing.

* Lower Hatchie National 
Wildlife Refuge, TN: Expansion 
of area for migratory bird hunt-
ing, upland game hunting and 
big game hunting. The refuge is 
also open to sport fishing.

* Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge, MN: Expan-
sion of area for migratory bird 
hunting, upland game hunting 
and big game hunting. The ref-
uge is also open to sport fishing.

* Ninigret National Wildlife 
Refuge, RI: Addition of deer to 
species for big game hunting 
program. The refuge is also 
open to sport fishing.

* Red Rock Lakes National 
Wildlife Refuge, MT: Expan-
sion of area for migratory bird 
hunting and big game hunting. 
The refuge is also open to sport 
fishing.

* Upper Ouachita National 
Wildlife Refuge, LA: Expansion 
of area for migratory bird hunt-
ing, upland game hunting and 
big game hunting. The refuge 
is open to sport fishing.

* Waccamaw National Wild-
life Refuge, SC: Expansion of 
area for big game hunting. Add 
woodcock to species for migra-
tory bird hunting. The refuge is 
also open to upland game hunt-
ing and sport fishing.

* William L. Finley National 
Wildlife Refuge, OR: Expansion 
of area for big game hunting. 
The refuge is also open to sport 
fishing.

While definitions of hunting 
categories vary by refuge and 

state, migratory bird hunting 
generally includes ducks and 
geese. Upland game hunting 
may cover such animals as 
game birds, rabbit, squirrel, 
opossum and coyote. Big game 
hunting may include such ani-
mals as wild turkey, deer and 
feral hogs.  

Under the National Wildlife 
Refuge System Improvement 
Act of 1997, the Service can 
permit hunting and fishing 
along with four other types of 
wildlife-dependent recreational 
uses where they are compatible 
with refuge purpose and mis-
sion. Hunting, within specified 
limits, is permitted on more 
than 300 national wildlife ref-
uges. Fishing is permitted on 
more than 270 national wildlife 
refuges. Other wildlife-depen-
dent recreation on national 
wildlife refuges includes wild-
life observation, photography, 
interpretation and education. 

The National Wildlife Ref-
uge System, managed by the 
Service, is the nation's premier 
system of public lands and 
waters set aside to conserve 
America's fish, wildlife and 
plants. 

iowa
duck season opens 
september 22 in all 

zones
Iowa’s five day early duck 

season begins Sept. 22 amid 
some of the most challenging 
conditions hunters have faced 
in more than two decades. 

The drought has left most 
wetlands dry or nearly dry, con-

centrating hunters and ducks 
on the few wetlands that still 
have water. 

“Just about any marsh that 
has water in it has ducks on it,” 
said Guy Zenner, waterfowl 
biologist for the Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. 
“Duck production in the prairie 
pothole region of Canada was 
good this year, so we should 
have a good fall flight of ducks. 
In fact, we’ve already seen good 
numbers of blue-winged teal 
pass through.”

Zenner said hunters may 
need to consider hunting riv-
ers if they want to avoid the 
crowds. The low stream flows 
are almost creating small wet-
land-like pools that may be at-
tractive to ducks, particularly 
wood ducks. 

“There are very few places 
out there where you can hunt 
out of a boat,” he said. “The 
reservoirs are low with no 
water in the vegetation. Hunt-
ing Saylorville, Coralville, Red 
Rock or Rathbun may not be the 
best, but at least you will be able 
to get your boat on the water.”

The early season closes on 
Sept. 26.

The drought does have a 
silver lining for the future. 

Many wetlands had lost 
most of their beneficial habitat 
after many years of high water. 
The drought is allowing these 
dry marsh beds to re-vegetate 
with new plants that will cre-
ate excellent habitat when the 
water returns.

“That won’t help this year, 
unless we get a lot of rain in the 


