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bell on his collar was working 
the cover while I skirted the 
woods along the side hill where 
a few little cedars grew, but 
where the country was mostly 
open. From my position I could 
see any bird that flushed wild 
before my friend or our dog.

    Out of woods swamp 
came as beautiful a buck as 
I ever saw. He wasn’t hurry-
ing. He came straight at me 
in a slow lope, with his head 
turned back, apparently much 
interested in the bell on the dog. 
It was something new in his 
life. I wanted Shedd to see that 
buck and I began to shout and 
yell. I made no attempt to stand 
still and kept shouting and 
pointing. The deer had to keep 
turning his head to see where 
he was going and swinging it 
back to try to locate the dog and 
bell. He should have seen me. 
On he came straight up the hill. 
I wasn’t sure he wasn’t  going 
to tun me down.

    The wind was blowing 
up the hill, so there was no 
chance for him to smell me. 
Shedd broke out of the cover, 
but that didn’t bother the buck, 
for he didn’t change his gait. 
That buck passed so close to me 
that I could have almost poked 
him with the gun barrels. Then 
when he passed me he got my 
scent. He couldn’t have started 
faster if he had been shot with 
a load of red pepper. He still 
remains in my mind as the 
fastest-moving deer I ever saw.

    All big-game hunters 
know that if they want their 
game served up nicely to the 

gun, it must not get the man 
scent. This applies to all spe-
cies, even the mountain sheep, 
which is credited with having 
the keenest eyesight of the lot. 
This ability to smell man and 
recognize him by his scent has 
not been given to game birds. 
At least, that is my opinion. 
Ruffed grouse and pheasants 
are credited with being the 
smartest of our game birds, yet 
I never heard their staunchest 
admirer contend that either 
could identify a man by scent.

    The first man I ever ran 
across who claimed ducks could 
smell a hunter was an old guide 
on the Texas coast. As we came 
out on a large tidal flat, thou-
sands of pintails left the water 
and circled. Many of them got up 
from a point and from the bare 
mud that ran alongside it. It was 
an ideal place to build a blind, 
but my guide said no. “It won’t 
do you no good to set there. 
Wind would be directly behind 
you, and those long-necked ras-
cals can smell a fellow a mighty 
long ways off.”

    We argued the question 
and I lost, because I have always 
believed that when in the other 
fellow’s country you had better 
take his advice on hunting tech-
nique. That was many years ago; 
I have always wished I had made 
an exception in this case and put 
the decoys on that point to show 
this guide that pintails will decoy 
straight into the blind with the 
wind blowing over the hunters.

    Ducks were very plentiful 
and we had good enough shoot-
ing from his choice of location, 
which had the wind blowing 

across the face of the blind, so 
that the ducks coming in from 
the bay didn’t get that terrible 
man scent. “Never give a pintail 
a chance to smell you, or you’ll 
never get a chance to kill him,” 
was his final word on the subject.

    Since that day I have killed 
a great many pintails that came 
in against the wind with the 
breeze over my left shoulder, 
which has always been one of 
my favorite sets. Try it some time. 
It gives you a nice left swing on 
your second shot. I like it better 
than a left wind paralleling the 
face of the blind, as it usually 
pulls the birds in closer.

    It was a long time before I 
again met a shooter who believed 
ducks could smell a man and get 
themselves away from him. This 
Long Island duck-hunter insisted 
that black ducks could smell you 
every time, and he knew because 
he had been brought up hunting 
black ducks and he had seen 
them time and again flare from 
the scent. “Pintails can’t smell 
you,” he would say, “or none of 
the rest of ‘em, but a black mal-
lard can smell you, and don’t you 
think he can’t.”

    Not once but dozens of 
times I have had singles and 
pairs split from a flock when I 
was calling and light in the de-
coys. Wanting the flock to come 
in, I have paid little attention to 
them and kept on calling at the 
birds in the air. Those birds, 
quiet on the water, didn’t smell 
the man in the blind, and that 
goes for pintails mid blacks and 
greenheads.
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Dog’s Space

We all know that a happy pet 
makes for a happy home, so for 
dog owners it is our job to make 
sure that the home is a safe and 
comfortable living space. From 
big ranches to one bedroom flats 
our dogs are forced to adapt to 
the homes that we have chosen. 
The best thing you can do for 
a dog is to keep their needs in 
mind the same way that you 
keep your own every day.

“Dogs need food, water, and 
shelter, however, most dogs 
need more than that” explains 
Dr. M.A. Crist, clinical assistant 
professor at the Texas A&M 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
& Biomedical Sciences. “Dogs 
have emotional needs as well as 
physical requirements, they are 
social animals and need to be a 
part of the family or be included 
in your daily routine”

“Some dogs acquire bad 
habits due to neglect or bore-
dom. They begin to bark or ex-
press numerous emotions such 
as anxiety, aggression, boredom, 
playfulness, hunger and can 
sometimes even become de-
structive,” Crist continues, “En-
richment toys are recommended 
to help with this. These usually 
have foods placed in them and 
then the dog has to work on get-
ting the food out over a period 

of time.”

For potential dog owners 
who live in smaller environ-
ments such as an apartment, 
condo, or duplex-type of space 
it would be best to purchase a 
small breed dog with an expect-
ed mild-mannered behavior.

“A crate can help limit ac-
cess to areas that are off limits 
until all household rules are 
learned such as what not to 
chew on and areas the pet is 
not to eliminate in. It should 
be just large enough for the pet 
to stand and turn around in 
and strong enough to securely 
contain the pet.” Crist contin-
ues, “It might be wise to place 
the crate in your bedroom or a 
nearby place especially if the 
pet is a puppy then one can hear 
the puppy whine if it needs to 
get outside to eliminate.”

According to Crist, older 
pets should be kept nearby so 
that crating is not associated 
with social isolation.  Once the 
pet is comfortable in the crate 
near you, one can gradually 
move it to the location you pre-
fer.  Crating a pet for separation 
anxiety will not solve the issue.  
A crate can prevent the pet from 
being destructive; however, the 
pet can be injured if trying to 
escape from the crate.  Separa-

tion anxiety should be handled 
with desensitization training 
and counter-conditioning.  An 
owner may need to consult 
with a board certified vet-
erinary behaviorist for further 
treatment.

“We do have to be mindful 
if this pet is a puppy or an older 
dog because each requires dif-
ferent needs,” suggests Crist. 
“Puppies less than six months 
old should not be left alone or 
neglected for more than three 
to four hours at a time because 
they cannot control their blad-
ders for long periods of time. 
Another consideration is if the 
apartment has a balcony, then 
one has to always be mindful 
that the pet does not fall from 
the balcony. Stairs could also 
present a problem to some dogs 
if they are a senior pet or if they 
have arthritis.”

Some people with yards or 
larger properties often have 
dog houses for dogs that sleep 
outside or are outside for ex-
tended periods of time. The 
idea that a dog is an ‘outside’ 
dog does not mean that the 
owner cares any less for it, but 
if your dog is going to be out-
side for the majority of the day 
there are some things to keep 
in mind.

“Some believe that outdoor 
dogs can have a higher risk for 
being abandoned,” said Crist 
“When a dog lives as part of the 
family inside the house, a tight 
and caring household bond can 
be formed. Occasionally, some 
puppies that grow up outside 

The Dog’s Space at Your Place
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receive no socialization or be-
havior training. Some dogs may 
become bored or lonely and 
can develop bad habits such as 
digging in the yard, barking, 
chewing on outdoor equip-
ment, sprinklers, or housing.”

Crist added that some coun-
ty laws do not allow the pet to 
be chained up outside and re-
quire the pet to have food, wa-
ter, and shelter. Some dogs that 
are unsupervised in the yard 
or outside can be physically 
injured from hazards that might 
be present in the backyard. 
They might want to chase other 
creatures like a skunk, raccoon, 
possum or other animals that 
might visit at night.

For outside dogs, toxic 
plants and meter readers that 
may spray the pet with a deter-
rent for their own protection are 
also things to be mindful of.

So whether you carry your 
canine in your purse with you 
everywhere or give him the 
ranch to roam, as long as you 
keep your tail-wagger’s best 
interest in mind along the way 
it will keep your home a happy 
one.

ABOUT PET TALK

Pet Talk is a service of the 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
& Biomedical Sciences, Texas 
A&M University. Stories can be 
viewed on the Web at http://
tamunews.tamu.edu/.

Suggestions for future top-
ics may be directed to editor@
cvm.tamu.edu



23
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

October/November  2012                              We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                        www.Bdarn.com

Politics

A recent rabid raccoon case 
in Alabama serves as a reminder 
that the public should not take 
wild animals from their natu-
ral environment. The Alabama 
Department of Public Health 
(ADPH) has confirmed one of 
four baby raccoons that were 
recently relocated from Baldwin 
County to Walker County tested 
positive for rabies. The raccoon 
exposed a group of adults and 
children in both counties to 
rabies. 

Most wildlife is protected 
under law and may not be 
legally taken from the wild or 
kept as pets. Doing so is harm-
ful to the animal and can put 
humans at risk of exposure to 
various diseases, including ra-
bies. If you find wildlife, leave 
it in the wild. 

According to Gary Moody, 
Wildlife Section Chief for the 
Alabama Division of Wild-
life and Freshwater Fisheries 
(WFF), the USDA Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Ser-
vice has expended tremendous 
resources in recent years to 
eradicate raccoon rabies from 
portions of Alabama. “A move-
ment such as this threatens the 
entire multi-year effort as rac-

Rabies Case a Reminder to 
Leave Wildlife in the Wild

coon rabies could be potentially 
reintroduced back into a pre-
viously treated area,” Moody 
said. “This case is an example 
of someone picking up cute and 
fuzzy wildlife that could have 
resulted in fatal consequences 
for both humans and other 
wildlife. Private ownership 
of wildlife is illegal for good 
reason.”

Rabies is a viral disease that 
can affect all mammals and is 
considered to be 100 percent 
fatal. Humans who have been 
exposed to rabies must undergo 
the recommended medical 
treatment in order to prevent 
the disease. 

 To limit potential exposure 
to rabies or other diseases 
sometimes carried by wildlife, 
avoid contact with wild animals 
or domestic animals acting in a 
strange or unusual manner. If 
you are bitten or scratched by 
a wild animal, rinse the wound 
thoroughly under running wa-
ter and seek medical treatment 
immediately. For more informa-
tion about rabies prevention, 
click here. 

“The best way to avoid 
exposure to rabies is to leave 
wild animals in the wild,” said 

Keith Gauldin, a WFF wildlife 
biologist. “Though they may be 
cute, wildlife young can also be 
dangerous. Rabies is only one 
of the many dangers involved 
in handling wild animals.”

Rabies isn’t the only danger 
when dealing with wildlife. 
Keeping wild animals in cap-
tivity is illegal and dangerous. 
In the 1990s, captive deer that 
had become domesticated in 
Alabama were responsible for 
the deaths of two people. 

Taking animals from their 
natural environment robs them 
of an opportunity to learn to 
survive, even if that means the 
animal must fend for itself. If 
you find wildlife that has been 
injured, contact a WFF district 
office. For a complete list of WFF 
district wildlife offices, visit 
www.outdooralabama.com.

The Alabama Department 
of Conservation and Natu-
ral Resources promotes wise 
stewardship, management and 
enjoyment of Alabama’s natu-
ral resources through five divi-
sions:  Marine Police, Marine 
Resources, State Lands, State 
Parks, and Wildlife and Fresh-
water Fisheries.  To learn more 
about ADCNR, visit www.out-
dooralabama.com.
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News from the Non-profits

DuCkS 
unLimiTeD

LouiSiana WiLDLife 
anD fiSheRieS 
CommiSSion 

aWaRDS DuCkS 
unLimiTeD $1 

miLLion
STaTe gRanT 

funDing ConSeRveS 
viTaL WaTeRfoWL 

habiTaT
In a July 2 meeting, the 

Louisiana Wildlife and Fish-
eries Commission awarded 
Ducks Unlimited 100 percent of 
the available State Grants Pro-
gram funding for the next three 
years. This commitment brings 
Louisiana’s cumulative contri-
bution for habitat conservation 
on Canadian breeding grounds 
important to Louisiana’s water-
fowl to more than $10 million.

“Ducks Unlimited is very 
pleased to see the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Com-
mission continue a long and 
storied history of making wise 
investments in waterfowl habi-

tat important to the birds that 
wing their way to Louisiana 
each year,” said DU Director of 
Conservation Programs Jerry 
Holden. “As approximately 35 
percent of the ducks harvested 
in Louisiana come from Sas-
katchewan, investing Louisi-
ana’s dollars in this geography 
clearly provides the greatest 
return for the state’s waterfowl 
hunters.”

The Association of Fish and 
Wildlife (AFWA) State Grants 
Program is funded through 
hunting license sales. The dis-
tribution of available funding is 
decided by each state’s wildlife 
agency commission following a 
request for funding proposals. 
Louisiana has been participat-
ing in the program since 1964, 
longer than any other state.

“The importance of state 
grants contributions to Ca-
nadian habitat conservation 
and restoration projects can-
not be overstated,” said DU 
Canada’s Director of Interna-
tional Partnerships Pat Kehoe. 
“Individual state contributions 
are combined with other state 
contributions, matched dol-
lar for dollar by DU Inc. and 
DU Canada, and then used 
as match for North American 
Wetlands Conservation Act 
grants.”

DU was able to leverage the 
2011-2012 Louisiana state grant 
contribution of $643,796 to se-
cure a total investment of more 

than $3.2 million for conserva-
tion of important breeding hab-
itats. With this new three-year 
commitment, Louisiana will 
contribute $1 million, which 
will be leveraged a minimum 
of four times to yield at least $4 
million for waterfowl habitat 
conservation in Saskatchewan.

Breeding ground habitat 
work is critical for the health 
of continental populations of 
waterfowl, and Louisiana’s 
waterfowl hunters understand 
that. As such, nine past DU 
state chairmen for Louisiana 
and the current state chairman 
elect were present at the com-
mission meeting to support the 
best use of Louisiana hunters’ 
investment.

“Ducks Unlimited’s pro-
grams in the U.S. and Canada 
are consistent with the North 
American Waterfowl Manage-
ment Plan, and our prairie 
programs are structured to pro-
tect native, highly productive 
habitat while also improving 
waterfowl production in work-
ing agricultural landscapes,” 
Kehoe said.

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
DU is celebrating its 75th an-
niversary this year, with special 
events, projects and promotions 
across the continent. Ducks 
Unlimited has conserved more 
than 12 million acres thanks to 
contributions from more than 
a million supporters across the 
continent. Guided by science 
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and dedicated to program ef-
ficiency, DU works toward the 
vision of wetlands sufficient to 
fill the skies with waterfowl to-
day, tomorrow and forever. For 
more information on our work, 
visit www.ducks.org. Connect 
with us on our Facebook page 
at facebook.com/ducksunlim-
ited, follow our tweets at twit-
ter.com/ducksunlimited and 
watch DU videos at youtube.
com/ducksunlimitedinc.

 
Du SuPPoRTS 

oPening Some 
CRP LanDS foR 

DRoughT-STRiCken 
RanCheRS

Ducks Unlimited supports 
opening certain Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) lands 
to haying and grazing during 
the current drought affecting 
livestock feed supplies. U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture Tom 
Vilsack opened nearly 4 million 
acres of CRP land this week 
for livestock producers deal-
ing with shortages of hay and 
pastureland.

“Ranchers need help during 
these difficult times, so opening 
some CRP to haying and graz-
ing now makes sense,” said DU 
CEO Dale Hall. “Conservation 
landscapes are also working 
lands. CRP is not only valuable 
for waterfowl but also serves 
as an important grass reserve 
for our country’s beef produc-
ers. We need CRP and native 
prairie on the landscape to meet 
the challenges of catastrophic 
conditions like these to help 
protect the livestock industry 

and our nation’s food supply, 
keep grocery prices in check for 
American consumers and pro-
vide critical wildlife habitat.”

Before the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) opens 
up emergency haying and graz-
ing on CRP lands in individual 
states, they must first review 
local wildlife concerns through 
a state technical committee 
process and decide whether to 
concur with Secretary Vilsack’s 
decision. State technical com-
mittees are comprised of pro-
ducers, agricultural groups and 
conservation organizations.

“With farmers and ranchers 
experiencing the worst drought 
in decades, we are fortunate 
to have CRP acres to hay and 
graze,” said Jess Peterson, ex-
ecutive vice president of the 
U.S. Cattlemen’s Association.  
“Done the right way, haying 
and grazing on CRP will be 
good for ranchers, waterfowl 
and the public at large.”

Secretary Vilsack declared 
an additional 218 counties in 
12 states as primary natural 
disaster areas due to damage 
and losses caused by drought 
and excessive heat.  More than 
half of all counties in the United 
States have been designated as 
disaster areas by the USDA in 
2012, mainly due to drought.

DuCkS unLimiTeD 
De mexiCo LeaDeR 

ReCognizeD
The strong leadership of 

Ducks Unlimited de Mexico 
(DUMAC) was highlighted at 
a recent meeting of its board 

of directors as the organization 
upgraded the title of Eduardo 
Carrera, staff director of DU-
MAC, to national executive 
director and chief executive 
officer.

Based in Monterrey, in the 
state of Nuevo Leon, DUMAC 
is the sister organization to 
Ducks Unlimited Inc. charged 
with carrying out waterfowl 
and wetland habitat conserva-
tion work in Mexico, a prime 
wintering destination for many 
North American waterfowl 
such as blue-winged teal, pin-
tails and Pacific black brant. 
DUMAC was established in 
1974, and working with Ducks 
Unlimited Inc. and Ducks Un-
limited Canada, plays a key 
role in DU’s continent-wide 
approach to conservation of a 
waterfowl resource that ranges 
from Alaska’s North Slope and 
the Arctic Sea to the southern 
tip of Mexico and beyond.

“Eduardo Carrera’s lead-
ership has helped DUMAC 
grow into an internationally 
recognized leader of wetlands 
and waterfowl conservation 
in Mexico,” said John Tomke, 
president of DUMAC’s board 
of directors. “With a very lean 
staff, Carrera and DUMAC are 
doing amazing things, includ-
ing generating foundational 
science, such as an inventory 
and classification of wetland 
habitats throughout the coun-
try, and monitoring landscape 
change in key areas for water-
fowl. Armed with this kind of 
data, DUMAC then implements 
on-the-ground conservation 
projects such as pioneering 
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mangrove restoration dem-
onstration projects that are 
providing a model for govern-
mental and non-governmental 
organizations.”

Rogers Hoyt Jr., DUMAC 
vice president, praised Car-
rera, saying, “The board could 
not be more proud of Eduardo 
and what he has done and 
continues to do in building the 
effectiveness and reputation of 
DUMAC. The board was unani-
mous and enthusiastic in its 
reaffirmation of his leadership 
with the upgrading of his title 
to national executive director 
and chief executive officer.”

“I am happy to know that 
the board is pleased with DU-
MAC’s work, and am person-
ally honored to receive this rec-
ognition,” Carrera said when he 
was notified of his title change. 
“This expression of confidence 
is not just rewarding to me, 
however; it is a gratifying rec-
ognition of the hard work of 
DUMAC’s small, but very com-
petent and productive, staff.”

Du aPPLauDS 
inTeRioR PLan’S 

PRoTeCTion 
of CRiTiCaL 

WaTeRfoWL aReaS
Secretary of the Interior 

Ken Salazar announced today 
a new strategic plan to manage 
the 22.8-million-acre National 
Petroleum Reserve in Alaska 
(NPR-A). Known as Alternative 
B-2, the new guidelines protect 
11.8 million acres—roughly 
half of the reserve—as critical 
habitat area, while allowing oil 

and gas development on the re-
maining half. Salazar made the 
announcement this morning in 
Anchorage, Alaska, hailing the 
plan as the most responsible 
and equitable approach to man-
aging the reserve.

The NPR-A is one of the 
Arctic’s greatest migratory bird 
nesting and molting areas and is 
the summer home to hundreds 
of thousands of waterfowl and 
shorebirds. It provides critical 
molting areas for up to 30 per-
cent of the entire population of 
Pacific Flyway brant, 25 percent 
of the midcontinent population 
of greater white-fronted geese 
and a growing number of lesser 
snow and Canada geese.

“This proposal would allow 
us to continue to expand our 
leasing in the NPR-A, as we 
have done over the last three 
years as part of the Obama ad-
ministration’s focus on expand-
ing safe and responsible oil and 
gas development, and builds 
on our efforts to help compa-
nies develop the infrastructure 
that’s needed to bring supplies 
online,” Salazar said. “This plan 
also strikes an important bal-
ance by recognizing the need to 
protect America’s treasures in 
the Arctic, from the raptors of 
the Colville River and the polar 
bears of the Beaufort Sea coast, 
to Teshekpuk Lake, Peard Bay 
and some of the largest caribou 
herds on Earth.”

The Teshekpuk Lake Special 
Area (TSLA) was the foremost 
area of concern for DU when 
considering the strategic plan; 
it’s the center of the world’s 
largest Arctic wetland and the 

heart of an international water-
fowl migration.

“The importance of the 
Teshekpuk Lake Special Area, 
and the peninsula and lakes just 
above it, cannot be overstated,” 
said DU CEO Dale Hall. “It 
contains an irreplaceable array 
of large basin habitats that meet 
the special needs of breeding 
waterfowl and molting geese. 
While DU’s focus is wetlands 
and waterfowl, this habitat is 
also critically important for 
caribou, grizzlies, other wildlife 
species and public uses, includ-
ing hunting and other outdoor 
recreation.”

DU has long played a role in 
the planning process for today’s 
announcement. In the mid 
1990s, DU worked in partner-
ship with the Bureau of Land 
Management and the North 
Slope Borough to map the NPR-
A using satellite technology. 
In more recent years, DU con-
sistently provided the Depart-
ment of Interior with scientific 
support documenting water-
fowl habitats and contributed 
management recommendation 
plans to ensure protection of 
unique and valuable habitat.

“We applaud the DOI for 
considering the needs of wa-
terfowl throughout the devel-
opment of this plan, and we 
appreciate their efforts to work 
with us in ensuring that key 
waterfowl habitats would be 
protected,” Hall said. “I’m very 
pleased we were able to play a 
significant role in crafting this 
policy and we will continue to 
weigh in as the secretary moves 
toward a final decision.”
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Once a final Integrated Ac-
tivity Plan and Environmental 
Impact Statement (IAP/EIS) 
is released, Sec. Salazar has 30 
days to review it before making 
his decision on the NPR-A plan.

keY ConSeRvaTion 
LegiSLaTion 

ReaCheS SenaTe 
fLooR

Ducks Unlimited voices 
support for NAWCA reau-
thorization, duck stamp price 
increase and electronic access

The Senate Environment 
and Public Works Committee 
unanimously reported to the 
Senate floor today three bills 
important to conservation and 
of priority interest to Ducks Un-
limited: S. 2282, reauthorizing 
the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act (NAWCA) 
through 2017; S. 2156, increas-
ing the price of the federal 
duck stamp; and S. 2071, mak-
ing online purchase of duck 
stamps a permanent option. 
The bills were reported without 
objection to the full Senate for 
consideration.

“We sincerely appreciate 
the leadership of Chairwoman 
Boxer and Senator Inhofe for 
moving these bills in a bipar-
tisan manner in today’s action 
by the full committee,” DU 
CEO Dale Hall said during his 
visit to Capitol Hill this week. 
“We also want to thank the bill 
sponsors—for S. 2282, Sena-
tors Inhofe and Boxer; for S. 
2156, Senator Begich; and for 
S. 2071, Senator Wicker—for 
their work in shepherding the 

bills through the committee 
process. All three bills will 
enhance wetland habitat con-
servation and opportunities for 
waterfowl hunters and other 
wildlife enthusiasts to enjoy 
our wildlife resources through 
science-based, sustainable use. 
We look forward to working 
with the Senate to quickly pass 
these bills.”

Hall and DU’s Chief Con-
servation Officer Paul Schmidt 
joined other key members of 
DU’s Public Policy Team in 
Washington this week to sup-
port these three critical pieces of 
legislation, as well as to speak 
with members of Congress 
about the important conserva-
tion measures within the 2012 
Farm Bill being debated this 
summer. The importance of 
provisions in the bill to protect 
wetlands and grasslands and 
sufficient funding for important 
programs such as the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program and Wet-
lands Reserve Program cannot 
be overstated.

S. 2282, one of the bills 
headed to the Senate floor this 
week, concerns the future of 
NAWCA, one of the most suc-
cessful partnership programs 
for conserving key wetland 
habitats across North America. 
NAWCA uses modest federal 
funds to leverage non-federal 
funds in an average 3:1 ratio to 
deliver habitat conservation. 
Since it was enacted in 1989, 
NAWCA has helped fund more 
than 2,000 conservation projects 
on more than 25 million acres 
in all 50 states, Canada and 
Mexico. Reauthorization is es-

sential to keep NAWCA fund-
ing available beyond its current 
expiration date in September.

“Congress exhibited great 
foresight when they creat-
ed NAWCA and brought it 
through its first 22 years as the 
most effective wetland restora-
tion program in the country,” 
Schmidt said. “NAWCA is es-
sential to conservation now and 
in the future, but even more 
important, it is essential to the 
future of wetlands and water-
fowl and wildlife populations 
for future generations to enjoy. 
We strongly urge the Senate to 
pass this reauthorization mea-
sure.”

Also under consideration 
this week is an increase in the 
price of the federal duck stamp. 
Sportsmen and women have 
once again demonstrated their 
support of conservation by 
their willingness to accept an 
appropriate price increase on 
the stamp. Nearly all revenue 
from federal duck stamp sales 
is dedicated to conserving land 
as part of the National Wildlife 
Refuge System. S. 2156 would 
permit the Secretary of the In-
terior, in consultation with the 
Migratory Bird Conservation 
Commission, to set the price 
for future duck stamps, within 
limits established by Congress. 
This new model would allow 
the secretary to consider in-
flation and other factors that 
might warrant a price increase. 
The price of the federal duck 
stamp, currently $15, has not 
increased since 1991.

Sportsmen and women are 
also increasingly buying their 
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hunting licenses and stamps 
online. All state fish and wild-
life agencies now make their 
hunting and fishing licenses 
and stamps available electroni-
cally. S. 2071 would make what 
was a pilot program in a few 
states available to all states to 
expand availability of federal 
duck stamps online. Hunters 
will still receive their paper 
stamps, but can now electroni-
cally purchase and receive a 
validation number for the fed-
eral duck stamp immediately, 
before heading to the blind. 
Ducks Unlimited first voiced its 
opinion on the e-Duck Stamp 
pilot program during congres-
sional testimony in October 
2011.

DuCk numbeRS 
Remain STRong aS 
habiTaT DeCLineS

fWS SuRveY 
inDiCaTeS ReCoRD 

DuCk numbeRS, 
aveRage PonD 

CounT
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (FWS) released its pre-
liminary report today on breed-
ing ducks and habitats, based 
on surveys conducted in May 
and early June. Total popula-
tions were estimated at 48.6 
million breeding ducks in the 
surveyed area. This estimate 
represents a 7 percent increase 
over last year’s estimate of 45.6 
million birds, and is 43 percent 
above the 1955-2010 long-term 
average. This year’s estimate 
is a record high and is only the 
sixth time in the survey’s his-

tory that the total duck popula-
tion exceeded 40 million.

This chart summarizes in-
formation about duck popu-
lations and wetland habitats 
during spring 2012, focusing 
on areas encompassed by the 
USFWS and CFWS Waterfowl 
Breeding Population and Habi-
tat Survey. Visit www.ducks.
org/survey to see the full ver-
sion and learn more.

“Early indications were 
that the mild and dry condi-
tions experienced across North 
America this past fall and win-
ter would negatively impact 
spring pond conditions and 
allow increases in grassland 
conversion rates, ultimately 
impacting nesting efforts this 
season,” said Ducks Unlimited 
Chief Scientist Dale Humburg. 
“Strong returning duck popula-
tions and late spring precipita-
tion have brightened prospects 
for 2012 duck production. If 
nesting and brood-rearing con-
ditions are favorable over the 
next few months, we could see 
another strong fall flight.”

Habitat conditions observed 
across the U.S. and Canadian 
survey areas during the 2012 
Waterfowl Breeding Popula-
tion and Habitat Survey were 
characterized by average to 
below-average moisture, espe-
cially in the southern portions. 
Significant decreases in wet-
land numbers and conditions 
occurred on the U.S. prairies 
in 2012. The estimate of ponds 
for the north-central United 
States was 1.7 million, 49 per-
cent below the 2011 estimate of 

3.2 million and similar to the 
long-term average. Nearly all 
of the north-central U.S. habitat 
was rated as good to excel-
lent in 2011; however, only the 
habitat in the Coteau region of 
North and South Dakota was 
rated as good in 2012, and no 
areas were rated as excellent 
habitat this year. Drastic wet-
land declines in western South 
Dakota and Montana resulted 
in mostly poor-to-fair habitat 
conditions.

Conditions in most por-
tions of the Canadian prairies 
declined as well. Residual mois-
ture from prior years ensured 
retention of permanent wet-
lands on the Missouri Coteau 
in Saskatchewan and near the 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba 
border, but temporary wetlands 
retained little moisture due to 
a shallow frost seal and below-
average precipitation. The 2012 
estimate of ponds in Prairie 
Canada was 3.9 million. This 
was 21 percent below last year’s 
estimate and 13 percent above 
the 1961- 2011 average.

Total pond counts for the 
United States and Canada 
combined showed 5.5 million 
ponds, a 32 percent decrease 
from last year’s estimate and 
9 percent above the long-term 
average. This was the first time 
since 2008 that ponds dropped 
below 6 million.

Of the 10 species tradition-
ally reported, nine were similar 
to or increased in number from 
2011. Two species (northern 
pintail and American wigeon) 
remained below their long-
term average. Mallards, north-
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ern shovelers, blue-winged 
teal and scaup were bright 
spots on this year’s survey. For 
the first time since 1999, mal-
lard populations have exceeded 
10 million. Northern shovelers 
and bluewings again reached 
record highs (5.0 and 9.2 mil-
lion, respectively). Scaup num-
bers showed improvement and 
are above 5 million for the first 
time since 1991, but still remain 
below the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan 
(NAWMP) population goal. 
Only three species—northern 
pintail, American wigeon and 
scaup—remain below NAWMP 
goals.

“This year I am reminded 
again of the dynamic nature 
of wetland cycles and what 
happens when several years of 
strong production line up with 
the possible beginnings of a 
drought cycle,” Humburg said.

“As good as the popula-
tion news is this week, wa-
terfowl and wetland habitats 
continue to face significant 
long-term threats. The Farm 
Bill and North American Wet-
lands Conservation Act are up 
for renewal by Congress this 
year and both are crucial to our 
ability to conserve this critical 
habitat. We are also fighting 
to increase our investment in 
wetlands conservation by rais-
ing the price of the federal duck 
stamp,” said DU CEO Dale 
Hall. “Conservation is indeed 
at a crossroads this year.”

Nesting habitat across 
the Prairie Pothole Region con-
tinues to decline, particularly 
following the mild, dry winter. 

In many places in Canada, the 
mild conditions allowed farm-
ers to tile and return shallow 
wetlands to production. On 
the U.S. side of the border, ex-
piring Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) contracts, high 
commodity prices and other 
economic factors are not only 
pressuring wetland drainage, 
but also pushing conversions 
of grasslands to cropland.

A recent report from North 
Dakota Game and Fish noted 
nesting cover in the state con-
tinues to decline. During their 
survey, biologists noted many 
large tracts of grassland and 
CRP land had been converted 
to cropland since last year. CRP 
acres in North Dakota alone 
have dropped to about 2.3 mil-
lion acres, which is down about 
30 percent since 2007. Projec-
tions are that more than 650,000 
acres will be lost in 2012, and an 
additional 1.1 million acres will 
be lost in 2013-14. The loss of 
this critical nesting cover will be 
disastrous for breeding ducks, 
other nesting birds and hunting 
opportunities in the future.

As always, fall weather 
and habitat conditions along 
migration routes will have a 
big impact on migration chro-
nology and local hunting suc-
cess. “Severe drought in some 
important wintering regions 
adds a bit more uncertainty 
about prospects for the fall. 
However, I am encouraged 
by the number of breeding 
ducks surveyed this year, and 
hopeful production will be at 
least average,” Humburg said. 
“As a waterfowl hunter, I am 

always optimistic. As a water-
fowl biologist, I am realistic but 
committed to the conservation 
challenges ahead.”

The FWS spring surveys 
provide the scientific basis for 
many management programs 
across the continent, including 
the setting of hunting regula-
tions. The four flyway councils 
will meet in late July to recom-
mend and adopt the season 
structure and bag limits for 
2012-13. Individual states will 
make their specific selections 
within a federal framework of 
season length, bag limit and 
outside dates. Hunters should 
check their states’ rules for final 
dates.

View all the data and get a 
species-by-species breakdown 
at www.ducks.org/survey.


