
88
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

October/November 2012                                                     Now in our Twentieth year                                                    www.Bdarn.com

He reported that most 
groups had between 1/2 a bird 
to 2 birds per hunter. "Keep in 
mind most of our groups seem 
to shoot a lot of birds in the last 
hour of the day."

Schauer reported that most 
of the groups that found unhar-
vested or stripped corn fields 
were doing very well and that 
hunters in Beadle, Jerauld, 
Sanborn and Davison Counties 
were finding more birds.

"We also havent had any 
accidents today, which is excel-
lent. Opening weekend groups 
seem to really enjoy the tradi-
tion and camraderie that goes 
along with the day."

"Our August roadside brood 
surveys indicated that bird 
numbers are up from last year 
in many parts of the state," said 
Tom Kirschenmann, terrestrial 
chief in the state Game, Fish 
and Parks Department. "The 
combination of higher pheasant 
numbers, good weather condi-
tions, and a crop harvest near-
ing completion led to a great 
opening day."

The lack of rain across much 
of South Dakota did come into 
play, said Kirschenmann. "This 
year's drought has reduced the 
amount of cover available for 
pheasants. Birds concentrated 
in those areas of quality cover 
and hunters had success find-
ing birds there."

For a majority of South 
Dakotans and guests, opening 
day ranks right up there with a 
holiday like Christmas.

"Opening day traditions 
are a big part of why we hunt 

pheasants in South Dakota," 
Kirshenmann said. "Spending 
time with old friends, introduc-
ing the sport to new hunters, 
returning to the places where 
we have hunted for years - 
those are the reasons why we 
are drawn to the fields year 
after year."

Grouse Hunters 
Asked to tAke Fire 

PrecAutions
The South Dakota hunt-

ing seasons for grouse, prairie 
chicken and partridge open 
Sept. 15 and the Game, Fish and 
Parks Department is asking that 
hunters keep safety foremost 
in mind.

Fire danger has been ex-
tremely high throughout 
the summer, and remains so 
throughout much of the state. 
With that in mind, hunters are 
being asked to take precautions 
to help prevent range fires.

GFP asks hunters to take 
these basic precautions:

* Equip their vehicles with 
a large fire extinguisher, shovel 
and water they’ll need to fight 
a fire.

* Extinguish cigarettes with 
water or dirt or use an ashtray 
inside their vehicle.

* Limit vehicle traffic to des-
ignated roads and trails.

* Never park a vehicle over 
dry grass.

In addition, hunters can 
provide an extra safety measure 
by carrying a cell phone and 
being alert for possible fires. If 
smoke or fire is seen, hunters 

should report the fire location 
to local law enforcement or call 
911 immediately. 

tennessee
YoutH WAterFoWl 
Hunt APPlicAtion 

deAdline 
APProAcHinG 

For BoGotA And 
tHornY cYPress 

WMAs 
The Tennessee Wildlife Re-

sources Agency would like to 
remind all youth duck hunters 
and parents that the deadline 
for applying for the first-ever 
youth only waterfowl hunts at 
Bogota Wildlife Management 
Area (WMA) & Thorny Cypress 
WMA is midnight (CDT) Oct. 
10. These hunts are for youth 
6-15 years of age and will be 
held on Feb. 2 and Feb. 9, 2013.

A computer drawing will 
be held to determine successful 
applicants. Youth may apply 
for these hunts at any TWRA 
license agent, at any TWRA 
regional office or online. All 
successful applicants must be 
accompanied by at least one 
non-hunting adult, plus they 
may bring up to four additional 
youth hunters as their guests on 
the day of the hunt.

stAte’s 2012 dove 
seAson oPens 

sAturdAY, sePt. 1
One of Tennessee’s most 

long-standing outdoor sports 
traditions will begin with the 
annual opening of dove season. 


