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2011-12 quail season slightly 

improved from previous year
Survey results for the S.C. 

Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) 2011-12 Bob-
white Quail Hunter Survey 
indicates an average of 0.46 
coveys per hour were flushed 
during the 2011-12 season, a 
slight increase from the 2010-11 
season. Quail bagged per hour 
also increased slightly and rab-
bits jumped per hour increased 
significantly from last year. The 
reported average covey size de-
creased from the previous year. 

Fifty percent of those re-
sponding rated the 2011-12 
season as poor, while 29 percent 
gave the season a fair rating and 
21 percent a good rating. 

Quail harvest rate in the 
Midlands was higher than in 
the other three regions (the 
Piedmont, Northern Coastal 
Plain and the Southern Coastal 
Plain or "Low Country"). The 
reported average size of quail 
coveys ranged from 9.1 birds 
per covey in the Piedmont to 
10.7 birds per covey in the Mid-
lands. Calhoun County claimed 
the top spot in the coveys per 
hour index at 1.51, followed by 
Sumter (1.18) and Horry (0.73) 
counties. Sumter County led 
the state in quail harvested per 
hour at 1.85, followed by Dar-
lington County (0.87). County 

results should be interpreted 
cautiously due to the relatively 
low number of hunts upon 
which they are based.

Plans are underway to con-
tinue the Quail Hunter Survey 
for the 2012-13 season. Efforts 
are ongoing to increase the 
number of cooperators and all 
avid quail hunters are encour-
aged to participate. Contact the 
DNR Small Game Project, P.O. 
Box 167, Columbia, SC 29202, 
(803)734-3609, to be included 
in the survey. 
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harvested and increased bird 
numbers made an enjoyable 
experience for a majority of 
opening-day pheasant hunters 
in South Dakota.

A long, dry summer has 
sped the harvest of corn and 
soybean crops, where many 
early season pheasants seek 
refuge. This year, the birds had 
to resort to sloughs, grassy 
patches and shelterbelts, mak-
ing them easier to find in many 
areas of the state.

"Hunter numbers seemed 
to be down in central South 
Dakota," said Region 2 Game 
Manager Nathan Baker.

"Hunter success was about 
1.5 birds per hunter, but seemed 

to be higher than that in Camp-
bell Woolworth and Potter 
Counties."

"Hunters were in great spir-
its, and seemed to understand 
with reduced habitat due to 
the drought, and if they found 
a few birds, they found alot," 
said Baker.

There were two known 
hunting accidents in the area, 
both hunters being struck by 
pellets. Neither hunter was 
seriously injured. In the north-
eastern part of the state, hunters 
found birds in a mixed bag of 
areas.

"People were hunting shel-
terbelts and cattail sloughs as 
well as in the grass," said Re-
gion 1 Game Manager Jacqui 
Ermer.

"The CREP areas in Mar-
shall County were extremely 
busy," she said.

Ermer thought that hunters 
were averaging a bird a piece, 
but were seeing a good number 
of birds.

"Hunters in Faulk McPhere-
son and Edmunds Counties 
were having a little more suc-
cess, with about 2 birds each," 
she said.

Early week rains were a 
blessing as they reduced fire 
dangers in the area and hunters 
were glad to see it, Ermer said.

In southeastern SD, GFP 
Regional Game Manager Ron 
Schauer reported happy hunt-
ers.

"All the groups I talked to 
were in good moods," Schauer 
said.


