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are made of heavy gauge alu-
minum – 0.55-inch by 2.5-inch, 
rolled into a leg band and 
stamped with the following 
script, "PA GAME COMMIS-
SION, PYMATUNING WMA, 
50 YEARS. 

 These commemorative leg-
bands will not be sold by the 
Pennsylvania Game Commis-
sion. They will be given only to 
those drawn for the controlled 
goose hunts at Pymatuning, 
and their guests. An individual 
who shows up on stand-by to 
fill a slot vacated by a drawn 
hunter also would receive a 
band. Drawn hunters who fail 
to attend the waterfowl brief-
ing/or participating the con-
trolled hunt will not receive the 
commemorative leg band.

 Congratulations, if you've 
been drawn by the Game Com-
mission for a blind at Pyma-
tuning this fall. If you're going 
to be a guest of someone who 
was drawn, that's great, too. If 
neither of those situations ap-
ply to you, there's always the 
stand-by possibility, but please 
understand that doing so comes 
with no guarantee. 

Rhode Island
deM annoUnCes 

oPenInG oF sMall 
GaMe hUnTInG 

season on 
saTURdaY, oCToBeR 

20
The Department of Environ-

mental Management's Division 
of Fish and Wildlife has set 
seasons and bag limits for the 

Rhode Island small game hunt-
ing season that begins on Sat-
urday, October 20. Seasons and 
bag limits for small game were 
set following a public hear-
ing that was held in June. The 
2012-13 Hunting and Trapping 
Season Abstract summarizes 
various laws and regulations 
affecting wildlife and specifies 
season dates and bag limits 
for game species. The hunting 
season abstract is available 
from all license vendors, DEM's 
Division of Fish and Wildlife of-
fices in North Scituate and West 
Kingston, and DEM's Licensing 
Office at DEM Headquarters in 
Providence.

Hunting is a traditional 
recreational pastime in Rhode 
Island which contributes to the 
economic health of the state. 
According to the most recent 
statistics from the US Fish & 
Wildlife Service's National Sur-
vey of Fishing, Hunting, and 
Wildlife-Associated Recreation 
(2006), some 14,000 hunters 
spend over $10 million annu-
ally in Rhode Island on trip 
and equipment-related expen-
ditures for hunting activities.

The legal shooting hours for 
all small game, which includes 
pheasant, bobwhite, rabbit, 
hare, squirrel, and fox, are from 
sunrise to sunset; however, 
on October 20, legal shooting 
hours will be from 7:00 a.m. 
until sunset. The season for 
raccoon opened on October 1, 
with legal shooting hours from 
6:00 p.m. to midnight. Hunting 
hours for coyotes, which have 
no closed season, are one half 
hour before sunrise to one half 

hour after sunset.
The season for bobwhite 

quail opens on October 20 and 
runs until November 25. The 
pheasant season opens on Octo-
ber 20 and runs until February 
28, 2013. The season for rabbit, 
hare, squirrel and fox opens 
October 20 and closes Febru-
ary 28, 2013. The ruffed grouse 
season is closed statewide. New 
this year, state lands are open to 
small game hunting during the 
shotgun deer season, December 
1-16.

The daily bag limits for 
small game are as follows: 
pheasant (2), bobwhite (3), rab-
bit (3), hare (1), and gray squir-
rel (5). There is no bag limit for 
fox or raccoon.

Pheasant hunting requires 
the purchase of a gamebird per-
mit. The permit fees are used to 
support the existing pheasant 
stocking program, allow for 
a longer season for pheasant 
stocking, and help pay for the 
cost of habitat improvements 
on state lands. A permit consists 
of six pheasant tags that allow 
hunters to harvest six pheasant 
with the requirement that each 
bird be tagged immediately 
upon taking. Pheasant will 
be stocked weekly beginning 
on October 20 and continuing 
through the end of December. 
Hunters are allowed to pur-
chase an unlimited number 
of permits to take additional 
pheasant. The cost of a game-
bird permit is $15.50, with the 
funds from the program used 
to acquire pheasants and assist 
in habitat management projects 


