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Survey in which Game Com-
mission foresters and surveyors 
record numbers of broods and 
individual grouse seen while 
working in the woods during 
June, July and August. Trends 
in hunters’ fall flush rates fol-
low those of the summer survey 
about 80 percent of the time, 
so this information is used to 
develop the season forecast. 

 “Sightings of adult grouse 
during the summer of 2012 
were down roughly 40 percent 
and brood sightings were down 
25 percent compared to last 
year,” Williams said. “Looking 
a bit further back over time, 
observations of both adults 
and broods this summer are 
down 25 percent from the most 
recent 10- year averages. So 
in spite of what I believe was 
a good year for reproduction, 
I’m forecasting an average to 
slightly below-average grouse 
season in 2012-13. This makes 
it particularly important to 
understand the characteristics 
of good grouse habitat, locate 
high-quality coverts, and focus 
your efforts there.” 

 Grouse and woodcock 
hunters are urged to participate 
in the Game Commission’s 
Grouse Cooperator Survey, 
which enables the agency to 
monitor long-term changes in 
grouse populations in good 
habitats. Hunters of all skill 
levels are welcome, no matter 
how many days they are able to 
devote to grouse or woodcock 
hunting. For each day hunted, 
participants are asked to re-
cord the county and number of 
hours hunted, and number of 

grouse and woodcock flushed 
and bagged. 

 Hunters interested in par-
ticipating in the Cooperator 
Survey are asked to contact 
the Pennsylvania Game Com-
mission, Bureau of Wildlife 
Management by calling 717-
787-5529, or writing to: Penn-
sylvania Game Commission, 
ATTN: Grouse Cooperator 
Survey, 2001 Elmerton Ave., 
Harrisburg, PA 17110-9797. 
New Cooperators will receive 
a copy of the annual newsletter 
provided to all survey partici-
pants and all forms needed for 
the upcoming season.

 “Though cooperator 
information is presented as 
state or region averages, it is 
important to remember that 
statewide trends do not apply 
equally throughout Pennsylva-
nia,” Williams emphasized. She 
groups Pennsylvania regions 
into three categories, as far as 
grouse hunting prospects:

1) Northwest and Northcen-
tral: good to excellent. These 
regions are consistently the top 
two in the state and have main-
tained grouse flush rates at or 
above their long-term averages 
in recent years. The rate of tim-
ber harvest over the next few 
decades in this part of Penn-
sylvania may put enough land 
into good grouse cover that the 
“good old days” are just ahead. 
The six contiguous counties of 
Warren, Forest, McKean, Pot-
ter, Elk, and Cameron typically 
have the highest flush rates in 
the state and offer plenty of 
acreage in public and open-
access private lands for hunters 

looking for new coverts.
2) Southwest, Southcentral 

and Northeast: fair. These re-
gions maintain intermediate 
flush rates and habitat con-
ditions with somewhat less 
extensive overall forest cover 
and lower rates of active forest 
management at a large land-
scape scale. From 2010-2011 to 
2011-2012, flush rates increased 
slightly or remained stable in 
each of these regions.

3) Southeast: fair in areas 
north of the Blue Mountain and 
poor south of it. Large parcels 
of forest habitat in southeastern 
Pennsylvania were already 
scarce and this region has lost 
early successional habitat even 
more rapidly than the rest of 
the state. Consequently, grouse 
hunting opportunities in the 
agricultural and urban-domi-
nated landscapes south of the 
Blue Mountain are extremely 
limited. Again, locating high-
quality habitat is key and tak-
ing the time to scout for grouse 
food and cover hotspots prior to 
the season may pay dividends.

Grouse hunters are remind-
ed to wear at least 250 square 
inches of fluorescent orange 
clothing on the head, chest and 
back combined at all times; 
limit hunting parties to no more 
than six individuals; and plug 
shotguns to three-shell capac-
ity (magazine and chamber 
combined).
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