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observed fewer adult grouse 
and grouse broods this summer 
compared to prior years. Those 
sightings are often the best pre-
dictor of the season, so I advise 
hunters to hope for the best but 
keep their expectations realistic. 
Find areas of good dense cover 
and abundant food supply and 
you’ll put yourself in the best 
position for success.” 

	 The	first	segment	of	the	
state’s three-part grouse sea-
son opens Saturday, Oct. 13, 
and runs through Nov. 24. The 
season reopens Dec. 10 to 24, 
and then again from Dec. 26 to 
Jan. 26. Participating hunters 
must have a valid Pennsylvania 
hunting license and follow the 
regulations that govern this 
rugged sport of brush-busting 
and mountain-scampering. 
Wherever you hunt grouse, 
there is ample reason to carve 
out	 some	 time	afield	 this	 sea-
son. Just be sure to take time to 
locate high-quality coverts that 
provide a good mix of food and 
cover.

 “Losses of young forest 
habitat over the last several 
decades have been bad news 
for grouse, woodcock and 
other species that rely on these 
habitats,” said Ian Gregg, Game 
Commission Game Bird Section 
supervisor. “Our forests are get-
ting older, and that’s a negative 
for grouse. But, the good news 
is that the Game Commission 
is taking an active approach 
to improving the situation 
for grouse and other species 
that rely on young forests. We 
have Grouse and Woodcock 
management plans that call 

for aggressive management 
of young forest habitats, and 
Game Commission staff in all 
regions are actively working 
to create suitable habitat – not 
only on State Game Lands, but 
on cooperating State Forests 
and other public and private 
lands.	This	work	benefits	multi-
ple species and our efforts have 
received an overwhelmingly 
positive response from the pub-
lic and from our conservation 
partners.” 

 Pennsylvania’s state bird 
is holding its own in areas of 
suitable habitat, and in some 
areas, thriving. Statewide, the 
Game Commission’s 314 active 
Grouse Cooperators hunted 
7,787 hours and recorded 10,249 
flushes	 for	 an	average	 rate	of	
1.32	flushes	per	hour	during	the	
2011-2012 grouse season. This 
2011-2012	flush	rate	was	equal	
to that of the previous season 
but six percent below the long 
term (46-year) average of 1.41 
flushes	per	hour.	Embedded	in	
those statewide averages, how-
ever, are memorable hunting 
experiences, with many hunters 
recording	 four	 to	five	flushes	
per hour in areas of good food 
and cover.

 Williams noted that Penn-
sylvania consistently maintains 
the	highest	flush	 rates	among	
nearby states such as Kentucky, 
Maryland, New York, New 
Jersey, Ohio, West Virginia and 
Virginia.

 “Grouse flush trends in 
most of our neighboring states 
show a continuing long term 
decline,” Williams said. “Over 
the past six to seven years, 

Pennsylvania	flush	 rates	have	
exceeded those of all neighbor-
ing states. During that time, our 
grouse population index has 
stabilized in some regions that 
were previously declining, and 
even increased in some por-
tions of the Commonwealth. 
Anecdotal reports from grouse 
hunters as well as agency land 
managers and foresters suggest 
that forest understory condi-
tions have improved for grouse 
as deer numbers were brought 
back into balance with their for-
est habitats. I intend to further 
investigate this link between 
deer impacts, forest habitat 
quality and grouse numbers.”

 Grouse hunting remains a 
popular fall pursuit in Penn-
sylvania. According to the 
agency’s Game Take Survey, 
an estimated 80,000 hunters 
took 52,000 grouse during the 
2011-12 seasons, during 350,000 
days	afield.	Though	fewer	than	
in the past, grouse hunters 
remain passionate about their 
quarry, and the ruffed grouse 
remains a popular game bird in 
the Commonwealth. Yet grouse 
hunter numbers remain well 
below those of the mid-1980s 
when Pennsylvania had more 
than 400,000 hunters pursuing 
the thunderbird. 

 “Several hunters have told 
me they can hunt all day and 
not see another grouse hunter,” 
says Williams. “For hunters 
seeking a season with a little 
more elbow room yet plenty of 
challenge, you might want to 
consider grouse hunting.” 

 The Game Commission 
conducts a Summer Sighting 


