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tober 1 in northern and eastern 
portions of New York, October 
20 in central and western por-
tions, and November 1 on Long 
Island.

For the sixth consecutive 
year, junior hunters (12-15 years 
old) have the opportunity to 
hunt pheasants the weekend 
prior to the regular pheasant 
hunting season. In western 
New York, the youth pheas-
ant hunt weekend is October 
13-14. In northern and eastern 
New York, the youth pheasant 
hunt weekend is September 
29-30, and on Long Island 
(Nassau and Suffolk counties) 
it is October 27-28. Pheasants 
will be released on a number 
of select release sites (PDF) (42 
KB) across the state to provide 
ample youth hunting oppor-
tunities. All current pheasant 
rules and regulations remain 
in effect during the youth hunt. 
Please note that a 2011-12 hunt-
ing license is required to hunt 
during September, and a 2012-
13 license is required starting 
October 1.

The majority of birds will 
be released on state-owned 
wildlife management areas 
and cooperative hunting areas 
prior to and during the fall 
hunting season. All release 
sites for pheasants provided 
by state-funded programs are 
open to public hunting. A list 
of statewide adult pheasant 
release sites and sites receiving 
birds for the youth pheasant 
hunt weekends can be found 
on DEC's website.

The Day-old Pheasant 
Chick Program provides addi-

tional opportunities for pheas-
ant hunters. This program 
was developed in the early 
1900s to provide day-old pheas-
ant chicks to cooperating 4-H 
groups and sportsmen and 
sportswomen. The chicks are 
distributed to program par-
ticipants in May and June, and 
cooperators incur all costs as-
sociated with rearing the birds, 
including feed, water, utilities 
and facility construction. The 
birds are raised to adulthood 
and released on lands open 
to public hunting before the 
season opens. This year, over 
42,000 pheasant chicks were 
distributed statewide as part 
of this program. Anyone inter-
ested in raising and releasing 
pheasants to expand next year's 
hunting opportunities should 
contact DEC's Reynolds Game 
Farm at (607) 273-2768.

Boundaries for pheasant 
hunting zones conform to Wild-
life Management Units used for 
management of other upland 
wildlife. Wildlife Management 
Unit boundary descriptions can 
be found on the DEC website. 
In addition to knowing these 
unit boundary descriptions, 
hunters should review the 
2012-2013 New York Hunting 
& Trapping Guide for complete 
regulations and other impor-
tant information before going 
afield. Hunters who plan to use 
private lands should ask per-
mission from the landowner.

For more information, visit 
the DEC website:

North Dakota
Youth PheasaNt 

WeekeND oct. 6-7
North Dakota’s two-day 

youth pheasant season is Oct. 
6-7. Legally licensed residents 
and nonresidents ages 15 and 
younger may hunt roosters 
statewide.

Resident youth hunters, 
regardless of age, must pos-
sess a fishing, hunting and 
furbearer certificate and general 
game and habitat license. Non-
resident youth hunters from 
states that provide a reciprocal 
licensing agreement for North 
Dakota residents qualify for 
North Dakota resident licenses. 
Otherwise, nonresident youth 
hunters must purchase a non-
resident small game license.

Shooting hours are one-half 
hour before sunrise to sunset. 
Youth ages 12 and older need to 
have passed a certified hunter 
education course. The daily bag 
limit and all other regulations 
for the regular pheasant season 
apply.

An adult at least 18 years of 
age must accompany the youth 
hunter in the field. The adult 
may not carry a firearm.

See the 2012 North Dakota 
Small Game Hunting Guide for 
additional information.

PheasaNt BrooD 
Data summarizeD

North Dakota’s roadside 
pheasant survey conducted in 
late July and August suggests 
much improved production 
this spring, meaning more 
young birds added to the popu-
lation and a better fall popula-
tion in all areas of the state.


