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fisheries regulations. The sec-
tion defines aquatic invasive 
species, authorized inspectors, 
conveyances, decontamination, 
equipment, waters of the state 
and launch areas. It also catego-
rizes aquatic invasive species 
by level of threat. It establishes 
regulations regarding pos-
session, importation, export, 
purchase, sale and transport or 
release of aquatic invasive spe-
cies; and it establishes protocols 
for inspection, decontamina-
tion, impoundment, quarantine 
and contaminated waters.

— tabled sport fishing rec-
ommendations until the Octo-
ber meeting. The recommenda-
tions will be amended to reflect 
public comments regarding bag 
and length limits.

Fisheries division admin-
istrator Don Gabelhouse re-
ported to commissioners that 
the state high school fishing 
tournament July 28 at Sum-
mit Lake drew 16 teams. Each 
team included two anglers and 
an adult guide. Participating 
students were from Blair, Fre-
mont, Gretna, Kearney, Lincoln, 
Lincoln County, Mead, Millard, 
Nebraska City, North Platte, 
Papillion and Roca.

The next meeting is Oct. 26 
in North Platte.
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Grouse hunting season 

opens Sept. 1, and hunters 
should find good opportunities 
in the Sandhills, as well as part 
of southeast Nebraska.

The grouse (prairie chicken 
and sharp-tailed grouse) season 
closes Jan. 31, 2013.

Breeding ground and rural 
mail carrier surveys indicate 
grouse are stable to increas-
ing statewide. The core of the 
grouse range in Nebraska is 
the Sandhills, which will offer 
the best opportunities west of 
U.S. Hwy. 81. East of U.S. Hwy. 
81, continued loss of grassland 
habitat to agriculture, particu-
larly in the southeast prairie 
chicken range, has impacted 
overall abundance in the re-
gion. Southwest Johnson and 
western Pawnee counties have 
a fair amount of Open Field 
and Waters Program acres that 
should provide good prairie 
chicken hunting.

A special permit is required 
to hunt grouse east of U.S. 81. 
A Nebraska hunting permit and 
habitat stamp are required of 
anyone, except residents under 
age 16, who hunts grouse in the 
state.

The special permits are 
limited to one per hunter and 
available on a first-come, first-
served basis. To request a spe-
cial permit, call Game and 
Parks at 402-471-5597 or visit 
the Lincoln headquarters.

The information required 
for application includes: name, 
address, date of birth, telephone 
number and 2012 hunting per-
mit number or lifetime hunting 
permit number. Residents ages 
12 to 15 must submit a hunter 
education number. Those not 
required to purchase a hunting 
permit must provide documen-
tation of such exemption.

The daily bag and posses-
sion limits east of U.S. 81 are 
three and three, respectively. 
West of U.S. 81, the limits are 
three and 12, respectively.
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in Nebraska, giving hunters a 
great opportunity to introduce 
a novice to wing-shooting.

Doves may be hunted state-
wide from Sept. 1 – Oct. 30, 
except no hunting is allowed 
on state and federal refuges 
and sanctuaries. The aggregate 
bag and possession limits for 
mourning, white-winged and 
Eurasian collared-doves are 
15 and 30, respectively. Also, 
Eurasian collared-doves may be 
hunted Oct. 31 – Aug. 31, 2013. 
The bag and possession limits 
are 15 and 30, respectively.

Nebraska residents 16 years 
and older and all nonresidents 
are required to have a 2012 
Nebraska hunting permit and 
a habitat stamp for all dove 
hunting. A 2012 Harvest In-
formation Program number is 
required for dove hunting Sept. 
1 – Oct. 30 but not required for 
the Oct. 31 – Aug. 31 Eurasian 
collared-dove season.

Some doves have been 
banded. Hunters who find a 
leg band on a dove should con-
tact the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) banding of-
fice toll-free at 800-327-BAND 
or report it at reportband.gov.

And some hunters will be 
asked to save a wing from each 


