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adult hunter can bring up to 
two youths with them at no ad-
ditional costs with each hunter 
being allowed to take a limit 
of doves each day.  Dove Field 
Coordinator, Scott Baker, states, 
"The Lincoln County dove field 
has consistently offered good 
dove hunting.  With 23 days of 
hunting opportunity, this is a 
great opportunity for a hunter 
or a family of hunters to hunt 
on a dove field managed by the 
MDWFP."

Mississippi’s 
WaterfoWl 

seasons 
announced 

Jackson- The Commission 
on Wildlife, Fisheries, and 
Parks approved the dates and 
bag limits for the 2012-2013 
waterfowl hunting seasons at 
its August 15 meeting in Jack-
son.  Duck, merganser, and coot 
seasons will be November 23 
- November 25, 2012; Novem-
ber 30 - December 2, 2012; and 
December 5, 2012 - January 27, 
2013.  The daily bag limit will 
be a total of 6 ducks, includ-
ing no more than 4 mallards 
(no more than 2 of which may 
be females), 3 wood ducks, 2 
redheads, 4 scaup, 2 pintail, 1 
canvasback, 1 mottled duck, 
and 1 black duck.  The mer-
ganser daily bag limit will be a 
total of 5 mergansers, only 2 of 
which may be hooded mergan-
sers.  Coots will have a 15-bird 
daily bag limit.  The possession 
limit is twice the daily bag limit 
for ducks, mergansers, and 
coots.

   Canada, snow, blue, Ross's, 
white-fronted goose, and brant 
seasons will occur from No-
vember 15, 2012 - January 27, 
2013.  Canada geese will have 
a 3-bird daily bag limit and 
brant will have a daily bag 
limit of 1 bird.  The possession 
limit is twice the daily bag 
limit for both Canada geese and 
brant.  Snow, blue, and Ross's 
geese will have a daily bag 
limit of 20 birds.  White-fronted 
geese will have a daily bag limit 
of 2 birds.  The possession limit 
for white-fronted geese is 4 and 
there is no possession limit for 
snow, blue, and Ross's geese. 

In addition to the regu-
lar hunting season, there will 
again be a conservation order 
for snow, blue, and Ross's 
geese during the following 
dates:  October 1 - November 
14, 2012; January 28 - February 
1, 2013; and February 4 - March 
31, 2013 (only snow, blue, and 
Ross's geese may be taken dur-
ing the light goose conservation 
order).  The youth waterfowl 
weekend will occur during the 
weekend of February 2- Febru-
ary 3, 2013. 

liberal 
fraMeWorks 
available for 

Mississippi 
WaterfoWl 

Hunters
States in the Mississippi 

Flyway will again have the op-
portunity for liberal waterfowl 
frameworks during the 2012-13 
hunting season. In cooperation 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, the Mississippi Flyway 
Council approved the liberal al-
ternative for duck seasons dur-
ing its July meeting. This means 
Mississippi waterfowl hunters 
will again have the opportunity 
to hunt 60 days with a 6-duck 
daily bag limit for the 2012-2013 
waterfowl hunting season.   

"As expected, high carry 
over from last year's breeding 
season resulted in strong wa-
terfowl breeding populations 
again this year," said James Cal-
licutt, MDWFP Waterfowl Pro-
gram Biologist. Mallard num-
bers increased 15% from last 
year to 10.6 million birds. Most 
interesting is the 21% increase 
in the scaup population which 
has been in serious decline for 
many years. Northern pintails 
were one of the only species 
that experienced a decrease in 
breeding numbers, pintail num-
bers were down by 22%.

Waterfowl hunting seasons 
are set through a process called 
"Adaptive Harvest Manage-
ment." Through this process, 
waterfowl season frameworks 
may be liberal, moderate, or re-
strictive, based on the breeding 
population of mid-continent 
mallards and the number of 
ponds on the breeding grounds. 
In the Mississippi Flyway, a lib-
eral framework consists of a 60-
day season with a 6-duck limit, 
a moderate framework con-
sists of 45 days with a 6-duck 
limit, and a restrictive frame-
work consists of 30 days with 
a 3-duck limit.  

The MDWFP Waterfowl 
Program will present its season 
and bag limit recommendations 


