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well patterned in their daily 
flights.  Scouting is the key to 
having successful September 
goose hunts" explained James 
Callicutt, MDWFP Waterfowl 
Program Biologist.   

 The bag limit for the early 
season is 5 Canada geese per 
day with no more than 10 in 
possession.  Shooting hours 
are from 30 minutes prior to 
sunrise until sunset.  Hunters 
should be sure their hunting 
license iscurrent for the 2012-13 
hunting season, complete with 
Harvest Information Program 
(HIP) certification, and possess 
state and federal waterfowl 
stamps. 

Mississippi’s Dove 
season is Quickly 

approaching 
One of the most popular 

hunting days of the year is 
quickly approaching. This year, 
opening day of Mississippi's 
dove season is Saturday, Sep-
tember 1. Conservation officers 
with MDWFP will be present 
throughout the state to ensure 
safety and compliance with 
all state and federal hunting 
regulations.  During their final 
preparations for opening day, 
hunters need to consider the 
following:

· Hunting licenses should 
be current for the 2012 hunting 
season, complete with Harvest 
Information Program (HIP) cer-
tification.  HIP certification is 
completed whenever a hunter 
answers questions about their 
previous seasons' bird harvest 
when purchasing a license. 

· Hunters should be sure 
their shotguns are plugged and 
are not capable of holding more 
than three shells.

· Hunting with the aid of 
bait is illegal, and it is the hunt-
er's responsibility to know if the 
field is baited or not.  Hunters 
need to be able to answer these 
questions before hunting.  Did 
I know the field was baited? 
Did I look to see if the field was 
baited? Did I ask how the field 
was prepared?

· The bag limit for mourn-
ing doves is 15 per day with no 
more than 30 in possession, and 
the possession limit does not 
apply on opening day.  Legal 
shooting hours are from 30 min-
utes prior to sunrise to sunset.

WaterfoWl habitat 
iMproveMents 

unDerWay at 
tuscuMbia WMa 
Waterfowl habitat improve-

ments are underway at Tus-
cumbia Wildlife Management 
Area (WMA).  Tuscumbia 
WMA, located in Alcorn Coun-
ty west of Corinth, provides 
public hunting opportunities 
and habitat for a variety of 
wildlife.  Personnel at Tus-
cumbia WMA manage 7 water-
fowl impoundments adjacent 
to the Tuscumbia River that 
provide habitat for wintering 
waterfowl and other wetland 
birds.  Ongoing improvements 
include renovating a drainage 
ditch and designated low-water 
crossings. These improvements 
will enhance water manage-
ment capabilities and public 

access for managers and WMA 
users. 

Personnel are also removing 
undesirable woody vegetation 
to create openings within two 
impoundments.  This work, 
which began in 2010, has cre-
ated approximately 15 acres of 
openings within the waterfowl 
impoundments.  These open-
ings increase habitat diversity 
for waterfowl within the for-
ested sections of Tuscumbia 
WMA and are managed to pro-
mote plants desirable to water-
fowl.  These waterfowl habitat 
improvement projects at Tus-
cumbia WMA were funded by 
the proceeds from the sales of 
Mississippi waterfowl stamps.

lincoln county 
Dove fielD reaDy 
for opening Day 
Jackson - MDWFP still has 

some permits available for its 
Lincoln County dove field.  The 
33-acre field, which has been 
in the MDWFP's Private Lands 
Dove Field Program for several 
years, is located southwest of 
Brookhaven near Bogue Chitto. 
The field is part of a working 
cattle farm and will be planted 
to winter grazing cover, which 
has produced good dove hunt-
ing in the past.  Hay bales will 
be distributed across the field 
for hunters to use as cover.

Permit cost is $100 and 
allows hunting for the first 
two dove seasons.  To main-
tain hunt quality, hunting is 
limited to afternoons only on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Saturdays.  Each permitted 


