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sota as recently as 1999,” said 
Cordts.

Estimates of hunting activ-
ity and harvest are derived 
using the Harvest Information 
Program (HIP), required for 
all migratory bird hunters. A 
series of screening questions 
are asked of hunters when they 
purchase a license. The screen-
ing questions are not the har-
vest survey but help to better 
identify migratory bird hunt-
ers, who are then randomly 
selected and mailed harvest 
surveys and asked to record 
hunting activity and harvest 
during the season.

 

Mississippi
WaterfoWl 

iMpoundMent 
iMproveMents 
CoMpleted at 

Canal seCtion WMa 
Two levee breeches within 

the waterfowl impoundments 
at Canal Section WMA were re-
paired in July.  These breeches, 
which were discovered by man-
agers this past March appeared 
to have been caused by a com-
bination of tree root growth and 
burrowing animals.  Additional 
improvements included tree re-
moval along additional sections 
of exterior and interior levees 
and replacement of two water-
control structures.  These infra-
structure improvements will 
ensure the continued manage-
ment of wintering waterfowl 
habitat and improve hunting 
opportunities within the im-
poundments.

During waterfowl season, 
impoundments at Canal Sec-
tion WMA where waterfowl 
hunting is allowed are open on 
Wednesdays, Saturdays, and 
Sundays.  Shooting hours are 
30 minutes before sunrise until 
12:00 p.m.  The remainder of 
Canal Section WMA may be 
hunted each day from 30 min-
utes before sunrise until sunset.   

Mississippi’s early 
teal season opens 

septeMber 15 
The fall's first duck hunting 

opportunity for Mississippi 
will begin when the early teal 
season opens on September 
15.  Teal season is growing in 
popularity as hunters learn 
how fun it can be to pull out 
their decoys and calls and 
watch blue-winged teal rocket 
through the air. 

Blue-winged teal prefer 
shallowly-flooded wetlands 
with natural vegetation like 
wild millets and smartweed, 
which produce seeds and har-
bor invertebrates, but con-
centrations of birds may also 
be found on reservoirs, ox-
bow lakes, catfish ponds, farm 
ponds, and other permanent 
waters.  Houston Havens, 
MWDFP Waterfowl Program 
Biologist, explained, "We've 
already heard a few reports of 
the first birds arriving in mid-
August, but we expect larger 
numbers to arrive in early Sep-
tember.  Breeding populations 
of blue-winged teal were again 
at an all-time high this year, so 
we hope to see good numbers 
during the early hunting sea-

son."
 Hunters need to be sure 

theirhunting license is current 
for the 2012-13 hunting season, 
complete with Harvest Infor-
mation Program (HIP) certifi-
cation, and possess state and 
federal waterfowl stamps.  The 
bag limit for the September 
teal season is 4 per day (all teal 
species) with no more than 8 in 
possession.  The season begins 
on September 15 and ends on 
September 30.  Shooting hours 
are from 30 minutes prior to 
sunrise until sunset. 

Mississippi’s early 
Canada Goose 

season openinG 
soon Mississippi hunters 
will get their first chance to 
hunt waterfowl when the 

early Canada goose season 
opens September 1.  This 
hunting opportunity was 

developed to help manage 
Mississippi's population of 
resident Canada geese.  The 

season will close on 
September 15, giving hunters 

a two week opportunity 
topursue these birds. 

Resident Canada geese may 
be found in a variety of habitats 
during the September sea-
son.  Key areas to locate geese 
include large bodies of water 
like lakes and reservoirs, har-
vested crop fields, farm ponds, 
and even hay fields where 
geese typically return to the 
same areas daily.  "Hunters 
should remember that these 
geese are year-round residents 
of the state and are usually 


