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(snow, blue and Ross’ geese), 
white-fronted geese, and brant 
will run concurrent with open 
Canada goose season in each 
zone. Bag limits are 20 light 
geese per day, one white-front-
ed goose per day, and one brant 
per day.

Sandhill Crane Season
The season for sandhill 

cranes will open two weeks 
later this year and run from 
Saturday, Sept. 15-Sunday, Oct. 
21 in the Northwest Goose zone 
only. The daily bag limit will 
be two sandhill cranes per day. 
A Sandhill crane permit ($3) is 
required in addition to a small 
game hunting license.

Additional details on the 
duck, goose, sandhill crane, 
and other migratory bird hunt-
ing seasons will be available in 
the 2012 Minnesota Waterfowl 
Hunting Regulations, available 
in mid-August.

 
WaterfoWl 

hunters and 
harvest increase 

from 2010
Minnesota hunters bagged 

more ducks and Canada geese 
in 2011 than in 2010 and more 
waterfowl hunters took to the 
field, too, reversing a down-
ward trend, according to the 
Minnesota Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR).

“The results are in and the 
numbers moved in a good di-
rection,” said Dennis Simon, 
DNR wildlife section chief. 
“Duck hunter numbers and 
success were up, resulting in an 
increased harvest from 2010.”

Simon said new data from 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice also showed that Minne-
sota ranked first in the nation 
in Canada goose harvest and 
second in the number of active 
waterfowl hunters.

“The takeaway from last 
year’s season is that more wa-
terfowl hunters were in the field 
and those who went hunting 
had better success, which is 
a good thing and something 
hunters have longed for,” said 
Simon. “It means that the har-
vest was up as well, but total 
duck harvest was still well 
within our long-term historic 
averages.”

The total duck harvest in 
Minnesota increased 19 percent 
from 2010, from 524,000 ducks 
in 2010 to 621,000 ducks in 2011. 
The recent 10-year average har-
vest is 655,000 ducks.

Mallards were the most 
common duck in hunters’ bags, 
with 181,000 mallards har-
vested. Mallards represented 
29 percent of the total duck bag. 
The recent 10-year average mal-
lard harvest is 206,000 mallards.

Wood ducks were the sec-
ond most common duck in 
hunters’ bags, with 151,000 
wood ducks harvested in 2011 
compared to 78,000 in 2010. 
The recent 10-year average 
wood duck harvest is 102,000 
birds. Blue-winged teal harvest 
was 90,000, ring-necked duck 
harvest was 63,000, and green-
winged teal harvest was 37,000.

Duck hunter success was 8.1 
ducks per hunter per season, 
which increased from 7.5 ducks 
per hunter per season in 2010 

and near the 10-year average of 
8.4 ducks per hunter per season.

Steve Cordts, DNR water-
fowl specialist, said the agency 
made a number of regulation 
changes in 2011 that collectively 
played a role in last year ’s 
higher harvest. “We created 
additional opportunity by es-
tablishing North and South 
Duck zones and opening the 
season one week earlier than 
normal. Hen mallard and wood 
duck bag limits were changed. 
Shooting hours were changed 
to one-half hour before sunrise 
on opening day,” said Cordts. 
“Breeding duck numbers and 
duck production were also very 
good in 2010, which resulted in 
large numbers of ducks present 
during fall hunting seasons.”

Cordts said opening the 
season earlier likely had the 
most impact on increases to 
duck harvest, particularly with 
the large increase in harvest for 
early migrant species like blue-
winged teal and wood ducks.

Canada goose harvest in-
creased from 189,000 in 2010 to 
239,000 in 2010 and was above 
the 10-year average of 220,000 
Canada geese. About 100,000 
Canada geese were harvested 
during the early September 
goose season.

The number of active duck 
hunters in Minnesota was 
77,000 in 2011, an increase 
from 70,000 in 2010. Minnesota 
ranked second nationally in 
2011 in numbers of active duck 
hunters, trailing only Louisi-
ana. “While encouraging, this 
is still lower than the 100,000 
active duck hunters in Minne-


