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returned usable questionnaires.
Pheasant
As expected, pheasant hunt-

ers and pheasant harvest de-
clined in 2011 after two mod-
erately severe winters and a 
cold, wet spring. Overall, the 
estimated number of pheasant 
hunters (77,000) decreased 13 
percent from 2010. The drop 
corresponded with a slight de-
crease in pheasant stamp sales.

An estimated 204,000 pheas-
ants were harvested in 2011, a 
43 percent drop from 2010. 
The number of birds harvested 
per hunter also fell from 4 to 
2.6. Both hunter numbers and 
harvest were at their lowest 
recorded level in recent years.

Ducks
Regulation changes, includ-

ing an earlier opening date, 
likely are factors that contrib-
uted to the number of duck 
hunters (83,500) increasing 14 
percent in 2010 and the year’s 
harvest increasing 18 percent. 
The increase in hunters cor-
responded with an increase in 
duck stamp sales.

Hunters harvested 730,000 
ducks in 2010 but the results for 
individual hunters increased 
only slightly, from 8.5 birds per 
hunter in 2010 to 8.8 birds per 
hunter in 2011.

Ruffed grouse
Ruffed grouse hunter num-

bers (93,800) remained un-
changed from 2010, and ruffed 
grouse remained Minnesota’s 
most popular small game spe-
cies in 2011. The 2011 harvest 
of 401,000 ruffed grouse was 
down slightly from the 10-year 

peak of 465,000 in 2010 but was 
still one of the three highest 
annual harvests of the past ten 
years.

Grouse populations tend 
to fluctuate on a 10-year cycle. 
Minnesota’s grouse population 
already has begun its cyclical 
population decline. Harvest 
results continue to show that 
even with a declining grouse 
population, Minnesota has bet-
ter grouse hunting than almost 
any other state.

2012 season dates
September kicks of the 2012 

small game season with mourn-
ing dove opening on Saturday, 
Sept. 1; grouse, rabbit and 
squirrel on Saturday, Sept. 15; 
waterfowl and woodcock on 
Saturday, Sept. 22; and pheas-
ant on Saturday, Oct. 13.

 
 60-day, 3-zone wa-

t e r f o w l s e a s o n 
will open sept. 22

Waterfowl hunters in south-
ern Minnesota will have ad-
ditional late season hunting 
opportunities under a new 
three-zone, 60-day season an-
nounced today by the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR).

Last year, the DNR split the 
state into two hunting zones 
with different season dates as 
part of an effort to provide ad-
ditional hunting opportunity 
as birds migrate from north to 
south. The addition of a third 
zone furthers that approach.

“A third zone was support-
ed in data collected as part of a 

hunter survey and a first-ever 
waterfowl hunter focus group,” 
said Tom Landwehr, DNR com-
missioner. “This will extend 
the hunting season in southern 
Minnesota through the first 
weekend in December, which 
will appeal to hunters where 
waters have not yet frozen and 
migrating birds are still coming 
through.”

The state’s waterfowl sea-
son will open one-half hour 
before sunrise on Sept. 22 state-
wide. The daily bag limit of six 
ducks per day and a 60-day 
season are unchanged from last 
year. The mallard bag limit re-
mains at four per day, including 
two hen mallards. The wood 
duck bag limit will remain at 
three per day. The daily limit for 
scaup is four, up from two last 
year. Possession limits remain 
at twice the daily bag limits. 
Youth Waterfowl Day will be 
Sept. 8, two weeks before the 
season opener.

Dennis Simon, DNR wild-
life chief, said this year’s opener 
is the earliest in 45 years. The 
Sept. 22 date was selected 
based on U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service direction that enables 
states in the Mississippi Flyway 
to open their season on the Sat-
urday nearest Sept. 24.

“The season opened on 
Sept. 24 last year,” said Simon, 
“That too was an earlier-than-
normal opener. We saw hunter 
satisfaction levels rise last year 
due, in part, to good early 
season wood duck and blue-
winged teal hunting.”

Duck season length is based 
on mallard counts from a conti-


