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Small game 
hunting big 

opportunity for 
new hunterS

Minnesota small game 
hunting seasons are an ideal 
way for friends and families to 
get outdoors and discover the 
opportunities Minnesota has 
to offer, according to the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR).

Small game hunting starts 
on Saturday, Sept. 15, when the 
seasons for ruffed grouse, rab-
bit and squirrel begin.

“Small game season is a 
forgotten pleasure,” said Mike 
Kurre, DNR mentoring pro-
gram coordinator. “With noth-
ing more than a small caliber 
rifle or shotgun, a bit of pa-
tience and some blaze orange, 
Minnesota’s fields and forests 
are there to be explored and 
enjoyed.”

Small game hunting is inex-
pensive. Youth licenses (age 15 
and under) are free and those 
for 16 and 17 year olds are just 
$12.50, a discount from the 
standard license price of $19.

Hunters must meet firearms 
safety requirements or obtain 
an apprentice hunter validation 
and go afield with a licensed 
hunter. Minnesota’s appren-
tice hunter validation program 
enables those who need but 
have not completed firearms 
safety training to hunt under 
prescribed conditions designed 
to ensure a safe hunt.

“Once you’re in the field, 
careful observation of wildlife 
habits and a bit of stealth will 

begin to give small game hunt-
ers the experience they need,” 
Kurre said.

Minnesota offers public 
hunting on more than 1.4 mil-
lion acres of wildlife manage-
ment areas, 15,000 acres of 
Walk-In Access lands in south-
ern Minnesota, and millions of 
acres of state forests.

Grouse hunters have access 
to 528 designated hunting areas 
in the ruffed grouse range cov-
ering nearly 1 million acres, 43 
designated ruffed grouse man-
agement areas and 600 miles of 
hunter walking trails.

Lingering summer foli-
age early in the season makes 
harvesting grouse challenging, 
said Ted Dick, DNR grouse co-
ordinator. But, he said, learning 
where and when grouse can be 
flushed is beneficial knowledge 
that hunters can use as colors 
change in the woods and leaves 
drop.

“Flush rates and total har-
vest probably will decline be-
cause we’re on the downward 
side of the 10-year grouse popu-
lation cycle,” Dick said. “But 
Minnesota offers some of the 
best grouse hunting in the 
country and, even in down 
years, has flush rates that hunt-
ers in other states envy.”

In northwestern Minnesota, 
the sandhill crane season also 
begins Sept. 15. Waterfowl 
season opens statewide on 
Saturday, Sept. 22, as does the 
season on woodcock, a wood-
land migratory bird. Pheasant 
season opens Saturday, Oct. 13.

Complete  information 

about Minnesota hunting sea-
sons is available online.

 
minneSota’S 

pheaSant index up 
68 percent from 2011

A mild winter followed by 
a warm spring contributed to a 
significant increase in Minneso-
ta’s pheasant count, according 
to the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR).

The pheasant population 
index increased 68 percent from 
2011. Pheasant hunters are ex-
pected to harvest about 290,000 
roosters this fall. That’s up from 
last year’s estimated harvest 
of 204,000 but roughly half the 
number taken during the 2005-
2008 seasons when hunting was 
exceptionally good.

“While the 2012 increase 
reflects movement in a posi-
tive direction, the counts still 
remain 51 percent below the 
10-year average,” said Kurt 
Haroldson, the DNR biologist 
who compiled the survey.

While favorable weather 
worked in the birds’ favor this 
year, their long-term success is 
more closely linked to habitat 
than annual variations in snow-
fall, rainfall and temperature.

“The state’s pheasant popu-
lation is linked more closely to 
quantity and quality of habi-
tat than annual differences in 
weather,” Haroldson said.

The pheasant population 
estimate is part of the DNR’s 
annual roadside wildlife sur-
vey. The survey summarizes 
roadside counts of pheasants, 
gray (Hungarian) partridge, 


