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Natural Resources, the Ruffed 
Grouse Society and the Con-
servation Resource Alliance 
have teamed together to focus 
on maintaining young forests 
in a core area of the northern 
Lower Peninsula. This core 
area in Emmet County, selected 
because woodcock populations 
are abundant here, holds great 
potential for creating additional 
young aspen forests based on 
the current forest conditions.

"The only way we can have 
young aspen forests is to cre-
ate them," said DNR game 
bird biologist Al Stewart. "We 
can assist landowners who are 
interested in providing this 
valuable habitat, which benefits 
many different wildlife species, 
both hunting and non-hunting 
interests."

Teams of resource profes-
sionals are currently work-
ing with private landowners, 
power line companies and state 
forest systems to put young 
aspen forest habitat back on 
the landscape. There are many 
species besides woodcock and 
whip-poor-wills that benefit, 
such as white-tailed deer, tur-
key, snowshoe hare, golden 
winged warbler and ruffed 
grouse.

Landowners in the northern 
Lower Peninsula who are in-
terested in young aspen forest 
habitat management can con-
tact Brian Piccolo at 989-275-
5151 or go to Managing Michi-
gan's Wildlife: A Landowner's 
Guide at www.michigan.gov/
landownersguide.

The Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources is com-

mitted to the conservation, pro-
tection, management, use and 
enjoyment of the state's natural 
and cultural resources for cur-
rent and future generations. For 
more information, go to www.
michigan.gov/dnr.

Low lake levels affect water-
fowl hunting

Contact: Joseph Robison, 
734-379-9692 

Agency: Natural Resources 

State conservation officials 
today reported that waterfowl 
hunters throughout Saginaw 
Bay will see low water levels 
that could make for challenging 
hunting conditions this season.

Lake Huron is almost 2 feet 
below its long-term average 
and 9 inches below last year's 
level. The Great Lakes are all 
beginning their seasonal de-
cline, which will likely reduce 
the water level on Lake Huron 
another 1-3 inches this fall. 
Drought conditions throughout 
the upper Great Lakes region 
during spring and much of 
summer will exacerbate the 
seasonal decline.

As a result, many hunting 
zones may not be flooded at 
the Nayanquing Point and Fish 
Point state wildlife areas for the 
Oct. 6 waterfowl opener in the 
South Zone. Area managers are 
currently pumping water as 
conditions allow, particularly 
on days when favorable north-
erly winds are present.

Hunting conditions are ex-
pected to be better at the Shia-
wassee River State Game Area. 
There, most hunting zones are 

expected to be flooded for the 
opening weekend. Waterfowl 
hunting opportunities at the 
Quanicassee, Wigwam Bay, 
Crow Island and Wildfowl Bay 
wildlife areas along the Sagi-
naw Bay will also be difficult. 
Hunters will notice drier condi-
tions than previous years.

Waterfowl hunters are en-
couraged to scout boat launch 
conditions prior to hunting 
since access to water may be 
difficult, especially for owners 
of large watercraft. Shifting 
winds can cause lake water to 
recede or rise very quickly. Boat 
owners should use caution to 
avoid being stranded on sand 
bars.

Despite low water condi-
tions, duck and goose numbers 
are currently very good. Hunt-
ers who scout and adapt their 
hunting techniques to shallow 
water conditions should expect 
good hunting success this year. 
In addition, numbers of div-
ing ducks, such as scaup and 
redheads, are up this year and 
opportunities for deeper, open-
water hunting of these species 
should be abundant.

Hunting conditions will be 
posted online for each area on 
the Wetland Wonders website, 
www.michigan.gov/wetland-
wonders, under the "Manager's 
Update" links found under the 
Seven Wonders heading. For 
more information about current 
hunting conditions, hunters can 
call the following managed wa-
terfowl area offices: Fish Point 
at (989) 674-2511, Nayanquing 
Point at (989) 697-5101, Crow 
Island at (989) 684-7734 or Shia-


