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Kansas, regulations have been 
revised this year. The early prai-
rie chicken season (Sept. 15-Oct. 
15) and two-bird bag limit has 
been extended into northwest 
Kansas. The northwest unit 
boundary has also been revised 
to include areas north of U.S. 
Highway 96 and west of U.S. 
Highway 281. Additionally, 
all prairie chicken hunters are 
now required to purchase a 
$2.50 prairie chicken permit. 
This permit will allow KDWPT 
to better track hunters and 
harvest, which will improve 
habitat management practices. 
Both species of prairie chicken 
are of conservation concern, 
and the lesser prairie chicken is 
a candidate species for federal 
listing under the Endangered 
Species Act. 

A detailed 2012 Kansas Up-
land Bird Hunting Forecast is 
available online at the KDWPT 
website, ksoutdoors.com. Click 
"Hunting/Upland Birds/Up-
land Bird Regional Forecast" for 
the complete report. 

CROP MANIPULATION 
MAY MAKE FIELDS 

OFF-LIMITS TO 
WATERFOWL 

HUNTING
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice issues guidelines, warning
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (USFWS) reminds all 
hunters and landowners of 
federal waterfowl hunting 
regulations concerning crop 
manipulation (baiting). Farm 
producers who use their land 
for hunting or lease the hunt-

ing rights on their land need 
to make sure they are follow-
ing federal waterfowl hunting 
regulations concerning baiting. 

“Waterfowl hunters or land 
managers bear responsibility to 
know and obey all federal and 
state laws regarding migrat-
ing waterfowl,” says Kenny 
Kessler, USFWS special agent. 
“Legal waterfowl hunting can 
occur on manipulated crops 
only if the crop is ‘normally’ 
harvested. Rotary mowing of a 
corn crop, for example, would 
not be a ‘normal’ harvest, and 
hunting waterfowl would not 
be allowed on or near the areas 
manipulated.” 

Hunters should avoid hunt-
ing waterfowl over unharvest-
ed crops that have been tram-
pled by livestock or subjected 
to other types of manipulations, 
such as disked down crops 
where grain has been scattered 
or exposed. Areas where grain 
is present and stored, such as 
grain elevators and grain bins, 
are illegal to hunt waterfowl 
over, as are areas where grain 
is present for the purpose of 
feeding livestock. Additionally, 
hunting over freshly-planted 
wildlife food plots that contain 
exposed grain is illegal. Finally, 
it’s illegal to hunt croplands 
where a crop has been har-
vested and the removed grain is 
redistributed or “added back” 
onto the area where grown. 

On the other hand, wa-
terfowl hunting is allowed in 
fields of unharvested standing 
crops, including over standing 
crops that have been flooded. 
It’s also permissible to flood 

fields after crops are harvested 
and use these areas for water-
fowl hunting. It’s advisable for 
landowners to follow normal 
harvesting timelines if corn 
fields are planned to be used 
for hunting waterfowl. 

For additional information, 
see Waterfowl Hunting and 
Baiting and Dove Hunting and 
Baiting on the USFWS website, 
www.fws.gov, or contact phone 
785-232-5149 or 316-788-4474.

KENTUCKY
KENTUCKIANS GET 
CHANCE AT POLLS 

TO ENSURE RIGHT TO 
HUNT AND FISH

 Kentuckians get the op-
portunity during next month's 
elections to constitutionally so-
lidify their hunting and fishing 
heritage by voting for a consti-
tutional amendment that guar-
antees their personal right to 
hunt, fish and harvest wildlife 
through traditional methods. 

The 2011 Kentucky Gen-
eral Assembly overwhelm-
ingly passed House Bill 1, also 
known as "The Right to Hunt 
and Fish," which established a 
ballot initiative during the No-
vember 2012 general election. 

The Kentucky Department 
of Fish and Wildlife Resources 
worked closely with the bill's 
sponsors, as did the League 
of Kentucky Sportsmen and 
the National Rifle Association. 
The Commonwealth is seek-
ing to join more than a dozen 
other states that already have 
passed constitutional hunt-


