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pheasants and quail for years 
have the second Saturday in 
November indelibly marked 
on our mind’s calendar. That’s 
the traditional opening day of 
Kansas’ pheasant and quail 
seasons, and rain or shine, 
good bird populations or not, 
we’ll honor our bird hunting 
heritage and get out in the fields 
on opening day. However, the 
weekend before opening day is 
perhaps even more important 
to our youth and our hunting 
traditions. 

November 3-4 are reserved 
for youth 16 and younger to 
hunt pheasants and quail under 
adult supervision. The youth 
season was established as part 
of the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife, Parks and Tourism’s 
Pass It On program, which is 
designed to recruit and retain 
hunters. The youth season pro-
vides young hunters and their 
mentors the opportunity to be 
in the field before the crowds 
of opening day. Adults may not 
hunt. Public lands and Walk-In 
Hunting Access lands are open, 
and hunting pressure is usually 
light. Adult mentors can pass 
on their hunting knowledge to 
youth without giving up their 
own opening day traditions. 

Resident youth 15 and 
younger do not need anything 
other than an adult supervisor 
to hunt during the youth sea-
son. Hunter education certifica-
tion is recommended but not 
necessary as long as the youth 
hunts under adult supervision. 
Sixteen-year-old hunters need a 
hunting license and hunter edu-
cation is required to purchase 

a hunting license, unless they 
opt for the apprentice license. 
Anyone 16 or older who has not 
completed an approved hunter 
education course may purchase 
an apprentice license, which is a 
one-time deferral of the hunter 
education requirement. Adult 
supervision is required at all 
times for an apprentice license 
holder, even during the regular 
season. 

Daily bag limits during the 
youth pheasant and quail sea-
son are half those of the regular 
season; 2 rooster pheasants and 
4 quail. 

An annual resident hunt-
ing license is $20.50. However, 
resident youth age 16-21 qualify 
for a multi-year hunting license, 
which is valid through the year 
they turn 21. It’s a bargain at 
$42.50 for the hunting license 
and $72.50 for the combination 
hunting/fishing license. 

2012 UPLAND BIRD 
FORECAST ONLINE
While some areas of central, 

northcentral, and northwest 
Kansas may offer some good 
hunting, drought and heat have 
reduced bird numbers

The Kansas Department 
of Wildlife, Parks and Tour-
ism (KDWPT) has released its 
2012 Kansas Upland Bird Fore-
cast, and because of continued 
drought, the state will likely 
experience a below-average 
upland bird season this fall. 
Kansas upland bird hunters 
experienced a down season in 
2011, and this summer’s heat 
and drought in parts of the state 

have not improved upland bird 
prospects for 2012. For those 
willing to hunt hard, there will 
still be pockets of fair bird num-
bers, especially in the northern 
Flint Hills and northcentral and 
northwestern parts of the state. 

Although last winter was 
mild, winter precipitation is im-
portant for spring vegetation, 
which is critical to reproductive 
success, and most of Kansas 
did not get enough winter pre-
cipitation. Pheasant breeding 
populations showed significant 
reductions in 2012, especially 
in primary pheasant range in 
western Kansas. Spring came 
early and hot this year but also 
included fair spring moisture 
until early May, when the pre-
cipitation stopped. Then the 
state experienced record heat 
and drought through the rest of 
the reproductive season. 

Early nesting conditions 
were generally good for prai-
rie chickens and pheasants. 
However, the primary nesting 
habitat for pheasants in western 
Kansas is winter wheat, and in 
2012, Kansas had one of the ear-
liest wheat harvests on record. 
Wheat harvest can destroy 
nests and very young broods. 
The early harvest likely low-
ered pheasant nest- and early-
brood success. The intense heat 
and lack of rain in June and July 
resulted in decreased brood 
cover and insect populations, 
causing lower chick survival for 
all upland game birds. 

Because of drought, all 
counties in Kansas were opened 
to Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) emergency haying 


