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area for migratory bird hunting. 
The refuge is also open to sport 
fishing.

* Lower Hatchie National 
Wildlife Refuge, TN: Expansion 
of area for migratory bird hunt-
ing, upland game hunting and 
big game hunting. The refuge is 
also open to sport fishing.

* Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge, MN: Expan-
sion of area for migratory bird 
hunting, upland game hunting 
and big game hunting. The ref-
uge is also open to sport fishing.

* Ninigret National Wildlife 
Refuge, RI: Addition of deer to 
species for big game hunting 
program. The refuge is also 
open to sport fishing.

* Red Rock Lakes National 
Wildlife Refuge, MT: Expan-
sion of area for migratory bird 
hunting and big game hunting. 
The refuge is also open to sport 
fishing.

* Upper Ouachita National 
Wildlife Refuge, LA: Expansion 
of area for migratory bird hunt-
ing, upland game hunting and 
big game hunting. The refuge 
is open to sport fishing.

* Waccamaw National Wild-
life Refuge, SC: Expansion of 
area for big game hunting. Add 
woodcock to species for migra-
tory bird hunting. The refuge is 
also open to upland game hunt-
ing and sport fishing.

* William L. Finley National 
Wildlife Refuge, OR: Expansion 
of area for big game hunting. 
The refuge is also open to sport 
fishing.

While definitions of hunting 
categories vary by refuge and 

state, migratory bird hunting 
generally includes ducks and 
geese. Upland game hunting 
may cover such animals as 
game birds, rabbit, squirrel, 
opossum and coyote. Big game 
hunting may include such ani-
mals as wild turkey, deer and 
feral hogs.  

Under the National Wildlife 
Refuge System Improvement 
Act of 1997, the Service can 
permit hunting and fishing 
along with four other types of 
wildlife-dependent recreational 
uses where they are compatible 
with refuge purpose and mis-
sion. Hunting, within specified 
limits, is permitted on more 
than 300 national wildlife ref-
uges. Fishing is permitted on 
more than 270 national wildlife 
refuges. Other wildlife-depen-
dent recreation on national 
wildlife refuges includes wild-
life observation, photography, 
interpretation and education. 

The National Wildlife Ref-
uge System, managed by the 
Service, is the nation's premier 
system of public lands and 
waters set aside to conserve 
America's fish, wildlife and 
plants. 

IOWA
Duck SeASOn OpenS 
September 22 In All 

ZOneS
Iowa’s five day early duck 

season begins Sept. 22 amid 
some of the most challenging 
conditions hunters have faced 
in more than two decades. 

The drought has left most 
wetlands dry or nearly dry, con-

centrating hunters and ducks 
on the few wetlands that still 
have water. 

“Just about any marsh that 
has water in it has ducks on it,” 
said Guy Zenner, waterfowl 
biologist for the Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. 
“Duck production in the prairie 
pothole region of Canada was 
good this year, so we should 
have a good fall flight of ducks. 
In fact, we’ve already seen good 
numbers of blue-winged teal 
pass through.”

Zenner said hunters may 
need to consider hunting riv-
ers if they want to avoid the 
crowds. The low stream flows 
are almost creating small wet-
land-like pools that may be at-
tractive to ducks, particularly 
wood ducks. 

“There are very few places 
out there where you can hunt 
out of a boat,” he said. “The 
reservoirs are low with no 
water in the vegetation. Hunt-
ing Saylorville, Coralville, Red 
Rock or Rathbun may not be the 
best, but at least you will be able 
to get your boat on the water.”

The early season closes on 
Sept. 26.

The drought does have a 
silver lining for the future. 

Many wetlands had lost 
most of their beneficial habitat 
after many years of high water. 
The drought is allowing these 
dry marsh beds to re-vegetate 
with new plants that will cre-
ate excellent habitat when the 
water returns.

“That won’t help this year, 
unless we get a lot of rain in the 


