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Treaty Act. The Service works 
in partnership with state biolo-
gists from the four flyways – the 
Atlantic, Mississippi, Central 
and Pacific – to establish regula-
tory frameworks for waterfowl 
hunting season lengths, dates, 
and bag limits, derived in part 
from the data gathered through 
this annual survey.

The entire “Trends in Duck 
Breeding Populations, 1955-
2012” report can be down-
loaded from the Service's Web 
site at http://www.fws.gov/
migratorybirds. 

Service Proposes New 
Hunting Opportunities

 on National Wildlife Ref-
uges in 14 States 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service today announced a pro-
posal to open one new refuge to 
hunting and to expand hunting 
opportunities at 16 national 
wildlife refuges in 14 states. If 
approved, the proposal would 
provide additional public hunt-
ing opportunities in fulfillment 
of the National Wildlife Refuge 
System Improvement Act of 
1997. 

“The National Wildlife Ref-
uge System offers some of the 
best public hunting and fish-
ing around, helping to connect 
generations of Americans with 
this great outdoor tradition,” 
said Service Director Dan Ashe. 
“Our goal is to increase hunt-
ing opportunities for people 
of all ages and backgrounds, 
wherever these opportunities 
are compatible with refuge 
purposes.” 

Notice of the proposal was 

published in the Federal Regis-
ter on July 11, 2012; the public 
has until August 10, 2012, to 
comment on the proposed 
changes. See the proposed rule 
and instructions on where to 
submit comment here. Or visit 
http://www.fws.gov/refuges/
hunting/huntFishRegs.html. 

The proposal would open 
the Detroit River International 
Wildlife Refuge, MI, to migra-
tory bird hunting, upland game 
hunting and big game hunting 
for the first time since its estab-
lishment in 2001. The refuge is 
closed to sport fishing. 

The proposal calls for clo-
sure of Hakalau Forest National 
Wildlife Refuge, HI, to big game 
hunting. With this change, 
the refuge will be closed to all 
hunting activity. The refuge is 
also closed to sport fishing. The 
proposal also calls for closure 
of the Santee National Wildlife 
Refuge, SC, to migratory bird 
hunting. The refuge is open to 
sport fishing. 

All but two of the refuges in 
the proposal are open to sport 
fishing and would remain so. 

Other proposed changes 
are:   

* Big Muddy National Fish 
& Wildlife Refuge, MO: Expan-
sion of areas for migratory bird 
hunting, upland game hunting 
and big game hunting. The ref-
uge is also open to sport fishing.

* Big Oaks National Wild-
life Refuge, IN: Expansion of 
the refuge’s big game hunting 
area. The refuge is also open to 
upland game hunting and sport 
fishing.

* Block Island National 
Wildlife Refuge, RI: Addition 
of deer to the refuge’s big game 
hunting program. The refuge is 
also open to sport fishing.

* Bond Swamp National 
Wildlife Refuge, GA: Addition 
of migratory bird hunting and 
upland game hunting; expan-
sion of area for big game hunt-
ing and addition of wild turkey 
to big game hunting program. 
The refuge is also open to sport 
fishing.

* Chickasaw National Wild-
life Refuge, TN: Expansion of 
area for migratory bird hunting, 
upland game hunting and big 
game hunting. The refuge is 
also open to sport fishing.

* Deer Flat National Wild-
life Refuge, ID: Expansion of 
area for big game hunting. The 
refuge is also open to migra-
tory bird hunting, upland game 
hunting and sport fishing.

* Hagerman National Wild-
life Refuge, TX: Addition of 
turkey to species in big game 
hunting. The refuge is also open 
to migratory bird hunting, up-
land game hunting and sport 
fishing.

* Saddle Mountain (Han-
ford Reach) National Wildlife 
Refuge, WA: Expansion of area 
for migratory bird hunting, 
upland game hunting and big 
game hunting. Addition of chu-
kar (a member of the pheasant 
family) to upland game hunt-
ing program. The refuge is also 
open to sport fishing.

* Julia Butler Hanson Ref-
uge for the Columbian White-
Tailed Deer, OR: Expansion of 


