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 The early hunting season 
is intended to reduce local 
Canada goose numbers. De-
spite liberalized regulations the 
past several years, with longer 
seasons, large bag limits and 
expanded shooting hours the 
statewide population remains 
high, with numbers well above 
population goals.

 The early season ends in 
the Missouri River zone Sept. 7, 
while the rest of the state closes 
Sept. 15. The Missouri River 
zone closes early to provide 
additional late season hunting 
opportunities by adding these 
days to the end of the regular 
season.

 For additional information 
and regulations, hunters should 
refer to the Game and Fish De-
partment website.

Swan Hunt 
application 

available online
 The online application for 

North Dakota’s 2012 tundra 
swan license lottery is avail-
able on the state Game and Fish 
Department’s website, gf.nd.
gov. The deadline for applying 
is Aug. 15.

 Paper applications will 
be available the first week in 
August from Game and Fish 
offices, county auditors and 
license vendors. Hunters can 
also apply by calling (800) 406-
6409. A service fee is added for 
license applications made by 
phone.

 The statewide tundra swan 
hunting season is Sept. 29 – Dec. 
30. A total of 2,200 licenses are 
available. Successful applicants 

will receive a tag to take one 
swan during the season. Since 
swans are classified as water-
fowl, nonresidents may hunt 
them only during the period 
their nonresident waterfowl 
license is valid.

 North Dakota residents 
and nonresidents are eligible 
to apply.

2011 pHeaSant 
SeaSon 

Summarized
 More hunting opportuni-

ties meant more pheasants 
taken during the 2011 season, 
as last fall’s pheasant harvest 
was 683,000, up from 552,000 
in 2010.

 Aaron Robinson, upland 
bird biologist for the North 
Dakota Game and Fish Depart-
ment, said the overall land-
scape probably didn’t have 
more birds, but Mother Nature 
allowed for an increase in har-
vest due to mild weather condi-
tions and minimal snow cover 
in November, December and 
early January.

 “This is a prime example of 
how the harvest doesn’t neces-
sarily reflect the overall popu-
lation,” Robinson said. “We 
actually had lower production 
in 2011 than in 2010, but hunter 
effort made up the difference 
due to last winter’s exception-
ally mild weather conditions.”

 Statistics actually revealed 
the number of hunters declined 
10 percent to 82,700. The num-
ber of resident hunters was 
down 5 percent to 58,200, while 
nonresident pheasant hunter 
numbers decreased 20 percent 

to 24,500.
 “However, the determining 

factor is many hunters were 
able to enjoy good hunting 
conditions with mild weather 
through the last weekend of the 
season,” Robinson said.

 Birds bagged per hunter 
increased from 6.0 to 8.3. Each 
hunter spent an average of six 
days afield.

 Counties with the highest 
percentage of pheasants taken 
by resident hunters were Het-
tinger, 9.2; Burleigh, 6.4; Em-
mons, 6.0; McLean, 5.4; and 
Adams, 5.3.

 Top counties for nonresi-
dent hunters were Hettinger, 
24.9 percent; Bowman, 7.6; Em-
mons, 5.6; McIntosh, 5.2; and 
Divide, 4.5.

 Annual pheasant season 
statistics are determined by a 
mail survey of resident and 
nonresident hunters.

increaSed bag 
conSidered for 

early canada 
gooSe SeaSon

The State Game and Fish 
Department is considering an 
option to increase the daily 
limit for the early Canada 
goose season from eight to 15, 
following recent action by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Regulations Committee.

The service regulations com-
mittee is allowing an increase in 
the bag limit from last year in 
response to recommendations 
from North Dakota and South 
Dakota to allow greater harvest 
on resident Canada geese. “A 


