
44
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

October/November 2012                                                     Now in our Twentieth year                                                    www.Bdarn.com

certificate.
 Those who registered to 

hunt the spring light goose 
season in North Dakota do not 
have to register with HIP again, 
as it is required only once per 
year. However, hunters must 
HIP register in each state for 
which they are licensed before 
hunting migratory game birds.

2012 Small Game 
and Furbearer 

reGulationS Set
 North Dakota’s 2012 small 

game and furbearer regulations 
have been set and most season 
structures and bag limits are 
similar to last year. The only 
significant changes involve an 
increase in limits for the early 
Canada goose, mountain lion 
and fisher seasons.

 The early Canada goose 
season will open Wednesday, 
Aug. 15, and have a daily limit 
of 15 and a possession limit of 
30. The early season ends in the 
Missouri River zone Sept. 7, 
while the rest of the state closes 
Sept. 15. The Missouri River 
zone closes early to provide 
additional late season hunting 
opportunities by adding these 
days to the end of the regular 
season.

 The mountain lion season 
in Zone 1 will have a quota of 
21 lions, split into an early and 
late season. The early season 
opens Aug. 31 and continues 
until the early season quota of 
14 is filled, or through Nov. 25. 
The late season opens Nov. 26, 
and will run until seven lions 
are taken, or through March 
31, 2013.

 As in past years, the moun-
tain lion season in Zone 2 (Aug. 
31 – March 31) does not have a 
quota.

 Continued expansion of 
fishers in eastern North Dakota 
has allowed the Game and Fish 
Department to increase the 
season quota to 15. Fishers can 
only be taken by traps and cable 
devices. A limit of one fisher 
per person is allowed during 
this season.

 Prairie chicken and sage 
grouse seasons will remain 
closed due to low populations.

 Other small game and 
waterfowl licensing details are 
similar to last year.

 Only North Dakota resi-
dents are permitted to hunt 
waterfowl from Sept. 22-28. 
Nonresidents are allowed to 
hunt waterfowl in North Da-
kota beginning Sept. 29. Other 
waterfowl season details will 
be finalized in mid-August in 
the waterfowl amendment to 
the small game and furbearer 
proclamation.

 In accordance with state 
law, nonresidents are not al-
lowed to hunt on Game and 
Fish Department wildlife man-
agement areas or conservation 
PLOTS (Private Land Open 
To Sportsmen) areas from Oct. 
13-19.

 Hunters should refer to the 
North Dakota 2012-13 Small 
Game and Furbearer guides 
(available mid-August) for 
more details on small game and 
furbearer seasons. Waterfowl 
regulations will be available 
in early Early Canada Goose 

Season Opens Aug. 15
 North Dakota’s early Can-

ada goose season is set and the 
season will open Aug. 15. The 
limits are 15 daily and 30 in 
possession

 Limits and shooting hours 
for the early season are differ-
ent from the regular season. 
Shooting hours during the early 
season are one-half hour before 
sunrise to sunset daily.

 Normal licensing require-
ments for the regular season, 
including a federal duck stamp, 
apply to the early season. Non-
residents who hunt in Benson, 
Ramsey, Towner, Sargent and 
Richland counties during the 
early season may do so without 
counting against their 14-day 
regular season license.

 All migratory bird hunters 
must register with the Harvest 
Information Program prior to 
hunting. Hunters who purchase 
a license through the North 
Dakota Game and Fish De-
partment website at gf.nd.gov, 
or instant licensing telephone 
number (800) 406-6409, can eas-
ily get HIP certified. Otherwise, 
hunters can call (888) 634-4798 
and record the HIP number on 
their fishing, hunting and fur-
bearer certificate. Those who 
registered to hunt the spring 
light goose season in North 
Dakota do not have to register 
with HIP again, as it is required 
only once per year.

 Waterfowl rest areas, closed 
to hunting during the regular 
season, will be open during the 
early season. Most land in these 
rest areas is private, so hunters 
may need permission to hunt.


