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a baited situation. 
4. Why can a person not 

hunt over a mowed area? 
Under federal baiting regu-

lations, mowing or tilling of a 
standing crop is not a “normal 
agricultural planting, harvest-
ing, post-harvest manipulation, 
or normal soil stabilization 
practice” as determined by the 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Cooperative Extension 
Service. 

Below is a link to the per-
taining sections of the 2011-
2012 Illinois Digest of Hunting 
and Trapping Regulations that 
provide additional information 
on migratory bird hunting and 
federal baiting regulations. 

For questions about federal 
baiting regulations, please call 
217-782-6431, Monday-Friday 
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

For more information on 
baiting regulations in Illinois: 

http://www.dnr.illinois.
gov/news/Documents/bait-
ingregulations.pdf 

North Dakota
PLotS GuiDe 

avaiLabLe oNLiNe
The North Dakota Game 

and Fish Department’s Private 
Land Open To Sportsmen Guide 
for 2012 is now available online 
at the Department’s website, 
gf.nd.gov. In addition, PLOTS 
Guides will be available at most 
license vendors throughout the 
state in late August.

The guide will feature about 
840,000 PLOTS acres. Because 
the guide is printed in mid-
August, some PLOTS tracts 

highlighted in the guide may 
have been removed from the 
program since the time of print-
ing. There will also be some 
PLOTS tracts where the habitat 
and condition of the tract will 
have changed significantly. 
Conversely, Game and Fish 
may have added new tracts 
to the program after the guide 
went to press.

To minimize possible confu-
sion, Game and Fish will up-
date PLOTS map sheets weekly 
on its website.

Hunters can also view the 
guide, and find a list of vendors 
where guides are available, on 
the website.

The PLOTS Guide features 
maps highlighting these walk-
in areas, identified in the field 
by inverted triangular yellow 
signs, as well as other public 
lands.

The guides are free, and 
available at county auditor 
offices and license vendors 
in the state; by walk-in at the 
Game and Fish Department’s 
Bismarck office; and at district 
offices in Riverdale, Harvey 
(Lonetree), Williston, Dickin-
son, Jamestown and Devils 
Lake.

 The guides are not available 
to mail, so hunters will have to 
pick one up at a local vendor, 
or print individual maps from 
the website.
State requiremeNt 
for traNSPortiNG 

GeeSe aDjuSteD
 North Dakota goose hunt-

ers should take note of an 
exception made to state identi-

fication requirements for trans-
porting geese when processed 
by commercial processors who 
comply with state and federal 
requirements.

 Robert Timian, State Game 
and Fish Department chief of 
enforcement, said hunters tak-
ing geese to commercial pro-
cessors must follow the same 
procedure as before. The only 
change is commercial proces-
sors can now remove the identi-
fication component of the goose 
prior to reaching the hunter’s 
legal residence.

 “All federal requirements 
of tagging and record keeping 
for both the hunter and the 
processor remain the same,” 
Timian said. “In addition, noth-
ing changes for the person who 
takes geese home to clean.”

 This applies to both the 
early Canada goose and regular 
goose seasons. It does not ap-
ply for ducks. “The processors 
were in agreement with us to 
treat this as a pilot program on 
only geese and gauge how it 
works this year,” Timian said. 
“We might expand it to other 
species in the future.”

 Processed geese are still 
subject to daily and possession 
limit regulations, and may be 
transported when accompanied 
by a copy of the record pro-
vided by the processor.

 Prior to this year, one fully 
feathered wing or the fully 
feathered head of all waterfowl 
had to remain attached during 
transportation or shipment un-
til it reached the hunter’s legal 
residence or was processed for 
immediate consumption. 


