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Interstate 86. 
Sharp-tailed grouse have 

been introduced into histori-
cal range in southern Twin 
Falls county and southeastern 
Owyhee County. Twin Falls 
County, Owyhee County and 
most of Cassia County are 
closed to the hunting of sharp-
tailed grouse. Sharp-tailed 
grouse also occur around Split 
Butte area in Minidoka County. 
Hunting of sharp-tailed grouse 
is closed in Minidoka County.

Any person hunting sharp-
tailed grouse must have in their 
possession a valid Idaho hunt-
ing license with a sage/sharp-
tailed grouse permit validation 
at $4.75. The permit allows bet-
ter monitoring of the harvest of 
this game bird. 

It is available at Fish and 
Game license vendors.

All hunters are encouraged 
to refer to the upland game or 
waterfowl rules brochures for 
hunt details on seasons, limits 
and rules.

sage-grouse 
season opens 
down a little

Sage-grouse harvest and 
hunter numbers on opening 
weekend were down slightly 
in 2012 compared to previous 
years, but Idaho Fish and Game 
ran fewer check stations this 
year.

Statewide, 563 hunters 
checked 270 birds in 2012, com-
pared to 615 hunters and 277 
birds in 2011. Hunter success 
was highest in the Owyhees, 
but similar throughout the rest 
of southern Idaho.

Hunter success, as mea-
sured in birds per hunter or 
hours per bird, was up slightly 
this year. On average, 0.48 birds 
were harvested per hunter and 
it took an average of 7.4 hours 
per hunter to harvest one bird. 

Fish and Game ran six check 
stations this past weekend, 
targeting sage-grouse hunters 
throughout southern Idaho. 

At check stations, Fish and 
Game personnel queried hunt-
ers on their success, number 
of hours hunted, and numbers 
of birds seen. They also col-
lected one wing from each bird 
checked, which provides im-
portant information on annual 
productivity.

The 2012 sage-grouse hunt-
ing season continues through 
September 21.

illinois
Message to 
waterfowl 

Hunters 
Due to ongoing drought 

conditions in Illinois, some 
farmers are mowing or tilling 
their unharvested crop fields 
to collect crop insurance pay-
ments. The Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
reminds hunters that the ma-
nipulation, including mowing 
or tilling, of unharvested crop 
fields is not a normal agricul-
tural practice for waterfowl 
hunting purposes. The IDNR 
has received guidance on this 
issue from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Federal baiting 
laws still apply, even during 
times of drought. Therefore, 
it is a violation of the baiting 

laws under the federal Migra-
tory Bird Treaty Act if scattered 
grain is not totally removed 10 
days prior to hunting. Hunters 
should familiarize themselves 
with baiting laws in Illinois. 
For more information on water-
fowl baiting regulations, refer 
to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service website link regarding 
baiting regulations at http://
www.fws.gov/le/waterfowl-
hunting-and-baiting.html. 

Questions regarding hunt-
ing crop fields mowed or tilled 
due to drought insurance 
claims: 

1. If a standing grain crop 
is 100% void of any ears (corn 
field produced no ears), can the 
field be mowed then hunted? 

Yes, as long as there is no 
grain present in the field. A 
field that produces NO ears of 
corn will probably be a rare oc-
currence. 

2. If a standing grain crop 
has any amount of grain pres-
ent after it is mowed, can it be 
hunted? 

No, it is a “baited area” un-
til 10 days after the complete 
removal of the grain. 

3. Can a standing crop that 
was mowed be disked and 
made legal for hunting? 

The field can only be hunted 
after all exposed grain has been 
completely removed or buried 
for a period of 10 days. Hunt-
ers should keep in mind that if 
a dry field is tilled to the extent 
that no grain is visibly present, 
strong winds or the first rain 
is likely to wash off some cov-
ered grain, thus still making it 


