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million birds. The all-important 
mallard count was up consid-
erably to 10.6 million birds, a 
15-percent increase over 2011 
and 40 percent above the long-
term average. The scaup (blue-
bills) estimate was up also at 
5.2 million, which is 21 percent 
above the 2011 estimate and 
similar to the long-term aver-
age. Those numbers prompted 
the USFWS to increase the daily 
bag limit on scaup from two to 
four birds per hunter.

A special early teal season 
is set from Sept. 8-23. A special 
snow and blue goose season 
is set for Oct. 27 through Nov. 
11 in Escambia and Monroe 
counties only. The special youth 
waterfowl days are Feb. 9-10.

The regular waterfowl sea-
son in the Mississippi Flyway 
is 60 days. Alabama's seasons 
are set for Nov. 23-24 and Dec. 
1 through Jan. 27. The daily bag 
limit is again six ducks with no 
more than four mallards (two 
hens), three wood ducks, one 
mottled duck, two redheads, 
four scaup, two pintails, one 
black duck and one canvasback. 
The daily bag limit of mergan-
sers is five, only two of which 
may be hooded mergansers.

Shooting hours are one-half 
hour before sunrise to sunset 
each day with the exception 
of the Mobile-Tensaw Delta. 
In the area north of Battleship 
Parkway, west of Alabama 
Highway 225, south of CSX 
Railroad tracks, and east of the 
west bank of the Mobile River, 
shooting hours for Monday 
through Thursday are one-half 
hour before sunrise to noon, 

while Friday through Sunday 
shooting hours are one-half 
hour before sunrise to sunset.

Hunters must possess a 
valid hunting license, signed 
federal duck stamp, state duck 
stamp or electronic privilege, 
as well as a free HIP (Harvest 
Information Program) elec-
tronic privilege. Visit www.out-
dooralabama.com/licenses  for 
more information.

ArizonA
Commission 

meeting
Deadline to apply for 2013 

commission appointment is 
Oct. 12

The Governor’s office is still 
accepting applications for the 
2013 appointment to the Ari-
zona Game and Fish Com-
mission. Applications must be 
postmarked or received by 5 
p.m. on Friday, Oct. 12, 2012. 
They can be submitted online 
at www.azgovernor.gov/BC/
Application07.asp.

Members must be well in-
formed on the subject of wild-
life and the requirements for 
its conservation. In accordance 
with state statute, the commis-
sion is required to maintain 
political balance, therefore, 
applicants for this particular 
vacancy may not be registered 
Republican. 

Also, no two members may 
be from the same county. Since 
the commission currently has 
members from Apache, Mari-
copa, Navajo and Pima coun-
ties, residents of those counties 
may not apply for this opening. 

Residents of Cochise, Coconino, 
Gila, Graham, Greenlee, La Paz, 
Mohave, Pinal, Santa Cruz, 
Yavapai and Yuma counties are 
eligible to apply.

Per state statute, the Ari-
zona Game and Fish Com-
mission Appointment Recom-
mendation Board shall assist 
the governor by interviewing, 
evaluating and recommending 
candidates. The board shall 
recommend at least two, but 
no more than five, candidates 
to the governor. The governor 
must select and appoint a com-
missioner from the list submit-
ted by the board. 

For further information, 
contact the Governor’s Office 
of Boards and Commissions 
at (602) 542-2449 or toll free at 
(800) 253-0883. 

For more information about 
the Arizona Game and Fish 
Commission, visit www.azgfd.
gov/commission. For more 
information about the Office of 
the Governor, please visit www.
azgovernor.gov.

Public comment invited on 
Arizona Game and Fish pro-
posed strategic plan

The Arizona Game and Fish 
Department has released the 
draft of its new strategic plan, 
Wildlife 20/20, and wants your 
comments and input.

Wildlife 20/20 provides 
broad strategic guidance for 
all department programs. It is 
intended to be a living docu-
ment that conveys policy direc-
tion that the Arizona Game and 
Fish Commission has provided 
to the department to guide its 


