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State News

AlAbAmA
Still time to 

RegiSteR FoR A 
Youth Dove huNt

Registration is still open 
for the 12th annual youth dove 
hunts sponsored by the Ala-
bama Division of Wildlife and 
Freshwater Fisheries (WFF). 
The youth dove hunts will be 
held in the following counties 
on September 22: Clay, Cren-
shaw, Henry and Baldwin. 
Monroe County will hold its 
youth dove hunts on Septem-
ber 29 and October 6. To regis-
ter, visit https://youthhunts.
dcnr.alabama.gov/dove/.

Youth dove hunts are also 
scheduled for October 6 in 
Barbour, Geneva and Henry 
counties; and on October 20 in 
Covington, Dale and Geneva 
counties. Mobile will hold its 
youth dove hunts on October 
13 and 20. Registration for 
the October hunts will begin 
Wednesday, September 19.

Online registration is en-
couraged. However, partici-
pants without Internet access 
may register by calling the WFF 
district office listed on the hunt 
schedule or the Montgomery 
headquarters at 334-242-3469. 
District office personnel will 
complete the electronic regis-
tration form for you over the 
phone. The complete youth 

dove hunt schedule and a list 
of contact information for all 
WFF district offices can be 
found here.

Alabama’s youth dove 
hunting events are staffed by 
WFF personnel, which encour-
age a safe, secure environment 
for both parents and partici-
pants. The program also makes 
use of private lands and fields 
opened for use by community 
members, thus fostering good 
relationships between hunters 
and private landowners. 

To participate in the hunts, 
youth hunters must be age 15 
or younger and accompanied 
by an adult at least 25 years 
old (or a parent) who holds a 
valid state hunting license and 
a Harvest Information Program 
(HIP) stamp. Hunters should 
obtain their license and HIP 
stamp before the hunt since 
they will not be available on-
site.

Before each hunt, a short 
welcome session with remind-
ers on hunting safety will be 
conducted. All hunters are 
encouraged to wear eye protec-
tion and earplugs.

The Alabama Department 
of Conservation and Natu-
ral Resources promotes wise 
stewardship, management and 
enjoyment of Alabama’s natu-
ral resources through five divi-
sions: Marine Police, Marine 
Resources, State Parks, State 

Lands, and Wildlife and Fresh-
water Fisheries. To learn more 
about ADCNR, visit www.out-
dooralabama.com.
WAteRFoWleRS get 
expANDeD CANADA 

gooSe SeASoN 
Waterfowl hunters will have 

extra time in the field to pursue 
Canada geese this season with a 
78-day season and an increased 
bag limit. In fact, hunters can 
get into action this weekend for 
the special early Canada goose 
season, which runs Sept. 1-15.

The daily bag limit on Can-
ada geese has been raised to 
three birds per hunter, while the 
daily bag limit on white-fronted 
geese (speckle bellies) remains 
at two. In a change from last 
year, the possession limit is 
now twice the daily bag limit 
for Canadas and speckle bellies. 
A Canada goose-only season is 
scheduled for Sept. 22 through 
Oct. 9.

"This was an effort by the 
Fish and Wildlife Service to 
help states deal with their 
resident populations of geese," 
said David Hayden, waterfowl 
specialist with the Alabama 
Wildlife and Freshwater Fisher-
ies Division. "The bag limit was 
increased to three birds, and the 
season was lengthened from 70 
days to 78 days."

For duck hunters, the fall 
flight survey conducted by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) indicated an overall 
abundance of waterfowl in 
North America. The overall 
population estimate increased 
7 percent from last year to 48.6 


