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level-headedness on issues of 
great interest to them. When it 
comes to these recurring issues, 
there is no substitute for the 
knowledge and wisdom born 
of the personal experience and 
passion of a true hunter.

Hunter Numbers Up 9% 
Between 2006 and 2011, 
Preliminary National 

Report Shows
The number of hunters 

age 16 and older in the United 
States increased 9 percent be-
tween 2006 and 2011, reversing 
a previous downward trend, 
a preliminary report from the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) and Department of 
the Interior shows.

Preliminary figures show 
an increase from 12.5 million 
hunters in 2006 to 13.7 mil-
lion in 2011. Final data will 
be included in the upcoming 
USFWS 2011 National Survey 
Report. USFWS has conducted 
a national survey every five 
years since 1955, with the last 
being the 2006 National Survey, 
released in 2007.

“This increase in hunters 
mirrors what our members are 
telling us -- strong sales to an 
expanding consumer base,” 
said Steve Sanetti, president of 
the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, the trade asso-
ciation for the firearms, am-
munition, hunting and shoot-
ing sports industry. “There is 
increased interest in firearm 
ownership -- from customers 
new to the market to exist-
ing customers looking for the 

newest products. Purchases are 
being made for the enjoyment 
of recreational target shooting 
sports -- such as sporting clays, 
IDPA and 3-gun competitions 
-- as well as for personal protec-
tion, and, as these figures show 
us, for hunting.”

The preliminary report also 
shows that hunters spent an av-
erage of 21 days pursuing wild 
game in 2011. Additionally, the 
report shows that hunters spent 
$34 billion on trips, firearms 
and equipment, licenses and 
other items to support their 
hunting activities in 2011.

The national survey is paid 
for by sportsmen through the 
use of Pittman-Robertson Fed-
eral Aid dollars. This year is 
significant as it is the 75th an-
niversary of the Pittman-Rob-
ertson Federal Aid in Wildlife 
Restoration Act.

NCPA: Lead 
Ammunition Bans Harm 

Wildlife
Contrary to environmen-

talists‚ claims, the use of lead 
ammunition poses a minimal 
risk to wildlife, while a lead am-
munition ban would positively 
harm wildlife, according to a 
new report from the National 
Center for Policy Analysis 
(NCPA).

 The EPA is not allowed 
by congress to regulate or ban 
lead ammunition,,aid NCPA 
Senior Fellow Sterling Burnett., 
However, even if it were, there 
is little evidence supporting 
the claim that lead ammuni-
tion poses a significant harm to 

animals and humans.
 Condors are one of the few 

species in which lead ammuni-
tion is arguably causing harm, 
but protecting them does not 
justify a call for a nationwide 
ban,,aid Burnett., Rather, lim-
ited restrictions covering only 
the condors‚ home range might 
be justified to prevent harm.‚ 

Lead ammunition sales also 
fund wildlife conservation.

 Hunters pay an excise tax 
on all the lead ammunition 
they purchase, which direct-
ly funds wildlife conserva-
tion programs,,aid author and 
NCPA intern Alexis Hunter., 
Banning lead ammunition 
would actually be unsound 
wildlife management.‚ 

Since 1991, there have been 
restrictions on using lead am-
munition to hunt certain ani-
mals, but several environmen-
tal groups have recently pushed 
for the EPA to regulate or ban 
lead ammunition production. 
However, bans would increase 
the cost of hunting and could 
jeopardize $1.66 billion per 
year in wildlife management 
and conservation funding from 
taxes and fees on guns, licenses, 
and ammunition.

No Need to Get the Lead 
Out - http://www.ncpa.org/
pub/ba768

New AVMA website 
transforms members‚ 

online experience
Customized home pages, 


