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charities, the groups have some 
wiggle room when it comes to 
how they consider administra-
tive costs versus program costs 
versus fundraising costs. And, 
depending on rating agencies’ 
criteria, their takes on a non-
profit can vary widely. 

The HSUS, for example, is 
ranked well -- four out of four 
stars -- by Charity Navigator. 
But CharityWatch gives the 
group a D grade because, ac-
cording to their criteria, the 
group spends too much of its 
budget on fundraising, said 
President Daniel Borochoff. 

Ratings agencies’ listings 
are by no means inclusive, 
however, and there are many 
unrated yet well-run groups 
that do a lot of good. 

In that case, your personal 
experience may be your best 
guide. 

Feel like an underdog be-
cause of a problem with a busi-
ness, government agency or 
school? To ask the Watchdog 
for help, go to TwinCities.com/
watchdog, call 651-228-5419 or 
email watchdog@pioneerpress.
com. Follow her at twitter.com/ 
pioneerwatchdog.

In choosing Paul Ryan, 
Romney picks a hunter 
who has shown a firm 

grasp of firearms issues
Hunters, firearms owners 

and sportsmen in general across 
the United States should be truly 
heartened by Republican presi-
dential candidate Mitt Romney, 
choice of Congressman Paul 
Ryan of Wisconsin as his vice 

presi-
dential 
r u n -
n i n g 
mate.

All 
p o l i -
t i c s 
aside, 
t h e 
r e a -
son is 
c l e a r. 
P a u l 
R y a n 
i s  a n 
a v i d 
h u n t -
er. He 
is also the former co-chairman 
of Congressional Sportsmen‚ 
Caucus (CSC), which is the 
largest and most bi-partisan 
caucus in Congress.

As a hunter, Rep. Ryan un-
derstands and appreciates the 
issues hunters and sportsmen 
care about, such as the current 
effort to ban the on-line and 
mail order sale of ammunition 
and President Obama, support 
for banning modern sporting 
rifles (MSRs) that are used for 
target shooting and increas-
ingly by hunters, just to name 
just two.

Among the highlights of his 
record in Congress, Rep Ryan:

Voted YES to protect the 
right of hunters to use tradi-
tional ammunition

  Voted YES to prohibit 
suing manufacturers and retail-
ers for the criminal misuse of 
firearms

  Helped sponsor legisla-

tion to change the Pittman 
Robertson excise tax payment 
schedule helping to financially 
strengthen our industry and 
create more jobs for the econo-
my

  Voted YES to decrease 
background check waiting pe-
riod from 3 days to 1 day for a 
firearm purchase at a gun show

  Was rated A by the NRA 
for overall voting record

  Supported national 
cross-state standard for con-
cealed carry

  Opposed the gun reg-
istration & trigger lock law in 
Washington, DC

Many politicians pay lip 
service to, not wanting to in-
fringe on the rights of hunters‚ 
often followed by a pronounce-
ment or proposal that would 
do just that. With Paul Ryan, 
hunters and all law-abiding 
gun owners should be reas-
sured that there is someone in 
Washington with demonstrated 


