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Buy The Book

 CAN WILD ducks identify danger by 
scent? I don’t believe that they can, yet I 
have met many men who insisted that 
certain species of ducks can smell a man 
and when they do are smart enough to get 
away from him. Some of these men were 
highly educated fellows, and others were 
wise in the ways of ducks even if their 
schooling had been neglected.

    To survive, any wild animal must 
recognize man as an enemy. That seems 
easy for them, and they depend upon 
their eyes, their ears, and their olfactory 
nerves to tell them when danger is near. 
Game animals of high intelligence use all 
three of the senses for their protection, 
but there is usually one on which they 
depend. That one in big-game animals is 
scent. The eyesight of most wild animals 
is poor except where motion is involved.

    At my home in Vermont we see wild 
deer around the farm almost every day at 
certain seasons. They know that we are not 
going to bother them, but when they get a 
good strong scent of man they take to the 
timber. I have often played with these deer 
and I know certain things about them.

    Their eyesight is poor and they won’t 
see me unless I move. I have stood perfectly 
still and watched deer feed down across the 
grasslands near me. I have whistled or called 
without frightening them. They throw up 
their heads at the sound and look straight at 
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me where I sit on a stone wall or stand in a thicket. In 
a few seconds they will go on grazing. Living around 
farms as they do, they are constantly hearing men’s 
voices and other noises, and are not frightened. As 
they feed along, they come to the air stream blowing 
from me to them. That tells them things their eyes 
and ears have missed: there is a man close to them, 
and they get from there promptly and without cer-
emony in their leaving.

    One fall I was grouse and woodcock shooting in 
New York State. My friend Harry Shedd was down-
hill in the heavy timber. A fast pointer with a sheep 
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