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This is a great example of how 
a website should be done. This 
web site prints out to be about 
10 pages for $360 a year or $90/
quarter. We offer websites 
from $160/year. 

This issues featured website

J&L Boykins

See you Feb 15-17, 
2013

At the Pheasantfest 
in Minneapolis 

Booth 1336

J & L Boykin Spaniels: We 
have been breeding Boykins for 
over 25 years. The Boykin Span-
iel is a highly versatile hunting 
dog with a big heart and light 
spirit. This little brown dog 
can truly be your best friend 
whether in the duck marsh, 
pheasant fields or by the home 
fires. Our dogs hunt in many 
sanctioned tournaments and 
run against many other breeds 
and prove their hunting ability. 
For information about our dogs 
or upcoming litters and train-
ing tips, or if you just want to 
talk about the little brown dogs, 
please call Please call to inquire 
about our pups and also about 
our upcoming litters due this 

spring and summer. 
Our cell number is 
612-759-8139 and 
home 715-796-5251

Jan or Larry 
Hinchman, Ham-
mond, WI 

715-796-5251

jlhinch@centu-
rytel.net
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From The Publisher’s Desk

Welcome to the October/November 2012 issue of Bird Dog & Retriever News. 
Thanks to our advertisers and readers.  Life has been busy this issue is a month or 
so late, but we should be back on track now.  This issue is 126 pages, about double 
what we used to charge for.

So what do we have in this issue?  We have a book:  A Dog For All Seasons The 
Labrador Retriever Edited by Joe Arnette, it is a series of articles about Labs. We also 
offer: Have Ducks The Power Of Scent? Ray P. Holland, it’s a waterfowl book.

The featured breeder is Rosemary Sexton of Realta Irish Water Spaniel Kennels 
of Zimmerman, MN. I met her running her Irish Water Spaniels at the Master Hunt 
Test field on Kelly Farms just north of he Twin Cities. If you are looking for am in-
teresting waterfowl dog she’s a great one to contact.

Are you looking for your first or next dog the read Remember Me by Loyde 
Childs. Our featured website breeder is Larry Hinchman with his Boykins east of 
the twin cities. We have some great new products for you to look at.  If you are left 
eye dominant you should read The Case of the Reluctant Eye by Bill Hanus

We also have some great news from the AKC, Enemy & friendly camp and the 
state news.  Our calendars this issue includes gun shows, dog shows, agility, field 
trial & hunt tests.

Hopefully we’ll have the Dec/Jan issue out in a few weeks and be back current 
on calendar.

See you at the shows & in the field.

Dennis Guldan 
Publisher Bird Dog & Retriever News
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What’s New

Pet Tracker 
Everything you need to get 
started with GPS location 
and activity tracking for 
your pet. It’s a simple and 
efficient way to help you 
keep your dog safe and 
healthy. Order now and 
we’ll send you the peace 
of mind you’re looking for.

Includes 3 months of 
service. After 3 months, 
you will be charged 
$7.95 per month.  You 
can cancel at any time.
The Pet Tracker is a perfect 
solution to help ensure 
that your pets are safe and 
healthy. If your pets aren’t 
where they’re supposed to 
be or not getting the vet-
recommended amount 
of exercise, you’ll know.

$99.95
www.pettracker.

com

FireStarters 
No More Taste of Light-
er Fluid in Your Food!
Grate Chef® Fire Starters 
are packets of unique-
ly developed material 
that burns hot and clean 
with no harmful toxins.
 Burns at 1,500 degrees 
for about 10 minutes
 Start charcoal, 
wood, campfires, etc. 
with a single packet
 Burns clean with no smell
 Safe for transport, will not 
self-combust like other 
petroleum-based starters
Simple to use, just place 
the packet under char-
coal, wood, etc and light 
one corner to ignite.

$8.99
www.gratechef.

com

Smart Belt
The SPIbelt™ will ex-
pand to hold any smart 
phone, keys, cash, credit 
cards, and even a pass-
port. The SPIbelt™ is ideal 
for fitness, travel, medical 
needs, and so much more. 
The SPIbelt™ is sleek, se-
cure, and does not bounce.
Product Features:
 Will not bounce.
 Expandable, secure, 
low-profile pocket.
 Comfortable, soft elas-
tic prevents chaffing.
 Sturdy buckle and glides for 
even the most active users.
Fits waist size 
25” through 50”.
Proudly made in 
Austin, Texas.

$19.99
www.spibelt.

com
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Mens Shoes

Adventure anytime and 
anywhere in this active, 
athletic, and incredibly 
comfortable shoe built 
on the supportive LU-
VSEAT™ platform. Ad-
venture-on in this col-
orful multi-sport shoe, 
built with synthetic and 
mesh uppers for breath-
ability. Made from 25% 
recycled rubber, our 
proprietary EcoTread™ 
sole merges high-trac-
tion with eco-function.
• Mesh and syn-
thetic leather upper.
• LUVSEAT™ 
XO3 platform.
• Lace-up fit.
• EcoTread™ recycled rub-
ber, non-marking outsole.

$110
www.chacos.com

T Shirt
Revenge Is

Made in the USA from 
a 50/50 blend of recy-
cled plastic bottles (RPET) 
and organic cotton, print-
ed with water-based inks. 
What’s the deal with the 
charities? How much 
money do you donate?

First: the deal with charities? 
They are awesome! Second: 
we donate 5% of a tee-shirt’s 
net sales revenue to a charity 
that supports whichever issue 
was highlighted in the design. 
That means if you buy an en-
dangered species tee, we do-
nate to an endangered species 
charity, or if you buy from our 
“eat your veggies” line, we 
donate to charities working 
to promote healthy living. It’s 
win-win: you show off your 
support for a cause you believe 
in and we donate to a charity.

$38
www.Revengeis.com

Air Harness 
As any dog owner will tell 
you, many dogs pull and a 
harness takes pressure off 
the dog’s neck as the con-
nection to the dog’s harness 
is closer to the dog’s center 
of gravity rather than hav-
ing the dog only attached at 
the collar. Many dog trainers 
and competitors, as well as 
pet owners, use and recom-
mend the use of harnesses.

A collar, while it can look 
very nice on the dog and is 
ideal for hanging its ID tag, 
can also put pressure on the 
neck and wind pipe of the 
dog and can encourage him 
or her to pull on the lead. By 
walking the dog on a har-
ness it takes that pressure 
off the neck and can help 
stop dogs pulling and cut 
down on lead frustration.

$34.99
www.spiffydog.com
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Guns

While a dominant left eye 
is an annoyance to any right-
handed shooter, the curse falls 
especially hard on the bird-
hunter. A pistol shooter just has 
to use a two-hand hold -- the 
dominant left eye takes over 
-- and he's in the black without 
any fuss or bother. The same 
with a scoped rifle, which can 
be shot effectively with either 
eye since the opposite eye is 
excluded in the sighting pro-
cess. But with wing shooting 
there is no way around the fact 
that a shooter with a dominant 
left eye is going to shoot three 
feet to the left of the bird. Or is 
there?

A dominant eye is easy to 
diagnose on the skeet field be-
cause a guy with this problem 
will break all the birds from 
the low house because they go 
from right to left -- because he 
has a three foot lead built into 
every shot. He misses all the 
high house birds going from left 
to right because he's shooting 
three feet behind these guys. 
The problem is identified. How-
ever, lots of folks have given up 
on birdhunting because they 

think they just "poor shots" -- 
when in point of fact they have 
a dominant or master left eye. 
There are special rewards for 
birdhunters who help children, 
spouses and friends to over-
come this handicap. Here's how 
you can earn yours . . .

The crossover stock -- a 
doglegged affair that is mount-
ed on the right-hand shoulder 
but sighted with the left eye. 
It's probably as old as shotgun 
shooting. They are costly, hard 
to fit and not commonly avail-
able -- but they allow the right-
handed shooter to cope with a 
dominant left eye situation.

 Older English gun catalogs 
occasionally mention the avail-
ability of crossover stocks for 
made-to-order shotguns. When 
the legendary John Amber 
-- longtime editor of GUN DI-
GEST fame -- lost the eyesight 
of his dominant right eye, he 
had a gun fitted with a cross-
over stock to make use of his 
left eye.

 Don't fight, just switch 
Two immediate solutions 

suggest themselves when faced 
with a dominant left eye. The 
first and obvious one is to move 
the whole shooting operation to 
the left side. This seems to work 
okay in some target shooting 
situations, where you have time 
in advance to place your feet 
correctly, mount the gun and 
adjust the brain to the changed 
stance. However in hunting 
situations where instinctive 
moves are a major part of the 
game, this doesn't always work 
out well.

 Obstruct the left eye 
and force the right eye to 

work harder 
Yes, you can don a pirate 

patch or insert a piece of card-
board in your shooting glasses 
to over the left lens. This works 
-- but your depth perception 
is shot. Okay for going-away 
pheasants maybe, but a bum-
mer trying to guess the distance 
and lead when pass-shoot-
ing doves. Experienced target 
shooters use a small "dot" of 
electrian's or translucent tape 
to blur the left eye's view of the 
front sight but still get some 
feedback for distance and lead 
judgments.

 An interesting variation of 
another way to trick a domi-
nant eye was discovered with 
the popularity of the light pipe 
front sights -- the kind that 
put a fluorescent dot in the 
target area. The way some are 
installed, they are visible to 
only the right eye. So for the 
shooter trying to shoot right-

The Case of the Reluctant Eye
The never-ending search for solutions to the 

dominant left eye/right-handed shooter dilemma 
continues.

By Bill Hanus
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handed with a dominant left 
eye, only his right eye gets the 
hot dot, hence the message that 
he's got the gun pointed in the 
target area. Both eyes have been 
operative in making the mental 
calculations on distance and 
lead so the shooter has at least 
a sporting chance. The caveat 
here is that there is a tendency 
for the right eye to watch the 
bright front sight instead of the 
bird. This requires tight mental 
discipline at a time when every-
thing else is at sixes and sevens.

 There's an inexpensive 
($12.95) commercial product 
called a Sight-Blinder Crossfire 
Reducer -- the name says it all 
-- which, when mounted on 
the ventilated rib of a shotgun, 
shields the view of the front 
sight from the left eye and, as 
a bonus, gives the right eye a 
warning signal if the head is 
lifted off the stock. Phone or Fax 
434/589-5541 or visit meadow-
industries.com.

 Coping with a dominant 
eye problem ultimately seems 
to boil down to curbing the left 
eye's ability to interfere with 
the right eye's sighting pro-
cess; or adapting the left eye's 
dominance to a right-handed 
shooting style. There are no 
quick and easy solutions. Some 
things work for some shooters, 
but not for others.

 Those of us who don't have 
a dominant eye problem, usu-
ally don't even remember what 
the front sight looks like -- so 
it's hard for us to imagine the 
difficulties faced by folks who 
must focus on it. What seems 

to most of us to be 
a perfectly natural 
function requires 
concentration and 
tenacity in others. 
As K.C. Constantine 
remarks in Cranks 
and Shadows:
 ". . . everybody 

talks talent. 
But give me 

tenacity.
 Tenacity beats 

talent every 
time."

 If you can't beat them, join 
them

 One old timer, who claimed 
he was "too set in his ways to 
monkey around" -- went back 
to his workshop and attached 
an arm extending four inches 
to the left of the muzzle. He 
installed a new front sight at 
the end of the arm, the same 
height as his over/under's. It 
enabled him to shoot using 
his dominant left eye while 
mounting the gun on his right 
shoulder. Looked kind of Rube 
Goldbergish, but the laughter 
died down when he came close 
to limiting out on opening day. 
TENACITY! 

Bill Hanus hails from New-
port, OR his website is hwww.
billhanusbirdguns.com
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Buy The Book

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer 
you seven pages from this book  to decide if you 

want to do buy the book!

CHAPTER ONE
The Labrador Retriever-Who is he?

By Richard A. Wolters

The Labrador is the king of retrievers. He may not 
be the handsomest or the strongest, but he is the king. 
He is intelligent but not cunning; he’s lovable but not 
soft. The Labrador retriever is loyal but not a one-man 
dog. He’s gentle but not a dog to be backed against the 
wall. He’s a romping fun fellow but won his crown as 
an honest worker.

The Lab is as much at home on your bed as he is 
calmly sitting next to an Illinois pit blind undaunted by 
a cutting wind. He’s the waterfowler’s first choice, but he 
is also a fine upland hunter. He’ll give you the sportiest 
woodcock hunting possible in Maine, and he’ll unravel 
the tricks of Iowa’s pheasants. He may not be the fastest 
swimmer, but if you send him for a crippled goose on 
the Eastern shore, he won’t quit. He’s truly the hunter’s 
dog, yet when he comes into this world he doesn’t have 
a hateful gene in his body.

Versatility is the hallmark of the Lab. Police work? 
No problem. The London Bobbies use Labs all the time. 
Leading the blind? He outperforms the breed that started 
the business.

Helping conservationists? He works side by side 
with game wardens in every state and with scientists 
in Canada. But the Lab’s real conservation efforts are 
with Harry, Bill, and Joe, the duck hunters, who need 
his help to protect the bag by making every downed 
duck count. Ask any waterfowler about Labs, and you 
will hear stories of courage, persistence, loyalty, and just 
plain smarts. He can also tell you how the Lab compares 
with other retrievers: “When a game warden comes 

A Dog For All 
Seasons

The Labrador Retriever
Edited by Joe Arnette

Thanks to Countrysport Press we 
offer you a chapter from A Dog For 

All Seasons

around to your blind, the Chesapeake will try to tear 
his arm off, a Golden will lick his face, but a Lab will 
show him where you hid the extra ducks or where the 
bag of corn is kept.”

Mallard, canvasback, wood duck, blue-winged teal, 
or even merganser-the kind of duck makes no difference, 
nor does it make any difference what flyway he’s on. The 
Lab is as good a worker in Oregon as he is in Louisiana. 
He can learn the ways of the oak swamp hunters in the 
Ozarks, run the shoreline and toll the ducks in Nova 
Scotia, sit quietly in a punt off Chincoteague, scan the 
skies from the rocks on Long Island Sound, work from a 
stilt blind on California lakes, or walk at heel in Central 
Park. And that is really the point with this dog: He can 
be taught anything that is possible for a dog to learn. He 
takes to training as easily as any breed and he laps it up. 
Both in America and in England, he has proven to be such 
a good worker, so biddable and with such a dependably 
docile temperament, generation after generation, that 
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it is no wonder the Lab has become 
the most popular dog in the United 
States.

Contrary to popular belief, the 
Labrador retriever did not see the 
shores of Labrador until modern 
times; in fact, his name is a fluke, 
a misnomer derived from the 
nineteenth-century British concept 
of geography that lumped Labrador 
and Newfoundland together in the 
same land mass. In the same century, 
the Lab almost became extinct in 
England because of complex business 
and political situations, and the same 
thing almost happened in America 
during the Great Depression.

In the early 1930s, when the 
Lab outperformed the Chesapeake 
Bay retriever in field trials, the 
American waterfowler took him 
into the marshes and he has been 
there ever since. In the field the true 
test is the field trial, and the record 
book shows overwhelmingly that if 
you want to win consistently, you 
might as well start with Labradors. 
Other breeds sneak in and win 
once in a while, but not very often. 
Hunters call the Lab an “honest” 
dog; he lives to work. He’ll break the 
Minnesota ice to retrieve a downed 
bird and shake the crystals off his 
back after he delivers the bird to 
hand. Then he’s raring to go again 
when the next flight drops into the 
decoys. He’ll work in the heat of 
the Texas desert all day gathering 
doves, and his pay is the retrieve 
and a pat.

During most of the nineteenth 
century, the Lab was owned only by 
a few aristocratic British sportsmen. 
Although he was introduced to 
England in the beginning of that 
century, he was not available to the 
average British sportsman until the 
twentieth century. When he was first 
brought to the United States in the 
late 1920s, he had much the same 
history-used by only a very few 
wealthy sportsmen and then only in 
the traditional British hunting manner.

Credit must be given to two 
sources for keeping the Labrador 
breed alive: (1) the aristocratic families 
and their gamekeepers in both 
England and America, and (2) the 
American sportsmen who gradually 
“adopted,” developed, and trained 
the dog for their hunting needs. 
Though American waterfowlers had 
a good hunting dog, the Chesapeake 
retriever, the Lab proved to be a better 
dog for them-and their families.

The Labrador has proven to 
be a strong breed, passing down 
his attractive qualities through 
hundreds of years. From his days 
in Newfoundland he has passed 
on his traits as a “workaholic,” and 
from his earliest days in England, his 
wonderful temperament.

The temperament of the Labrador 
retriever is an enigma. A dog tends 
to assume his temperament from 
the nature of his environment or 
the characteristics of his people. 
For example, the Eskimo dog is 
a tough dog in his native habitat 
and illustrates the principle of the 
survival of the fittest: He will kill for 
food. His temperament comes from 
his environment; he is not a house 
pet. The Doberman Pinscher, on the 
other hand, adopted the character 
of his masters-Prussian military 
officers who commanded strong, 
one-man loyalty Neither dog could 
be considered for babysitting duties.

The Labrador’s ancestors were 
developed in Newfoundland, which 
has the harshest environment settled 
by any Europeans in North America. 
The conditions under which they 
lived made the lives of the Pilgrims 
seem rich by comparison. The dog’s 
heritage began in sub-survival living 
conditions, which should produce a 
rough temperament. The dog’s first 
job in Newfoundland was working 
with the fishermen from Devon, 
England, who were considered the 
roughest, toughest men of Britain. 
The first settlers on the island were 
ship-jumpers and deserters from the 
British fishing fleet and the navy, 
a lawless society that defied any 
authority. Yet from this raw society 

the even-tempered St. John’s dog, the 
direct ancestor of the Labrador, was 
developed.

To solve the mystery of the 
Labrador ’s ancestry,  we must 
thoroughly investigate not only 
the history of the dog but also the 
history of his owners and the times 
in which they lived. This is no easy 
task, for there were no men of letters 
to record the dog’s earliest days in 
Newfoundland. In fact, the dog was 
not mentioned in English sporting 
literature until the early nineteenth 
century

Puzzling history or no, we are 
lucky. We have the dog today, almost 
five hundred years from his modern 
beginnings. Documenting his past, 
loving his presence, and looking 
toward his future is an exciting, 
challenging, intellectual gambit-and 
a celebration of the Labrador retriever.

* * *
CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO

An Ordinary 
Morning

By Joe Arnette
Winter fog veiled the shadowed 

pair snugged down into a toss of 
driftwood logs. Vapor hung on the 
dawn, worn and gauzy in close, then 
freshening to a thick cloak out over 
the water. Moisture beaded on the 
shoulders of the hunter’s parka, on 
his oily gun barrel, on his Labrador’s 
sleek-black coat. The air was cold-near 
the raw edge of freezing, where a few 
degrees would turn the nebulous 
mist into tangible crystals. Given 
the season, it appeared an ordinary 
morning.

The blanketed marsh thought so, 
too. Within the surround of predawn 
fog, mallards went about their 
business, chuckling in whispers 
one moment, pouring out raucous 
guffaws the next. The splashes of 
mergansers punctuated the sound 
of the river lapping its rock-fringed 
banks like a dog taking a casual drink.
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Invisible wings whistled over the 
blind, shocking wooden thumps from 
the Labrador’s heavy tail. He whined 
lightly, focused on the opaque curtain 
out of which the ducks would appear 
suddenly and without warning-as 
they had done so many times. He was 
a veteran dog, but still anxious that 
life was passing him by on the wings 
of each fog-bound bird.

“Hush now,” the hunter said, 
reaching over the short space between 
them to touch the Lab’s ear. He 
rubbed its leathery tip with his 
thumb and forefinger. “Stay quiet.” 
His voice stroked the dog as softly 
as his fingers. “We haven’t missed a 
thing.” The hunter looked at his dog’s 
head; though it was obscure in the 
anemic half-light, he knew its broadly 
chiseled detail as well as he knew his 
own reflection. The head was solid 
and honest, like the brain it held and 
the body behind it.

Secretly, the man was pleased that 
the Lab had not lost his puppyish zeal 
and free-spirited drive for the hunt 
during the seven seasons they had been 
together. He had seen too many dogs, 
for too many sad reasons, without heart 
for the work. The Labrador at his side 
was not one of those dogs. Early on, 
the retriever had given himself to the 
man and to waterfowling, and when 
they came together the dog was at his 
best. And that best had become as good 
as the man had ever owned or, likely, 
would ever own, though he sometimes 
lost sight of it in the dog’s steady, day-
after-day performance.

The retriever was what he was 
bred to be-a working gun dog, nothing 
more. But then, nothing more was 
necessary. He had never competed in 
a field trial nor run in a hunt test. He 
had never been in demand as a stud, 
nor had anyone tried to buy him. 
His performance was workmanlike 
and reliable, which made it look 
ordinary. It was not. He was a hunting 
dog, which is another way of saying 
that beneath the appearance of the 
commonplace lay the extraordinary.

The Labrador ’s head twisted 
upward as a rush of wings broke the 

white stillness. Six mallards beat low 
behind the jumble of driftwood, out 
of the marshes, pushed down by the 
fog and seeking the river. They passed 
the dark lumps that were decoys, then 
disappeared as though erased by the 
swipe of a hand. Soft, coercing calls 
from the hunter tensed the Lab, sent 
a tremor down his body, and riveted 
his eyes ahead into the thin hint of 
breeze. Another set of chuckles and 
the ducks were there, conjured by the 
calls, backpedaling, their feet down 
above the blocks.

The dog’s eyes locked on the 
tumbled drake before it arced to the 
water, lost in the fog. He stayed on 
his mark, wide-eyed and rigid, until 
the hunter spoke his name and said, 
Dead. At these words, an excitement-
driven Yip launched the dog from the 
driftwood. Five running leaps and he 
was in the river, an inky line rulered 
from the blind to the spot where he 
had last seen the drake. Then he, too, 
was absorbed by the fog.

“Good boy,” the man said, when 
the Lab had placed the mallard in his 
hand. “Good job.” He fussed over the 
dog, telling him as he had so often, that 
the Lab was the best fellow that ever 
wore a collar. And the hunter meant it.

The man had long ago come to 
grips with the little Yip that fired a 
retrieve, and he accepted the dog’s 
tendency on his returns to make 
for the nearest bank and finish the 
retrieve on land. Both had become 
irrelevant. The Lab’s marks and lines 
to downed birds were arrow-true; if 
he chose to escape the icy water on the 
way back, that was his affair. The man 
was his only judge, and he considered 
it sensible. The dog never dropped 
a bird, never paused in his delivery. 
Only when he had placed a retrieved 
duck in his hunter’s hand would he 
relax, shake, and nose the game he 
had given up-and given up willingly, 
without a hint of reluctance.

Th is  as tounded  the  man . 
Although he had trained the Lab, 
watched him develop, and made 
the retriever part of his life along 
with quite a few others-he was still 

amazed by the animal’s willingness 
to go against embedded drives. This 
dog was steady to shot and to fall, 
took signals well, and delivered to 
hand-when the mindless instincts of 
millennia told him to bark and chase, 
run like hell after the bird, grab it, and 
eat it on the spot. That he did none of 
those things, the man thought, was 
what made each retrieve a singular 
and truly incredible event.

The man understood the behavioral 
theories and hands-on mechanics of 
training; nevertheless, he remained 
enchanted by quality dog work with its 
ritualized choreography of grace and 
beauty. But in his mind, the difficulty 
or style of the retrieves was not the 
most remarkable factor in that piece 
of the hunting equation called a gun 
dog. Even at the lowest level of skill, 
he knew that there was something 
far from ordinary underlying each 
cooperative performance. The wonder 
of Labradors was not in superficial 
judgments of how well they performed; 
it was hidden within the dogs, in the 
depths of what they did willingly, and 
why they did it at all.

Full dawn, such as it was, kicked 
in on schedule, and the mist, like a 
collection of tired night spirits, began 
to fade beneath the gaining light. 
Cottony wisps of fog disappeared 
from above the toss of driftwood logs 
and unraveled over the river. Shapes 
hardened and acquired texture. The 
dark lumps on the water became 
bobbing decoys, and shadows etched 
themselves into the hunter and his 
Lab snugged down on a riverbank. 
For a time, the air would chill, then 
slowly yield its grip to a pale sun.

We have let you read about ten 
pages of this 207 page book

© 2002 A Dog for all 
Seasons  Reprinted 
with permission of 
Countrysport Press, 

Camden, Maine (www.
countrysportpress.com).
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Habitat

 Owning a dog is a privi-
lege. It's something special 
that not everyone can do. Most 
of the time we think of some-
one or groups as the wealthy. 
There is no question that the 
cost  involved in having a dog 
is expensive , however, there is 
more. Individuals or families 
must have the ability to under-
stand dog behaviors and how 
to train and handle their pets.

 Selecting a dog is a im-
portant event especially in a 
family environment. Consider 
the breed, size, temperament, 
known health issues, and the 
purpose you want for the dog. 
Purpose ? Yes, why do you 
want a dog in the first place? 
Having a dog is a long term 
responsibility. As an example 
hunters want hunting breeds, 
others are looking for a com-
panion, some folks are involves 
with service dogs, still others 
want one for show competition.

 Once the choice is made 
finding the right dog becomes 
an exciting adventure. Con-
sideration should be given to 
whether it will be a pup or an 
older dog. Many breeders have 
both available. Maybe a rescue 

breed will fit the families needs. 
Regardless, what decision is 
made find one that meets the 
expectations of the character 
you want.

 When you have the dog of 
choice, all the responsibilities 
you committed to must be ad-
dressed.. This is a serious prom-
ise you're making not only as a 
family, but to your new pal. It's 
a lifetime agreement.

 Over time the dog must 
form a firm bond to at least 
one family member. Once this 
bond is in place the dog can find 
solace within the family .

 As each year goes by make 
time to document enjoyable 
events with you pet. Take pic-
tures as often as possible. Pic-
tures are always taken during 
fun and happy times. Make 
sure you include your pal in 
the front row.

 As the dog grows into their 
senior years be aware of the 
change in their condition. Some 
dogs live a long time, yet oth-
ers are gone to soon. Always 
remember that death is part of 
life. I have been asked over and 

over when is the time to put a 
dog down. My answer is, you 
will know. This is a extremely 
difficult time and each person 
or family must face it. We have 
had nine English Springer 
Spaniel in our family in thirty-
six years,we have two with us 
today. In each situation it is dif-
ficult to put a dog down.,even 
knowing their quality of life is 
extinguished

 When the decision has been 
made contact your veterinarian 
and make arrangements. Some 
Vets can come to your home. 
If the place is the clinic ask for 
a special time during the day. 
When you go rather than filling 
yourself with grief try to think 
of all you have done for your 
pal and how they improved 
your life. Make it a proud mo-
ment., hold on to them till the 
end, they have no one else, be-
cause you are their life.

 I remember a story posted 
on the bulletin board in a vet-
erinarians office which impart 
said “ dogs will be waiting for 
us in a special place and when 
we get to heaven and call out 
their name they will come 
running when they hear their 
masters voice”

 I know they will be there 
because God created them for 
us...where else could they be.

 Loyde Childs, Marslall, WI

 

Remember Me
By Loyde Childs
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Rabies Case a Reminder to 
Leave Wildlife in the Wild

A recent rabid raccoon case 
in Alabama serves as a reminder 
that the public should not take 
wild animals from their natu-
ral environment. The Alabama 
Department of Public Health 
(ADPH) has confirmed one of 
four baby raccoons that were 
recently relocated from Baldwin 
County to Walker County tested 
positive for rabies. The raccoon 
exposed a group of adults and 
children in both counties to 
rabies. 

 
Most wildlife is protected 

under law and may not be 
legally taken from the wild or 
kept as pets. Doing so is harm-
ful to the animal and can put 
humans at risk of exposure to 
various diseases, including ra-
bies. If you find wildlife, leave 
it in the wild. 

 
According to Gary Moody, 

Wildlife Section Chief for the 
Alabama Division of Wild-
life and Freshwater Fisheries 
(WFF), the USDA Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Ser-
vice has expended tremendous 
resources in recent years to 
eradicate raccoon rabies from 
portions of Alabama. “A move-

ment such as this threatens the 
entire multi-year effort as rac-
coon rabies could be potentially 
reintroduced back into a pre-
viously treated area,” Moody 
said. “This case is an example 
of someone picking up cute and 
fuzzy wildlife that could have 
resulted in fatal consequences 
for both humans and other 
wildlife. Private ownership 
of wildlife is illegal for good 
reason.”

 
Rabies is a viral disease that 

can affect all mammals and is 
considered to be 100 percent 
fatal. Humans who have been 
exposed to rabies must undergo 
the recommended medical 
treatment in order to prevent 
the disease. 

 
To limit potential exposure 

to rabies or other diseases 
sometimes carried by wildlife, 
avoid contact with wild animals 
or domestic animals acting in a 
strange or unusual manner. If 
you are bitten or scratched by 
a wild animal, rinse the wound 
thoroughly under running wa-
ter and seek medical treatment 
immediately. For more informa-
tion about rabies prevention, 
click here. 

 
“The best way to avoid 

exposure to rabies is to leave 
wild animals in the wild,” said 
Keith Gauldin, a WFF wildlife 
biologist. “Though they may be 
cute, wildlife young can also be 
dangerous. Rabies is only one 
of the many dangers involved 
in handling wild animals.”

 
Rabies isn’t the only danger 

when dealing with wildlife. 
Keeping wild animals in cap-
tivity is illegal and dangerous. 
In the 1990s, captive deer that 
had become domesticated in 
Alabama were responsible for 
the deaths of two people. 

 
Taking animals from their 

natural environment robs them 
of an opportunity to learn to 
survive, even if that means the 
animal must fend for itself. If 
you find wildlife that has been 
injured, contact a WFF district 
office. For a complete list of WFF 
district wildlife offices, visit 
www.outdooralabama.com.

 
The Alabama Department 

of Conservation and Natu-
ral Resources promotes wise 
stewardship, management and 
enjoyment of Alabama’s natu-
ral resources through five divi-
sions:  Marine Police, Marine 
Resources, State Lands, State 
Parks, and Wildlife and Fresh-
water Fisheries.  To learn more 
about ADCNR, visit www.out-
dooralabama.com.

 

The Wild
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Meet The Breeder

When I look to do an 
article on a breeder if I find out they 
are the only breeder with a certain 
hunting title on a dog, they have my 
attention. Well that is the situation 
with Rosemary Sexton of Realta 
Irish Water Spaniel Ken-
nels of Zimmerman, MN. 

A s  k e n n e l s  g o 
Rosemary has a small 
one with but three dogs. 
Two of three are show 
Champions and run in 
the field. She has had 
six litters over the past 
fourteen years, so she will 
never be called a puppy 
mill. But Rosemary has 
d o n e  a  t re m e n d o u s 
amount with the dogs 
she has.

I met Rosemary a few 
weeks ago when I went 
out to a Lake Country 
Retriever Hunt test to 
snap some pictures. I try 
to visit Junior, Senior and 
Master Hunter fields, to 
meet a variety of people 
and understand the tests 
better. When I pulled 
into the Master Hunter 
field I noticed Rosemary 
exercising her Irish Water 
Spaniel Nova. I had to look 
a second time. What was 
an Irish doing with the 
elite group of mostly Labs running 
Master Hunter? Rosemary’s Irish 
had a Senior Hunter title on her Irish 

and was running Master Hunter. In 
fact she attempted and passed one 
leg of the Master Hunter.

To give you a clue on what it 
takes to pass Master Hunter, we are 
talking about a test that can take two 
days to run. Includes such things as 

honoring, diversions, triple marks, 
both upland and water work, eight 
separate bird retrieves. It’s not 

something you are gonna take a 
dog from a backyard and pass, 
these dogs are the top of the line. 
And Rosemary Sexton put the only 
Master Hunter on a female Irish 
Water Spaniel in the breed and a 
leg on a second dog. There only 
two male IWS Master Hunters, in 
the U.S.

I got talking with Rosemary 
at the test and next thing I knew I 
was at her home talking about her 
kennel and the breed.

Rosemary has had Irish Water 
Spaniels for 14 years. She has had 
ten litters in that time generating 
10 show champions. She not only 

run field events she 
also runs her dogs 
in the show ring. 
Rosemary does not 
hunt so her mentor 
for field work is 
Rick Stawski of Fine 
Line Retrievers. 

I  n e e d 
t o  c o m m e n d 
Rosemary for doing 
the  f ie ld  work. 
M o s t  b r e e d e r s 
who do not hunt 
would ignore the 
hunting titles, not 
Rosemary. She’s in 
there with the best 
of them training 
her Irish’s in all 
aspects the breed 
was designed for. 

T h e  I r i s h 
Wa t e r  S p a n i e l 
is an interesting 
breed. It is one of 
the oldest of all 
retriever breeds. It 
was developed in 
the 1840s fifty years 
before the Labs hit 
the retriever scene. 

It has been known to be a jovial 
breed that does not take anything 
too serious. And to place Master 

Queen Of The Irish
By Dennis Guldan
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Hunter titles on such a breed is a 
major feat.

Rosemary force fetches all her 
dogs. Her pro does the collar 
training. She trains between 
two and four nights a week, 
every week that weather allows 
and she is not at events. Last 
year she ran in six field events. 
Add to this her show and 
obedience work she does on 
all her dogs, she’s a busy and 
dedicated dog owner.

And it is not only in the field 
that Rosemary is known. She 
has also won winners dog and 
winners bitch at the national 
specialty. And her pups are 
known to be versatile too. One 
of her pups needs one more 
pass to get a very rare VCD4 
title. The Versatile Champion 
Dog level four is a title available 
to all dog breeds. Includes 
testing of agility, obedience and 
tracking. Only a handful of all dogs 
registered with the AKC have every 
achieved the title.

So without question, Rosemary 
has proven if worked on, the Irish 
Water Spaniel can compete and 
be competitive in all levels of dog 
events.

I asked Rosemary to tell us 
a little bit about the Irish Water 
Spaniel. Rosemary agrees the Irish is 
a playful breed that sometimes has 
problems taking too much pressure 
in training situations. Some of the 
dogs can be soft. The Irish can 
be known as a single person or 
family dog. Her dogs sometimes 
don’t want to go for a walk with 
Rosemary’s kids, if Rosemary is in 
the house. Though they make great 
family dogs, they do not make great 
kennel dogs. Rosemary prefers 
to sell her pups to experienced 
dog people, who understand you 
must be firm and consistent in dog 
training.

As far  as  the curly hair, 
Rosemary clips her dogs about four 
times a year and the field coat stays 
in good shape. They also need a 

combing about once a week to keep 
a nice coat. Irish Water Spaniels are 
not small dogs, expect them to be 
about 21-24 inches tall and weigh 
about 45 to 65 pounds. 

Rosemary keeps a list of people 
interested in puppies and breeds 
when the list gets to the right size. 
This fall she plans on having a litter. 
Pups will go for $1000 each. A great 
looking rare breed dog that can 
pass a Master hunt tests are rare. 

And litters like this don’t come by 
very often. 

Get a hold of Rosemary if you 
are interested her number is 763-
389-9111 she’s good people. And 
has an incredible house that looks 
like something out of Lord Of the 
Rings or Hansel & Gretel.

Dennis Guldan hails from 
New Brighton, MN
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More Then Just Bird Dog

The Dog’s Space at Your Place

We all know that a happy pet 
makes for a happy home, so for 
dog owners it is our job to make 
sure that the home is a safe and 
comfortable living space. From 
big ranches to one bedroom flats 
our dogs are forced to adapt to 
the homes that we have chosen. 
The best thing you can do for 
a dog is to keep their needs in 
mind the same way that you 
keep your own every day.

“Dogs need food, water, and 
shelter, however, most dogs 
need more than that” explains 
Dr. M.A. Crist, clinical assistant 
professor at the Texas A&M 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
& Biomedical Sciences. “Dogs 
have emotional needs as well as 
physical requirements, they are 
social animals and need to be a 
part of the family or be included 
in your daily routine”

“Some dogs acquire bad 
habits due to neglect or bore-
dom. They begin to bark or ex-
press numerous emotions such 
as anxiety, aggression, boredom, 
playfulness, hunger and can 
sometimes even become de-
structive,” Crist continues, “En-
richment toys are recommended 
to help with this. These usually 

have foods placed in them and 
then the dog has to work on get-
ting the food out over a period 
of time.”

For potential dog owners 
who live in smaller environ-
ments such as an apartment, 
condo, or duplex-type of space 
it would be best to purchase a 
small breed dog with an expect-
ed mild-mannered behavior.

“A crate can help limit ac-
cess to areas that are off limits 
until all household rules are 
learned such as what not to 
chew on and areas the pet is 
not to eliminate in. It should 
be just large enough for the pet 
to stand and turn around in 
and strong enough to securely 
contain the pet.” Crist contin-
ues, “It might be wise to place 
the crate in your bedroom or a 
nearby place especially if the 
pet is a puppy then one can hear 
the puppy whine if it needs to 
get outside to eliminate.”

According to Crist, older 
pets should be kept nearby so 
that crating is not associated 
with social isolation.  Once the 
pet is comfortable in the crate 
near you, one can gradually 
move it to the location you pre-
fer.  Crating a pet for separation 

anxiety will not solve the issue.  
A crate can prevent the pet from 
being destructive; however, the 
pet can be injured if trying to 
escape from the crate.  Separa-
tion anxiety should be handled 
with desensitization training 
and counter-conditioning.  An 
owner may need to consult 
with a board certified vet-
erinary behaviorist for further 
treatment.

“We do have to be mindful 
if this pet is a puppy or an older 
dog because each requires dif-
ferent needs,” suggests Crist. 
“Puppies less than six months 
old should not be left alone or 
neglected for more than three 
to four hours at a time because 
they cannot control their blad-
ders for long periods of time. 
Another consideration is if the 
apartment has a balcony, then 
one has to always be mindful 
that the pet does not fall from 
the balcony. Stairs could also 
present a problem to some dogs 
if they are a senior pet or if they 
have arthritis.”

Some people with yards or 
larger properties often have 
dog houses for dogs that sleep 
outside or are outside for ex-
tended periods of time. The 
idea that a dog is an ‘outside’ 
dog does not mean that the 
owner cares any less for it, but 
if your dog is going to be out-
side for the majority of the day 
there are some things to keep 
in mind.

“Some believe that outdoor 
dogs can have a higher risk for 
being abandoned,” said Crist 
“When a dog lives as part of the 
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family inside the house, a tight 
and caring household bond can 
be formed. Occasionally, some 
puppies that grow up outside 
receive no socialization or be-
havior training. Some dogs may 
become bored or lonely and 
can develop bad habits such as 
digging in the yard, barking, 
chewing on outdoor equip-
ment, sprinklers, or housing.”

Crist added that some coun-
ty laws do not allow the pet to 
be chained up outside and re-
quire the pet to have food, wa-
ter, and shelter. Some dogs that 
are unsupervised in the yard 
or outside can be physically 
injured from hazards that might 
be present in the backyard. 
They might want to chase other 
creatures like a skunk, raccoon, 
possum or other animals that 

might visit at night.

For outside dogs, toxic 
plants and meter readers that 
may spray the pet with a deter-
rent for their own protection are 
also things to be mindful of.

So whether you carry your 
canine in your purse with you 
everywhere or give him the 
ranch to roam, as long as you 
keep your tail-wagger’s best 
interest in mind along the way 
it will keep your home a happy 
one.

ABOUT PET TALK

Pet Talk is a service of the 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
& Biomedical Sciences, Texas 
A&M University. Stories can be 

viewed on the Web at http://
tamunews.tamu.edu/.

Suggestions for future top-
ics may be directed to editor@
cvm.tamu.edu
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Buy The Book

 CAN WILD ducks identify danger by 
scent? I don’t believe that they can, yet I 
have met many men who insisted that 
certain species of ducks can smell a man 
and when they do are smart enough to get 
away from him. Some of these men were 
highly educated fellows, and others were 
wise in the ways of ducks even if their 
schooling had been neglected.

    To survive, any wild animal must 
recognize man as an enemy. That seems 
easy for them, and they depend upon 
their eyes, their ears, and their olfactory 
nerves to tell them when danger is near. 
Game animals of high intelligence use all 
three of the senses for their protection, 
but there is usually one on which they 
depend. That one in big-game animals is 
scent. The eyesight of most wild animals 
is poor except where motion is involved.

    At my home in Vermont we see wild 
deer around the farm almost every day at 
certain seasons. They know that we are not 
going to bother them, but when they get a 
good strong scent of man they take to the 
timber. I have often played with these deer 
and I know certain things about them.

    Their eyesight is poor and they won’t 
see me unless I move. I have stood perfectly 
still and watched deer feed down across the 
grasslands near me. I have whistled or called 
without frightening them. They throw up 
their heads at the sound and look straight at 

Have Ducks The 
Power Of Scent?

Ray P. Holland

me where I sit on a stone wall or stand in a thicket. In 
a few seconds they will go on grazing. Living around 
farms as they do, they are constantly hearing men’s 
voices and other noises, and are not frightened. As 
they feed along, they come to the air stream blowing 
from me to them. That tells them things their eyes 
and ears have missed: there is a man close to them, 
and they get from there promptly and without cer-
emony in their leaving.

    One fall I was grouse and woodcock shooting in 
New York State. My friend Harry Shedd was down-
hill in the heavy timber. A fast pointer with a sheep 

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover 
we offer you seven pages from this book  
to decide if you want to do buy the book!

Thanks to Globe Pequot Press we have 
offered you an excerpt from The Hunter’s 

Book Edited by Lmar Underwood
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bell on his collar was working 
the cover while I skirted the 
woods along the side hill where 
a few little cedars grew, but 
where the country was mostly 
open. From my position I could 
see any bird that flushed wild 
before my friend or our dog.

    Out of woods swamp 
came as beautiful a buck as 
I ever saw. He wasn’t hurry-
ing. He came straight at me 
in a slow lope, with his head 
turned back, apparently much 
interested in the bell on the dog. 
It was something new in his 
life. I wanted Shedd to see that 
buck and I began to shout and 
yell. I made no attempt to stand 
still and kept shouting and 
pointing. The deer had to keep 
turning his head to see where 
he was going and swinging it 
back to try to locate the dog and 
bell. He should have seen me. 
On he came straight up the hill. 
I wasn’t sure he wasn’t  going 
to tun me down.

    The wind was blowing 
up the hill, so there was no 
chance for him to smell me. 
Shedd broke out of the cover, 
but that didn’t bother the buck, 
for he didn’t change his gait. 
That buck passed so close to me 
that I could have almost poked 
him with the gun barrels. Then 
when he passed me he got my 
scent. He couldn’t have started 
faster if he had been shot with 
a load of red pepper. He still 
remains in my mind as the 
fastest-moving deer I ever saw.

    All big-game hunters 
know that if they want their 
game served up nicely to the 

gun, it must not get the man 
scent. This applies to all spe-
cies, even the mountain sheep, 
which is credited with having 
the keenest eyesight of the lot. 
This ability to smell man and 
recognize him by his scent has 
not been given to game birds. 
At least, that is my opinion. 
Ruffed grouse and pheasants 
are credited with being the 
smartest of our game birds, yet 
I never heard their staunchest 
admirer contend that either 
could identify a man by scent.

    The first man I ever ran 
across who claimed ducks could 
smell a hunter was an old guide 
on the Texas coast. As we came 
out on a large tidal flat, thou-
sands of pintails left the water 
and circled. Many of them got up 
from a point and from the bare 
mud that ran alongside it. It was 
an ideal place to build a blind, 
but my guide said no. “It won’t 
do you no good to set there. 
Wind would be directly behind 
you, and those long-necked ras-
cals can smell a fellow a mighty 
long ways off.”

    We argued the question 
and I lost, because I have always 
believed that when in the other 
fellow’s country you had better 
take his advice on hunting tech-
nique. That was many years ago; 
I have always wished I had made 
an exception in this case and put 
the decoys on that point to show 
this guide that pintails will decoy 
straight into the blind with the 
wind blowing over the hunters.

    Ducks were very plentiful 
and we had good enough shoot-
ing from his choice of location, 
which had the wind blowing 

across the face of the blind, so 
that the ducks coming in from 
the bay didn’t get that terrible 
man scent. “Never give a pintail 
a chance to smell you, or you’ll 
never get a chance to kill him,” 
was his final word on the subject.

    Since that day I have killed 
a great many pintails that came 
in against the wind with the 
breeze over my left shoulder, 
which has always been one of 
my favorite sets. Try it some time. 
It gives you a nice left swing on 
your second shot. I like it better 
than a left wind paralleling the 
face of the blind, as it usually 
pulls the birds in closer.

    It was a long time before I 
again met a shooter who believed 
ducks could smell a man and get 
themselves away from him. This 
Long Island duck-hunter insisted 
that black ducks could smell you 
every time, and he knew because 
he had been brought up hunting 
black ducks and he had seen 
them time and again flare from 
the scent. “Pintails can’t smell 
you,” he would say, “or none of 
the rest of ‘em, but a black mal-
lard can smell you, and don’t you 
think he can’t.”

    Not once but dozens of 
times I have had singles and 
pairs split from a flock when I 
was calling and light in the de-
coys. Wanting the flock to come 
in, I have paid little attention to 
them and kept on calling at the 
birds in the air. Those birds, 
quiet on the water, didn’t smell 
the man in the blind, and that 
goes for pintails mid blacks and 
greenheads.
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Dog’s Space

We all know that a happy pet 
makes for a happy home, so for 
dog owners it is our job to make 
sure that the home is a safe and 
comfortable living space. From 
big ranches to one bedroom flats 
our dogs are forced to adapt to 
the homes that we have chosen. 
The best thing you can do for 
a dog is to keep their needs in 
mind the same way that you 
keep your own every day.

“Dogs need food, water, and 
shelter, however, most dogs 
need more than that” explains 
Dr. M.A. Crist, clinical assistant 
professor at the Texas A&M 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
& Biomedical Sciences. “Dogs 
have emotional needs as well as 
physical requirements, they are 
social animals and need to be a 
part of the family or be included 
in your daily routine”

“Some dogs acquire bad 
habits due to neglect or bore-
dom. They begin to bark or ex-
press numerous emotions such 
as anxiety, aggression, boredom, 
playfulness, hunger and can 
sometimes even become de-
structive,” Crist continues, “En-
richment toys are recommended 
to help with this. These usually 
have foods placed in them and 
then the dog has to work on get-
ting the food out over a period 

of time.”

For potential dog owners 
who live in smaller environ-
ments such as an apartment, 
condo, or duplex-type of space 
it would be best to purchase a 
small breed dog with an expect-
ed mild-mannered behavior.

“A crate can help limit ac-
cess to areas that are off limits 
until all household rules are 
learned such as what not to 
chew on and areas the pet is 
not to eliminate in. It should 
be just large enough for the pet 
to stand and turn around in 
and strong enough to securely 
contain the pet.” Crist contin-
ues, “It might be wise to place 
the crate in your bedroom or a 
nearby place especially if the 
pet is a puppy then one can hear 
the puppy whine if it needs to 
get outside to eliminate.”

According to Crist, older 
pets should be kept nearby so 
that crating is not associated 
with social isolation.  Once the 
pet is comfortable in the crate 
near you, one can gradually 
move it to the location you pre-
fer.  Crating a pet for separation 
anxiety will not solve the issue.  
A crate can prevent the pet from 
being destructive; however, the 
pet can be injured if trying to 
escape from the crate.  Separa-

tion anxiety should be handled 
with desensitization training 
and counter-conditioning.  An 
owner may need to consult 
with a board certified vet-
erinary behaviorist for further 
treatment.

“We do have to be mindful 
if this pet is a puppy or an older 
dog because each requires dif-
ferent needs,” suggests Crist. 
“Puppies less than six months 
old should not be left alone or 
neglected for more than three 
to four hours at a time because 
they cannot control their blad-
ders for long periods of time. 
Another consideration is if the 
apartment has a balcony, then 
one has to always be mindful 
that the pet does not fall from 
the balcony. Stairs could also 
present a problem to some dogs 
if they are a senior pet or if they 
have arthritis.”

Some people with yards or 
larger properties often have 
dog houses for dogs that sleep 
outside or are outside for ex-
tended periods of time. The 
idea that a dog is an ‘outside’ 
dog does not mean that the 
owner cares any less for it, but 
if your dog is going to be out-
side for the majority of the day 
there are some things to keep 
in mind.

“Some believe that outdoor 
dogs can have a higher risk for 
being abandoned,” said Crist 
“When a dog lives as part of the 
family inside the house, a tight 
and caring household bond can 
be formed. Occasionally, some 
puppies that grow up outside 

The Dog’s Space at Your Place
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443 Jimmy Carriker Rd, Ellerbe, NC 28339

receive no socialization or be-
havior training. Some dogs may 
become bored or lonely and 
can develop bad habits such as 
digging in the yard, barking, 
chewing on outdoor equip-
ment, sprinklers, or housing.”

Crist added that some coun-
ty laws do not allow the pet to 
be chained up outside and re-
quire the pet to have food, wa-
ter, and shelter. Some dogs that 
are unsupervised in the yard 
or outside can be physically 
injured from hazards that might 
be present in the backyard. 
They might want to chase other 
creatures like a skunk, raccoon, 
possum or other animals that 
might visit at night.

For outside dogs, toxic 
plants and meter readers that 
may spray the pet with a deter-
rent for their own protection are 
also things to be mindful of.

So whether you carry your 
canine in your purse with you 
everywhere or give him the 
ranch to roam, as long as you 
keep your tail-wagger’s best 
interest in mind along the way 
it will keep your home a happy 
one.

ABOUT PET TALK

Pet Talk is a service of the 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
& Biomedical Sciences, Texas 
A&M University. Stories can be 
viewed on the Web at http://
tamunews.tamu.edu/.

Suggestions for future top-
ics may be directed to editor@
cvm.tamu.edu
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Politics

A recent rabid raccoon case 
in Alabama serves as a reminder 
that the public should not take 
wild animals from their natu-
ral environment. The Alabama 
Department of Public Health 
(ADPH) has confirmed one of 
four baby raccoons that were 
recently relocated from Baldwin 
County to Walker County tested 
positive for rabies. The raccoon 
exposed a group of adults and 
children in both counties to 
rabies. 

Most wildlife is protected 
under law and may not be 
legally taken from the wild or 
kept as pets. Doing so is harm-
ful to the animal and can put 
humans at risk of exposure to 
various diseases, including ra-
bies. If you find wildlife, leave 
it in the wild. 

According to Gary Moody, 
Wildlife Section Chief for the 
Alabama Division of Wild-
life and Freshwater Fisheries 
(WFF), the USDA Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Ser-
vice has expended tremendous 
resources in recent years to 
eradicate raccoon rabies from 
portions of Alabama. “A move-
ment such as this threatens the 
entire multi-year effort as rac-

Rabies Case a Reminder to 
Leave Wildlife in the Wild

coon rabies could be potentially 
reintroduced back into a pre-
viously treated area,” Moody 
said. “This case is an example 
of someone picking up cute and 
fuzzy wildlife that could have 
resulted in fatal consequences 
for both humans and other 
wildlife. Private ownership 
of wildlife is illegal for good 
reason.”

Rabies is a viral disease that 
can affect all mammals and is 
considered to be 100 percent 
fatal. Humans who have been 
exposed to rabies must undergo 
the recommended medical 
treatment in order to prevent 
the disease. 

 To limit potential exposure 
to rabies or other diseases 
sometimes carried by wildlife, 
avoid contact with wild animals 
or domestic animals acting in a 
strange or unusual manner. If 
you are bitten or scratched by 
a wild animal, rinse the wound 
thoroughly under running wa-
ter and seek medical treatment 
immediately. For more informa-
tion about rabies prevention, 
click here. 

“The best way to avoid 
exposure to rabies is to leave 
wild animals in the wild,” said 

Keith Gauldin, a WFF wildlife 
biologist. “Though they may be 
cute, wildlife young can also be 
dangerous. Rabies is only one 
of the many dangers involved 
in handling wild animals.”

Rabies isn’t the only danger 
when dealing with wildlife. 
Keeping wild animals in cap-
tivity is illegal and dangerous. 
In the 1990s, captive deer that 
had become domesticated in 
Alabama were responsible for 
the deaths of two people. 

Taking animals from their 
natural environment robs them 
of an opportunity to learn to 
survive, even if that means the 
animal must fend for itself. If 
you find wildlife that has been 
injured, contact a WFF district 
office. For a complete list of WFF 
district wildlife offices, visit 
www.outdooralabama.com.

The Alabama Department 
of Conservation and Natu-
ral Resources promotes wise 
stewardship, management and 
enjoyment of Alabama’s natu-
ral resources through five divi-
sions:  Marine Police, Marine 
Resources, State Lands, State 
Parks, and Wildlife and Fresh-
water Fisheries.  To learn more 
about ADCNR, visit www.out-
dooralabama.com.
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News from the Non-profits

DUCKS 
UNLIMITED

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE 
AND FISHERIES 
COMMISSION 

AWARDS DUCKS 
UNLIMITED $1 

MILLION
STATE GRANT 

FUNDING CONSERvES 
vITAL WATERFOWL 

HABITAT
In a July 2 meeting, the 

Louisiana Wildlife and Fish-
eries Commission awarded 
Ducks Unlimited 100 percent of 
the available State Grants Pro-
gram funding for the next three 
years. This commitment brings 
Louisiana’s cumulative contri-
bution for habitat conservation 
on Canadian breeding grounds 
important to Louisiana’s water-
fowl to more than $10 million.

“Ducks Unlimited is very 
pleased to see the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Com-
mission continue a long and 
storied history of making wise 
investments in waterfowl habi-

tat important to the birds that 
wing their way to Louisiana 
each year,” said DU Director of 
Conservation Programs Jerry 
Holden. “As approximately 35 
percent of the ducks harvested 
in Louisiana come from Sas-
katchewan, investing Louisi-
ana’s dollars in this geography 
clearly provides the greatest 
return for the state’s waterfowl 
hunters.”

The Association of Fish and 
Wildlife (AFWA) State Grants 
Program is funded through 
hunting license sales. The dis-
tribution of available funding is 
decided by each state’s wildlife 
agency commission following a 
request for funding proposals. 
Louisiana has been participat-
ing in the program since 1964, 
longer than any other state.

“The importance of state 
grants contributions to Ca-
nadian habitat conservation 
and restoration projects can-
not be overstated,” said DU 
Canada’s Director of Interna-
tional Partnerships Pat Kehoe. 
“Individual state contributions 
are combined with other state 
contributions, matched dol-
lar for dollar by DU Inc. and 
DU Canada, and then used 
as match for North American 
Wetlands Conservation Act 
grants.”

DU was able to leverage the 
2011-2012 Louisiana state grant 
contribution of $643,796 to se-
cure a total investment of more 

than $3.2 million for conserva-
tion of important breeding hab-
itats. With this new three-year 
commitment, Louisiana will 
contribute $1 million, which 
will be leveraged a minimum 
of four times to yield at least $4 
million for waterfowl habitat 
conservation in Saskatchewan.

Breeding ground habitat 
work is critical for the health 
of continental populations of 
waterfowl, and Louisiana’s 
waterfowl hunters understand 
that. As such, nine past DU 
state chairmen for Louisiana 
and the current state chairman 
elect were present at the com-
mission meeting to support the 
best use of Louisiana hunters’ 
investment.

“Ducks Unlimited’s pro-
grams in the U.S. and Canada 
are consistent with the North 
American Waterfowl Manage-
ment Plan, and our prairie 
programs are structured to pro-
tect native, highly productive 
habitat while also improving 
waterfowl production in work-
ing agricultural landscapes,” 
Kehoe said.

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
DU is celebrating its 75th an-
niversary this year, with special 
events, projects and promotions 
across the continent. Ducks 
Unlimited has conserved more 
than 12 million acres thanks to 
contributions from more than 
a million supporters across the 
continent. Guided by science 
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and dedicated to program ef-
ficiency, DU works toward the 
vision of wetlands sufficient to 
fill the skies with waterfowl to-
day, tomorrow and forever. For 
more information on our work, 
visit www.ducks.org. Connect 
with us on our Facebook page 
at facebook.com/ducksunlim-
ited, follow our tweets at twit-
ter.com/ducksunlimited and 
watch DU videos at youtube.
com/ducksunlimitedinc.

 
DU SUPPORTS 

OPENING SOME 
CRP LANDS FOR 

DROUGHT-STRICKEN 
RANCHERS

Ducks Unlimited supports 
opening certain Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) lands 
to haying and grazing during 
the current drought affecting 
livestock feed supplies. U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture Tom 
Vilsack opened nearly 4 million 
acres of CRP land this week 
for livestock producers deal-
ing with shortages of hay and 
pastureland.

“Ranchers need help during 
these difficult times, so opening 
some CRP to haying and graz-
ing now makes sense,” said DU 
CEO Dale Hall. “Conservation 
landscapes are also working 
lands. CRP is not only valuable 
for waterfowl but also serves 
as an important grass reserve 
for our country’s beef produc-
ers. We need CRP and native 
prairie on the landscape to meet 
the challenges of catastrophic 
conditions like these to help 
protect the livestock industry 

and our nation’s food supply, 
keep grocery prices in check for 
American consumers and pro-
vide critical wildlife habitat.”

Before the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) opens 
up emergency haying and graz-
ing on CRP lands in individual 
states, they must first review 
local wildlife concerns through 
a state technical committee 
process and decide whether to 
concur with Secretary Vilsack’s 
decision. State technical com-
mittees are comprised of pro-
ducers, agricultural groups and 
conservation organizations.

“With farmers and ranchers 
experiencing the worst drought 
in decades, we are fortunate 
to have CRP acres to hay and 
graze,” said Jess Peterson, ex-
ecutive vice president of the 
U.S. Cattlemen’s Association.  
“Done the right way, haying 
and grazing on CRP will be 
good for ranchers, waterfowl 
and the public at large.”

Secretary Vilsack declared 
an additional 218 counties in 
12 states as primary natural 
disaster areas due to damage 
and losses caused by drought 
and excessive heat.  More than 
half of all counties in the United 
States have been designated as 
disaster areas by the USDA in 
2012, mainly due to drought.

DUCKS UNLIMITED 
DE MExICO LEADER 

RECOGNIzED
The strong leadership of 

Ducks Unlimited de Mexico 
(DUMAC) was highlighted at 
a recent meeting of its board 

of directors as the organization 
upgraded the title of Eduardo 
Carrera, staff director of DU-
MAC, to national executive 
director and chief executive 
officer.

Based in Monterrey, in the 
state of Nuevo Leon, DUMAC 
is the sister organization to 
Ducks Unlimited Inc. charged 
with carrying out waterfowl 
and wetland habitat conserva-
tion work in Mexico, a prime 
wintering destination for many 
North American waterfowl 
such as blue-winged teal, pin-
tails and Pacific black brant. 
DUMAC was established in 
1974, and working with Ducks 
Unlimited Inc. and Ducks Un-
limited Canada, plays a key 
role in DU’s continent-wide 
approach to conservation of a 
waterfowl resource that ranges 
from Alaska’s North Slope and 
the Arctic Sea to the southern 
tip of Mexico and beyond.

“Eduardo Carrera’s lead-
ership has helped DUMAC 
grow into an internationally 
recognized leader of wetlands 
and waterfowl conservation 
in Mexico,” said John Tomke, 
president of DUMAC’s board 
of directors. “With a very lean 
staff, Carrera and DUMAC are 
doing amazing things, includ-
ing generating foundational 
science, such as an inventory 
and classification of wetland 
habitats throughout the coun-
try, and monitoring landscape 
change in key areas for water-
fowl. Armed with this kind of 
data, DUMAC then implements 
on-the-ground conservation 
projects such as pioneering 
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mangrove restoration dem-
onstration projects that are 
providing a model for govern-
mental and non-governmental 
organizations.”

Rogers Hoyt Jr., DUMAC 
vice president, praised Car-
rera, saying, “The board could 
not be more proud of Eduardo 
and what he has done and 
continues to do in building the 
effectiveness and reputation of 
DUMAC. The board was unani-
mous and enthusiastic in its 
reaffirmation of his leadership 
with the upgrading of his title 
to national executive director 
and chief executive officer.”

“I am happy to know that 
the board is pleased with DU-
MAC’s work, and am person-
ally honored to receive this rec-
ognition,” Carrera said when he 
was notified of his title change. 
“This expression of confidence 
is not just rewarding to me, 
however; it is a gratifying rec-
ognition of the hard work of 
DUMAC’s small, but very com-
petent and productive, staff.”

DU APPLAUDS 
INTERIOR PLAN’S 

PROTECTION 
OF CRITICAL 

WATERFOWL AREAS
Secretary of the Interior 

Ken Salazar announced today 
a new strategic plan to manage 
the 22.8-million-acre National 
Petroleum Reserve in Alaska 
(NPR-A). Known as Alternative 
B-2, the new guidelines protect 
11.8 million acres—roughly 
half of the reserve—as critical 
habitat area, while allowing oil 

and gas development on the re-
maining half. Salazar made the 
announcement this morning in 
Anchorage, Alaska, hailing the 
plan as the most responsible 
and equitable approach to man-
aging the reserve.

The NPR-A is one of the 
Arctic’s greatest migratory bird 
nesting and molting areas and is 
the summer home to hundreds 
of thousands of waterfowl and 
shorebirds. It provides critical 
molting areas for up to 30 per-
cent of the entire population of 
Pacific Flyway brant, 25 percent 
of the midcontinent population 
of greater white-fronted geese 
and a growing number of lesser 
snow and Canada geese.

“This proposal would allow 
us to continue to expand our 
leasing in the NPR-A, as we 
have done over the last three 
years as part of the Obama ad-
ministration’s focus on expand-
ing safe and responsible oil and 
gas development, and builds 
on our efforts to help compa-
nies develop the infrastructure 
that’s needed to bring supplies 
online,” Salazar said. “This plan 
also strikes an important bal-
ance by recognizing the need to 
protect America’s treasures in 
the Arctic, from the raptors of 
the Colville River and the polar 
bears of the Beaufort Sea coast, 
to Teshekpuk Lake, Peard Bay 
and some of the largest caribou 
herds on Earth.”

The Teshekpuk Lake Special 
Area (TSLA) was the foremost 
area of concern for DU when 
considering the strategic plan; 
it’s the center of the world’s 
largest Arctic wetland and the 

heart of an international water-
fowl migration.

“The importance of the 
Teshekpuk Lake Special Area, 
and the peninsula and lakes just 
above it, cannot be overstated,” 
said DU CEO Dale Hall. “It 
contains an irreplaceable array 
of large basin habitats that meet 
the special needs of breeding 
waterfowl and molting geese. 
While DU’s focus is wetlands 
and waterfowl, this habitat is 
also critically important for 
caribou, grizzlies, other wildlife 
species and public uses, includ-
ing hunting and other outdoor 
recreation.”

DU has long played a role in 
the planning process for today’s 
announcement. In the mid 
1990s, DU worked in partner-
ship with the Bureau of Land 
Management and the North 
Slope Borough to map the NPR-
A using satellite technology. 
In more recent years, DU con-
sistently provided the Depart-
ment of Interior with scientific 
support documenting water-
fowl habitats and contributed 
management recommendation 
plans to ensure protection of 
unique and valuable habitat.

“We applaud the DOI for 
considering the needs of wa-
terfowl throughout the devel-
opment of this plan, and we 
appreciate their efforts to work 
with us in ensuring that key 
waterfowl habitats would be 
protected,” Hall said. “I’m very 
pleased we were able to play a 
significant role in crafting this 
policy and we will continue to 
weigh in as the secretary moves 
toward a final decision.”
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Once a final Integrated Ac-
tivity Plan and Environmental 
Impact Statement (IAP/EIS) 
is released, Sec. Salazar has 30 
days to review it before making 
his decision on the NPR-A plan.

KEY CONSERvATION 
LEGISLATION 

REACHES SENATE 
FLOOR

Ducks Unlimited voices 
support for NAWCA reau-
thorization, duck stamp price 
increase and electronic access

The Senate Environment 
and Public Works Committee 
unanimously reported to the 
Senate floor today three bills 
important to conservation and 
of priority interest to Ducks Un-
limited: S. 2282, reauthorizing 
the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act (NAWCA) 
through 2017; S. 2156, increas-
ing the price of the federal 
duck stamp; and S. 2071, mak-
ing online purchase of duck 
stamps a permanent option. 
The bills were reported without 
objection to the full Senate for 
consideration.

“We sincerely appreciate 
the leadership of Chairwoman 
Boxer and Senator Inhofe for 
moving these bills in a bipar-
tisan manner in today’s action 
by the full committee,” DU 
CEO Dale Hall said during his 
visit to Capitol Hill this week. 
“We also want to thank the bill 
sponsors—for S. 2282, Sena-
tors Inhofe and Boxer; for S. 
2156, Senator Begich; and for 
S. 2071, Senator Wicker—for 
their work in shepherding the 

bills through the committee 
process. All three bills will 
enhance wetland habitat con-
servation and opportunities for 
waterfowl hunters and other 
wildlife enthusiasts to enjoy 
our wildlife resources through 
science-based, sustainable use. 
We look forward to working 
with the Senate to quickly pass 
these bills.”

Hall and DU’s Chief Con-
servation Officer Paul Schmidt 
joined other key members of 
DU’s Public Policy Team in 
Washington this week to sup-
port these three critical pieces of 
legislation, as well as to speak 
with members of Congress 
about the important conserva-
tion measures within the 2012 
Farm Bill being debated this 
summer. The importance of 
provisions in the bill to protect 
wetlands and grasslands and 
sufficient funding for important 
programs such as the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program and Wet-
lands Reserve Program cannot 
be overstated.

S. 2282, one of the bills 
headed to the Senate floor this 
week, concerns the future of 
NAWCA, one of the most suc-
cessful partnership programs 
for conserving key wetland 
habitats across North America. 
NAWCA uses modest federal 
funds to leverage non-federal 
funds in an average 3:1 ratio to 
deliver habitat conservation. 
Since it was enacted in 1989, 
NAWCA has helped fund more 
than 2,000 conservation projects 
on more than 25 million acres 
in all 50 states, Canada and 
Mexico. Reauthorization is es-

sential to keep NAWCA fund-
ing available beyond its current 
expiration date in September.

“Congress exhibited great 
foresight when they creat-
ed NAWCA and brought it 
through its first 22 years as the 
most effective wetland restora-
tion program in the country,” 
Schmidt said. “NAWCA is es-
sential to conservation now and 
in the future, but even more 
important, it is essential to the 
future of wetlands and water-
fowl and wildlife populations 
for future generations to enjoy. 
We strongly urge the Senate to 
pass this reauthorization mea-
sure.”

Also under consideration 
this week is an increase in the 
price of the federal duck stamp. 
Sportsmen and women have 
once again demonstrated their 
support of conservation by 
their willingness to accept an 
appropriate price increase on 
the stamp. Nearly all revenue 
from federal duck stamp sales 
is dedicated to conserving land 
as part of the National Wildlife 
Refuge System. S. 2156 would 
permit the Secretary of the In-
terior, in consultation with the 
Migratory Bird Conservation 
Commission, to set the price 
for future duck stamps, within 
limits established by Congress. 
This new model would allow 
the secretary to consider in-
flation and other factors that 
might warrant a price increase. 
The price of the federal duck 
stamp, currently $15, has not 
increased since 1991.

Sportsmen and women are 
also increasingly buying their 
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hunting licenses and stamps 
online. All state fish and wild-
life agencies now make their 
hunting and fishing licenses 
and stamps available electroni-
cally. S. 2071 would make what 
was a pilot program in a few 
states available to all states to 
expand availability of federal 
duck stamps online. Hunters 
will still receive their paper 
stamps, but can now electroni-
cally purchase and receive a 
validation number for the fed-
eral duck stamp immediately, 
before heading to the blind. 
Ducks Unlimited first voiced its 
opinion on the e-Duck Stamp 
pilot program during congres-
sional testimony in October 
2011.

DUCK NUMBERS 
REMAIN STRONG AS 
HABITAT DECLINES

FWS SURvEY 
INDICATES RECORD 

DUCK NUMBERS, 
AvERAGE POND 

COUNT
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (FWS) released its pre-
liminary report today on breed-
ing ducks and habitats, based 
on surveys conducted in May 
and early June. Total popula-
tions were estimated at 48.6 
million breeding ducks in the 
surveyed area. This estimate 
represents a 7 percent increase 
over last year’s estimate of 45.6 
million birds, and is 43 percent 
above the 1955-2010 long-term 
average. This year’s estimate 
is a record high and is only the 
sixth time in the survey’s his-

tory that the total duck popula-
tion exceeded 40 million.

This chart summarizes in-
formation about duck popu-
lations and wetland habitats 
during spring 2012, focusing 
on areas encompassed by the 
USFWS and CFWS Waterfowl 
Breeding Population and Habi-
tat Survey. Visit www.ducks.
org/survey to see the full ver-
sion and learn more.

“Early indications were 
that the mild and dry condi-
tions experienced across North 
America this past fall and win-
ter would negatively impact 
spring pond conditions and 
allow increases in grassland 
conversion rates, ultimately 
impacting nesting efforts this 
season,” said Ducks Unlimited 
Chief Scientist Dale Humburg. 
“Strong returning duck popula-
tions and late spring precipita-
tion have brightened prospects 
for 2012 duck production. If 
nesting and brood-rearing con-
ditions are favorable over the 
next few months, we could see 
another strong fall flight.”

Habitat conditions observed 
across the U.S. and Canadian 
survey areas during the 2012 
Waterfowl Breeding Popula-
tion and Habitat Survey were 
characterized by average to 
below-average moisture, espe-
cially in the southern portions. 
Significant decreases in wet-
land numbers and conditions 
occurred on the U.S. prairies 
in 2012. The estimate of ponds 
for the north-central United 
States was 1.7 million, 49 per-
cent below the 2011 estimate of 

3.2 million and similar to the 
long-term average. Nearly all 
of the north-central U.S. habitat 
was rated as good to excel-
lent in 2011; however, only the 
habitat in the Coteau region of 
North and South Dakota was 
rated as good in 2012, and no 
areas were rated as excellent 
habitat this year. Drastic wet-
land declines in western South 
Dakota and Montana resulted 
in mostly poor-to-fair habitat 
conditions.

Conditions in most por-
tions of the Canadian prairies 
declined as well. Residual mois-
ture from prior years ensured 
retention of permanent wet-
lands on the Missouri Coteau 
in Saskatchewan and near the 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba 
border, but temporary wetlands 
retained little moisture due to 
a shallow frost seal and below-
average precipitation. The 2012 
estimate of ponds in Prairie 
Canada was 3.9 million. This 
was 21 percent below last year’s 
estimate and 13 percent above 
the 1961- 2011 average.

Total pond counts for the 
United States and Canada 
combined showed 5.5 million 
ponds, a 32 percent decrease 
from last year’s estimate and 
9 percent above the long-term 
average. This was the first time 
since 2008 that ponds dropped 
below 6 million.

Of the 10 species tradition-
ally reported, nine were similar 
to or increased in number from 
2011. Two species (northern 
pintail and American wigeon) 
remained below their long-
term average. Mallards, north-
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ern shovelers, blue-winged 
teal and scaup were bright 
spots on this year’s survey. For 
the first time since 1999, mal-
lard populations have exceeded 
10 million. Northern shovelers 
and bluewings again reached 
record highs (5.0 and 9.2 mil-
lion, respectively). Scaup num-
bers showed improvement and 
are above 5 million for the first 
time since 1991, but still remain 
below the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan 
(NAWMP) population goal. 
Only three species—northern 
pintail, American wigeon and 
scaup—remain below NAWMP 
goals.

“This year I am reminded 
again of the dynamic nature 
of wetland cycles and what 
happens when several years of 
strong production line up with 
the possible beginnings of a 
drought cycle,” Humburg said.

“As good as the popula-
tion news is this week, wa-
terfowl and wetland habitats 
continue to face significant 
long-term threats. The Farm 
Bill and North American Wet-
lands Conservation Act are up 
for renewal by Congress this 
year and both are crucial to our 
ability to conserve this critical 
habitat. We are also fighting 
to increase our investment in 
wetlands conservation by rais-
ing the price of the federal duck 
stamp,” said DU CEO Dale 
Hall. “Conservation is indeed 
at a crossroads this year.”

Nesting habitat across 
the Prairie Pothole Region con-
tinues to decline, particularly 
following the mild, dry winter. 

In many places in Canada, the 
mild conditions allowed farm-
ers to tile and return shallow 
wetlands to production. On 
the U.S. side of the border, ex-
piring Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) contracts, high 
commodity prices and other 
economic factors are not only 
pressuring wetland drainage, 
but also pushing conversions 
of grasslands to cropland.

A recent report from North 
Dakota Game and Fish noted 
nesting cover in the state con-
tinues to decline. During their 
survey, biologists noted many 
large tracts of grassland and 
CRP land had been converted 
to cropland since last year. CRP 
acres in North Dakota alone 
have dropped to about 2.3 mil-
lion acres, which is down about 
30 percent since 2007. Projec-
tions are that more than 650,000 
acres will be lost in 2012, and an 
additional 1.1 million acres will 
be lost in 2013-14. The loss of 
this critical nesting cover will be 
disastrous for breeding ducks, 
other nesting birds and hunting 
opportunities in the future.

As always, fall weather 
and habitat conditions along 
migration routes will have a 
big impact on migration chro-
nology and local hunting suc-
cess. “Severe drought in some 
important wintering regions 
adds a bit more uncertainty 
about prospects for the fall. 
However, I am encouraged 
by the number of breeding 
ducks surveyed this year, and 
hopeful production will be at 
least average,” Humburg said. 
“As a waterfowl hunter, I am 

always optimistic. As a water-
fowl biologist, I am realistic but 
committed to the conservation 
challenges ahead.”

The FWS spring surveys 
provide the scientific basis for 
many management programs 
across the continent, including 
the setting of hunting regula-
tions. The four flyway councils 
will meet in late July to recom-
mend and adopt the season 
structure and bag limits for 
2012-13. Individual states will 
make their specific selections 
within a federal framework of 
season length, bag limit and 
outside dates. Hunters should 
check their states’ rules for final 
dates.

View all the data and get a 
species-by-species breakdown 
at www.ducks.org/survey.
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PHEASANTS 
FOREvER

LOCAL PHEASANTS 
FOREvER CHAPTERS 
OFFER YOUTH AND 

WOMEN HUNT 
OPPORTUNITY

Applications for hunt lot-
tery are due by Monday, Sept. 
10

Saint Paul, Minn. – Au-
gust 7 - Interested youth and 
women can apply by Sept. 10 
for a chance to step into the 
field with an experienced guide 
this fall and step out carry-
ing pheasants. The Pheasants 
Forever (PF) special mentored 
youth hunt is co-sponsored by 
the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) and 
takes place on Oct. 20.

Mentors from Pheasants 
Forever chapters throughout 
Minnesota will be paired with 
youth hunters and their guard-
ians. After scouting places to 
hunt and securing landowner 
permission when necessary, 
mentors will take participants 
into the field.

“This great opportunity will 

put rookie youth or inexperi-
enced women on the fast track 
into the hunting world and 
show them with a hands-on 
approach about hunting tech-
niques, outdoor skills, safety 
and how wildlife habitat plays 
a big part in upland bird man-
agement,” said Mike Kurre, 
DNR Mentoring Program Co-
ordinator. “The adventure also 
will provide lifelong memories, 
potentially a new hunting part-
ner and a better appreciation of 
the outdoors.”

To participate in the lottery, 
youth must be 12-17 years old 
as of Oct. 20; have earned a 
valid firearms safety certificate; 
possess a small game license; 
and have a parent, guardian or 
adult authorized by a parent 
or guardian accompany them 
as a non-firearms carrying 
mentor to join the youth at a 
pre-hunt orientation as well 
as the hunt. Free small game 
licenses are available to a youth 
younger than 16 at any licens-
ing agent. Reduced-fee licenses 
also are available for youth 16 
and 17.

All applicants must specify 
in which county or area they 
want to hunt, if they are willing 
to travel farther if their choice 
of area is not available and how 
far they are willing to travel. 
Parents and guardians must 
accompany youth at all times 
and at all events. Women 18 
and older do not need a parent 
or guardian to accompany them 
but will need a valid firearms 
safety certificate or an appren-
tice hunter validation certifica-
tion, pheasant stamp and small 

game license. 
Applications are due Mon-

day, Sept. 10. They are available 
online here or by contacting 
the DNR Information Center at 
651-296-6157 or 888-646-6367. 
Successful applicants will be 
notified via mail or email by the 
end of September.

The winner ’s notice will 
contain specific information 
about hunting license require-
ments, equipment and contact 
information of the hunt co-
ordinator. Youth and women 
winners must contact their hunt 
coordinator after receiving their 
notice.

Landowners with pheasant 
producing property interested 
in allowing youth or novice 
women to hunt on their land 
can help out by contacting Eran 
Sandquist, Pheasants Forever 
Regional Wildlife Biologist, at 
763-242-1273 or E-mail Eran.

Pheasants Forever, includ-
ing its quail conservation di-
vision, Quail Forever, is the 
nation’s largest nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to upland 
habitat conservation. Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever have 
more than 135,000 members 
and 700 local chapters across 
the United States and Canada. 
Chapters are empowered to 
determine how 100 percent of 
their locally raised conserva-
tion funds are spent, the only 
national conservation organiza-
tion that operates through this 
truly grassroots structure.
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News From The AKC

Podcast on Cranial 
Cruciate Ligament

In this podcast we hear from 
Dr. Jimi Cook, a veterinarian, 
Diplomat of the American Col-
lege of Veterinary Surgeons 
and the American College for 
Veterinary Sports Medicine and 
Rehabilitation, and Director of 
the Comparative Orthopedic 
Laboratory at the University 
of Missouri. Dr. Cook discusses 
Cranial Cruciate Ligament 
Disease in dogs and how both 
biology and biomechanics play 
a part in this disease.

CHF is pleased to bring lis-
teners a series of seven weekly 
podcasts pertaining to the 
health and wellbeing of the ca-
nine athlete, and all dogs. 

If you enjoyed this pod-
cast you may also like the 
other podcasts released in 
conjunction with the Ca-
n i n e  A t h l e t e  I n i t i a t i v e .   
 
Please also consider making 
a donation today to support 
our educational programs like 
these.

Podcasts are also available 
for direct download at Apple’s 
itunes® or www.genomebarks.
com.

We are grateful to the Ken-
neth A. Scott Charitable Trust, a 
KeyBank Trust, for their support 
of the Genome Barks Podcast 
Series. 

For more information con-
tact the AKC Canine Health 
Foundation at 1-888-682-9696 
or chf@akcchf.org.

Podcast on Canine 
Rehabilitative Therapy

In this podcast we hear from 
Dr. Janet Van Dyke, a veterinar-
ian, Diplomate of the American 
College of Veterinary Sports 
Medicine and Rehabilitation, 
and founder of the Canine 
Rehabilitation Institute in Wel-
lington Florida.  Dr. Van Dyke 
discusses the benefits of vet-
erinary rehabilitation and the 
different techniques in which 
canine rehabilitative therapy is 
applied.

CHF is pleased to bring lis-
teners a series of seven weekly 
podcasts pertaining to the 
health and wellbeing of the ca-
nine athlete, and all dogs. 

If you enjoyed this pod-
cast you may also like the 
other podcasts released in 
conjunction with the Ca-
n i n e  A t h l e t e  I n i t i a t i v e .   
 
Please also consider making 
a donation today to support 
our educational programs like 
these.

Podcasts are also available 
for direct download at Apple’s 
itunes® or www.genomebarks.
com.

We are grateful to the Ken-
neth A. Scott Charitable Trust, a 
KeyBank Trust, for their support 
of the Genome Barks Podcast 
Series. 

For more information con-
tact the AKC Canine Health 
Foundation at 1-888-682-9696 
or chf@akcchf.org.

Thanks to everyone who 
signed AKC’s petition 
and sent comments to 
USDA’s Animal Plant 
and Health Inspection 

Service!
As the leader and expert 

in breeding and maintaining 
dogs for more than a century, 
the AKC supports respon-
sible breeders and dog owners 
through its educational and 
inspections programs. As the 
only purebred dog registry 
with a care and conditions of 
dogs policy – which we have 
recently enhanced to create a 
comprehensive policy for the 
welfare of all dogs – more than 
55,000 inspections have been 
conducted since 2000. Our 
expertise demonstrates that re-
gardless of the number of dogs 
owned or the manner in which 
breeders interact with potential 
puppy buyers, strict “one size 
fits all” breeder/retailer regula-
tion is expensive, unfair, and 
difficult to enforce. Our com-
ments to the USDA reflect these 
ideas, and respectfully express 
our belief that the proposed 
rule is fundamentally flawed. 
 

http://support.caninehealthfoundation.org/site/R?i=BxCDhAOEPldW4FUg5CF9Tw
http://support.caninehealthfoundation.org/site/R?i=BxCDhAOEPldW4FUg5CF9Tw
http://support.caninehealthfoundation.org/site/R?i=3dw4H_A02aEHwyT8ZD0HmQ
http://support.caninehealthfoundation.org/site/R?i=3dw4H_A02aEHwyT8ZD0HmQ
http://support.caninehealthfoundation.org/site/R?i=ThqdKGHIH98YZDB_NYtugA
http://support.caninehealthfoundation.org/site/R?i=he6o53Ee-I958IbpKINpsQ
http://support.caninehealthfoundation.org/site/R?i=he6o53Ee-I958IbpKINpsQ
mailto:chf@akcchf.org
http://support.caninehealthfoundation.org/site/R?i=JdVZgeSHGR_7k0p1fgn43Q
http://support.caninehealthfoundation.org/site/R?i=JdVZgeSHGR_7k0p1fgn43Q
http://support.caninehealthfoundation.org/site/R?i=D8rGtsNP_7y7gh_C3Ybwuw
http://support.caninehealthfoundation.org/site/R?i=D8rGtsNP_7y7gh_C3Ybwuw
http://support.caninehealthfoundation.org/site/R?i=Nx3rEB2sNuo1fbtwpAgU5g
http://support.caninehealthfoundation.org/site/R?i=K7VPlvqyMGjqrm3-3vS9vA
http://support.caninehealthfoundation.org/site/R?i=K7VPlvqyMGjqrm3-3vS9vA
mailto:chf@akcchf.org
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If you have any questions 
or comments regarding the 
AKC’s comments to the USDA, 
please contact our Government 
Relations Department at 919-
816-3720 or doglaw@akc.org. 
S i n c e r e l y , 
A l a n  K a l t e r 
C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  B o a rd  
American Kennel Club

Host a Microchip Clinic
Sponsoring a microchip 

clinic provides a worthy public 
service guaranteed to attract lo-
cal animal lovers to your event. 
Clinics are a great fundraiser, 
open house event and/ or pub-
lic service offering.

With the AKC CAR ID Sys-
tem, hosting a microchip clinic 
is both easy and beneficial. 
To get more information on 
organizing a microchipping 
clinic please call 800-252-7894 
or email chipclinic@akccar.org 
with your phone number and 
the date(s) of your clinic. An 
AKC CAR representative will 
contact you to help get you 
started as we are committed 
to providing you with support 
and turnkey resources to make 
your microchip clinic a success.

Helpful Hints for 
Hosting a Successful 

Microchip Clinic: 
Plan early! Be sure to order 

the microchips at least two 
weeks prior to event

Work with a veterinarian 
you are familiar with and ar-
range for them to volunteer 

their time to implant micro-
chips at your clinic. Veterinar-
ians, in kind, can promote their 
practice during the clinic.

Secure staffing to assist the 
veterinarian, help with paper-
work.

Have a set time for your 
clinic (i.e. 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) 
to maximize turnout and not 
waste the volunteers’ time

Have a table available to 
place small animals upon while 
implanting the microchip

If your event will be held 
outdoors, have an alternate 
rain date and list this date on 
all promotional materials
Have the right materials 

Microchips 

A multi-system scanner 
that reads or detects ALL mi-
crochips, like the AKC CAR 
Proscan 700

AKC CAR Enrol lment 
Forms 

AKC CAR Promotional 
Materials 

Spare change and a cash box

Please note: If you are hold-
ing OFA or CERF clinics and 
need to read and record the 
actual microchip numbers al-
ready implanted, you need a 
scanner that can read all micro-
chip frequencies, including ISO 
microchips, like the AKC CAR 
ProScan 700.

http://akccar.org/index.
cfm

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
AUgUST 2012

--”Keep On Keepin’ On”--

In his insightful and highly 
acclaimed biography of Steve 
Jobs, Walter Isaacson chose to 
capture a defining characteristic 
of Jobs by giving him the last 
word on his own life. Jobs, who 
proved to be a good student of 
singer-songwriter Bob Dylan’s 
philosophical insights, used a 
Dylan lyric to explain his belief 
in personal growth.

“You always have to keep 
pushing to innovate. Dylan 
could have sung protest songs 
forever and probably made 
a lot of money, but he didn’t. 
The Beatles were the same way: 
They kept evolving, moving, 
refining their art. That’s what 
I’ve always tried to do — keep 
moving. Otherwise, as Dylan 
says, if you’re not busy being born, 
you’re busy dying.”

That philosophy is one that 
most certainly drives our best 
breeders in their determined 
quest for constantly improving 
their lines, and subsequently, 
their breeds. Like those breed-
ers, the American Kennel Club 
is on a determined quest to im-
prove events, and subsequently, 
our sport.

The last two years have 
seen relentless positive action 
delivering new programs, new 
events, new outreach, and a 
new system to help clubs man-
age all the change, including:

Grand Champion Program 
– a continuation of competition 
for champions of record with a 

mailto:doglaw@akc.org
mailto:chipclinic@akccar.org
http://akccar.org/index.cfm
http://akccar.org/index.cfm
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new title, new achievement lev-
els, and a new ranking system.

National Owner-Handler 
Series – recognizing and show-
casing the quality dogs being 
exhibited by owner-handlers 
and a venue for owner-handlers 
to compete against their peers.

4-6 Month Beginner Puppy 
Competition – providing the 
opportunity for training, so-
cialization, and competition 
leading to a Certificate of Merit 
suffix title.

Open Shows – informal 
sanctioned conformation events 
at which dogs, exhibitors, stew-
ards, judges, and clubs gain 
experience needed for licensed 
events. Certificate of Merit 
points are awarded.

Junior Showmanship Mas-
ter Class – a new class for the 
most competitive participants.

First ever Junior competi-
tion at both the Obedience and 
Agility Invitationals.

Beginner Novice optional 
titling class – very popular 
combination of basic obedience 
and rally.

Starting in 2013, “Com-
panion Events Extravaganza,” 
a multi -day event that will 
feature Championship events 
for Obedience and Agility and 
a new national competition for 
AKC Rally.

Time 2 Beat Agility Class – A 
unique, “hybrid” titling class.

Coursing Ability Test – a 
fun and healthy event modeled 
after lure coursing that is open 

to all adult dogs.

My Dog Can Do That! Ex-
perience – an exciting new out-
reach program for new owners 
and their dogs to try different 
companion events.

Online Competition Man-
agement System – a new way 
for clubs to manage event de-
tails and judging assignments 
that provides simple, real-time 
management of the most com-
plex events.

Each and every one of these 
innovative initiatives was borne 
out of an understanding of cus-
tomer needs and desires. AKC 
Staff is focused on leveraging 
those insights about every as-
pect of our sport into desirable 
programs that engage, excite, 
and expand participation in the 
AKC world of dogs and sport.

As Jobs noted, “Some peo-
ple say, ‘Give the customers 
what they want.’ But that’s not 
my approach. Our job is to fig-
ure out what they want before 
they do.” And that is exactly the 
approach we at AKC have used 
so successfully.

Our focus on “relentless 
positive action” continues daily. 
Will all the programs be as suc-
cessful as these? Maybe not. But 
another Dylan lyric - “Keep on 
keepin’ on” - guided Jobs in 
this exact challenge. Whether 
we have a success or a failure, 
we must keep moving forward 
– we are and we won’t stop.

You can help, too. Since we 
all participate in our sport, we 
all have insights into our par-
ticipants’ needs and desires. A 

simple, yet powerful example 
is the insight that led to the 
Grand Champion program. By 
understanding the desire many 
exhibitors have to continue to 
compete in a meaningful way 
after achieving a conformation 
championship, we were able to 
develop a complete program 
that engaged and excited par-
ticipants and expanded the 
timeframe for their competi-
tion, yielding increased entries.

We’re always looking for 
a few more good insights that 
might lead to an innovation 
in our sport. If you have one, 
please send it to me at: atk@
akc.org.

For as the Beatles, another 
favorite music icon of Jobs, re-
minded us - “Tomorrow Never 
Knows.”

Sincerely,

Alan Kalter Chairman

mailto:atk@akc.org
mailto:atk@akc.org
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News from the Enemy Camps & the Good Guys

Watchdog: Not all 
‘humane societies’ are 
worried about cats and 

dogs
By Debra O’Connor
When you consider donat-

ing to the “humane society,” 
are you thinking of an organi-
zation that helps people adopt 
forlorn-yet-lovable dogs and 
cats? Or a group that lobbies 
Congress for better treatment 
of farm animals, such as new 
pig-confinement standards? 

Among charities, a lot of 
groups have similar names 
but different missions, so it’s 
donor beware. For example, 
the national Humane Society 
of the United States, or HSUS, 
runs television ads that show 
kittens and puppies in cages. 
But the HSUS itself doesn’t run 
any shelters, although the ad 
campaign “does lead people to 
believe that they’re doing that 
(kind of work) within Minne-
apolis and St. Paul,” said Janelle 
Dixon, president of the Animal 
Humane Society. 

Her five-shelter organiza-
tion has been in the Twin Cit-
ies since the 1880s, but it’s still 
a challenge each year to raise 
its $13 million budget. And 
the Minnesota Valley Humane 
Society in Burnsville went bust 
two years ago after years of 
financial difficulties. 

It doesn’t help when people 
assume they’re donating to 

their local companion animal 
shelter but in truth are giving to 
an organization that has a much 
broader mission with which 
some donors may not agree. 

“There are challenges with 
people understanding the dif-
ference,” Dixon said. “ ‘Hu-
mane society’ is a fairly generic 
term.” 

So generic, in fact, that it 
can’t be trademarked. In the 
Twin Cities, a second humane 
society, called the Minnesota 
Humane Society, doesn’t op-
erate shelters but works with 
no-kill rescue groups. 

The Watchdog became 
aware of the distinction when 
she was notified that the Center 
for Consumer Freedom was 
asking the Minnesota attorney 
general to look into alleged 
HSUS deceptive fundraising 
practices. It accused the HSUS 
of leading people to think it 
runs pet shelters when its main 
focus is farm animal treatment. 

The Center for Consumer 
Freedom has its own ax to 
grind, however. Part of its fund-
ing is from the restaurant and 
food industry. Its problem with 
HSUS, which lobbies Congress, 
is that “consumers should be 
able to make the choices” when 
they buy food, including ethi-
cal choices such as whether to 
purchase eggs from a free-range 
chicken or a caged chicken, said 
spokesman J. Justin Wilson. 

The nonprofit HSUS web-
site identifies its interest in 
chickens, pigs and cattle. But it 
also touts its Shelter Pet Project, 
which, in conjunction with the 
Ad Council and animal-adop-
tion program Maddie’s Fund, 
encourages people to get their 
pets from animal shelters. 

When it comes to donations, 
the Watchdog’s biggest concern 
is that people know what kind 
of organization they’re giving 
money to, and this is an excel-
lent example. 

Even the two big national 
groups, HSUS and the Ameri-
can Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals, do dif-
ferent things, and money from 
neither trickles down to Min-
nesota shelters. 

To ensure you know what 
activities and causes your do-
nation will support, first go to 
the group’s website and study 
what it says. Then look up how 
it’s judged on one or more of 
these rating sites: 

-- Charities Review Council 
of Minnesota: smartgivers.org 

-- Better Business Bureau 
Wise Giving Alliance: give.org 

-- Minnesota attorney gen-
eral’s office: www.ag.state.
mn.us/charities 

-- Guidestar: guidestar.org 
-- American Institute of Phi-

lanthropy/CharityWatch: char-
itywatch.org ($40 membership) 

-- Charity Navigator: chari-
tynavigator.org 

A warning when looking 
at the ratings: Although the 
IRS has general guidelines for 
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charities, the groups have some 
wiggle room when it comes to 
how they consider administra-
tive costs versus program costs 
versus fundraising costs. And, 
depending on rating agencies’ 
criteria, their takes on a non-
profit can vary widely. 

The HSUS, for example, is 
ranked well -- four out of four 
stars -- by Charity Navigator. 
But CharityWatch gives the 
group a D grade because, ac-
cording to their criteria, the 
group spends too much of its 
budget on fundraising, said 
President Daniel Borochoff. 

Ratings agencies’ listings 
are by no means inclusive, 
however, and there are many 
unrated yet well-run groups 
that do a lot of good. 

In that case, your personal 
experience may be your best 
guide. 

Feel like an underdog be-
cause of a problem with a busi-
ness, government agency or 
school? To ask the Watchdog 
for help, go to TwinCities.com/
watchdog, call 651-228-5419 or 
email watchdog@pioneerpress.
com. Follow her at twitter.com/ 
pioneerwatchdog.

In choosing Paul Ryan, 
Romney picks a hunter 
who has shown a firm 

grasp of firearms issues
Hunters, firearms owners 

and sportsmen in general across 
the United States should be truly 
heartened by Republican presi-
dential candidate Mitt Romney, 
choice of Congressman Paul 
Ryan of Wisconsin as his vice 

presi-
dential 
r u n -
n i n g 
mate.

All 
p o l i -
t i c s 
aside, 
t h e 
r e a -
son is 
c l e a r. 
P a u l 
R y a n 
i s  a n 
a v i d 
h u n t -
er. He 
is also the former co-chairman 
of Congressional Sportsmen‚ 
Caucus (CSC), which is the 
largest and most bi-partisan 
caucus in Congress.

As a hunter, Rep. Ryan un-
derstands and appreciates the 
issues hunters and sportsmen 
care about, such as the current 
effort to ban the on-line and 
mail order sale of ammunition 
and President Obama, support 
for banning modern sporting 
rifles (MSRs) that are used for 
target shooting and increas-
ingly by hunters, just to name 
just two.

Among the highlights of his 
record in Congress, Rep Ryan:

Voted YES to protect the 
right of hunters to use tradi-
tional ammunition

  Voted YES to prohibit 
suing manufacturers and retail-
ers for the criminal misuse of 
firearms

  Helped sponsor legisla-

tion to change the Pittman 
Robertson excise tax payment 
schedule helping to financially 
strengthen our industry and 
create more jobs for the econo-
my

  Voted YES to decrease 
background check waiting pe-
riod from 3 days to 1 day for a 
firearm purchase at a gun show

  Was rated A by the NRA 
for overall voting record

  Supported national 
cross-state standard for con-
cealed carry

  Opposed the gun reg-
istration & trigger lock law in 
Washington, DC

Many politicians pay lip 
service to, not wanting to in-
fringe on the rights of hunters‚ 
often followed by a pronounce-
ment or proposal that would 
do just that. With Paul Ryan, 
hunters and all law-abiding 
gun owners should be reas-
sured that there is someone in 
Washington with demonstrated 
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level-headedness on issues of 
great interest to them. When it 
comes to these recurring issues, 
there is no substitute for the 
knowledge and wisdom born 
of the personal experience and 
passion of a true hunter.

Hunter Numbers Up 9% 
Between 2006 and 2011, 
Preliminary National 

Report Shows
The number of hunters 

age 16 and older in the United 
States increased 9 percent be-
tween 2006 and 2011, reversing 
a previous downward trend, 
a preliminary report from the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) and Department of 
the Interior shows.

Preliminary figures show 
an increase from 12.5 million 
hunters in 2006 to 13.7 mil-
lion in 2011. Final data will 
be included in the upcoming 
USFWS 2011 National Survey 
Report. USFWS has conducted 
a national survey every five 
years since 1955, with the last 
being the 2006 National Survey, 
released in 2007.

“This increase in hunters 
mirrors what our members are 
telling us -- strong sales to an 
expanding consumer base,” 
said Steve Sanetti, president of 
the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, the trade asso-
ciation for the firearms, am-
munition, hunting and shoot-
ing sports industry. “There is 
increased interest in firearm 
ownership -- from customers 
new to the market to exist-
ing customers looking for the 

newest products. Purchases are 
being made for the enjoyment 
of recreational target shooting 
sports -- such as sporting clays, 
IDPA and 3-gun competitions 
-- as well as for personal protec-
tion, and, as these figures show 
us, for hunting.”

The preliminary report also 
shows that hunters spent an av-
erage of 21 days pursuing wild 
game in 2011. Additionally, the 
report shows that hunters spent 
$34 billion on trips, firearms 
and equipment, licenses and 
other items to support their 
hunting activities in 2011.

The national survey is paid 
for by sportsmen through the 
use of Pittman-Robertson Fed-
eral Aid dollars. This year is 
significant as it is the 75th an-
niversary of the Pittman-Rob-
ertson Federal Aid in Wildlife 
Restoration Act.

NCPA: Lead 
Ammunition Bans Harm 

Wildlife
Contrary to environmen-

talists‚ claims, the use of lead 
ammunition poses a minimal 
risk to wildlife, while a lead am-
munition ban would positively 
harm wildlife, according to a 
new report from the National 
Center for Policy Analysis 
(NCPA).

 The EPA is not allowed 
by congress to regulate or ban 
lead ammunition,,aid NCPA 
Senior Fellow Sterling Burnett., 
However, even if it were, there 
is little evidence supporting 
the claim that lead ammuni-
tion poses a significant harm to 

animals and humans.
 Condors are one of the few 

species in which lead ammuni-
tion is arguably causing harm, 
but protecting them does not 
justify a call for a nationwide 
ban,,aid Burnett., Rather, lim-
ited restrictions covering only 
the condors‚ home range might 
be justified to prevent harm.‚ 

Lead ammunition sales also 
fund wildlife conservation.

 Hunters pay an excise tax 
on all the lead ammunition 
they purchase, which direct-
ly funds wildlife conserva-
tion programs,,aid author and 
NCPA intern Alexis Hunter., 
Banning lead ammunition 
would actually be unsound 
wildlife management.‚ 

Since 1991, there have been 
restrictions on using lead am-
munition to hunt certain ani-
mals, but several environmen-
tal groups have recently pushed 
for the EPA to regulate or ban 
lead ammunition production. 
However, bans would increase 
the cost of hunting and could 
jeopardize $1.66 billion per 
year in wildlife management 
and conservation funding from 
taxes and fees on guns, licenses, 
and ammunition.

No Need to Get the Lead 
Out - http://www.ncpa.org/
pub/ba768

New AvMA website 
transforms members‚ 

online experience
Customized home pages, 
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vastly improved online net-
working services and the ability 
for members to provide input 
on association policy decisions 
are the cornerstones of the 
American Veterinary Medical 
Association‚ (AVMA) new web-
site, which launched today. The 
website redesign helps make 
the AVMA, numerous resources 
more readily available to mem-
bers, improves functionality 
and enhances the overall online 
experience. Members can now 
build their own homepage from 
a multitude of topics of per-
sonal interest, and the process 
of signing up for newsletters 
and other resources has been 
streamlined.

The AVMA Communica-
tions Division conducted ex-
tensive research and member 
surveys to determine what they 
wanted from the AVMA web-
site, how it should be organized 
and how it should work. 

, One of the greatest advan-
tages of the new website design 
is that we will ask every mem-
ber what is most important 
to them, in terms of services, 
issues and information, and 
then the website will gener-
ate an individualized home 
page that gives each member 
the excellent content they tell 
us they want,‚ explains Kim 
Kishbaugh, head of AVMA elec-
tronic communications., Each 
member, user experience will 
be uniquely tailored to their 
interests and needs.‚ 

The new website design also 
strives to make the AVMA, nu-
merous resources easier to man-
age for member veterinarians. 

To this end, the new website 
includes the Knowledge Base, 
a system that allows members 
to organize the AVMA, thou-
sands of resources on a single 
topic, discipline or species in 
one place, including everything 
from AVMA policies and press 
releases to backgrounders and 
brochures.

Research indicated that 
veterinarians wanted to use 
AVMA.org to more easily con-
nect with their colleagues and 
AVMA leaders. In an effort 
to meet this need, the new 
AVMA website has an im-
proved AVMA Network of 
Animal Health (NOAH), which 
offers AVMA discussion groups 
for veterinarians. NOAH is 
a place where veterinarians 
can ask questions of their col-
leagues, share experiences, 
exchange diagnoses and treat-
ment information, and consult 
with specialists. Members can 
also use NOAH as a forum to 
discuss such topics as the work-
life balance. In addition, NOAH 
also provides contact informa-
tion for AVMA leadership, so 
each member can use NOAH 
to easily share their comments, 
suggestions or concerns with 
association leaders.

 This new website is really 
the beginning of a new era for 
the AVMA. It will make it easier 
for our members to engage the 
association and for us to inter-
act with them. I see the unveil-
ing of our new website as the 
kickoff to the AVMA, 150th an-
niversary, which we will be cel-
ebrating over the coming year, 
says Dr. Ted Cohn, chair of the 

AVMA Executive Board., This 
entirely redesigned website has 
been the dream of the members 
of the Executive Board; it is very 
exciting to see the launch occur.‚ 

The new AVMA website 
will also improve the online 
visitor experience for members 
of the public. The Public Re-
sources portion of the website 
provides thousands of pages 
of content that will be useful 
to pet owners and others who 
are seeking information about 
everything from pet health to 
food safety. 

Today, unveiling is phase 1 
of a three-phase launch of the 
new and improved www.avma.
org website. The redesign of the 
website is expected to be com-
pleted by April 1, 2013.

For more information, 
please visit www.avma.org. 
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State News

ALABAMA
STILL TIME TO 

REGISTER FOR A 
YOUTH DOvE HUNT

Registration is still open 
for the 12th annual youth dove 
hunts sponsored by the Ala-
bama Division of Wildlife and 
Freshwater Fisheries (WFF). 
The youth dove hunts will be 
held in the following counties 
on September 22: Clay, Cren-
shaw, Henry and Baldwin. 
Monroe County will hold its 
youth dove hunts on Septem-
ber 29 and October 6. To regis-
ter, visit https://youthhunts.
dcnr.alabama.gov/dove/.

Youth dove hunts are also 
scheduled for October 6 in 
Barbour, Geneva and Henry 
counties; and on October 20 in 
Covington, Dale and Geneva 
counties. Mobile will hold its 
youth dove hunts on October 
13 and 20. Registration for 
the October hunts will begin 
Wednesday, September 19.

Online registration is en-
couraged. However, partici-
pants without Internet access 
may register by calling the WFF 
district office listed on the hunt 
schedule or the Montgomery 
headquarters at 334-242-3469. 
District office personnel will 
complete the electronic regis-
tration form for you over the 
phone. The complete youth 

dove hunt schedule and a list 
of contact information for all 
WFF district offices can be 
found here.

Alabama’s youth dove 
hunting events are staffed by 
WFF personnel, which encour-
age a safe, secure environment 
for both parents and partici-
pants. The program also makes 
use of private lands and fields 
opened for use by community 
members, thus fostering good 
relationships between hunters 
and private landowners. 

To participate in the hunts, 
youth hunters must be age 15 
or younger and accompanied 
by an adult at least 25 years 
old (or a parent) who holds a 
valid state hunting license and 
a Harvest Information Program 
(HIP) stamp. Hunters should 
obtain their license and HIP 
stamp before the hunt since 
they will not be available on-
site.

Before each hunt, a short 
welcome session with remind-
ers on hunting safety will be 
conducted. All hunters are 
encouraged to wear eye protec-
tion and earplugs.

The Alabama Department 
of Conservation and Natu-
ral Resources promotes wise 
stewardship, management and 
enjoyment of Alabama’s natu-
ral resources through five divi-
sions: Marine Police, Marine 
Resources, State Parks, State 

Lands, and Wildlife and Fresh-
water Fisheries. To learn more 
about ADCNR, visit www.out-
dooralabama.com.
WATERFOWLERS GET 
ExPANDED CANADA 

GOOSE SEASON 
Waterfowl hunters will have 

extra time in the field to pursue 
Canada geese this season with a 
78-day season and an increased 
bag limit. In fact, hunters can 
get into action this weekend for 
the special early Canada goose 
season, which runs Sept. 1-15.

The daily bag limit on Can-
ada geese has been raised to 
three birds per hunter, while the 
daily bag limit on white-fronted 
geese (speckle bellies) remains 
at two. In a change from last 
year, the possession limit is 
now twice the daily bag limit 
for Canadas and speckle bellies. 
A Canada goose-only season is 
scheduled for Sept. 22 through 
Oct. 9.

"This was an effort by the 
Fish and Wildlife Service to 
help states deal with their 
resident populations of geese," 
said David Hayden, waterfowl 
specialist with the Alabama 
Wildlife and Freshwater Fisher-
ies Division. "The bag limit was 
increased to three birds, and the 
season was lengthened from 70 
days to 78 days."

For duck hunters, the fall 
flight survey conducted by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) indicated an overall 
abundance of waterfowl in 
North America. The overall 
population estimate increased 
7 percent from last year to 48.6 
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million birds. The all-important 
mallard count was up consid-
erably to 10.6 million birds, a 
15-percent increase over 2011 
and 40 percent above the long-
term average. The scaup (blue-
bills) estimate was up also at 
5.2 million, which is 21 percent 
above the 2011 estimate and 
similar to the long-term aver-
age. Those numbers prompted 
the USFWS to increase the daily 
bag limit on scaup from two to 
four birds per hunter.

A special early teal season 
is set from Sept. 8-23. A special 
snow and blue goose season 
is set for Oct. 27 through Nov. 
11 in Escambia and Monroe 
counties only. The special youth 
waterfowl days are Feb. 9-10.

The regular waterfowl sea-
son in the Mississippi Flyway 
is 60 days. Alabama's seasons 
are set for Nov. 23-24 and Dec. 
1 through Jan. 27. The daily bag 
limit is again six ducks with no 
more than four mallards (two 
hens), three wood ducks, one 
mottled duck, two redheads, 
four scaup, two pintails, one 
black duck and one canvasback. 
The daily bag limit of mergan-
sers is five, only two of which 
may be hooded mergansers.

Shooting hours are one-half 
hour before sunrise to sunset 
each day with the exception 
of the Mobile-Tensaw Delta. 
In the area north of Battleship 
Parkway, west of Alabama 
Highway 225, south of CSX 
Railroad tracks, and east of the 
west bank of the Mobile River, 
shooting hours for Monday 
through Thursday are one-half 
hour before sunrise to noon, 

while Friday through Sunday 
shooting hours are one-half 
hour before sunrise to sunset.

Hunters must possess a 
valid hunting license, signed 
federal duck stamp, state duck 
stamp or electronic privilege, 
as well as a free HIP (Harvest 
Information Program) elec-
tronic privilege. Visit www.out-
dooralabama.com/licenses  for 
more information.

ARIzONA
COMMISSION 

MEETING
Deadline to apply for 2013 

commission appointment is 
Oct. 12

The governor’s office is still 
accepting applications for the 
2013 appointment to the Ari-
zona Game and Fish Com-
mission. Applications must be 
postmarked or received by 5 
p.m. on Friday, Oct. 12, 2012. 
They can be submitted online 
at www.azgovernor.gov/BC/
Application07.asp.

Members must be well in-
formed on the subject of wild-
life and the requirements for 
its conservation. In accordance 
with state statute, the commis-
sion is required to maintain 
political balance, therefore, 
applicants for this particular 
vacancy may not be registered 
Republican. 

Also, no two members may 
be from the same county. Since 
the commission currently has 
members from Apache, Mari-
copa, Navajo and Pima coun-
ties, residents of those counties 
may not apply for this opening. 

Residents of Cochise, Coconino, 
Gila, Graham, Greenlee, La Paz, 
Mohave, Pinal, Santa Cruz, 
Yavapai and Yuma counties are 
eligible to apply.

Per state statute, the Ari-
zona Game and Fish Com-
mission Appointment Recom-
mendation Board shall assist 
the governor by interviewing, 
evaluating and recommending 
candidates. The board shall 
recommend at least two, but 
no more than five, candidates 
to the governor. The governor 
must select and appoint a com-
missioner from the list submit-
ted by the board. 

For further information, 
contact the governor’s Office 
of Boards and Commissions 
at (602) 542-2449 or toll free at 
(800) 253-0883. 

For more information about 
the Arizona Game and Fish 
Commission, visit www.azgfd.
gov/commission. For more 
information about the Office of 
the Governor, please visit www.
azgovernor.gov.

Public comment invited on 
Arizona Game and Fish pro-
posed strategic plan

The Arizona Game and Fish 
Department has released the 
draft of its new strategic plan, 
Wildlife 20/20, and wants your 
comments and input.

Wildlife 20/20 provides 
broad strategic guidance for 
all department programs. It is 
intended to be a living docu-
ment that conveys policy direc-
tion that the Arizona Game and 
Fish Commission has provided 
to the department to guide its 
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work into the future. It will be 
complemented by additional 
plans designed to provide more 
specific direction, as needed.

The plan is available for 
review at http://www.azgfd.
gov/inside_azgfd/strategic_
plan.shtml.

Written comments can be 
submitted through Friday, Oct. 
26, 2012, by e-mail to agfdStra-
tegicPlan@azgfd.gov. 

Written comments can also 
be sent via U.S. mail to Stra-
tegic Plan, Arizona Game and 
Fish Department, Attn: Sherry 
Crouch, 5000 W. Carefree High-
way, Phoenix, AZ 85086.

When submitting comments 
on particular portions of the 
document, please include a ref-
erence to the location within the 
document (such as a page and 
paragraph number) to which 
you are referring.

The department is planning 
to conduct a webcast about the 
new plan in the near future. 
An announcement will be sent 
out when the date and time are 
finalized.

After public comments are 
reviewed and considered, the 
final draft Wildlife 20/20 plan 
is anticipated to be presented 
to the Arizona Game and Fish 
Commission for consideration 
at its Dec. 7-8 meeting in Phoe-
nix. 

For more information, visit 
http://www.azgfd.gov/in-
side_azgfd/strategic_plan.
shtml.

YOUTH WORKSHOP 
OFFERED TO TEACH 

ARIzONA SMALL 

GAME HUNTING 
BASICS

P The Arizona Game and 
Fish Department has scheduled 
a multi-day, small game basics 
workshop for young hunters 
and those who want to learn 
to hunt. Staff in the depart-
ment’s Pinetop regional office 
will conduct their annual small 
game hunting camp in Game 
Management Units 1 and 3B to 
provide youth with the basic 
skills they need to successfully 
pursue tree squirrels. The pro-
gram format will also provide 
an overview of hunting oppor-
tunities for other small game 
species found throughout the 
state. Youths ages 8 and older 
are invited to participate. 

The camp, sponsored by the 
Rocky Mountain Elk Founda-
tion and Arizona Elk Society, 
will begin the evening of Oct. 
4 and conclude the morning 
of Oct. 7, and includes meals, 
instruction and field time with 
hunting mentors. The program 
format is aimed at developing 
responsible, ethical and suc-
cessful hunters who recognize 
the importance of wildlife and 
habitat conservation.

"This intensive camp is de-
signed to provide youth with 
an opportunity to enhance 
their hunting knowledge and 
skills here in Arizona, while 
also teaching them the values of 
stewardship and wildlife con-
servation," says Wildlife Man-
ager Supervisor Mike Godwin. 
"The workshop is about hands-
on learning, asking questions 
and being with others who are 
also interested in hunting."

The camp will be held at 
the Los Burros Campground, 
located on Forest Road 224 that 
runs between Vernon and Mc-
Nary. The program will cover 
hunting opportunities, firearm 
safety and game care. Other ac-
tivities include archery instruc-
tion and 3-D shooting, first aid 
basics, and more. Instructional 
sessions begin at 6:30 p.m. on 
Friday. Participants will have 
opportunities to hunt in the 
field with mentors each day.

For more information or 
to sign up, contact or call the 
department’s Pinetop office at 
(928) 367-4281. The workshop 
is free, but pre-registration is 
required.

IDAHO
SHARP-TAILED 

GROUSE SEASON 
OPENS NExT WEEK
The sharp-tailed grouse 

season opens October 1 and 
runs through October 31, with a 
daily bag limit of two birds and 
a possession limit of six. 

The season is open only in 
eastern Idaho in these areas: 
Bingham and Clark counties 
east of Interstate 15, Franklin, 
Fremont, Jefferson County 
east of Interstate 15, Madison, 
and Teton counties, Bonneville 
County east of Interstate 15, 
Bannock County east of Inter-
state 15 and south of Interstate 
86, Bear Lake, Caribou, Cassia 
County east of Interstate 84 and 
that portion west of Interstate 
84 south of the Malta-Sublette 
Road and east of the Malta-St-
revell Road, Franklin, Oneida, 
and Power County south of 
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Interstate 86. 
Sharp-tailed grouse have 

been introduced into histori-
cal range in southern Twin 
Falls county and southeastern 
Owyhee County. Twin Falls 
County, Owyhee County and 
most of Cassia County are 
closed to the hunting of sharp-
tailed grouse. Sharp-tailed 
grouse also occur around Split 
Butte area in Minidoka County. 
Hunting of sharp-tailed grouse 
is closed in Minidoka County.

Any person hunting sharp-
tailed grouse must have in their 
possession a valid Idaho hunt-
ing license with a sage/sharp-
tailed grouse permit validation 
at $4.75. The permit allows bet-
ter monitoring of the harvest of 
this game bird. 

It is available at Fish and 
Game license vendors.

All hunters are encouraged 
to refer to the upland game or 
waterfowl rules brochures for 
hunt details on seasons, limits 
and rules.

SAGE-GROUSE 
SEASON OPENS 
DOWN A LITTLE

Sage-grouse harvest and 
hunter numbers on opening 
weekend were down slightly 
in 2012 compared to previous 
years, but Idaho Fish and Game 
ran fewer check stations this 
year.

Statewide, 563 hunters 
checked 270 birds in 2012, com-
pared to 615 hunters and 277 
birds in 2011. Hunter success 
was highest in the Owyhees, 
but similar throughout the rest 
of southern Idaho.

Hunter success, as mea-
sured in birds per hunter or 
hours per bird, was up slightly 
this year. On average, 0.48 birds 
were harvested per hunter and 
it took an average of 7.4 hours 
per hunter to harvest one bird. 

Fish and Game ran six check 
stations this past weekend, 
targeting sage-grouse hunters 
throughout southern Idaho. 

At check stations, Fish and 
Game personnel queried hunt-
ers on their success, number 
of hours hunted, and numbers 
of birds seen. They also col-
lected one wing from each bird 
checked, which provides im-
portant information on annual 
productivity.

The 2012 sage-grouse hunt-
ing season continues through 
September 21.

ILLINOIS
MESSAGE TO 
WATERFOWL 

HUNTERS 
Due to ongoing drought 

conditions in Illinois, some 
farmers are mowing or tilling 
their unharvested crop fields 
to collect crop insurance pay-
ments. The Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
reminds hunters that the ma-
nipulation, including mowing 
or tilling, of unharvested crop 
fields is not a normal agricul-
tural practice for waterfowl 
hunting purposes. The IDNR 
has received guidance on this 
issue from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Federal baiting 
laws still apply, even during 
times of drought. Therefore, 
it is a violation of the baiting 

laws under the federal Migra-
tory Bird Treaty Act if scattered 
grain is not totally removed 10 
days prior to hunting. Hunters 
should familiarize themselves 
with baiting laws in Illinois. 
For more information on water-
fowl baiting regulations, refer 
to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service website link regarding 
baiting regulations at http://
www.fws.gov/le/waterfowl-
hunting-and-baiting.html. 

Questions regarding hunt-
ing crop fields mowed or tilled 
due to drought insurance 
claims: 

1. If a standing grain crop 
is 100% void of any ears (corn 
field produced no ears), can the 
field be mowed then hunted? 

Yes, as long as there is no 
grain present in the field. A 
field that produces NO ears of 
corn will probably be a rare oc-
currence. 

2. If a standing grain crop 
has any amount of grain pres-
ent after it is mowed, can it be 
hunted? 

No, it is a “baited area” un-
til 10 days after the complete 
removal of the grain. 

3. Can a standing crop that 
was mowed be disked and 
made legal for hunting? 

The field can only be hunted 
after all exposed grain has been 
completely removed or buried 
for a period of 10 days. Hunt-
ers should keep in mind that if 
a dry field is tilled to the extent 
that no grain is visibly present, 
strong winds or the first rain 
is likely to wash off some cov-
ered grain, thus still making it 
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a baited situation. 
4. Why can a person not 

hunt over a mowed area? 
Under federal baiting regu-

lations, mowing or tilling of a 
standing crop is not a “normal 
agricultural planting, harvest-
ing, post-harvest manipulation, 
or normal soil stabilization 
practice” as determined by the 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Cooperative Extension 
Service. 

Below is a link to the per-
taining sections of the 2011-
2012 Illinois Digest of Hunting 
and Trapping Regulations that 
provide additional information 
on migratory bird hunting and 
federal baiting regulations. 

For questions about federal 
baiting regulations, please call 
217-782-6431, Monday-Friday 
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

For more information on 
baiting regulations in Illinois: 

http://www.dnr.illinois.
gov/news/Documents/bait-
ingregulations.pdf 

NORTH DAKOTA
PLOTS GUIDE 

AvAILABLE ONLINE
The North Dakota Game 

and Fish Department’s Private 
Land Open To Sportsmen guide 
for 2012 is now available online 
at the Department’s website, 
gf.nd.gov. In addition, PLOTS 
Guides will be available at most 
license vendors throughout the 
state in late August.

The guide will feature about 
840,000 PLOTS acres. Because 
the guide is printed in mid-
August, some PLOTS tracts 

highlighted in the guide may 
have been removed from the 
program since the time of print-
ing. There will also be some 
PLOTS tracts where the habitat 
and condition of the tract will 
have changed significantly. 
Conversely, Game and Fish 
may have added new tracts 
to the program after the guide 
went to press.

To minimize possible confu-
sion, Game and Fish will up-
date PLOTS map sheets weekly 
on its website.

Hunters can also view the 
guide, and find a list of vendors 
where guides are available, on 
the website.

The PLOTS guide features 
maps highlighting these walk-
in areas, identified in the field 
by inverted triangular yellow 
signs, as well as other public 
lands.

The guides are free, and 
available at county auditor 
offices and license vendors 
in the state; by walk-in at the 
game and Fish Department’s 
Bismarck office; and at district 
offices in Riverdale, Harvey 
(Lonetree), Williston, Dickin-
son, Jamestown and Devils 
Lake.

 The guides are not available 
to mail, so hunters will have to 
pick one up at a local vendor, 
or print individual maps from 
the website.
STATE REQUIREMENT 
FOR TRANSPORTING 

GEESE ADJUSTED
 North Dakota goose hunt-

ers should take note of an 
exception made to state identi-

fication requirements for trans-
porting geese when processed 
by commercial processors who 
comply with state and federal 
requirements.

 Robert Timian, State Game 
and Fish Department chief of 
enforcement, said hunters tak-
ing geese to commercial pro-
cessors must follow the same 
procedure as before. The only 
change is commercial proces-
sors can now remove the identi-
fication component of the goose 
prior to reaching the hunter’s 
legal residence.

 “All federal requirements 
of tagging and record keeping 
for both the hunter and the 
processor remain the same,” 
Timian said. “In addition, noth-
ing changes for the person who 
takes geese home to clean.”

 This applies to both the 
early Canada goose and regular 
goose seasons. It does not ap-
ply for ducks. “The processors 
were in agreement with us to 
treat this as a pilot program on 
only geese and gauge how it 
works this year,” Timian said. 
“We might expand it to other 
species in the future.”

 Processed geese are still 
subject to daily and possession 
limit regulations, and may be 
transported when accompanied 
by a copy of the record pro-
vided by the processor.

 Prior to this year, one fully 
feathered wing or the fully 
feathered head of all waterfowl 
had to remain attached during 
transportation or shipment un-
til it reached the hunter’s legal 
residence or was processed for 
immediate consumption. 
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WMA CAMPING 
RESTRICTIONS 

SPREAD TO 
SOUTHWEST

Some wildlife management 
areas in southwestern North 
Dakota now have the same 
camping restrictions adopted 
earlier this spring on similar 
public lands along Lake Saka-
kawea.

The State Game and Fish De-
partment has now included the 
following WMAs where over-
night camping is prohibited 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 
except holidays: North Lem-
mon Lake in Adams County; 
Bull Creek in Billings County; 
Alkali Creek and Spring Creek 
in Bowman County; Killdeer 
Mountains in Dunn County; 
Camels Hump Lake in Golden 
Valley County; Indian Creek in 
Hettinger County; Storm Creek 
in Morton County; and Cedar 
Lake and Speck Davis Pond in 
Slope County.

In April, the Game and Fish 
Department applied the same 
restrictions on the following 
WMAs along Lake Sakakawea: 
Audubon, Custer Mine, Deep-
water Creek, deTrobriand, 
Douglas Creek and Wolf Creek 
in McLean County; and Bea-
ver Creek and Hille in Mercer 
County.

In addition, camping is not 
allowed at all, including holi-
days, at the following WMAs: 
Antelope Creek, Big Oxbow, 
Lewis and Clark, Neu’s Point, 
Ochs Point, Overlook, Sullivan 
and Tobacco Garden in McKen-
zie County; Van Hook in Moun-

trail County; and Hofflund and 
Trenton in Williams County.

Camping restrictions at 
all WMAs are posted at entry 
points.

 Other WMA use regula-
tions are available on the Game 
and Fish website, gf.nd.gov.
DUCK BROOD INDEx 
UP FROM LAST YEAR

 North Dakota's 2012 fall 
duck flight is expected to have 
twice as many birds as last year.

 Mike Johnson, game man-
agement section leader for the 
State Game and Fish Depart-
ment, said the fall flight esti-
mate is a combination of the 
breeding duck survey and the 
brood survey.

 Results from the breeding 
duck survey in May indicated 
the duck index was up 16 per-
cent from 2011 and exceeded 
the long-term average by 112 
percent. 

 May water conditions were 
down 57 percent from 2011 and 
6 percent from the long-term 
average.

 The mid-July waterfowl 
production survey revealed 
the duck brood index was up 
110 percent from 2011 and 155 
percent above the long-term av-
erage. Average brood size was 
6.9 ducklings, down 0.8 from 
last year. The longterm average 
is 7.1 ducklings per brood.

 The water index in mid-July 
was down 48 percent from last 
year, but still 10 percent above 
the long-term average.

 The index does not count 
every water body or duckling 

in the state. Instead, represen-
tative transects across the state 
are sampled each year. Over 
time, survey results provide bi-
ologists with trend information 
that allows annual comparisons 
of waterfowl production in the 
state.

HIP CERTIFICATION 
REQUIRED FOR 

MIGRATORY BIRD 
HUNTERS

 Migratory game bird hunt-
ers are reminded to register 
with the Harvest Information 
Program prior to hunting in 
North Dakota this fall.

 HIP certification is required 
for all migratory bird hunters, 
regardless of age, before hunt-
ing ducks, geese, swans, mer-
gansers, coots, cranes, snipe, 
doves or woodcock.

 Hunter compliance is es-
sential in order to obtain reli-
able national and regional 
estimates of annual harvest of 
all migratory game bird spe-
cies. These estimates provide 
information biologists need to 
make sound decisions concern-
ing hunting seasons, bag limits 
and population management.

 Hunters who purchase 
a license through the North 
Dakota Game and Fish De-
partment’s electronic licensing 
system (gf.nd.gov) or instant 
licensing telephone number at 
(800) 406-6409 can easily get 
HIP certified.

 Otherwise, hunters can ac-
cess the department’s website, 
or call (888) 634-4798 and re-
cord the HIP number on their 
fishing, hunting and furbearer 
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certificate.
 Those who registered to 

hunt the spring light goose 
season in North Dakota do not 
have to register with HIP again, 
as it is required only once per 
year. However, hunters must 
HIP register in each state for 
which they are licensed before 
hunting migratory game birds.

2012 SMALL GAME 
AND FURBEARER 

REGULATIONS SET
 North Dakota’s 2012 small 

game and furbearer regulations 
have been set and most season 
structures and bag limits are 
similar to last year. The only 
significant changes involve an 
increase in limits for the early 
Canada goose, mountain lion 
and fisher seasons.

 The early Canada goose 
season will open Wednesday, 
Aug. 15, and have a daily limit 
of 15 and a possession limit of 
30. The early season ends in the 
Missouri River zone Sept. 7, 
while the rest of the state closes 
Sept. 15. The Missouri River 
zone closes early to provide 
additional late season hunting 
opportunities by adding these 
days to the end of the regular 
season.

 The mountain lion season 
in Zone 1 will have a quota of 
21 lions, split into an early and 
late season. The early season 
opens Aug. 31 and continues 
until the early season quota of 
14 is filled, or through Nov. 25. 
The late season opens Nov. 26, 
and will run until seven lions 
are taken, or through March 
31, 2013.

 As in past years, the moun-
tain lion season in Zone 2 (Aug. 
31 – March 31) does not have a 
quota.

 Continued expansion of 
fishers in eastern North Dakota 
has allowed the Game and Fish 
Department to increase the 
season quota to 15. Fishers can 
only be taken by traps and cable 
devices. A limit of one fisher 
per person is allowed during 
this season.

 Prairie chicken and sage 
grouse seasons will remain 
closed due to low populations.

 Other small game and 
waterfowl licensing details are 
similar to last year.

 Only North Dakota resi-
dents are permitted to hunt 
waterfowl from Sept. 22-28. 
Nonresidents are allowed to 
hunt waterfowl in North Da-
kota beginning Sept. 29. Other 
waterfowl season details will 
be finalized in mid-August in 
the waterfowl amendment to 
the small game and furbearer 
proclamation.

 In accordance with state 
law, nonresidents are not al-
lowed to hunt on Game and 
Fish Department wildlife man-
agement areas or conservation 
PLOTS (Private Land Open 
To Sportsmen) areas from Oct. 
13-19.

 Hunters should refer to the 
North Dakota 2012-13 Small 
Game and Furbearer guides 
(available mid-August) for 
more details on small game and 
furbearer seasons. Waterfowl 
regulations will be available 
in early Early Canada Goose 

Season Opens Aug. 15
 North Dakota’s early Can-

ada goose season is set and the 
season will open Aug. 15. The 
limits are 15 daily and 30 in 
possession

 Limits and shooting hours 
for the early season are differ-
ent from the regular season. 
Shooting hours during the early 
season are one-half hour before 
sunrise to sunset daily.

 Normal licensing require-
ments for the regular season, 
including a federal duck stamp, 
apply to the early season. Non-
residents who hunt in Benson, 
Ramsey, Towner, Sargent and 
Richland counties during the 
early season may do so without 
counting against their 14-day 
regular season license.

 All migratory bird hunters 
must register with the Harvest 
Information Program prior to 
hunting. Hunters who purchase 
a license through the North 
Dakota Game and Fish De-
partment website at gf.nd.gov, 
or instant licensing telephone 
number (800) 406-6409, can eas-
ily get HIP certified. Otherwise, 
hunters can call (888) 634-4798 
and record the HIP number on 
their fishing, hunting and fur-
bearer certificate. Those who 
registered to hunt the spring 
light goose season in North 
Dakota do not have to register 
with HIP again, as it is required 
only once per year.

 Waterfowl rest areas, closed 
to hunting during the regular 
season, will be open during the 
early season. Most land in these 
rest areas is private, so hunters 
may need permission to hunt.
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 The early hunting season 
is intended to reduce local 
Canada goose numbers. De-
spite liberalized regulations the 
past several years, with longer 
seasons, large bag limits and 
expanded shooting hours the 
statewide population remains 
high, with numbers well above 
population goals.

 The early season ends in 
the Missouri River zone Sept. 7, 
while the rest of the state closes 
Sept. 15. The Missouri River 
zone closes early to provide 
additional late season hunting 
opportunities by adding these 
days to the end of the regular 
season.

 For additional information 
and regulations, hunters should 
refer to the Game and Fish De-
partment website.

SWAN HUNT 
APPLICATION 

AvAILABLE ONLINE
 The online application for 

North Dakota’s 2012 tundra 
swan license lottery is avail-
able on the state Game and Fish 
Department’s website, gf.nd.
gov. The deadline for applying 
is Aug. 15.

 Paper applications will 
be available the first week in 
August from Game and Fish 
offices, county auditors and 
license vendors. Hunters can 
also apply by calling (800) 406-
6409. A service fee is added for 
license applications made by 
phone.

 The statewide tundra swan 
hunting season is Sept. 29 – Dec. 
30. A total of 2,200 licenses are 
available. Successful applicants 

will receive a tag to take one 
swan during the season. Since 
swans are classified as water-
fowl, nonresidents may hunt 
them only during the period 
their nonresident waterfowl 
license is valid.

 North Dakota residents 
and nonresidents are eligible 
to apply.

2011 PHEASANT 
SEASON 

SUMMARIzED
 More hunting opportuni-

ties meant more pheasants 
taken during the 2011 season, 
as last fall’s pheasant harvest 
was 683,000, up from 552,000 
in 2010.

 Aaron Robinson, upland 
bird biologist for the North 
Dakota Game and Fish Depart-
ment, said the overall land-
scape probably didn’t have 
more birds, but Mother Nature 
allowed for an increase in har-
vest due to mild weather condi-
tions and minimal snow cover 
in November, December and 
early January.

 “This is a prime example of 
how the harvest doesn’t neces-
sarily reflect the overall popu-
lation,” Robinson said. “We 
actually had lower production 
in 2011 than in 2010, but hunter 
effort made up the difference 
due to last winter’s exception-
ally mild weather conditions.”

 Statistics actually revealed 
the number of hunters declined 
10 percent to 82,700. The num-
ber of resident hunters was 
down 5 percent to 58,200, while 
nonresident pheasant hunter 
numbers decreased 20 percent 

to 24,500.
 “However, the determining 

factor is many hunters were 
able to enjoy good hunting 
conditions with mild weather 
through the last weekend of the 
season,” Robinson said.

 Birds bagged per hunter 
increased from 6.0 to 8.3. Each 
hunter spent an average of six 
days afield.

 Counties with the highest 
percentage of pheasants taken 
by resident hunters were Het-
tinger, 9.2; Burleigh, 6.4; Em-
mons, 6.0; McLean, 5.4; and 
Adams, 5.3.

 Top counties for nonresi-
dent hunters were Hettinger, 
24.9 percent; Bowman, 7.6; Em-
mons, 5.6; McIntosh, 5.2; and 
Divide, 4.5.

 Annual pheasant season 
statistics are determined by a 
mail survey of resident and 
nonresident hunters.

INCREASED BAG 
CONSIDERED FOR 

EARLY CANADA 
GOOSE SEASON

The State Game and Fish 
Department is considering an 
option to increase the daily 
limit for the early Canada 
goose season from eight to 15, 
following recent action by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Regulations Committee.

The service regulations com-
mittee is allowing an increase in 
the bag limit from last year in 
response to recommendations 
from North Dakota and South 
Dakota to allow greater harvest 
on resident Canada geese. “A 
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daily limit of 15 would give 
hunters an opportunity to take 
more birds when they are avail-
able,” said Randy Kreil, wildlife 
division chief for the Game and 
Fish Department. “We are look-
ing at every option we can to 
increase hunter harvest of our 
resident Canada goose popula-
tion.”

 game and Fish first held 
an early Canada goose season 
in 1999. Since then, the open 
area and season length have 
expanded.

 In 2008, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service authorized 
states to expand their resident 
goose management seasons 
into August. While the season 
could open as early as Aug. 1, 
most landowners and hunters 
are comfortable with starting 
a couple of weeks after that, to 
allow for small grain harvest 
to open up stubble fields for 
hunting. In addition, weather 
conditions are generally more 
favorable for hunting as the 
month progresses.

Until last year, the daily lim-
it in the early season was five, 
and last year Game and Fish in-
creased the limit to eight, which 
under federal regulations was 
the maximum allowed during 
the September portion of the 
early season.

“Our resident goose popu-
lation is at record levels,” Kreil 
said. “We understand that 
nearly doubling the early sea-
son daily limit isn’t going to 
double the harvest, but it cer-
tainly would help increase the 
harvest.”

 The small game proclama-

tion that will set season dates 
and limits for the early goose 
season will not be finalized 
until late July. The season is 
tentatively set to open Aug. 15.

Last year the early Canada 
goose season opened Aug. 13 
and ran through Sept. 15, ex-
cept in a special Missouri River 
zone where the season closed 
Sept. 8. The seven fewer early 
season days in the Missouri 
River zone are added to the end 
of the regular goose season in 
December.
PHEASANT CROWING 

COUNTS UP
 North Dakota’s spring 

pheasant crowing count survey 
revealed a 10 percent increase 
statewide compared to last 
year.

 All four pheasant districts 
showed an increase compared 
to last year. The number of 
crows heard in the southeast 
increased by 12 percent, north-
west by 8 percent, northeast by 
6 percent and southwest by 4 
percent.

 Stan Kohn, upland game 
management supervisor for 
the State Game and Fish De-
partment, said birds did not 
experience excessive mortality 
last winter.

 “Even with the nice winter 
last year, I anticipated fewer 
adult birds to be available this 
spring because poor production 
in spring of 2009-11 led to fewer 
young birds entering the fall 
population,” Kohn said. “How-
ever, I did expect to see higher 
crow count numbers in the 
southwest because good num-

bers of birds were observed last 
winter, but it didn’t pan out in 
the crow count numbers.”

 Even with a somewhat 
smaller breeding class of birds, 
Kohn said hens were in better 
shape this spring because of 
less winter stress. In addition, 
he said nesting habitat looked 
to be in pretty good condition in 
all areas of the state, and nest-
ing and brooding weather this 
spring has been almost ideal.

 “I expect much better up-
land game production this sum-
mer,” Kohn added. “Pheasant 
hens are finding better quality 
nesting and brooding cover on 
the uplands this spring, and 
with the good weather, more 
hens were successful with first 
clutches, a positive sign of a 
good production year.”

 However, Kohn noted, the 
loss of CRP is going to decrease 
nesting and brooding cover in 
the future, and will negatively 
affect the pheasant population.

 Spring crowing count data 
is not always a good indicator 
of the fall population. It does 
not measure population den-
sity, but provides an index of 
the spring rooster population 
based on a trend of number of 
crows heard. Brood surveys, 
which begin in mid-July and 
are completed by September, 
are a better indicator of the 
summer’s pheasant production 
and provide insight into what 
to expect for a fall pheasant 
population.

 Pheasant crowing counts 
are conducted each spring 
throughout North Dakota. Ob-
servers drive specified 20-mile 
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routes, stopping at predeter-
mined intervals, and counting 
the number of pheasant roost-
ers heard crowing over a two-
minute period during the stop. 
The number of pheasant crows 
heard is compared to previous 
years’ data, providing a trend 
summary.

US F&W
2012 TRENDS IN 

DUCK BREEDING 
POPULATIONS 

REPORT
Although breeding habi-

tat conditions have declined 
from previous years, the 2012 
“Trends in Duck Breeding 
Populations” report estimates 
waterfowl production in North 
America’s duck factory is at a 
record high. This year’s report 
estimate of 48.6 million is sig-
nificantly higher than the 45.6 
million birds estimated last 
year and 43 percent above the 
long-term average. 

This annual report sum-
marizes information about the 
status of duck populations and 
wetland habitats collected by 
wildlife biologists from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife and Canadian 
Wildlife Service for the Water-
fowl Breeding Population and 
Habitat Survey (Survey). The 
Survey samples more than two 
million square miles of water-
fowl habitat across the United 
States and Canada. 

Highlights from the Survey 
in the north-central United 
States, south-central and north-
ern Canada, and Alaska (the 
traditional survey area) include 
the following population esti-

mates:
• Mallard abundance is 10.6 

million – a 15 percent increase 
over 2011 and a 39 percent in-
crease over the long-term aver-
age of 7.6 million.

• gadwall abundance is 
10 percent above the 2011 esti-
mate, and 96 percent above the 
long-term average.

• American wigeon abun-
dance increased 3 percent from 
2011, but remains 17 percent 
below the long-term average.

• Abundance of green-
winged teal and blue-winged 
teal were 3.5 million and 9.2 
million, which were 20 percent 
and 3 percent above their 2011 
numbers. Both species continue 
to remain well above their long-
term averages by 74 percent 
and 94 percent, respectively.

• Abundance for northern 
shovelers is 5.0 million, which 
is 8 percent above 2011, and 111 
percent above their long-term 
average.

• Northern pintails are at 
3.5 million which is 22 percent 
below the 2011 estimate and 14 
percent below the long-term 
average.

• Redhead abundance was 
unchanged from last year but 
89 percent above the long-term 
average.

• Canvasback abundance 
was 0.8 million, which was 10 
percent above last year’s esti-
mate and 33 percent above their 
long-term average

• The combined lesser and 
greater scaup abundance es-
timate was 5.2 million, which 
was 21 percent above the 2011 

estimate and 4 percent above 
the long-term average.

In the eastern survey area 
(northeastern United States and 
eastern Canada), the estimated 
abundance for American black 
duck, green-winged teal, and 
merganser populations showed 
an increase from 2011 estimates 
in this area. The survey showed 
declines in abundance for mal-
lards, goldeneyes, and ring-
necked ducks.. 

Habitat conditions observed 
across the survey areas during 
the 2012 Waterfowl Breeding 
Population and Habitat Survey 
were characterized by average 
to below-average moisture, 
especially in the southern por-
tions; due primarily to a mild 
winter and an early spring. 

The 2012 Survey’s estimate 
of ponds for the north-central 
U.S. was 1.7 million, which was 
49 percent below the 2011 esti-
mate of 3.2 million, and simi-
lar to the long-term average. 
Significant decreases in wet-
land numbers and conditions 
occurred in the U.S. Prairies 
during 2012. Nearly all of the 
north-central U.S. habitat was 
rated as good to excellent in 
2011; however, only the habitat 
in the coteau region of North 
and South Dakota was rated as 
good in 2012, and no areas were 
rated as excellent habitat this 
year. Drastic wetland declines 
in western South Dakota and 
Montana resulted in mostly 
poor to fair habitat conditions.

The annual Survey guides 
the Service’s waterfowl conser-
vation programs under author-
ity of the 1918 Migratory Bird 



48
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

October/November 2012                                                     Now in our Twentieth year                                                    www.Bdarn.com

Treaty Act. The Service works 
in partnership with state biolo-
gists from the four flyways – the 
Atlantic, Mississippi, Central 
and Pacific – to establish regula-
tory frameworks for waterfowl 
hunting season lengths, dates, 
and bag limits, derived in part 
from the data gathered through 
this annual survey.

The entire “Trends in Duck 
Breeding Populations, 1955-
2012” report can be down-
loaded from the Service's Web 
site at http://www.fws.gov/
migratorybirds. 

Service Proposes New 
Hunting Opportunities

 on National Wildlife Ref-
uges in 14 States 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service today announced a pro-
posal to open one new refuge to 
hunting and to expand hunting 
opportunities at 16 national 
wildlife refuges in 14 states. If 
approved, the proposal would 
provide additional public hunt-
ing opportunities in fulfillment 
of the National Wildlife Refuge 
System Improvement Act of 
1997. 

“The National Wildlife Ref-
uge System offers some of the 
best public hunting and fish-
ing around, helping to connect 
generations of Americans with 
this great outdoor tradition,” 
said Service Director Dan Ashe. 
“Our goal is to increase hunt-
ing opportunities for people 
of all ages and backgrounds, 
wherever these opportunities 
are compatible with refuge 
purposes.” 

Notice of the proposal was 

published in the Federal Regis-
ter on July 11, 2012; the public 
has until August 10, 2012, to 
comment on the proposed 
changes. See the proposed rule 
and instructions on where to 
submit comment here. Or visit 
http://www.fws.gov/refuges/
hunting/huntFishRegs.html. 

The proposal would open 
the Detroit River International 
Wildlife Refuge, MI, to migra-
tory bird hunting, upland game 
hunting and big game hunting 
for the first time since its estab-
lishment in 2001. The refuge is 
closed to sport fishing. 

The proposal calls for clo-
sure of Hakalau Forest National 
Wildlife Refuge, HI, to big game 
hunting. With this change, 
the refuge will be closed to all 
hunting activity. The refuge is 
also closed to sport fishing. The 
proposal also calls for closure 
of the Santee National Wildlife 
Refuge, SC, to migratory bird 
hunting. The refuge is open to 
sport fishing. 

All but two of the refuges in 
the proposal are open to sport 
fishing and would remain so. 

Other proposed changes 
are:   

* Big Muddy National Fish 
& Wildlife Refuge, MO: Expan-
sion of areas for migratory bird 
hunting, upland game hunting 
and big game hunting. The ref-
uge is also open to sport fishing.

* Big Oaks National Wild-
life Refuge, IN: Expansion of 
the refuge’s big game hunting 
area. The refuge is also open to 
upland game hunting and sport 
fishing.

* Block Island National 
Wildlife Refuge, RI: Addition 
of deer to the refuge’s big game 
hunting program. The refuge is 
also open to sport fishing.

* Bond Swamp National 
Wildlife Refuge, GA: Addition 
of migratory bird hunting and 
upland game hunting; expan-
sion of area for big game hunt-
ing and addition of wild turkey 
to big game hunting program. 
The refuge is also open to sport 
fishing.

* Chickasaw National Wild-
life Refuge, TN: Expansion of 
area for migratory bird hunting, 
upland game hunting and big 
game hunting. The refuge is 
also open to sport fishing.

* Deer Flat National Wild-
life Refuge, ID: Expansion of 
area for big game hunting. The 
refuge is also open to migra-
tory bird hunting, upland game 
hunting and sport fishing.

* Hagerman National Wild-
life Refuge, TX: Addition of 
turkey to species in big game 
hunting. The refuge is also open 
to migratory bird hunting, up-
land game hunting and sport 
fishing.

* Saddle Mountain (Han-
ford Reach) National Wildlife 
Refuge, WA: Expansion of area 
for migratory bird hunting, 
upland game hunting and big 
game hunting. Addition of chu-
kar (a member of the pheasant 
family) to upland game hunt-
ing program. The refuge is also 
open to sport fishing.

* Julia Butler Hanson Ref-
uge for the Columbian White-
Tailed Deer, OR: Expansion of 
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area for migratory bird hunting. 
The refuge is also open to sport 
fishing.

* Lower Hatchie National 
Wildlife Refuge, TN: Expansion 
of area for migratory bird hunt-
ing, upland game hunting and 
big game hunting. The refuge is 
also open to sport fishing.

* Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge, MN: Expan-
sion of area for migratory bird 
hunting, upland game hunting 
and big game hunting. The ref-
uge is also open to sport fishing.

* Ninigret National Wildlife 
Refuge, RI: Addition of deer to 
species for big game hunting 
program. The refuge is also 
open to sport fishing.

* Red Rock Lakes National 
Wildlife Refuge, MT: Expan-
sion of area for migratory bird 
hunting and big game hunting. 
The refuge is also open to sport 
fishing.

* Upper Ouachita National 
Wildlife Refuge, LA: Expansion 
of area for migratory bird hunt-
ing, upland game hunting and 
big game hunting. The refuge 
is open to sport fishing.

* Waccamaw National Wild-
life Refuge, SC: Expansion of 
area for big game hunting. Add 
woodcock to species for migra-
tory bird hunting. The refuge is 
also open to upland game hunt-
ing and sport fishing.

* William L. Finley National 
Wildlife Refuge, OR: Expansion 
of area for big game hunting. 
The refuge is also open to sport 
fishing.

While definitions of hunting 
categories vary by refuge and 

state, migratory bird hunting 
generally includes ducks and 
geese. Upland game hunting 
may cover such animals as 
game birds, rabbit, squirrel, 
opossum and coyote. Big game 
hunting may include such ani-
mals as wild turkey, deer and 
feral hogs.  

Under the National Wildlife 
Refuge System Improvement 
Act of 1997, the Service can 
permit hunting and fishing 
along with four other types of 
wildlife-dependent recreational 
uses where they are compatible 
with refuge purpose and mis-
sion. Hunting, within specified 
limits, is permitted on more 
than 300 national wildlife ref-
uges. Fishing is permitted on 
more than 270 national wildlife 
refuges. Other wildlife-depen-
dent recreation on national 
wildlife refuges includes wild-
life observation, photography, 
interpretation and education. 

The National Wildlife Ref-
uge System, managed by the 
Service, is the nation's premier 
system of public lands and 
waters set aside to conserve 
America's fish, wildlife and 
plants. 

IOWA
DUCK SEASON OPENS 
SEPTEMBER 22 IN ALL 

zONES
Iowa’s five day early duck 

season begins Sept. 22 amid 
some of the most challenging 
conditions hunters have faced 
in more than two decades. 

The drought has left most 
wetlands dry or nearly dry, con-

centrating hunters and ducks 
on the few wetlands that still 
have water. 

“Just about any marsh that 
has water in it has ducks on it,” 
said Guy Zenner, waterfowl 
biologist for the Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. 
“Duck production in the prairie 
pothole region of Canada was 
good this year, so we should 
have a good fall flight of ducks. 
In fact, we’ve already seen good 
numbers of blue-winged teal 
pass through.”

Zenner said hunters may 
need to consider hunting riv-
ers if they want to avoid the 
crowds. The low stream flows 
are almost creating small wet-
land-like pools that may be at-
tractive to ducks, particularly 
wood ducks. 

“There are very few places 
out there where you can hunt 
out of a boat,” he said. “The 
reservoirs are low with no 
water in the vegetation. Hunt-
ing Saylorville, Coralville, Red 
Rock or Rathbun may not be the 
best, but at least you will be able 
to get your boat on the water.”

The early season closes on 
Sept. 26.

The drought does have a 
silver lining for the future. 

Many wetlands had lost 
most of their beneficial habitat 
after many years of high water. 
The drought is allowing these 
dry marsh beds to re-vegetate 
with new plants that will cre-
ate excellent habitat when the 
water returns.

“That won’t help this year, 
unless we get a lot of rain in the 
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next few weeks, but it will be 
good in years to come,” Zenner 
said. 

The late duck season begins 
on Oct. 13 in the north zone, 
Oct. 20 in the south zone and 
Oct. 27 in the Missouri River 
zone.

EARLY GOOSE 
HUNTING 

OPPORTUNITIES 
LOOK GOOD

Goose hunters should have 
more opportunities to field 
hunt when the season opens 
this year than they do most 
years because the crop harvest 
has started earlier than usual. 

“Most goose hunting is 
done on land in harvested crop 
fields, so the drought should 
have less of an impact on these 
hunters,” Zenner said. 

The Canada goose season 
opens in the north zone on Sept. 
29, followed by south zone on 
Oct. 6 and the Missouri River 
zone on Oct. 13.

IOWA WETLAND 
REPORT AvAILABLE 

ONLINE
The Iowa Department of 

Natural Resources provides a 
report on Iowa’s wetland condi-
tions prior to each duck season 
opening. To see the report, go 
online:

www.iowadnr.gov/Hunt-
ing/MigratorygameBirds/
WetlandHabitatConditions.
aspx

IOWA PHEASANT 
POPULATION SHOWS 

INCREASE AFTER 
MILD WINTER AND 

SPRING
The Iowa Department of 

Natural Resources’ (DNR) 
2012 August Upland Wildlife 
Roadside Survey shows the 
statewide pheasant population 
has increased 16 percent when 
compared to last year.

“We expected to see an 
increase after the first mild 
winter in five years and we 
have, but it will take another 
two to three years of good 
weather for the population to 
fully recover from five straight 
years of heavy snow and cool 
wet springs,” said Todd Bo-
genschutz, upland wildlife 
research biologist for the DNR. 

The average birds counted 
per 30 mile route statewide in-
creased from 6.8 birds to 8 birds 
in 2012. The highest pheasant 
counts per route are in the 
northwest region, with 16, cen-
tral region, with 13, and north 
central region with 10. The 
survey also showed an increase 
in the number of partridge and 
quail, while cottontail numbers 
were unchanged. 

While the pheasant recov-
ery is not as large as predicted, 
it is a step in the right direction 
and hunters should see a few 
more birds while hunting this 
fall. The 2012 pheasant hunting 
season runs from October 27 
through January 10, 2013. 

“Well managed habitat is 
also critical for recovery,” Bo-
genschutz said. “The DNR has 

worked with private landown-
ers to improve wildlife habitat 
on more than 7,000 acres of 
private lands in exchange for 
access for hunters.” Informa-
tion on Iowa’s Habitat Access 
Program is available:

www.iowadnr.gov/Hunt-
ing/PlacestoHuntShoot/Habi-
tatAccessProgram.aspx  

The DNR has been work-
ing with Pheasants Forever 
to expand our cooperative 
partnership working with pri-
vate landowners to improve 
habitat.” An important part of 
this effort is the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) and 
this effort is critical for pheasant 
to recovery in Iowa.

“We no longer have hay 
or small grain fields to raise 
pheasants,” said Bogenschutz. 
“CRP is a key habitat for the 
birds on private lands.” U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
information shows 288 square 
miles of CRP fields expire next 
year in Iowa. 

The full roadside report 
can be downloaded from the 
department’s webpage:

ht tp ://www.iowadnr.
gov/Hunting/PheasantSmall-
game/AugustRoadsideSur-
veyData.aspx

KANSAS
YOUTH PHEASANT 

AND QUAIL SEASON 
NOv. 3-4

Young hunters get chance 
to hunt before regular pheasant 
and quail season opens 

Those of us who’ve hunted 
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pheasants and quail for years 
have the second Saturday in 
November indelibly marked 
on our mind’s calendar. That’s 
the traditional opening day of 
Kansas’ pheasant and quail 
seasons, and rain or shine, 
good bird populations or not, 
we’ll honor our bird hunting 
heritage and get out in the fields 
on opening day. However, the 
weekend before opening day is 
perhaps even more important 
to our youth and our hunting 
traditions. 

November 3-4 are reserved 
for youth 16 and younger to 
hunt pheasants and quail under 
adult supervision. The youth 
season was established as part 
of the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife, Parks and Tourism’s 
Pass It On program, which is 
designed to recruit and retain 
hunters. The youth season pro-
vides young hunters and their 
mentors the opportunity to be 
in the field before the crowds 
of opening day. Adults may not 
hunt. Public lands and Walk-In 
Hunting Access lands are open, 
and hunting pressure is usually 
light. Adult mentors can pass 
on their hunting knowledge to 
youth without giving up their 
own opening day traditions. 

Resident youth 15 and 
younger do not need anything 
other than an adult supervisor 
to hunt during the youth sea-
son. Hunter education certifica-
tion is recommended but not 
necessary as long as the youth 
hunts under adult supervision. 
Sixteen-year-old hunters need a 
hunting license and hunter edu-
cation is required to purchase 

a hunting license, unless they 
opt for the apprentice license. 
Anyone 16 or older who has not 
completed an approved hunter 
education course may purchase 
an apprentice license, which is a 
one-time deferral of the hunter 
education requirement. Adult 
supervision is required at all 
times for an apprentice license 
holder, even during the regular 
season. 

Daily bag limits during the 
youth pheasant and quail sea-
son are half those of the regular 
season; 2 rooster pheasants and 
4 quail. 

An annual resident hunt-
ing license is $20.50. However, 
resident youth age 16-21 qualify 
for a multi-year hunting license, 
which is valid through the year 
they turn 21. It’s a bargain at 
$42.50 for the hunting license 
and $72.50 for the combination 
hunting/fishing license. 

2012 UPLAND BIRD 
FORECAST ONLINE
While some areas of central, 

northcentral, and northwest 
Kansas may offer some good 
hunting, drought and heat have 
reduced bird numbers

The Kansas Department 
of Wildlife, Parks and Tour-
ism (KDWPT) has released its 
2012 Kansas Upland Bird Fore-
cast, and because of continued 
drought, the state will likely 
experience a below-average 
upland bird season this fall. 
Kansas upland bird hunters 
experienced a down season in 
2011, and this summer’s heat 
and drought in parts of the state 

have not improved upland bird 
prospects for 2012. For those 
willing to hunt hard, there will 
still be pockets of fair bird num-
bers, especially in the northern 
Flint Hills and northcentral and 
northwestern parts of the state. 

Although last winter was 
mild, winter precipitation is im-
portant for spring vegetation, 
which is critical to reproductive 
success, and most of Kansas 
did not get enough winter pre-
cipitation. Pheasant breeding 
populations showed significant 
reductions in 2012, especially 
in primary pheasant range in 
western Kansas. Spring came 
early and hot this year but also 
included fair spring moisture 
until early May, when the pre-
cipitation stopped. Then the 
state experienced record heat 
and drought through the rest of 
the reproductive season. 

Early nesting conditions 
were generally good for prai-
rie chickens and pheasants. 
However, the primary nesting 
habitat for pheasants in western 
Kansas is winter wheat, and in 
2012, Kansas had one of the ear-
liest wheat harvests on record. 
Wheat harvest can destroy 
nests and very young broods. 
The early harvest likely low-
ered pheasant nest- and early-
brood success. The intense heat 
and lack of rain in June and July 
resulted in decreased brood 
cover and insect populations, 
causing lower chick survival for 
all upland game birds. 

Because of drought, all 
counties in Kansas were opened 
to Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) emergency haying 
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or grazing. Many CRP fields, in-
cluding Walk In Hunting Areas 
(WIHA), may be affected. Kan-
sas has more than one million 
acres of WIHA (atlases avail-
able online at ksoutdoors.com 
or at any license vendor). Often, 
older stands of CRP grass need 
disturbance, and haying and 
grazing can improve habitat 
for the next breeding season 
and ultimately be beneficial if 
weather is favorable. 

The regular opening date 
for the pheasant and quail sea-
sons is Nov. 10 for the entire 
state. The previous weekend — 
Nov. 3-4 — is the special youth 
pheasant and quail season. 
Youth participating in the spe-
cial season must be 16 years old 
or younger and accompanied 
by a non-hunting adult who is 
18 or older. All public wildlife 
areas and WIHA tracts will be 
open for public access during 
the special youth season. 

Pheasant
Pheasant breeding popu-

lations dropped by nearly 50 
percent or more across pheas-
ant range from 2011 to 2012, 
resulting in fewer adult hens 
in the population to start the 
2012 nesting season. Drought 
has resulted in less cover and 
insects needed for good pheas-
ant reproduction. Additionally, 
winter wheat serves as ma-
jor nesting habitat for pheas-
ants in western Kansas, and 
a record early wheat harvest 
this summer likely destroyed 
some nests and young broods. 
Then the hot, dry weather set 
in from May to August, the 
primary brood-rearing period 

for pheasants. Insufficient pre-
cipitation and lack of habitat 
and insects throughout the 
state’s primary pheasant range 
resulted in limited produc-
tion. This will reduce hunting 
prospects compared to recent 
years. However, some good op-
portunities to harvest roosters 
in the Sunflower State remain, 
especially for those willing to 
work for their birds. Though 
the drought has taken its toll, 
Kansas still contains a pheasant 
population that will produce a 
harvest in the top three or four 
major pheasant states this year. 

The best areas this year will 
likely be pockets of northwest 
and northcentral Kansas. Popu-
lations in southwest Kansas 
were hit hardest by the 2011-
2012 drought (72 percent de-
cline in breeding population), 
and a very limited amount of 
production occurred this sea-
son due to continued drought 
and limited breeding popula-
tions. 

Quail
The bobwhite breeding 

population in 2012 was gener-
ally stable or improved com-
pared to 2011. Areas in the 
northern Flint Hills and parts of 
northeast Kansas experienced 
improved production this year. 
Much of eastern Kansas has 
seen consistent declines in quail 
populations in recent decades. 
After many years of depressed 
populations, this year ’s re-
bound in quail reproduction 
in eastern Kansas is welcome, 
but overall populations are still 
below historic averages. The 
best quail hunting will be found 

throughout the northern Flint 
Hills and parts of central Kan-
sas. Prolonged drought likely 
impaired production in central 
and western Kansas. 

Prairie Chicken
Kansas is home to greater 

and lesser prairie chickens. 
Both species require a land-
scape of predominately native 
grass. Lesser prairie chickens 
are found in westcentral and 
southwestern Kansas in native 
prairie and nearby stands of 
native grass in CRP. Greater 
prairie chickens are found 
primarily in the tallgrass and 
mixed-grass prairies in the 
eastern one-third and northern 
one-half of the state. 

The spring prairie chicken 
lek survey indicated that most 
populations remained stable 
or declined from last year. 
Declines were likely due to 
extreme drought throughout 
2011. Areas of northcentral 
and northwest Kansas fared 
the best, while areas in south-
central and southwest Kan-
sas experienced the sharpest 
declines where drought was 
most severe. Many areas in the 
Flint Hills were not burned this 
spring due to drought. This 
resulted in far more residual 
grass cover for much improved 
nesting conditions compared to 
recent years. There have been 
some reports of prairie chicken 
broods in these areas, and hunt-
ing will likely be somewhat 
improved compared to recent 
years. 

Because of recent increases 
in prairie chicken (both spe-
cies) populations in northwest 
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Kansas, regulations have been 
revised this year. The early prai-
rie chicken season (Sept. 15-Oct. 
15) and two-bird bag limit has 
been extended into northwest 
Kansas. The northwest unit 
boundary has also been revised 
to include areas north of U.S. 
Highway 96 and west of U.S. 
Highway 281. Additionally, 
all prairie chicken hunters are 
now required to purchase a 
$2.50 prairie chicken permit. 
This permit will allow KDWPT 
to better track hunters and 
harvest, which will improve 
habitat management practices. 
Both species of prairie chicken 
are of conservation concern, 
and the lesser prairie chicken is 
a candidate species for federal 
listing under the Endangered 
Species Act. 

A detailed 2012 Kansas Up-
land Bird Hunting Forecast is 
available online at the KDWPT 
website, ksoutdoors.com. Click 
"Hunting/Upland Birds/Up-
land Bird Regional Forecast" for 
the complete report. 

CROP MANIPULATION 
MAY MAKE FIELDS 

OFF-LIMITS TO 
WATERFOWL 

HUNTING
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice issues guidelines, warning
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (USFWS) reminds all 
hunters and landowners of 
federal waterfowl hunting 
regulations concerning crop 
manipulation (baiting). Farm 
producers who use their land 
for hunting or lease the hunt-

ing rights on their land need 
to make sure they are follow-
ing federal waterfowl hunting 
regulations concerning baiting. 

“Waterfowl hunters or land 
managers bear responsibility to 
know and obey all federal and 
state laws regarding migrat-
ing waterfowl,” says Kenny 
Kessler, USFWS special agent. 
“Legal waterfowl hunting can 
occur on manipulated crops 
only if the crop is ‘normally’ 
harvested. Rotary mowing of a 
corn crop, for example, would 
not be a ‘normal’ harvest, and 
hunting waterfowl would not 
be allowed on or near the areas 
manipulated.” 

Hunters should avoid hunt-
ing waterfowl over unharvest-
ed crops that have been tram-
pled by livestock or subjected 
to other types of manipulations, 
such as disked down crops 
where grain has been scattered 
or exposed. Areas where grain 
is present and stored, such as 
grain elevators and grain bins, 
are illegal to hunt waterfowl 
over, as are areas where grain 
is present for the purpose of 
feeding livestock. Additionally, 
hunting over freshly-planted 
wildlife food plots that contain 
exposed grain is illegal. Finally, 
it’s illegal to hunt croplands 
where a crop has been har-
vested and the removed grain is 
redistributed or “added back” 
onto the area where grown. 

On the other hand, wa-
terfowl hunting is allowed in 
fields of unharvested standing 
crops, including over standing 
crops that have been flooded. 
It’s also permissible to flood 

fields after crops are harvested 
and use these areas for water-
fowl hunting. It’s advisable for 
landowners to follow normal 
harvesting timelines if corn 
fields are planned to be used 
for hunting waterfowl. 

For additional information, 
see Waterfowl Hunting and 
Baiting and Dove Hunting and 
Baiting on the USFWS website, 
www.fws.gov, or contact phone 
785-232-5149 or 316-788-4474.

KENTUCKY
KENTUCKIANS GET 
CHANCE AT POLLS 

TO ENSURE RIGHT TO 
HUNT AND FISH

 Kentuckians get the op-
portunity during next month's 
elections to constitutionally so-
lidify their hunting and fishing 
heritage by voting for a consti-
tutional amendment that guar-
antees their personal right to 
hunt, fish and harvest wildlife 
through traditional methods. 

The 2011 Kentucky gen-
eral Assembly overwhelm-
ingly passed House Bill 1, also 
known as "The Right to Hunt 
and Fish," which established a 
ballot initiative during the No-
vember 2012 general election. 

The Kentucky Department 
of Fish and Wildlife Resources 
worked closely with the bill's 
sponsors, as did the League 
of Kentucky Sportsmen and 
the National Rifle Association. 
The Commonwealth is seek-
ing to join more than a dozen 
other states that already have 
passed constitutional hunt-
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ing or fishing guarantees, in-
cluding Arkansas, Alabama, 
California, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Minnesota, 
Montana, North Dakota, Okla-
homa, Rhode Island, Vermont, 
Virginia, Wisconsin and Alaska. 

Idaho and Nebraska voters 
also get the chance to amend 
their constitutions with similar 
amendments next month. 

The full text of the HB1/ 
Constitutional Amendment 
reads: 

"The citizens of Kentucky 
have the personal right to hunt, 
fish, and harvest wildlife, using 
traditional methods, subject 
only to statutes enacted by the 
Legislature, and to administra-
tive regulations adopted by the 
designated state agency to pro-
mote wildlife conservation and 
management and to preserve 
the future of hunting and fish-
ing. Public hunting and fishing 
shall be a preferred means of 
managing and controlling wild-
life. This section shall not be 
construed to modify any provi-
sion of law relating to trespass, 
property rights, or the regula-
tion of commercial activities." 

Preserving Kentucky's rich 
hunting and fishing heritage 
remains central, but hunting, 
fishing and wildlife-related 
recreation also are tremendous 
economic engines in today's 
Commonwealth. They gener-
ate more than $3 billion in eco-
nomic impact and 34,000 jobs 
annually. They produce nearly 
$209 million in state and local 
tax revenues. 

"Kentucky was known as 
the Happy Hunting Ground 

long before it became a state, 
and Kentuckians today still 
enjoy hunting and fishing at 
higher rates than the national 
average," said Dr. Jon Gas-
sett, commissioner of the Ken-
tucky Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources. "We are 
fortunate to have the chance 
next month at the polls to join 
many other states that have 
already taken steps to ensure 
that heritage continues for our 
grandchildren and theirs." 

WATERFOWL 
BLIND DRAWING 

DATE SET FOR 
SLOUGHS WILDLIFE 

MANAGEMENT AREA
The waterfowl blind draw-

ing for Sloughs Wildlife Man-
agement Area (WMA) will be 
held at Union County Middle 
School in Morganfield at 7 p.m. 
(Central time) Tuesday, Sept. 
25. Registration will begin at 6 
p.m. (Central time). The school 
is located off U.S. 60. 

This drawing is for blinds 
on the grassy Pond-Powell’s 
Lake and a portion of the High-
land Creek Unit. 

Blind sites on the Crenshaw 
and Duncan II tracts of Sloughs 
WMA are allotted under the 
regular quota hunt system. 
Hunters wishing to apply for 
a quota hunt on Slough WMA 
may do so during the month 
of September only by calling 
1-877-598-2401, or by going 
online to the website of the Ken-
tucky Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources at fw.ky.gov. 

Those hunters interested 

in participating in the Slough 
WMA waterfowl blind drawing 
must be at least 18 years of age 
and possess a valid 2012-2013 
Kentucky hunting license, a 
Kentucky waterfowl permit 
and a federal migratory bird 
permit (duck stamp) at the time 
of the drawing. 

Hunters drawn for blinds 
on Sloughs WMA are respon-
sible for locating, preparing and 
maintaining the blind site for 
the duration of the 2012-2013 
waterfowl seasons. Each drawn 
hunter may select a co-owner 
of the blind site for use in the 
absence of the hunter drawn. 
The co-owner must be present 
at the drawing. 

Hunters may construct a 
permanent blind or use a boat 
or portable blind, but each 
blind site must be permanent-
ly pinned with a permanent 
marker identifying permit 
holders for the site. Those hunt-
ers selected hold first rights for 
use of the blind site, but these 
blinds sites open to public use 
if the selected hunters are not in 
the blinds by 30 minutes before 
shooting time. 

LOUISIANA
LDWF AGENTS 

SEIzE 51 TEAL ON 
CATAHOULA LAKE
Louisiana Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries Enforce-
ment Division agents cited 
eight men for allegedly possess-
ing over the limit of migratory 
game birds on Catahoula Lake 
in LaSalle Parish on Sept. 15 
and 16.
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Agents were on patrol on 
Catahoula Lake on Sept. 15 
when they came in contact 
with four men that were leav-
ing their hunting area. During 
a license and limit inspection, 
agents found the men in pos-
session of 28 teal, which put 
them 12 over the limit. The 
men stated they were unaware 
of the four teal per person per 
day possession limit.

John P. Randall, 28, of Ura-
nia, Jereme B. Johnson, 27, of 
Ruston, Clint L. Cooksey, 27, 
of Jena, and Steven C. Douglas, 
28, of Olla were issued state ci-
tations for possessing over the 
limit of migratory game birds.

On Sept. 16 on Catahoula 
Lake agents came in contact 
with four more men that were 
leaving their hunting area. 
Agents again performed a li-
cense and limit inspection and 
found them in possession of 23 
teal, which put them seven over 
the limit.

Casey M. Deville, 17, of 
Lecompte, Dusty D. Ducote, 
18, of Alexandria, Austin G. 
Linzay, 18, of Lecompte, and 
Brandon L. Simmons, 21, of 
Marksville, were issued cita-
tions for possessing over the 
limit of migratory game birds. 

Agents seized the 51 teal 
from the eight men and do-
nated them to charity.

Violating state migratory 
waterfowl violations brings a 
$400 to $950 fine and up to 120 
days in jail.

Agents involved in the case 
were Senior Agents Troy Mayo 
and Joey Merrill.

For more information, con-
tact Adam Einck at 225-765-
2465 or aeinck@wlf.la.gov.

MAINE
MDIFW: THIRD 

WATERFOWL 
HUNTING zONE 

ADDED
The Maine Department of 

Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 
has added a third waterfowl 
hunting zone south of Route 1 
from Kittery to Calais, Maine.

The waterfowl hunting sea-
son dates for this new Coastal 
Zone begin October 1 to Octo-
ber 20, 2012, followed by a four 
week hiatus before the second 
part of the waterfowl hunting 
season from November 19, 2012 
to January 5, 2013.

Defini t ion for  South/
Coastal Zone Line: Maine-New 
Brunswick border in Calais at 
the Route 1 bridge, south along 
Route 1 to the Maine-New 
Hampshire border in Kittery.

This modification to the 
Maine waterfowl hunting zones 
is part of an effort to provide 
waterfowl hunters with an op-
portunity to harvest waterfowl 
that migrate to the coast of 
Maine from November to early 
January. Prior to this addition, 
coastal waterfowl hunters were 
subject to the same season dates 
as the Southern Zone.

There will be two youth 
waterfowl hunting days in the 
Coastal Zone. They are Sept. 22 
and November 17, 2012.

For more information on the 
current Maine waterfowl hunt, 

visit www.maine.gov/ifw/
laws_rules/hunting_trapping/
mig_birdlaws.htm#schedule.

MARYLAND
CANADA GOOSE 
HUNTING DATES 

ESTABLISHED FOR 
TUCKAHOE STATE 

PARK COMPLEx
All applications due by Oc-

tober 23 
Annapolis, Md. (Septem-

ber 7, 2012) ? With the recent 
approval of the late Maryland 
waterfowl seasons and bag lim-
its, the Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) 
finalized the dates for hunting 
migratory Canada geese for 
the facilities of the Tuckahoe 
State Park Complex. This area 
includes Tuckahoe State Park, 
Sassafras Natural Resource 
Management Area (NRMA) 
and Wye Island NRMA. All 
migratory goose hunting will 
be by permit only, which can 
only be obtained through the 
lottery drawing. 

Tuckahoe State Park/Sas-
safras NRMA: Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Saturdays only, from 
November 17-22, 2012 and from 
December 11, 2012 - January 29, 
2013 (excluding January 5 at 
Sassafras NRMA due to overlap 
with late deer firearms season

Hunters may obtain an ap-
plication online at dnr.mary-
land.gov/publiclands/east-
ern/tuckahoe.asp or by mail 
by sending a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to Tuckahoe 
State Park (address below). 
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Only one application per hunt-
er is permitted.

Completed applications 
should be mailed along with a 
self-addressed, stamped enve-
lope to: Tuckahoe State Park, 
13070 Crouse Mill Road, Queen 
Anne, MD 21657. 

Wye Island NRMA: Tues-
days, Thursdays and Saturdays 
only, from December 11, 2012 
- January 29, 2013. 

Hunters may obtain an 
application online dnr.mary-
land.gov/publiclands/east-
ern/wyeisland.asp or by mail 
by sending a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to Wye Is-
land NRMA (address below). 
Only one application per hunt-
er is permitted.

Completed applications 
should be mailed along with a 
self-addressed, stamped enve-
lope to Wye Island NRMA, 632 
Wye Island Road, Queenstown, 
MD 21658.

Applications for all areas 
must be received by 4:30 p.m. 
on October 19, 2012. Permits 
will be selected by random 
drawing on October 23, 2012 
at 1 p.m. Permit recipients will 
be notified of their hunting date 
and pit/blind location by mail; 
results of the drawing will not 
be given out over the telephone.

Hunters at each of the three 
facilities must hunt from their 
assigned pit/blind only. Hunt-
ing hours are from one-half 
hour before sunrise to 1 p.m. 
at Wye Island and Sassafras 
NRMAs, and from one-half 
hour before sunrise until one-
half hour after sunset at Tucka-

hoe. 
Canada geese, snow geese 

and other waterfowl harvested 
will be considered part of the 
daily and season bag limit. 
Hunters should consult the 
Maryland Guide to Hunting 
and Trapping 2012-2013 for 
details. Hunting parties are lim-
ited to four people. All mem-
bers of the party must possess a 
valid hunting license as well as 
a Managed Hunt Permit.

Driving and parking is per-
mitted in designated areas only, 
which will be posted. Hunting 
permits must be displayed on 
the dashboard of the vehicle. 
Visitors must keep vehicles on 
designated roadways. Hand-
carts and sleds are permissible 
to haul gear to pit/blind. 

More information about 
goose hunting in Tuckahoe 
and/or Sassafras is available by 
calling 410-820-1668, and Wye 
Island NRMA at 410-827-7577 
during regular business hours.

Contact: Josh Davidsburg
410-260-8002 office I 410-

507-7526 cell
jdavidsburg@dnr.state.

md.us

MICHIGAN
TIMBERDOODLES, 

GOATSUCKERS AND 
OTHER WILDLIFE 

WILL BENEFIT FROM 
PARTNERSHIP TO 
CREATE YOUNG 
ASPEN FOREST 

HABITAT
Have you ever heard of a 

timberdoodle? A goatsucker? 
Both are nicknames for birds 
found in Michigan's young 
aspen forests.

The woodcock, nicknamed 
the timberdoodle for its long 
beak - which it uses to probe 
in moist soil looking for earth-
worms - is a prized upland 
bird game species. The whip-
poor-will, or goatsucker, has the 
familiar "whip-poor-will" song 
that many people recognize. 
Both of these birds, along with 
many other wildlife species, 
depend on young aspen forests 
to survive.

Young aspen forests must 
be intensively managed or, as 
time passes, they will grow 
into older forests. Historically 
in Michigan, young forests 
occurred in areas where there 
were significant weather events 
or large wildfires. The wind 
would blow over a large area 
of trees or a large fire would 
burn acres of trees, allowing a 
new, young forest to appear. In 
addition to natural events like 
wind and fire, humans also 
created young forest as land 
was cleared in the late 1800s 
for farming and wood products 
and pockets of young forests 
were planted and scattered 
across the landscape.

Young aspen forests contain 
many trees close together, pro-
viding great cover for wildlife 
and reducing the threat of 
predators. In addition, these 
forests provide a bounty of 
food, from the buds on the trees 
to the insects found on and in 
the ground.

Recently, the Department of 
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Natural Resources, the Ruffed 
Grouse Society and the Con-
servation Resource Alliance 
have teamed together to focus 
on maintaining young forests 
in a core area of the northern 
Lower Peninsula. This core 
area in Emmet County, selected 
because woodcock populations 
are abundant here, holds great 
potential for creating additional 
young aspen forests based on 
the current forest conditions.

"The only way we can have 
young aspen forests is to cre-
ate them," said DNR game 
bird biologist Al Stewart. "We 
can assist landowners who are 
interested in providing this 
valuable habitat, which benefits 
many different wildlife species, 
both hunting and non-hunting 
interests."

Teams of resource profes-
sionals are currently work-
ing with private landowners, 
power line companies and state 
forest systems to put young 
aspen forest habitat back on 
the landscape. There are many 
species besides woodcock and 
whip-poor-wills that benefit, 
such as white-tailed deer, tur-
key, snowshoe hare, golden 
winged warbler and ruffed 
grouse.

Landowners in the northern 
Lower Peninsula who are in-
terested in young aspen forest 
habitat management can con-
tact Brian Piccolo at 989-275-
5151 or go to Managing Michi-
gan's Wildlife: A Landowner's 
guide at www.michigan.gov/
landownersguide.

The Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources is com-

mitted to the conservation, pro-
tection, management, use and 
enjoyment of the state's natural 
and cultural resources for cur-
rent and future generations. For 
more information, go to www.
michigan.gov/dnr.

Low lake levels affect water-
fowl hunting

Contact: Joseph Robison, 
734-379-9692 

Agency: Natural Resources 

State conservation officials 
today reported that waterfowl 
hunters throughout Saginaw 
Bay will see low water levels 
that could make for challenging 
hunting conditions this season.

Lake Huron is almost 2 feet 
below its long-term average 
and 9 inches below last year's 
level. The Great Lakes are all 
beginning their seasonal de-
cline, which will likely reduce 
the water level on Lake Huron 
another 1-3 inches this fall. 
Drought conditions throughout 
the upper Great Lakes region 
during spring and much of 
summer will exacerbate the 
seasonal decline.

As a result, many hunting 
zones may not be flooded at 
the Nayanquing Point and Fish 
Point state wildlife areas for the 
Oct. 6 waterfowl opener in the 
South Zone. Area managers are 
currently pumping water as 
conditions allow, particularly 
on days when favorable north-
erly winds are present.

Hunting conditions are ex-
pected to be better at the Shia-
wassee River State Game Area. 
There, most hunting zones are 

expected to be flooded for the 
opening weekend. Waterfowl 
hunting opportunities at the 
Quanicassee, Wigwam Bay, 
Crow Island and Wildfowl Bay 
wildlife areas along the Sagi-
naw Bay will also be difficult. 
Hunters will notice drier condi-
tions than previous years.

Waterfowl hunters are en-
couraged to scout boat launch 
conditions prior to hunting 
since access to water may be 
difficult, especially for owners 
of large watercraft. Shifting 
winds can cause lake water to 
recede or rise very quickly. Boat 
owners should use caution to 
avoid being stranded on sand 
bars.

Despite low water condi-
tions, duck and goose numbers 
are currently very good. Hunt-
ers who scout and adapt their 
hunting techniques to shallow 
water conditions should expect 
good hunting success this year. 
In addition, numbers of div-
ing ducks, such as scaup and 
redheads, are up this year and 
opportunities for deeper, open-
water hunting of these species 
should be abundant.

Hunting conditions will be 
posted online for each area on 
the Wetland Wonders website, 
www.michigan.gov/wetland-
wonders, under the "Manager's 
Update" links found under the 
Seven Wonders heading. For 
more information about current 
hunting conditions, hunters can 
call the following managed wa-
terfowl area offices: Fish Point 
at (989) 674-2511, Nayanquing 
Point at (989) 697-5101, Crow 
Island at (989) 684-7734 or Shia-
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wassee River at (989) 865-6211.
The Michigan Department 

of Natural Resources is com-
mitted to the conservation, pro-
tection, management, use and 
enjoyment of the state's natural 
and cultural resources for cur-
rent and future generations. For 
more information, go to www.
michigan.gov/dnr.

MINNESOTA
GOOD DUCK 

OPENER ExPECTED; 
PRESEASON LICENSE 

SALES UP
When Minnesota’s water-

fowl season opens Saturday, 
hunting is likely to be pretty 
good.

That from the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR), which reports 
that record continental duck 
breeding populations com-
bined with low water levels 
across the much of the state 
will work to the hunter’s ad-
vantage.

“A pile of ducks are coming 
down from Canada and they 
are going to be more concen-
trated this year because of less 
water across the landscape,” 
said Steve Cordts, the DNR’s 
waterfowl specialist. “Some-
where someone is going to have 
the best duck hunting they’ve 
ever had.”

Cordts said the Sept. 22 
opener – the earliest since 
World War II days – also will 
help hunters be more success-
ful. That’s because wood ducks 
and teal, early migrants, should 

still be abundant throughout 
the state. Moreover, the DNR 
has split the state into three 
hunting zones with different 
dates as part of an effort to 
provide additional hunting 
opportunity as birds migrate 
from north to south. By add-
ing a third zone in southern 
Minnesota the hunting season 
now extends through the first 
weekend in December.

“There’s a lot of opportu-
nity this year,” said Cordts. 
“The duck hunter who moves 
around the state can hunt for 
more than 70 days.”

Cordts said teal and wood 
ducks are migrating out of the 
state every day but more of 
them will be around this week-
end than if the season opened 
the following weekend. He 
also noted that Minnesota has 
good numbers of molt migrant 
Canada geese moving into the 
state. These are nonbreeding 
birds that were in Minnesota 
this spring, migrated this sum-
mer north to the Hudson Bay to 
shed their flight feathers, and 
are just now returning to Min-
nesota for the fall. These birds 
have not yet been hunted.

It’s possible that more duck 
hunters will be hitting the 
swamps and sloughs this fall 
than in recent years, too.

As of last week, water-
fowl stamp sales were running 
ahead of last year and so were 
youth small game license sales 
that indicated the licensee in-
tended to hunt migratory birds.

“We won’t have a final li-
cense tally until the season ends 
on Dec. 2, but it’s good to see 

preseason interest above that of 
last year,” said Steve Merchant, 
acting DNR wildlife chief.

As of Sept. 14, Minnesota 
duck stamp sales totaled 46,001 
compared with 44,479 in 2011 
for the same time period. Youth 
small game license sales with a 
Harvest Information Program 
certification totaled 7,194 this 
year compared to 5,879 last 
year.

The Minnesota DNR issued 
89,520 state waterfowl stamps 
last year, up from the previous 
year but below the 100,000-plus 
licenses sold from 1990 through 
2007.

Merchant said there is no 
one explanation for why wa-
terfowl hunting interest is 
rebounding, but record conti-
nental duck breeding numbers, 
early openers this year, long 
seasons and other organiza-
tions’ efforts to get kids out-
doors are all likely factors.

The DNR will post a weekly 
waterfowl migration report 
each week during the duck sea-
son. The first report should be 
posted by early Friday online.

“If you’ve been sitting on 
the duck hunting sidelines, this 
would be a great year to get 
back in the game,” said Mer-
chant. “You may have to drive 
a bit based on your local water 
conditions – but where there 
is good water there should be 
good duck numbers.”

Waterfowl hunting regula-
tions are available wherever 
DNR licenses are sold and 
online.
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SMALL GAME 
HUNTING BIG 

OPPORTUNITY FOR 
NEW HUNTERS

Minnesota small game 
hunting seasons are an ideal 
way for friends and families to 
get outdoors and discover the 
opportunities Minnesota has 
to offer, according to the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR).

Small game hunting starts 
on Saturday, Sept. 15, when the 
seasons for ruffed grouse, rab-
bit and squirrel begin.

“Small game season is a 
forgotten pleasure,” said Mike 
Kurre, DNR mentoring pro-
gram coordinator. “With noth-
ing more than a small caliber 
rifle or shotgun, a bit of pa-
tience and some blaze orange, 
Minnesota’s fields and forests 
are there to be explored and 
enjoyed.”

Small game hunting is inex-
pensive. Youth licenses (age 15 
and under) are free and those 
for 16 and 17 year olds are just 
$12.50, a discount from the 
standard license price of $19.

Hunters must meet firearms 
safety requirements or obtain 
an apprentice hunter validation 
and go afield with a licensed 
hunter. Minnesota’s appren-
tice hunter validation program 
enables those who need but 
have not completed firearms 
safety training to hunt under 
prescribed conditions designed 
to ensure a safe hunt.

“Once you’re in the field, 
careful observation of wildlife 
habits and a bit of stealth will 

begin to give small game hunt-
ers the experience they need,” 
Kurre said.

Minnesota offers public 
hunting on more than 1.4 mil-
lion acres of wildlife manage-
ment areas, 15,000 acres of 
Walk-In Access lands in south-
ern Minnesota, and millions of 
acres of state forests.

Grouse hunters have access 
to 528 designated hunting areas 
in the ruffed grouse range cov-
ering nearly 1 million acres, 43 
designated ruffed grouse man-
agement areas and 600 miles of 
hunter walking trails.

Lingering summer foli-
age early in the season makes 
harvesting grouse challenging, 
said Ted Dick, DNR grouse co-
ordinator. But, he said, learning 
where and when grouse can be 
flushed is beneficial knowledge 
that hunters can use as colors 
change in the woods and leaves 
drop.

“Flush rates and total har-
vest probably will decline be-
cause we’re on the downward 
side of the 10-year grouse popu-
lation cycle,” Dick said. “But 
Minnesota offers some of the 
best grouse hunting in the 
country and, even in down 
years, has flush rates that hunt-
ers in other states envy.”

In northwestern Minnesota, 
the sandhill crane season also 
begins Sept. 15. Waterfowl 
season opens statewide on 
Saturday, Sept. 22, as does the 
season on woodcock, a wood-
land migratory bird. Pheasant 
season opens Saturday, Oct. 13.

Complete  information 

about Minnesota hunting sea-
sons is available online.

 
MINNESOTA’S 

PHEASANT INDEx UP 
68 PERCENT FROM 2011

A mild winter followed by 
a warm spring contributed to a 
significant increase in Minneso-
ta’s pheasant count, according 
to the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR).

The pheasant population 
index increased 68 percent from 
2011. Pheasant hunters are ex-
pected to harvest about 290,000 
roosters this fall. That’s up from 
last year’s estimated harvest 
of 204,000 but roughly half the 
number taken during the 2005-
2008 seasons when hunting was 
exceptionally good.

“While the 2012 increase 
reflects movement in a posi-
tive direction, the counts still 
remain 51 percent below the 
10-year average,” said Kurt 
Haroldson, the DNR biologist 
who compiled the survey.

While favorable weather 
worked in the birds’ favor this 
year, their long-term success is 
more closely linked to habitat 
than annual variations in snow-
fall, rainfall and temperature.

“The state’s pheasant popu-
lation is linked more closely to 
quantity and quality of habi-
tat than annual differences in 
weather,” Haroldson said.

The pheasant population 
estimate is part of the DNR’s 
annual roadside wildlife sur-
vey. The survey summarizes 
roadside counts of pheasants, 
gray (Hungarian) partridge, 
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cottontail rabbits, white-tailed 
jackrabbits and other wildlife 
observed in the early morning 
hours during the first half of 
August throughout the farm-
land region of Minnesota.

The highest pheasant counts 
were in the west central region, 
where observers reported 58 
birds per 100 miles of survey 
driven. Hunters will find good 
harvest opportunities in por-
tions of west central, east cen-
tral and southwest Minnesota.

The most important habitat 
for pheasants is grassland that 
remains undisturbed during 
the nesting season. Protected 
grasslands account for about 6 
percent of the state’s pheasant 
range. Farmland retirement 
programs such as Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program 
(CRP), Reinvest in Minnesota 
and Wetlands Reserve Program 
make up the largest portion 
of protected grasslands in the 
state.

High land rental rates and 
competing uses for farmland 
diminish the economic attrac-
tiveness of farmland conser-
vation programs. During the 
next three years, contracts for 
620,000 acres of CRP lands 
are scheduled to expire. If not 
re-enrolled, this would reduce 
CRP acres in Minnesota by 42 
percent.

Minnesota’s pheasant pop-
ulation largely has mirrored 
what’s happened on the land.

“Pheasant numbers were 
higher during the small, diver-
sified farming days from rough-
ly 1931 to 1964 when habitat 
was more abundant,” Harold-

son said. “Pheasant numbers 
declined during the intensive 
farming boom from 1965-1986 
as field sizes grew and habitat 
shrank. Then, pheasant num-
bers rebounded when CRP 
began in 1987. However, enroll-
ment in that program peaked 
several years ago, and further 
declines will not bode well for 
future pheasant populations.”

To help offset continued 
habitat losses caused by reduc-
tions in conservation set-aside 
acreage, DNR has accelerated 
acquisition of wildlife man-
agement areas in the farmland 
region of Minnesota. DNR also 
supports habitat conservation 
on private lands by working 
with a variety of partners in 
the Farm Bill Assistance Part-
nership and Working Lands 
Initiative. More than 15,000 
acres of private property have 
been opened to public hunting 
through the state’s Walk-In Ac-
cess program.

The August roadside sur-
vey, which began in the late 
1940s, was standardized in 
1955. DNR conservation of-
ficers and wildlife managers 
in the farmland region of Min-
nesota conduct the survey 
during the first half of August. 
This year’s survey consisted of 
171 routes, each 25 miles long, 
with 152 routes located in the 
ring-necked pheasant range. 
The complete report is available 
online. 

Observers drive each route 
in early morning and record the 
number and species of wildlife 
they see. The data provide an 
index of relative abundance 

and are used to monitor annual 
changes and long term trends 
in populations of ring-necked 
pheasants, gray partridge, east-
ern cottontail rabbits, white 
tailed jackrabbits and other 
select wildlife species.

The gray partridge index 
also increased from last year 
and is similar to the 10-year 
average. The cottontail rabbit 
index remains below the 10-
year and long-term average. 
The jackrabbit index was 96 
percent below the long-term 
average. Finally, the mourn-
ing dove index was 36 percent 
above last year but similar to 
the 10-year average.

 
ADDITION OF NEARLY 
6,000 ACRES TO WMA’S 
ADDS OPPORTUNITY

Minnesota’s hunters, wild-
life enthusiasts, and wildlife 
populations will benefit from 
the recent addition of 5,778 
acres to the state’s wildlife man-
agement area (WMA) system, 
according to the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources 
(DNR).

Much of this newly pro-
tected land is in the southern 
half of the state. It includes an 
expansion of 17 WMAs and the 
addition of six new WMAs.

Many areas will be open for 
public use when the fall hunt-
ing seasons start in September. 
The remainder will be ready 
later this year or early next year 
for public use. WMAs are open 
to public hunting and other 
compatible uses such as hiking, 
bird watching and snowshoe-
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ing.
DNR Commissioner Tom 

Landwehr thanked Pheasants 
Forever, The Nature Conser-
vancy (TNC), Cass County, The 
Trust for Public Land, Minneso-
ta Sharp-Tailed Grouse Society 
and Ducks Unlimited for their 
partnership in protecting more 
than half of these acres.

“Partners are the key to 
conservation,” said Landwehr. 
“We appreciate the help of these 
groups, our sportsmen for the 
legacy they leave for future 
generations of hunters and 
wildlife enthusiasts.”

Nearly 1,500 acres were 
purchased with funding from 
the Outdoor Heritage Fund, 
one of four funds created by the 
Clean Water, Land and Legacy 
Amendment, which receives 
one-third of the money raised 
by the state sales tax increase 
approved by Minnesota citi-
zens in 2008.

According to Kim Hen-
nings, DNR wildlife land acqui-
sition coordinator, other major 
funding sources were the Rein-
vest in Minnesota (RIM) Criti-
cal Habitat Matching program 
and the $6.50 surcharge on the 
small game license.

Most of the RIM match-
ing dollars came from the sale 
of the critical habitat license 
plates. The $30 per year charge 
for the colorful plates generates 
more than $3 million a year that 
can be used to equally match 
private donations to acquire or 
develop critical habitat in the 
state.

“Most of the designated 

lands are additions to existing 
WMAs, complementing our 
previous investment in wild-
life habitat,” said Ed Boggess, 
DNR fish and wildlife division 
director. “The new WMAs will 
expand opportunities for hunt-
ing and trapping.”

The largest of the acquisi-
tions is the new 888-acre Pitt-
man-Robertson WMA, located 
13 miles east of Crookston in 
Polk and Red Lake counties. 
This acquisition was purchased 
with RIM matching dollars 
made available by previous do-
nations from TNC and federal 
wildlife restoration funds.

The new WMA will be an 
important part of the grassland 
and prairie corridor involv-
ing the Glacial Ridge National 
Wildlife Refuge and a number 
of other WMA and TNC lands. 
Many of the wetland and grass-
land restorations have been 
completed by TNC.

The unit honors the 75th 
anniversary of the Federal 
Wildlife Restoration Act, which 
provides millions of dollars to 
the DNR to help fund wildlife 
habitat work in Minnesota. 
Also known as the Pittman-
Robertson program, it is funded 
by a federal excise tax on sport-
ing arms, ammunition and 
archery equipment.

Dedication of the Pittman-
Robertson WMA is planned for 
spring 2013.

Closer to the Twin Cities, 
282 acres were transferred from 
the DNR’s parks and trails divi-
sion to the Ney WMA as part 
of a realignment of DNR lands. 
Located just six miles southeast 

of Belle Plaine, these lands 
expand the existing 157-acre 
WMA to provide a large block 
of habitat for close-to-home 
public hunting and wildlife 
watching opportunities.

Locations of existing public 
hunting, fishing and trail op-
portunities are available online 
using the DNR’s recreation 
compass. DNR Public Recre-
ation Information Maps (PRIM) 
also can assist people in finding 
land open to public recreation.

New WMA additions and 
expansions won’t be listed on 
these resources until later this 
year or next.

The complete set of 51 sepa-
rate PRIM maps identify a wide 
variety of federal, state and 
county lands available for pub-
lic recreation activities such as 
hunting, camping, hiking and 
boating. PRIM maps, which 
cost $5.95 each, are available 
from the DNR gift shop, Min-
nesota’s Bookstore and sev-
eral sporting goods, map stores 
around the state and online.

 
PHEASANT HARvEST 
LOW IN 2011, GROUSE 
AND DUCKS STEADY

The Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) 
has completed the 2011 Small 
Game Hunter Survey. Results 
are available online. 

DNR annually surveys 
small game license buyers to 
estimate both hunter numbers 
and harvest trends. For the 2011 
hunting season, DNR mailed 
6,500 surveys to small game 
license buyers and 58 percent 
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returned usable questionnaires.
Pheasant
As expected, pheasant hunt-

ers and pheasant harvest de-
clined in 2011 after two mod-
erately severe winters and a 
cold, wet spring. Overall, the 
estimated number of pheasant 
hunters (77,000) decreased 13 
percent from 2010. The drop 
corresponded with a slight de-
crease in pheasant stamp sales.

An estimated 204,000 pheas-
ants were harvested in 2011, a 
43 percent drop from 2010. 
The number of birds harvested 
per hunter also fell from 4 to 
2.6. Both hunter numbers and 
harvest were at their lowest 
recorded level in recent years.

Ducks
Regulation changes, includ-

ing an earlier opening date, 
likely are factors that contrib-
uted to the number of duck 
hunters (83,500) increasing 14 
percent in 2010 and the year’s 
harvest increasing 18 percent. 
The increase in hunters cor-
responded with an increase in 
duck stamp sales.

Hunters harvested 730,000 
ducks in 2010 but the results for 
individual hunters increased 
only slightly, from 8.5 birds per 
hunter in 2010 to 8.8 birds per 
hunter in 2011.

Ruffed grouse
Ruffed grouse hunter num-

bers (93,800) remained un-
changed from 2010, and ruffed 
grouse remained Minnesota’s 
most popular small game spe-
cies in 2011. The 2011 harvest 
of 401,000 ruffed grouse was 
down slightly from the 10-year 

peak of 465,000 in 2010 but was 
still one of the three highest 
annual harvests of the past ten 
years.

Grouse populations tend 
to fluctuate on a 10-year cycle. 
Minnesota’s grouse population 
already has begun its cyclical 
population decline. Harvest 
results continue to show that 
even with a declining grouse 
population, Minnesota has bet-
ter grouse hunting than almost 
any other state.

2012 season dates
September kicks of the 2012 

small game season with mourn-
ing dove opening on Saturday, 
Sept. 1; grouse, rabbit and 
squirrel on Saturday, Sept. 15; 
waterfowl and woodcock on 
Saturday, Sept. 22; and pheas-
ant on Saturday, Oct. 13.

 
 60-DAY, 3-zONE WA-

T E R F O W L S E A S O N 
WILL OPEN SEPT. 22

Waterfowl hunters in south-
ern Minnesota will have ad-
ditional late season hunting 
opportunities under a new 
three-zone, 60-day season an-
nounced today by the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR).

Last year, the DNR split the 
state into two hunting zones 
with different season dates as 
part of an effort to provide ad-
ditional hunting opportunity 
as birds migrate from north to 
south. The addition of a third 
zone furthers that approach.

“A third zone was support-
ed in data collected as part of a 

hunter survey and a first-ever 
waterfowl hunter focus group,” 
said Tom Landwehr, DNR com-
missioner. “This will extend 
the hunting season in southern 
Minnesota through the first 
weekend in December, which 
will appeal to hunters where 
waters have not yet frozen and 
migrating birds are still coming 
through.”

The state’s waterfowl sea-
son will open one-half hour 
before sunrise on Sept. 22 state-
wide. The daily bag limit of six 
ducks per day and a 60-day 
season are unchanged from last 
year. The mallard bag limit re-
mains at four per day, including 
two hen mallards. The wood 
duck bag limit will remain at 
three per day. The daily limit for 
scaup is four, up from two last 
year. Possession limits remain 
at twice the daily bag limits. 
Youth Waterfowl Day will be 
Sept. 8, two weeks before the 
season opener.

Dennis Simon, DNR wild-
life chief, said this year’s opener 
is the earliest in 45 years. The 
Sept. 22 date was selected 
based on U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service direction that enables 
states in the Mississippi Flyway 
to open their season on the Sat-
urday nearest Sept. 24.

“The season opened on 
Sept. 24 last year,” said Simon, 
“That too was an earlier-than-
normal opener. We saw hunter 
satisfaction levels rise last year 
due, in part, to good early 
season wood duck and blue-
winged teal hunting.”

Duck season length is based 
on mallard counts from a conti-
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nental survey, including Minne-
sota information. This year’s es-
timate was 11 million mallards, 
which was above the average 
of 8.1 million mallards and 
the second highest count since 
1992. Steve Cordts, DNR water-
fowl specialist, said breeding 
duck numbers for all species 
were very good this year. He 
noted wetland conditions in the 
major waterfowl breeding areas 
were drier than last year but 
still near long-term averages.

“The population index of 
local breeding mallards in Min-
nesota was at their long-term 
average of 225,000 breeding 
mallards this spring,” Cordt 
said. “Wetland conditions 
in Minnesota were drier this 
spring compared to last year, 
but improved in many areas in 
May and June.”

DUCK SEASON
* In the North Duck Zone 

(north of Highway 210), duck 
season will run from Saturday, 
Sept. 22-Tuesday, Nov. 20.

* In the Central Duck Zone, 
duck season will run from Sat-
urday, Sept. 22 to Sunday, Sept. 
30 and Saturday, Oct. 6-Sunday, 
Nov. 25.

* In the South Duck Zone 
(south of Highway 212), duck 
season will run from Saturday, 
Sept. 22 to Sunday, Sept. 30 
and Saturday, Oct. 13-Sunday, 
Dec. 2.

* Shooting hours will be 
from one half hour before sun-
rise to 4 p.m. daily through 
Saturday, Oct. 6, and from one 
half hour before sunrise to sun-
set the remainder of the season.

* Motorized decoys or other 
motorized devices designed to 
attract migratory waterfowl 
may not be used from the 
opening day of duck season 
through Saturday, Oct. 6. On 
water bodies and lands fully 
contained within state wildlife 
management area boundaries, 
a person may not use these 
devices at any time during the 
waterfowl season.

YOUTH WATERFOWL 
DAY

Youth Waterfowl Hunting 
Day will be Saturday, Sept. 
8. Hunters age 15 and under 
may take regular season bag 
limits when accompanied by 
a non-hunting adult (age 18 
and older, no license required). 
Ducks, Canada geese, mergan-
sers, coots and moorhens may 
be taken from one half-hour 
before sunrise to 4 p.m. Motor-
ized decoy restrictions are in 
effect. Five geese may be taken 
statewide. A free small game 
license and HIP-certification 
are required for youth age 15 
and under.

gOOSE SEASONS
Early September Goose 

Season
The early Canada goose 

season will open statewide on 
Saturday, Sept. 1 and will run 
through Friday, Sept. 21. Bag 
limits for Canada geese will be 
five per day statewide.

A $4 permit is required to 
hunt Canada geese in the early 
season. Permits are available 
wherever hunting and angling 
licenses are sold. The restriction 
prohibiting hunting within 100 

yards of surface water remains 
in effect in the Northwest goose 
zone, Carlos Avery WMA, 
Ocheda Lake game refuge, and 
an area surrounding Swan Lake 
in Nicollet County. Early season 
goose hunters should consult 
the 2012 Waterfowl Supplement 
for zone maps and additional 
details.

Regular goose season
Minnesota’s regular goose 

season will open in conjunction 
with the duck season statewide 
on Saturday, Sept. 22 with a bag 
limit of three Canada geese per 
day the entire season. Goose 
season will be closed in the cen-
tral and south duck zones when 
duck season is closed.

In the North Duck zone, 
goose season will run from Sat-
urday, Sept. 22-Sunday, Dec.16. 
In the Central Duck zone, goose 
season will run from Saturday, 
Sept. 22-Sunday, Sept. 30 and 
Saturday, Oct. 6-Friday, Dec. 21. 
In the South Duck zone, goose 
season will run from Saturday, 
Sept. 22-Sunday, Sept. 30 and 
Saturday, Oct. 13-Friday, Dec. 
28.

“Hunters can expect to see 
excellent numbers of Canada 
geese again this fall,” Cordts 
said. “The number of breeding 
geese in Minnesota is very high 
and local production was very 
good this spring. In addition, 
we should see good numbers 
of migrant geese in the state 
this fall, particularly in areas 
such as Lac qui Parle Wildlife 
Management Area.”

Other goose Seasons
The season for light geese 
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(snow, blue and Ross’ geese), 
white-fronted geese, and brant 
will run concurrent with open 
Canada goose season in each 
zone. Bag limits are 20 light 
geese per day, one white-front-
ed goose per day, and one brant 
per day.

Sandhill Crane Season
The season for sandhill 

cranes will open two weeks 
later this year and run from 
Saturday, Sept. 15-Sunday, Oct. 
21 in the Northwest Goose zone 
only. The daily bag limit will 
be two sandhill cranes per day. 
A Sandhill crane permit ($3) is 
required in addition to a small 
game hunting license.

Additional details on the 
duck, goose, sandhill crane, 
and other migratory bird hunt-
ing seasons will be available in 
the 2012 Minnesota Waterfowl 
Hunting Regulations, available 
in mid-August.

 
WATERFOWL 

HUNTERS AND 
HARvEST INCREASE 

FROM 2010
Minnesota hunters bagged 

more ducks and Canada geese 
in 2011 than in 2010 and more 
waterfowl hunters took to the 
field, too, reversing a down-
ward trend, according to the 
Minnesota Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR).

“The results are in and the 
numbers moved in a good di-
rection,” said Dennis Simon, 
DNR wildlife section chief. 
“Duck hunter numbers and 
success were up, resulting in an 
increased harvest from 2010.”

Simon said new data from 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice also showed that Minne-
sota ranked first in the nation 
in Canada goose harvest and 
second in the number of active 
waterfowl hunters.

“The takeaway from last 
year’s season is that more wa-
terfowl hunters were in the field 
and those who went hunting 
had better success, which is 
a good thing and something 
hunters have longed for,” said 
Simon. “It means that the har-
vest was up as well, but total 
duck harvest was still well 
within our long-term historic 
averages.”

The total duck harvest in 
Minnesota increased 19 percent 
from 2010, from 524,000 ducks 
in 2010 to 621,000 ducks in 2011. 
The recent 10-year average har-
vest is 655,000 ducks.

Mallards were the most 
common duck in hunters’ bags, 
with 181,000 mallards har-
vested. Mallards represented 
29 percent of the total duck bag. 
The recent 10-year average mal-
lard harvest is 206,000 mallards.

Wood ducks were the sec-
ond most common duck in 
hunters’ bags, with 151,000 
wood ducks harvested in 2011 
compared to 78,000 in 2010. 
The recent 10-year average 
wood duck harvest is 102,000 
birds. Blue-winged teal harvest 
was 90,000, ring-necked duck 
harvest was 63,000, and green-
winged teal harvest was 37,000.

Duck hunter success was 8.1 
ducks per hunter per season, 
which increased from 7.5 ducks 
per hunter per season in 2010 

and near the 10-year average of 
8.4 ducks per hunter per season.

Steve Cordts, DNR water-
fowl specialist, said the agency 
made a number of regulation 
changes in 2011 that collectively 
played a role in last year ’s 
higher harvest. “We created 
additional opportunity by es-
tablishing North and South 
Duck zones and opening the 
season one week earlier than 
normal. Hen mallard and wood 
duck bag limits were changed. 
Shooting hours were changed 
to one-half hour before sunrise 
on opening day,” said Cordts. 
“Breeding duck numbers and 
duck production were also very 
good in 2010, which resulted in 
large numbers of ducks present 
during fall hunting seasons.”

Cordts said opening the 
season earlier likely had the 
most impact on increases to 
duck harvest, particularly with 
the large increase in harvest for 
early migrant species like blue-
winged teal and wood ducks.

Canada goose harvest in-
creased from 189,000 in 2010 to 
239,000 in 2010 and was above 
the 10-year average of 220,000 
Canada geese. About 100,000 
Canada geese were harvested 
during the early September 
goose season.

The number of active duck 
hunters in Minnesota was 
77,000 in 2011, an increase 
from 70,000 in 2010. Minnesota 
ranked second nationally in 
2011 in numbers of active duck 
hunters, trailing only Louisi-
ana. “While encouraging, this 
is still lower than the 100,000 
active duck hunters in Minne-
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sota as recently as 1999,” said 
Cordts.

Estimates of hunting activ-
ity and harvest are derived 
using the Harvest Information 
Program (HIP), required for 
all migratory bird hunters. A 
series of screening questions 
are asked of hunters when they 
purchase a license. The screen-
ing questions are not the har-
vest survey but help to better 
identify migratory bird hunt-
ers, who are then randomly 
selected and mailed harvest 
surveys and asked to record 
hunting activity and harvest 
during the season.

 

MISSISSIPPI
WATERFOWL 

IMPOUNDMENT 
IMPROvEMENTS 
COMPLETED AT 

CANAL SECTION WMA 
Two levee breeches within 

the waterfowl impoundments 
at Canal Section WMA were re-
paired in July.  These breeches, 
which were discovered by man-
agers this past March appeared 
to have been caused by a com-
bination of tree root growth and 
burrowing animals.  Additional 
improvements included tree re-
moval along additional sections 
of exterior and interior levees 
and replacement of two water-
control structures.  These infra-
structure improvements will 
ensure the continued manage-
ment of wintering waterfowl 
habitat and improve hunting 
opportunities within the im-
poundments.

During waterfowl season, 
impoundments at Canal Sec-
tion WMA where waterfowl 
hunting is allowed are open on 
Wednesdays, Saturdays, and 
Sundays.  Shooting hours are 
30 minutes before sunrise until 
12:00 p.m.  The remainder of 
Canal Section WMA may be 
hunted each day from 30 min-
utes before sunrise until sunset.   

MISSISSIPPI’S EARLY 
TEAL SEASON OPENS 

SEPTEMBER 15 
The fall's first duck hunting 

opportunity for Mississippi 
will begin when the early teal 
season opens on September 
15.  Teal season is growing in 
popularity as hunters learn 
how fun it can be to pull out 
their decoys and calls and 
watch blue-winged teal rocket 
through the air. 

Blue-winged teal prefer 
shallowly-flooded wetlands 
with natural vegetation like 
wild millets and smartweed, 
which produce seeds and har-
bor invertebrates, but con-
centrations of birds may also 
be found on reservoirs, ox-
bow lakes, catfish ponds, farm 
ponds, and other permanent 
waters.  Houston Havens, 
MWDFP Waterfowl Program 
Biologist, explained, "We've 
already heard a few reports of 
the first birds arriving in mid-
August, but we expect larger 
numbers to arrive in early Sep-
tember.  Breeding populations 
of blue-winged teal were again 
at an all-time high this year, so 
we hope to see good numbers 
during the early hunting sea-

son."
 Hunters need to be sure 

theirhunting license is current 
for the 2012-13 hunting season, 
complete with Harvest Infor-
mation Program (HIP) certifi-
cation, and possess state and 
federal waterfowl stamps.  The 
bag limit for the September 
teal season is 4 per day (all teal 
species) with no more than 8 in 
possession.  The season begins 
on September 15 and ends on 
September 30.  Shooting hours 
are from 30 minutes prior to 
sunrise until sunset. 

MISSISSIPPI’S EARLY 
CANADA GOOSE 

SEASON OPENING 
SOON Mississippi hunters 
will get their first chance to 
hunt waterfowl when the 

early Canada goose season 
opens September 1.  This 
hunting opportunity was 

developed to help manage 
Mississippi's population of 
resident Canada geese.  The 

season will close on 
September 15, giving hunters 

a two week opportunity 
topursue these birds. 

Resident Canada geese may 
be found in a variety of habitats 
during the September sea-
son.  Key areas to locate geese 
include large bodies of water 
like lakes and reservoirs, har-
vested crop fields, farm ponds, 
and even hay fields where 
geese typically return to the 
same areas daily.  "Hunters 
should remember that these 
geese are year-round residents 
of the state and are usually 
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well patterned in their daily 
flights.  Scouting is the key to 
having successful September 
goose hunts" explained James 
Callicutt, MDWFP Waterfowl 
Program Biologist.   

 The bag limit for the early 
season is 5 Canada geese per 
day with no more than 10 in 
possession.  Shooting hours 
are from 30 minutes prior to 
sunrise until sunset.  Hunters 
should be sure their hunting 
license iscurrent for the 2012-13 
hunting season, complete with 
Harvest Information Program 
(HIP) certification, and possess 
state and federal waterfowl 
stamps. 

MISSISSIPPI’S DOvE 
SEASON IS QUICKLY 

APPROACHING 
One of the most popular 

hunting days of the year is 
quickly approaching. This year, 
opening day of Mississippi's 
dove season is Saturday, Sep-
tember 1. Conservation officers 
with MDWFP will be present 
throughout the state to ensure 
safety and compliance with 
all state and federal hunting 
regulations.  During their final 
preparations for opening day, 
hunters need to consider the 
following:

· Hunting licenses should 
be current for the 2012 hunting 
season, complete with Harvest 
Information Program (HIP) cer-
tification.  HIP certification is 
completed whenever a hunter 
answers questions about their 
previous seasons' bird harvest 
when purchasing a license. 

· Hunters should be sure 
their shotguns are plugged and 
are not capable of holding more 
than three shells.

· Hunting with the aid of 
bait is illegal, and it is the hunt-
er's responsibility to know if the 
field is baited or not.  Hunters 
need to be able to answer these 
questions before hunting.  Did 
I know the field was baited? 
Did I look to see if the field was 
baited? Did I ask how the field 
was prepared?

· The bag limit for mourn-
ing doves is 15 per day with no 
more than 30 in possession, and 
the possession limit does not 
apply on opening day.  Legal 
shooting hours are from 30 min-
utes prior to sunrise to sunset.

WATERFOWL HABITAT 
IMPROvEMENTS 

UNDERWAY AT 
TUSCUMBIA WMA 
Waterfowl habitat improve-

ments are underway at Tus-
cumbia Wildlife Management 
Area (WMA).  Tuscumbia 
WMA, located in Alcorn Coun-
ty west of Corinth, provides 
public hunting opportunities 
and habitat for a variety of 
wildlife.  Personnel at Tus-
cumbia WMA manage 7 water-
fowl impoundments adjacent 
to the Tuscumbia River that 
provide habitat for wintering 
waterfowl and other wetland 
birds.  Ongoing improvements 
include renovating a drainage 
ditch and designated low-water 
crossings. These improvements 
will enhance water manage-
ment capabilities and public 

access for managers and WMA 
users. 

Personnel are also removing 
undesirable woody vegetation 
to create openings within two 
impoundments.  This work, 
which began in 2010, has cre-
ated approximately 15 acres of 
openings within the waterfowl 
impoundments.  These open-
ings increase habitat diversity 
for waterfowl within the for-
ested sections of Tuscumbia 
WMA and are managed to pro-
mote plants desirable to water-
fowl.  These waterfowl habitat 
improvement projects at Tus-
cumbia WMA were funded by 
the proceeds from the sales of 
Mississippi waterfowl stamps.

LINCOLN COUNTY 
DOvE FIELD READY 
FOR OPENING DAY 
Jackson - MDWFP still has 

some permits available for its 
Lincoln County dove field.  The 
33-acre field, which has been 
in the MDWFP's Private Lands 
Dove Field Program for several 
years, is located southwest of 
Brookhaven near Bogue Chitto. 
The field is part of a working 
cattle farm and will be planted 
to winter grazing cover, which 
has produced good dove hunt-
ing in the past.  Hay bales will 
be distributed across the field 
for hunters to use as cover.

Permit cost is $100 and 
allows hunting for the first 
two dove seasons.  To main-
tain hunt quality, hunting is 
limited to afternoons only on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Saturdays.  Each permitted 
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adult hunter can bring up to 
two youths with them at no ad-
ditional costs with each hunter 
being allowed to take a limit 
of doves each day.  Dove Field 
Coordinator, Scott Baker, states, 
"The Lincoln County dove field 
has consistently offered good 
dove hunting.  With 23 days of 
hunting opportunity, this is a 
great opportunity for a hunter 
or a family of hunters to hunt 
on a dove field managed by the 
MDWFP."

MISSISSIPPI’S 
WATERFOWL 

SEASONS 
ANNOUNCED 

Jackson- The Commission 
on Wildlife, Fisheries, and 
Parks approved the dates and 
bag limits for the 2012-2013 
waterfowl hunting seasons at 
its August 15 meeting in Jack-
son.  Duck, merganser, and coot 
seasons will be November 23 
- November 25, 2012; Novem-
ber 30 - December 2, 2012; and 
December 5, 2012 - January 27, 
2013.  The daily bag limit will 
be a total of 6 ducks, includ-
ing no more than 4 mallards 
(no more than 2 of which may 
be females), 3 wood ducks, 2 
redheads, 4 scaup, 2 pintail, 1 
canvasback, 1 mottled duck, 
and 1 black duck.  The mer-
ganser daily bag limit will be a 
total of 5 mergansers, only 2 of 
which may be hooded mergan-
sers.  Coots will have a 15-bird 
daily bag limit.  The possession 
limit is twice the daily bag limit 
for ducks, mergansers, and 
coots.

   Canada, snow, blue, Ross's, 
white-fronted goose, and brant 
seasons will occur from No-
vember 15, 2012 - January 27, 
2013.  Canada geese will have 
a 3-bird daily bag limit and 
brant will have a daily bag 
limit of 1 bird.  The possession 
limit is twice the daily bag 
limit for both Canada geese and 
brant.  Snow, blue, and Ross's 
geese will have a daily bag 
limit of 20 birds.  White-fronted 
geese will have a daily bag limit 
of 2 birds.  The possession limit 
for white-fronted geese is 4 and 
there is no possession limit for 
snow, blue, and Ross's geese. 

In addition to the regu-
lar hunting season, there will 
again be a conservation order 
for snow, blue, and Ross's 
geese during the following 
dates:  October 1 - November 
14, 2012; January 28 - February 
1, 2013; and February 4 - March 
31, 2013 (only snow, blue, and 
Ross's geese may be taken dur-
ing the light goose conservation 
order).  The youth waterfowl 
weekend will occur during the 
weekend of February 2- Febru-
ary 3, 2013. 

LIBERAL 
FRAMEWORKS 
AvAILABLE FOR 

MISSISSIPPI 
WATERFOWL 

HUNTERS
States in the Mississippi 

Flyway will again have the op-
portunity for liberal waterfowl 
frameworks during the 2012-13 
hunting season. In cooperation 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, the Mississippi Flyway 
Council approved the liberal al-
ternative for duck seasons dur-
ing its July meeting. This means 
Mississippi waterfowl hunters 
will again have the opportunity 
to hunt 60 days with a 6-duck 
daily bag limit for the 2012-2013 
waterfowl hunting season.   

"As expected, high carry 
over from last year's breeding 
season resulted in strong wa-
terfowl breeding populations 
again this year," said James Cal-
licutt, MDWFP Waterfowl Pro-
gram Biologist. Mallard num-
bers increased 15% from last 
year to 10.6 million birds. Most 
interesting is the 21% increase 
in the scaup population which 
has been in serious decline for 
many years. Northern pintails 
were one of the only species 
that experienced a decrease in 
breeding numbers, pintail num-
bers were down by 22%.

Waterfowl hunting seasons 
are set through a process called 
"Adaptive Harvest Manage-
ment." Through this process, 
waterfowl season frameworks 
may be liberal, moderate, or re-
strictive, based on the breeding 
population of mid-continent 
mallards and the number of 
ponds on the breeding grounds. 
In the Mississippi Flyway, a lib-
eral framework consists of a 60-
day season with a 6-duck limit, 
a moderate framework con-
sists of 45 days with a 6-duck 
limit, and a restrictive frame-
work consists of 30 days with 
a 3-duck limit.  

The MDWFP Waterfowl 
Program will present its season 
and bag limit recommendations 
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to the Mississippi Commis-
sion on Wildlife, Fisheries, and 
Parks at its August 15 meeting 
in Jackson.

For more information re-
garding hunting seasons in 
Mississippi, visit our website 
at www.mdwfp.com/wildlife-
hunting or call us at 601-432-
2199

PRIvATE LAND DOvE 
FIELD PERMITS 

AvAILABLE AUGUST 6 
Jackson - Hunting permits 

for Private Land Dove Fields 
will be available for purchase 
beginning at 8:00 a.m. on Au-
gust 6, 2012. The Private Land 
Dove Field Program is a popu-
lar program in which MDWFP 
biologists work with private 
landowners to prepare fields 
and manage public access on 
private lands. In 2012, these 
private fields will be located in 
Alcorn, Tate, Madison, Kemper, 
Jones, and Lincoln Counties. 
These fields were planted to 
a variety of crops favored by 
doves, including sunflowers, 
millet, and corn. Permits allow 
hunters to hunt three days per 
week (Monday, Wednesday, 
and Saturday) during the first 
two dove seasons. These per-
mits provide an excellent op-
portunity to introduce youth to 
hunting, as each permit allows 
up to two youth to hunt with 
an adult hunter at no additional 
cost. 

To ensure safety and hunt 
quality, only a limited number 
of permits are available for each 
field. "It is the MDWFP's goal 

to provide a safe, quality hunt 
for Mississippi's dove hunters. 
Since these hunts are adminis-
tered by MDWFP, hunters can 
rest assured that fields have 
been prepared properly." states 
Scott Baker, Dove Field Pro-
gram Leader. 

Specific information on each 
field including maps, size of 
the field, type of crop planted, 
number of available permits, 
and cost may be found at www.
mdwfp.com/wildlife-hunting/
dove-program. 

MISSOURI
MDC OFFERS 

EFFECTIvE 
WINGSHOOTING 
WORKSHOPS IN 

KIRKSvILLE AND 
HANNIBAL AREAS
The Missouri Department 

of Conservation (MDC) invites 
migratory and upland bird 
hunters to Discover Nature at 
“Effective Wingshooting for 
the Hunter” workshops at loca-
tions serving the Kirksville and 
Hannibal areas. The workshops 
are free and will help migra-
tory and upland bird hunters 
improve their wingshooting 
skills, including effective use of 
shotgun shells with non-toxic 
alternatives to lead shot, such 
as steel shot.

The workshop will be of-
fered from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sept. 29 at the MDC Northeast 
Regional office in Kirksville, 
3500 South Baltimore. Pre-reg-
istration is required. To register, 
call 660-785-2420, ext. 6507 or 

send an e-mail to Rob.Garver@
mdc.mo.gov.

In the Hannibal area, the 
workshop will be offered from 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Oct. 6 at 
the Salt River Gun Club, 12957 
HWY 61 South, New London. 
For information or to pre-
register call 660-785-2420, ext. 
6507 or send an e-mail to Rob.
Garver@mdc.mo.gov.

“This workshop is an excel-
lent opportunity for hunters to 
become more proficient when 
using non-toxic shot,” said 
MDC Outdoor Skills Specialist 
Rob Garver. “With this training, 
Missouri's wingshooters can 
become more efficient hunters, 
taking fewer marginal shots 
and reducing the numbers of 
wounded game.”

Participants will learn how 
to select the best ammuni-
tion and choke for game birds 
and hunting conditions, how 
to sharpen shotgun shooting 
skills, improving range and 
target distance estimation and 
how to properly pattern a shot-
gun. Hunters should bring their 
shotguns, choke tubes and non-
toxic ammunition if they wish 
to pattern their guns or practice 
skills. Also, they will need to 
bring eye and ear protection for 
use on a shooting range, a stool 
or chair and a sack lunch. Clay 
targets and non-toxic 12 and 20 
gauge practice ammunition will 
be available.

YOUTH WATERFOWL 
HUNTING CLINIC 

OFFERED OCT. 20 AND 
27
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Call soon to reserve a place 
in the 18th Annual Wilderness 
Lodge Youth Waterfowl Clinic 
and Hunt Oct. 20 and 27.

The workshop is open to 
participants age 9 through 15. 
First-time participants spend 
the first Saturday of the event 
learning about waterfowl hunt-
ing rules, safety and calling, 
duck identification and re-
trieving-dog training. They 
also practice wingshooting 
and learn how to choose the 
right combination of shotgun 
and ammunition for ethical, 
effective hunting. The program 
takes place from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The second Saturday is de-
voted to a guided waterfowl 
hunt. Breakfast and lunch are 
provided both days, and all 
activities are free of charge, 
courtesy of Everhart’s Wilder-
ness Lodge, Kansas City Safari 
Club International, Missouri 
Department of Conservation 
and Clinton Wal-Mart. This 
portion of the event runs from 
6 a.m. until noon.

Everhart ’s  Wilderness 
Lodge is at 651 NW Highway 
O, Blairstown, 6 miles north-
west of Clinton. To reserve a 
place, contact Johnny or Linda 
Everhart, 660-885-5049

CELEBRATE 75 YEARS 
OF CONSERvATION 
WITH MDC AND DU 

AT DUCK CREEK
The public is invited to 

explore the wetlands at Duck 
Creek Conservation Area (CA) 
with the Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC) and 

Ducks Unlimited (DU) on Oct. 
13 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The 
free event is a joint celebration 
of the 75-year anniversaries of 
both MDC and DU.

“Seventy-five years of suc-
cess for both organizations is 
a great accomplishment for 
conservation in Missouri, and 
we’re pleased to celebrate it 
with Ducks Unlimited,” said 
MDC Wildlife Management 
Biologist Matt Bowyer. “This 
is more than an anniversary 
celebration, it’s a celebration 
of wildlife and wetlands that 
we’ve packed full of activities 
for both children and adults to 
enjoy and learn from.”

Visitors will be greeted at 
Duck Creek CA headquar-
ters and directed to the Pool 
3 campground for the day’s 
events. The program will begin 
at 9 a.m. with a short ceremony. 
There will be a series of stations 
and activities hosted by MDC, 
DU and U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Services staff and volunteers. 
There will be hayrides through 
the newly renovated Unit A 
and through the timber at Pool 
3. Presentations will include 
wetland management and the 
history of the Mingo Basin, 
along with demonstrations of 
working retriever dogs, cork-
duck decoy construction, rocket 
netting, electrofishing and kids’ 
activities such as a wetland crit-
ter safari. It is recommended 
that children wear boots and 
prepare to have fun in the mud 
and wet areas.

Bowyer said these events 
are intended to help people dis-
cover nature and further con-

servation efforts in Missouri.
“As families explore the 

outdoors with us, they’ll make 
memories together of these ex-
periences," Bowyer said. "Those 
memories are the foundation 
that grows future conservation-
ists, and that’s what will project 
success for both MDC and DU 
for another 75 years,”

The Puxico Future Farm-
ers of America (FFA) chapter 
will provide food, and accept 
donations.

Duck Creek CA is located 
nine miles north of Puxico on 
Highway 51. For more infor-
mation about this event, call 
MDC’s Southeast Regional Of-
fice at (573) 290-5730.

MDC OFFERS YOUTH 
DOvE-HUNTING 
WORKSHOP IN 

LIvINGSTON COUNTY 
 The Missouri Department 

of Conservation (MDC) will 
offer a special youth hunt for 
doves on Sept. 3 at the Poosey 
Conservation Area in north-
west Livingston County. Par-
ticipants must be ages 10 to 15 
and attend a mandatory hunter-
safety course from 6 to 9 p.m. at 
the Pikes Lake Shooting Area 
on Sept. 2. A Hunter Educa-
tion certificate is not required. 
Parents or veteran hunters are 
welcome to accompany and as-
sist youths.

Shotguns and ammunition 
provided by MDC will be avail-
able for youths to use on the 
hunt. They are also welcome 
to bring their own shotguns. 
The youths will hunt doves at 
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a reserved field at the Poosey 
Conservation Area on Sept. 3. 
The area is northwest of Chilli-
cothe and reached off Route A.

Pre-registration is required 
and the workshop is limited to 
20 participants. For information 
or to register, call Conservation 
Agent Jake Strozewski at 660-
973-3813 or the MDC office in 
Chillicothe at 660-646-6122.

DOvE HUNT FOR 
MOBILITY-IMPAIRED 

HUNTERS SET FOR 
SEPT 2

People who want to hunt 
but hesitate because of mobil-
ity impairments can put aside 
their worries and pick up their 
shotguns. The Conservation 
Department (MDC) and the 
National Wild Turkey Fed-
eration (NWTF) are sponsor-
ing a special event for disabled 
hunters Sept. 2 at Otter Slough 
Conservation Area in Stoddard 
County.

NWTF Regional Director 
Larry Neal said the event draws 
participants from all over the 
state. Typically scheduled on 
the first weekend of dove sea-
son, the hunt provides fast 
shooting for participants. Up 
to 30 hunters can participate. 
The area is reserved for their 
exclusive use in the morning-
only hunt.

Local NWTF members serve 
as guides, helping hunters get 
to and from the field and re-
trieving downed birds. Guides, 
food and drinks are provided 
at no charge. The NWTF also 
provides steel shot shells, since 

non-toxic shot is required for 
hunting with shotguns at Otter 
Slough CA. Participating hunt-
ers are enrolled as members in 
the NWTF’s Wheelin’ Sports-
men Program.

Mourning doves are speedy, 
sometimes erratic fliers, and 
this makes them challenging 
targets. As a result, hunters can 
go through lots of ammunition 
and take only a few birds. Neal 
said the hunt offers participants 
an excellent chance of taking 
home doves. “Success on fun 
has been 100 percent in the 
past.”

Participants should plan to 
arrive at Otter Slough CA head-
quarters by 5:30 a.m. They need 
small-game and migratory-bird 
hunting permits and hunter 
education cards. For reserva-
tions, call Neal, 573-334-8881, 
or Jackie Rowe, 573-579-9170.

NWTF chapters sponsoring 
the event include the Bayou 
Strutters, the Bootheel Boss 
Gobblers, the Shaky Ground 
Gobblers and the Bollinger 
County Double Beards.

NEBRASKA
SPECIAL YOUTH 

UPLAND HUNTS SET 
FOR OCT. 20-21

Youth ages 15 and younger 
are encouraged to participate 
in special youth pheasant hunts 
at nine wildlife management 
areas (WMA) across Nebraska 
during the Oct. 20-21 statewide 
youth pheasant, quail and par-
tridge season.

Rooster pheasants will be 

released at all designated sites 
before the special youth hunt 
season. The special hunts are 
open to the public, and the 
number of participants is not 
limited. No registration or 
special permit is required but 
special regulations will be in 
effect and posted at each of the 
nine WMAs and apply to all 
portions of the designated areas 
normally open to hunting. All 
other current youth and regular 
hunting regulations also will 
be in effect on these designated 
areas.

The special youth hunt 
WMAs are Pressey (Custer 
County); Sherman Reservoir 
(Sherman County); Oak Valley 
(Madison County); Branched 
Oak (Lancaster County); Twin 
Oaks (Johnson County); Hick-
ory Ridge (Johnson County); 
Wilkinson (Platte County, non-
toxic shot only); Peru Bottoms 
(Nemaha County, nontoxic shot 
only) and Yankee Hill (Lan-
caster County).

The special regulations in-
clude:

— Adult mentors must be 
licensed hunters age 19 or older 
to accompany a youth.

— Adult mentors may har-
vest one rooster pheasant per 
day only.

— The nine WMAs are the 
only locations where adults 
may harvest pheasants during 
the youth season.

— Only one adult mentor 
per youth will be allowed to 
hunt (additional non-hunting 
mentors may accompany the 
youth on the hunt).
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— Youth may harvest two 
roosters per day.

This is the second year of the 
special hunt, which is intended 
to increase youth participation 
in upland game hunting.

PLATTE RIvER SP 
SHOOTING RANGE 

SCHEDULE
 The Roger g. Sykes Out-

door Heritage Education Com-
plex at Platte River State Park 
will close to the public Oct. 14 
and then reopen the weekend 
following Thanksgiving.

The shooting range will be 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Nov. 24-25, Dec. 22-23 and Dec. 
26-30. The range then will close 
to the public until the spring.

Visit OutdoorNebraska.org 
for more information about Ne-
braska’s state park areas.

SPECIAL YOUTH 
HUNTS AT NINE 
WMAS TO OFFER 

UNIQUE HUNTING 
OPPORTUNITIES

Youth hunters ages 15 and 
younger are encouraged to 
participate in special youth 
pheasant hunts at nine wild-
life management areas (WMA) 
across Nebraska during the Oct. 
20-21 statewide youth pheas-
ant, quail and partridge season.

This is the second year of the 
special hunt, which is intended 
to increase youth participation 
in upland game hunting. Roost-
er pheasants will be released 
at all designated sites before 

the special youth hunt season. 
The special hunts are open to 
the public, and the number of 
participants is not limited. No 
registration or special permit is 
required but special regulations 
will be in effect and posted at 
each of the nine WMAs and 
apply to all portions of the 
designated areas normally 
open to hunting. All other cur-
rent youth and regular hunting 
regulations will also be in effect 
on these designated areas.

The special regulations in-
clude:

— Adult mentors must be 
licensed hunters age 19 or older 
to accompany a youth.

— Adult mentors may har-
vest one rooster pheasant per 
day only.

— The nine WMAs are the 
only locations where adults 
may harvest pheasants during 
the youth season.

— Only one adult mentor 
per youth will be allowed to 
hunt (additional non-hunting 
mentors may accompany the 
youth on the hunt).

— Youth may harvest two 
roosters per day.

The special youth hunt 
WMAs are (* indicates new 
sites for 2012): Pressey (Custer 
County); Sherman Reservoir 
(Sherman County); Oak Valley 
(Madison County); Branched 
Oak (Lancaster County); Twin 
Oaks (Johnson County); *Hick-
ory Ridge (Johnson County; 
*Wilkinson (Platte County); 
*Peru Bottoms (Nemaha Coun-
ty) and *Yankee Hill (Lancaster 
County).

For more information con-
tact Jeff Lusk, upland game 
program manager, at 402-471-
1756. To view photos from 
last year’s special youth hunt, 
visit the 2011 special youth hunt 
photo gallery at http://www.
fl ickr.com/photos/ngpc/
sets/72157628292616227/
show/. 

MORE WATERFOWL 
SEASONS OPEN OCT. 6

More waterfowl hunting 
seasons are about to open in 
many parts of Nebraska. The 
following seasons open Oct. 
6: dark goose in the East and 
North Central units, light goose 
statewide, white-fronted goose 
statewide, and duck and coot in 
zones 2 and 4.

The youth waterfowl season 
is Oct. 6-7 in Zone 1.

For more information on the 
seasons, read the 2012 Water-
fowl Guide, which is available 
where permits are sold and at 
OutdoorNebraska.org. Use of 
nontoxic shot is required.

Residents age 16 and up and 
all nonresidents who hunt wa-
terfowl in the state are required 
to have a valid Nebraska hunt 
permit, habitat stamp, water-
fowl stamp and Harvest Infor-
mation Program number. Hunt-
ers age 16 and up must have 
a federal duck stamp. Permits 
and stamps may be purchased 
at OutdoorNebraska.org or at 
game and Parks offices. Duck 
stamps are available at U.S. post 
offices.

COMMISSIONERS 
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APPROvE 
WATERFOWL 

RECOMMENDATIONS
The Nebraska Game and 

Parks Commissioners ap-
proved staff recommendations 
for 2012 waterfowl, crow and 
falconry hunting regulations at 
their Aug. 31 meeting in Broken 
Bow.

The changes from 2011 are:
– The early teal season opens 

following Labor Day, approxi-
mately one week later than last 
year. A map of the early teal 
hunting zones can be found at 
OutdoorNebraska.org.

– In each zone, the youth 
season opens one week before 
the regular duck season.

– The regular duck season 
has four zones and no split sea-
son. Season dates are approxi-
mately one week later in parts 
of the former Low Plains Early 
and two weeks later along the 
Platte River in the former Low 
Plains Late and High Plains 
units. The bag limit for scaup 
increases from two to six.

– The dark goose season is 
five days later in the East Unit, 
and the season ending date is 
three days later in the Platte 
River, Niobrara and Panhandle 
units.

– The split in the light goose 
regular season increases from 
14 to 21 days and the ending 
day is three days later.

– The light goose conserva-
tion action starts four days later.

– The extended falconry 
duck season days are moved 
from September to the end of 

January and February.
The 2012 season dates are:
Early Teal – Low Plains: 

Sept. 8-23; High Plains: Sept. 
8-16

Youth – Zone 1: Oct. 6-7; 
Zone 2: Sept. 29-30; Zone 3: Oct. 
13-14; Zone 4: Sept. 29-30

Duck and Coot – Zone 1: 
Oct. 13 – Dec. 25; Zone 2: Oct. 
6 – Dec. 18 and Jan. 2-23 (High 
Plains only); Zone 3: Oct. 20 – 
Jan. 1 and Jan. 2-23 (High Plains 
only); Zone 4: Oct. 6 – Dec. 18

Dark Goose – East Unit: 
Oct. 6-14 and Oct. 27 – Jan. 30; 
North Central Unit: Oct. 6 – Jan. 
18; Platte River Unit: Oct. 27 – 
Feb. 8; Panhandle Unit: Nov. 
10 – Feb. 8; Niobrara Unit: Oct. 
27 – Feb. 8

White-Fronted goose – Oct. 
6 – Dec. 14 and Feb. 2-3

Light Goose Regular Sea-
son – Oct. 6 – Jan. 4 and Jan. 
26 – Feb. 8

Light Goose Conservation 
Order – Zone 1: Feb. 9 – April 
14; Zone 2: Feb. 9-April 1; Zone 
3: Feb. 9 – April 14

Crow – Regular Season: Oct. 
1-Nov. 15 and Jan. 20-April 6; 
Special Public Health Hazard 
Order: Nov. 16-Jan. 19

Falconry – Zone 1: Jan. 25 
– Feb. 8; Zone 2 Low Plains: 
Jan. 25 – Feb. 8, High Plains: 
concurrent with all duck season 
dates within High Plains; Zone 
3 Low Plains: Jan. 25 – Feb. 8, 
High Plains: concurrent with all 
duck season dates within High 
Plains; Zone 4: Jan. 25 – Feb. 8

In other action, the commis-
sioners approved a utility ease-

ment with KBR Rural Public 
Power District to install electric 
line service to Beed’s Landing 
Campground at Merritt Reser-
voir State Recreation Area.

They also:
— approved an operating 

budget request of $66,168,916 
and a capital improvement 
budget of $9,886,000 for fiscal 
year 2013-2014, and they ap-
proved an operating budget 
request of $66,505,042 and a 
capital improvement budget 
of $7,323,000 for fiscal year 
2014-2015. Most of the capital 
improvement budget is for de-
ferred maintenance items.

— approved fisheries bait 
collecting and dealer regula-
tion changes. Two sections are 
amended to make it unlawful 
for any individual to transport 
baitfish, or any bait dealer to 
take baitfish, away from the 
Missouri River downstream 
below Gavins Point Dam and 
all other rivers and streams lo-
cated east of U.S. Highway 81 
from the South Dakota border 
to York, north of Interstate 80 
from York to Lincoln, and east 
of U.S. Highway 77 from Lin-
coln to the Kansas border. This 
will reduce the likelihood that 
Asian carp and white perch are 
captured from Missouri River 
tributaries, used as bait, and 
spread further.

— approved regulations 
that would allow qualified 
Game and Parks employees 
to lead educational fishing 
projects under the auspices of 
a permit.

— approved a new aquatic 
invasive species section in the 
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fisheries regulations. The sec-
tion defines aquatic invasive 
species, authorized inspectors, 
conveyances, decontamination, 
equipment, waters of the state 
and launch areas. It also catego-
rizes aquatic invasive species 
by level of threat. It establishes 
regulations regarding pos-
session, importation, export, 
purchase, sale and transport or 
release of aquatic invasive spe-
cies; and it establishes protocols 
for inspection, decontamina-
tion, impoundment, quarantine 
and contaminated waters.

— tabled sport fishing rec-
ommendations until the Octo-
ber meeting. The recommenda-
tions will be amended to reflect 
public comments regarding bag 
and length limits.

Fisheries division admin-
istrator Don Gabelhouse re-
ported to commissioners that 
the state high school fishing 
tournament July 28 at Sum-
mit Lake drew 16 teams. Each 
team included two anglers and 
an adult guide. Participating 
students were from Blair, Fre-
mont, Gretna, Kearney, Lincoln, 
Lincoln County, Mead, Millard, 
Nebraska City, North Platte, 
Papillion and Roca.

The next meeting is Oct. 26 
in North Platte.

GROUSE HUNTING 
SEASON OPENS SEPT. 

1
Grouse hunting season 

opens Sept. 1, and hunters 
should find good opportunities 
in the Sandhills, as well as part 
of southeast Nebraska.

The grouse (prairie chicken 
and sharp-tailed grouse) season 
closes Jan. 31, 2013.

Breeding ground and rural 
mail carrier surveys indicate 
grouse are stable to increas-
ing statewide. The core of the 
grouse range in Nebraska is 
the Sandhills, which will offer 
the best opportunities west of 
U.S. Hwy. 81. East of U.S. Hwy. 
81, continued loss of grassland 
habitat to agriculture, particu-
larly in the southeast prairie 
chicken range, has impacted 
overall abundance in the re-
gion. Southwest Johnson and 
western Pawnee counties have 
a fair amount of Open Field 
and Waters Program acres that 
should provide good prairie 
chicken hunting.

A special permit is required 
to hunt grouse east of U.S. 81. 
A Nebraska hunting permit and 
habitat stamp are required of 
anyone, except residents under 
age 16, who hunts grouse in the 
state.

The special permits are 
limited to one per hunter and 
available on a first-come, first-
served basis. To request a spe-
cial permit, call Game and 
Parks at 402-471-5597 or visit 
the Lincoln headquarters.

The information required 
for application includes: name, 
address, date of birth, telephone 
number and 2012 hunting per-
mit number or lifetime hunting 
permit number. Residents ages 
12 to 15 must submit a hunter 
education number. Those not 
required to purchase a hunting 
permit must provide documen-
tation of such exemption.

The daily bag and posses-
sion limits east of U.S. 81 are 
three and three, respectively. 
West of U.S. 81, the limits are 
three and 12, respectively.

DOvE HUNTING 
SEASON OPENS SEPT. 

1
Dove season opens Sept. 1 

in Nebraska, giving hunters a 
great opportunity to introduce 
a novice to wing-shooting.

Doves may be hunted state-
wide from Sept. 1 – Oct. 30, 
except no hunting is allowed 
on state and federal refuges 
and sanctuaries. The aggregate 
bag and possession limits for 
mourning, white-winged and 
Eurasian collared-doves are 
15 and 30, respectively. Also, 
Eurasian collared-doves may be 
hunted Oct. 31 – Aug. 31, 2013. 
The bag and possession limits 
are 15 and 30, respectively.

Nebraska residents 16 years 
and older and all nonresidents 
are required to have a 2012 
Nebraska hunting permit and 
a habitat stamp for all dove 
hunting. A 2012 Harvest In-
formation Program number is 
required for dove hunting Sept. 
1 – Oct. 30 but not required for 
the Oct. 31 – Aug. 31 Eurasian 
collared-dove season.

Some doves have been 
banded. Hunters who find a 
leg band on a dove should con-
tact the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) banding of-
fice toll-free at 800-327-BAND 
or report it at reportband.gov.

And some hunters will be 
asked to save a wing from each 
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dove during the first week of 
the season and mail the wings 
postage-free to the USFWS. 
Data from the wings will be 
used to estimate annual pro-
ductivity of the dove popula-
tion.

Sunflower, millet and wheat 
generally provide good dove-
hunting opportunities. They 
have been planted at several 
wildlife management areas 
across the state. For a list of 
WMAs, and more dove-hunt-
ing information, visit Outdoor-
Nebraska.org, then click on 
Hunting, Upland Game, Doves 
and 2012 Forecast.

Permits may be purchased 
at OutdoorNebraska.org.

NEvADA
WILDLIFE BOARD 

APPROvES CHANGES 
TO WATERFOWL 

RESERvATION 
PROCESS PAPER 
APPLICATIONS 
REQUIRED AT 

OvERTON AND KEY 
PITTMAN WMAS

Nevada’s Board of Wildlife 
Commissioners has approved 
a regulation change that now 
requires waterfowl hunters to 
submit a paper application if 
they want to hunt the Moapa 
Valley portion of the Overton 
Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA) the first two days of 
the duck and goose seasons or 
opening day at the Key Pittman 
WMA. A similar requirement 
for dove hunters went into ef-
fect earlier this summer.

Due to the popularity of 
the two management areas, 
and out of concern for hunter 
safety, the number of hunters 
allowed on each area is limited. 
Reservations are required dur-
ing the entire length of the duck 
and goose seasons at Overton; 
however, paper reservation ap-
plications are only required for 
the first two days of the regular 
season. At Key Pittman, reser-
vations are required only for the 
opening day of the duck and 
goose seasons.

“NDOW implemented the 
limited reservation system in 
an effort to prevent overcrowd-
ing, which typically results 
in unsafe hunting conditions. 
Unfortunately, some hunters 
found a way to take advantage 
of the old drawing system in a 
way that made it unfair to other 
hunters,” said Elmer Bull, habi-
tat division administrator for 
NDOW. “With this new draw 
system, we are hoping to make 
the process as fair as possible 
and to provide hunters with 
an opportunity to plan their 
waterfowl hunt well in advance 
of the season opener.”

The reservation application 
must be delivered through a 
postal service and received 
at the Nevada Department of 
Wildlife (NDOW) Headquar-
ters Office in Reno no later 
than 5 p.m. Sept. 12. A public 
drawing will be conducted at 
the agency’s Las Vegas office, 
4747 Vegas Drive, at 10 a.m. 
Sept. 26. Successful applicants 
will receive their confirmation 
by return mail.

The paper application pro-

cess makes it possible for hunt-
ers who don’t live in the Las 
Vegas Valley or near the man-
agement areas to easily partici-
pate in the reservation drawing, 
explained Bull. Under the old 
system hunters had to attend 
a drawing held the Monday 
prior to opening day at the 
NDOW offices in Las Vegas or 
Henderson, or at the Overton 
WMA or Key Pittman WMA. 
Now applications can simply 
be sent in the mail.

As many as four hunters 
may apply as a party on one 
reservation application, but a 
hunter may be listed on only 
one application for each hunt 
day for which reservations are 
required. A hunter whose name 
appears on more than one ap-
plication for a given hunt day 
will be rejected from the draw-
ing. In addition, only those 
hunters listed on the applica-
tion will be allowed to hunt. No 
substitutions will be permitted.

Hunters can find and print 
the reservation application 
form online at www.ndow.org. 
The file is located in the Tags & 
Applications section under the 
Hunt tab on the main menu. 
Just click on “All Applications” 
and scroll down the page to the 
section entitled 2012 Waterfowl 
Hunt. Paper applications will 
also be available at the NDOW 
offices in Las Vegas and Hen-
derson. The Henderson address 
is 744 Racetrack Road. 

NDOW OFFERS 
YOUTH HUNTS FOR 

UPLAND GAME
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The Nevada Department 
of Wildlife (NDOW) is offer-
ing a special two-day upland 
game season for youth hunters. 
Scheduled for Sept. 29 – 30, 
the statewide season is open 
to hunters 15 years of age or 
younger. Youth hunters 12 -15 
years of age are required to 
possess a junior hunting license 
with an upland game stamp for 
the hunt. 

Any youth participating 
in the youth hunt must be ac-
companied by an adult who 
is at least 18 years of age. This 
hunt provides youngsters with 
an opportunity to harvest cot-
tontail, pygmy and white-tailed 
rabbits as well as California and 
gambel’s quail or Chukar and 
Hungarian partridge. 

Hunter Education classes 
are available prior to the youth 
hunt and are required for the 
purchase of a hunting license by 
anyone born after Jan. 1, 1960. 
“The Hunter Education class 
offers training in safe and ethi-
cal hunting practices, and is a 
valuable resource even in those 
instances when the purchase of 
a license is not required,” said 
Doug Nielsen, outdoor educa-
tion supervisor for NDOW. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE
N.H. PHEASANT 
SEASON OPENS 

OCTOBER 1
New Hampshire's hunting 

season for pheasant gets un-
derway on October 1 and con-
tinues through December 31. 
There will be approximately 75 
stocking sites in 50 towns. A to-

tal of 13,000 adult ring-necked 
pheasants will be released in all 
10 counties. 

Pheasants will be released 
on select state Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas, U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers flood control ar-
eas and private lands open to 
public hunting. Each site will 
receive approximately 150 birds 
for the season, with the excep-
tion of federal flood control 
areas, which will receive ap-
proximately 50 more birds per 
site. Fish and Game will con-
tinue to release birds as close to 
opening day as possible and to 
consistently stock a Thursday/
Friday schedule in-season. 

The pheasant season runs 
October 1 through December 
31, with a daily limit of 2, and a 
season limit of 10. All stocking 
will be completed by the start 
of moose season.

"Please keep safety foremost 
in mind: wear hunter orange, 
control your firearm muzzle 
and know where your hunting 
partners are at all times. Shoot 
only within your zone of fire, 
and keep your hunting dog 
under control," said Fish and 
Game Pheasant Project Leader 
Karen Bordeau. "Do take the 
time to thank private and fed-
eral landowners when you 
use their lands. Your hunting 
ethics on their lands and your 
thoughtfulness will help keep 
these lands open."

Fish and Game asks hunters 
to refrain from training dogs at 
release sites during the three 
days prior to October 1. Dog 
training flushes pheasants from 
release sites, often onto posted 

property or other areas not suit-
able for hunting. 

The list of towns to be 
stocked (including road names) 
can be seen on the Fish and 
Game website at www.huntnh.
com/Hunting/Hunt_species/
hunt_pheasant.htm; printed 
lists are also available at Fish 
and Game headquarters and 
regional offices. 

Pheasant hunters must pur-
chase a $26 pheasant license, 
in addition to the regular New 
Hampshire hunting license or 
non-resident N.H. small game 
license. Licenses can be pur-
chased at www.huntnh.com or 
from any Fish and Game license 
agent. Pheasants are purchased 
exclusively with revenues from 
the sale of pheasant licenses.

Pheasant hunters should 
note that the southern portion of 
the Mascoma Wildlife Manage-
ment Area in Canaan still will 
not be accessible via the culvert 
and road that is typically used 
to cross the Mascoma River. For 
more information, visit www.
huntnh.com/Newsroom/
News_2011/News_2011_Q3/
Mascoma_pheasant_restric-
tion_reminder_092911.html

All pheasant hunters are 
urged to follow these basic 
safety guidelines:

Wear hunter orange on your 
head, back and chest.

Control your firearm muz-
zle at all times. 

Always wear safety glasses. 
Know where your hunting 

partners are at all times. 
Shoot only within your zone 

of fire. 
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Be sure of your target and 
what is beyond. 

Always keep your hunting 
dog under control.

For more information on 
hunting in New Hampshire, in-
cluding online license and per-
mit sales, visit www.huntnh.
com/Hunting/Hunting.htm.

NEW JERSEY
YOUTH PHEASANT 
HUNT SATURDAY, 

NOvEMBER 3
The NJDEP's Division of 

Fish and Wildlife, in coopera-
tion with the NJ State Federa-
tion of Sportsmen's Clubs, is 
conducting the Annual Youth 
Pheasant Hunt on Saturday, 
November 3, 2012. The Take 
a Kid Pheasant Hunting pro-
gram provides opportunities 
for young hunters to learn and 
experience pheasant hunting 
using trained bird dogs under 
the supervision and guidance 
of knowledgeable volunteer 
hunting mentors. 

This day is meant to be a 
safe and educational introduc-
tion into pheasant hunting 
and is done in a structured 
non-competitive atmosphere. 
Youth hunters can participate 
in a guided hunt on one of eight 
Wildlife Management Areas 
throughout the state that are 
stocked with pheasants reared 
at the Division of Fish and 
Wildlife's Rockport Pheasant 
Farm. 

The guided pheasant hunt 
is open to any youth with a 
valid Youth Firearm Hunting 

License. There is no cost to 
participants and guides, hunt-
ing dogs and handlers, birds, 
ammunition and breakfast are 
all provided free of charge. Pre-
registration is required, and the 
deadline has been extended 
until October 17th. 

A limited number of slots 
for guided hunts are still avail-
able for the following Wildlife 
Management Areas: 

Whittingham, Black River, 
Clinton, Assunpink, Colliers 
Mills, Millville,Peaslee, Win-
slow 

The Youth Pheasant Hunt 
registration form is available on 
page 23 of the NJ Fish and Wild-
life Hunting Digest and online 
at www.njfishandwildlife.com/
pdf/2012/ythpheashnt12.pdf 
(pdf, 60kb) on the division's 
website. 

Additional information on 
other hunting opportunities 
through the Division's Take A 
Kid Hunting Program is posted 
at www.njfishandwildlife.com/
takekidhunting.htm, also on 
the division's site. 

DIvISION TO STOCK 
DOG TRAINING 
AREAS IN 2012

The Division of Fish and 
Wildlife will stock a total of 
880 quail in eleven (11) Wildlife 
Management Area dog training 
areas prior to the November 10 
opening of the pheasant/quail 
season. The quail are stocked 
for dog training purposes 

The dog training areas are 
located within the following 
WMAs (listed north to south) 

and will be stocked for train-
ing on October 6, 13, 20 and 27: 
Whittingham, Pequest, Black 
River, Clinton, Assunpink, 
Manasquan, Colliers Mills, Staf-
ford Forge, Glassboro, Millville 
and Tuckahoe. 

Small game hunters with 
dogs should try to take advan-
tage of these early stockings. 
Conditioning your hunting 
dog prior to opening day of the 
season should be part of every 
hunter’s pre-season regimen. 

All dogs must be properly 
licensed. Hunters should note 
that they may exercise or train 
dogs on any WMA from Sep-
tember 1 to April 30, however, 
the exercising or training of 
dogs is prohibited on any WMA 
on November 9, 2012. Regula-
tions regarding the release of 
game for dog training purposes 
apply. 

http://www.state.nj.us/
dep/fgw/pdf/dogtrainrules.
pdf

NEW YORK
DEC ANNOUNCES 

RELEASE OF 
PHEASANTS FOR 2012 

HUNTING SEASON
Pheasant Raising Programs 

Bolster Hunting Opportunities
Approximately 30,000 adult 

pheasants will be released on 
lands open to public hunting 
for the upcoming fall pheasant 
hunting season, the New York 
State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation (DEC) 
announced today. The pheasant 
hunting season begins on Oc-
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tober 1 in northern and eastern 
portions of New York, October 
20 in central and western por-
tions, and November 1 on Long 
Island.

For the sixth consecutive 
year, junior hunters (12-15 years 
old) have the opportunity to 
hunt pheasants the weekend 
prior to the regular pheasant 
hunting season. In western 
New York, the youth pheas-
ant hunt weekend is October 
13-14. In northern and eastern 
New York, the youth pheasant 
hunt weekend is September 
29-30, and on Long Island 
(Nassau and Suffolk counties) 
it is October 27-28. Pheasants 
will be released on a number 
of select release sites (PDF) (42 
KB) across the state to provide 
ample youth hunting oppor-
tunities. All current pheasant 
rules and regulations remain 
in effect during the youth hunt. 
Please note that a 2011-12 hunt-
ing license is required to hunt 
during September, and a 2012-
13 license is required starting 
October 1.

The majority of birds will 
be released on state-owned 
wildlife management areas 
and cooperative hunting areas 
prior to and during the fall 
hunting season. All release 
sites for pheasants provided 
by state-funded programs are 
open to public hunting. A list 
of statewide adult pheasant 
release sites and sites receiving 
birds for the youth pheasant 
hunt weekends can be found 
on DEC's website.

The Day-old Pheasant 
Chick Program provides addi-

tional opportunities for pheas-
ant hunters. This program 
was developed in the early 
1900s to provide day-old pheas-
ant chicks to cooperating 4-H 
groups and sportsmen and 
sportswomen. The chicks are 
distributed to program par-
ticipants in May and June, and 
cooperators incur all costs as-
sociated with rearing the birds, 
including feed, water, utilities 
and facility construction. The 
birds are raised to adulthood 
and released on lands open 
to public hunting before the 
season opens. This year, over 
42,000 pheasant chicks were 
distributed statewide as part 
of this program. Anyone inter-
ested in raising and releasing 
pheasants to expand next year's 
hunting opportunities should 
contact DEC's Reynolds Game 
Farm at (607) 273-2768.

Boundaries for pheasant 
hunting zones conform to Wild-
life Management Units used for 
management of other upland 
wildlife. Wildlife Management 
Unit boundary descriptions can 
be found on the DEC website. 
In addition to knowing these 
unit boundary descriptions, 
hunters should review the 
2012-2013 New York Hunting 
& Trapping Guide for complete 
regulations and other impor-
tant information before going 
afield. Hunters who plan to use 
private lands should ask per-
mission from the landowner.

For more information, visit 
the DEC website:

NORTH DAKOTA
YOUTH PHEASANT 

WEEKEND OCT. 6-7
North Dakota’s two-day 

youth pheasant season is Oct. 
6-7. Legally licensed residents 
and nonresidents ages 15 and 
younger may hunt roosters 
statewide.

Resident youth hunters, 
regardless of age, must pos-
sess a fishing, hunting and 
furbearer certificate and general 
game and habitat license. Non-
resident youth hunters from 
states that provide a reciprocal 
licensing agreement for North 
Dakota residents qualify for 
North Dakota resident licenses. 
Otherwise, nonresident youth 
hunters must purchase a non-
resident small game license.

Shooting hours are one-half 
hour before sunrise to sunset. 
Youth ages 12 and older need to 
have passed a certified hunter 
education course. The daily bag 
limit and all other regulations 
for the regular pheasant season 
apply.

An adult at least 18 years of 
age must accompany the youth 
hunter in the field. The adult 
may not carry a firearm.

See the 2012 North Dakota 
Small Game Hunting Guide for 
additional information.

PHEASANT BROOD 
DATA SUMMARIzED

North Dakota’s roadside 
pheasant survey conducted in 
late July and August suggests 
much improved production 
this spring, meaning more 
young birds added to the popu-
lation and a better fall popula-
tion in all areas of the state.
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Stan Kohn, upland game 
management supervisor for the 
North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department, said the survey 
shows total pheasants state-
wide are up 59 percent from last 
year. In addition, brood obser-
vations were up 65 percent, and 
the average brood size was up 
16 percent. The final summary 
is the result of 255 runs made 
along 106 brood routes across 
North Dakota.

“The increase in numbers 
from last year is encouraging, 
but hunters are cautioned that 
the landscape has changed 
since last fall,” Kohn said. “A 
great deal of habitat has been 
either hayed or converted to 
cropland as Conservation Re-
serve Program acres continue 
to diminish.”

Kohn cited several factors 
for the increase in brood num-
bers: last winter provided a 
much needed relief with min-
imal winter bird mortality 
which brought most adult hens 
into spring in good condition; 
spring weather was near perfect 
for upland game production, 
as most first clutches hatched 
and brood/chick survival was 
good; and nesting/brooding 
habitat was in fair condition 
this spring.

Statistics from southwest-
ern North Dakota indicate the 
number of broods was up 37 
percent and number of birds 
observed was up 30 percent 
from 2011. Observers counted 
19 broods and 168 birds per 100 
miles. The average brood size 
was 6.5. “Census numbers in-
dicate this district will have the 

best pheasant numbers in the 
state this fall,” Kohn said. “A 
stronger breeding population 
this spring coupled with good 
production should provide 
hunters with plenty of birds 
and a good number of young 
birds this fall.”

Results from the southeast 
show the number of birds 
observed was up 134 percent 
from last year, and the number 
of broods was up 144 percent. 
Observers counted nine broods 
and 88 birds per 100 miles. 
The average brood size was 
6.6. “Even though this district 
shows a large percentage in-
crease, pheasant numbers were 
pretty low last year,” Kohn said. 
“With that said, hunters should 
see more pheasants than in 
2011, especially after row crops 
are harvested.”

Statistics from the north-
west indicated pheasants are 
up 258 percent from last year, 
with broods up 268 percent. Ob-
servers recorded nine broods 
and 79 birds per 100 miles. 
Average brood size was 6.3. 
“Similar to the southeast, hunt-
ers should temper expectations 
because numbers were low in 
this district last year,” Kohn 
said. “There will be some areas 
where pheasant hunting will 
be slow.”

The northeast district, gen-
erally containing secondary 
pheasant habitat with much of 
it lacking good winter cover, 
showed 1.5 broods and 12 birds 
per 100 miles. Average brood 
size was 4.9. Number of birds 
observed was up 155 percent, 
and the number of broods 

recorded was up 275 percent. 
“Hunters should concentrate 
their efforts in the southern 
counties of this district for the 
best potential to find birds,” 
Kohn said.

The 2012 regular pheas-
ant season opens Oct. 13 and 
continues through Jan. 6, 2013. 
The two-day youth pheasant 
hunting weekend, when legally 
licensed residents and nonresi-
dents ages 15 and younger can 
hunt statewide, is set for Oct. 
6-7.

North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department

100 N. Bismarck Express-
way, Bismarck, ND 58501-5095

Phone: 701-328-6300
E-mail: ndgf@nd.gov

WATERFOWL 
HUNTERS 

REMINDED OF ANS 
REGULATIONS

Waterfowl hunters are re-
minded to do their part in pre-
venting the spread of aquatic 
nuisance species into or within 
North Dakota.

Waterfowl hunters must 
remove plants and plant frag-
ments from decoys, strings and 
anchors; remove plants seeds 
and plant fragments from wad-
ers and other equipment before 
leaving hunting areas; remove 
all water from decoys, boats, 
motors, trailers and other wa-
tercraft; and remove all aquatic 
plants from boats and trailers 
before leaving a marsh or lake. 
In addition, hunters are encour-
aged to brush their hunting 
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dogs free of mud and seeds.
Cattails and bulrushes may 

be transported as camouflage 
on boats. All other aquatic veg-
etation must be cleaned from 
boats prior to transportation 
into or within North Dakota.

Detailed ANS information 
and prevention regulations is 
available at the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department 
website, gf.nd.gov.

LARGE DUCK FLIGHT 
ExPECTED

The North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department’s May 
and July waterfowl surveys 
indicate hunters can expect 
another large fall flight. Open-
ing day for North Dakota resi-
dents is Sept. 22 for ducks, 
coots, mergansers and geese. 
Nonresidents may begin hunt-
ing waterfowl in North Dakota 
Sept. 29.

Mike Johnson, game man-
agement section leader, said 
North Dakota’s fall flight – 
breeding ducks and the young 
they produce in the state – is 
based on data from the May 
breeding duck survey and the 
July brood survey. “This year’s 
production was up from last 
year, and there are strong indi-
cations for a good fall flight this 
year,” Johnson said. “However, 
late summer has been dry and 
hunters should scout their 
favorite areas to check water 
conditions prior to the opener.”

The brood index from the 
game and Fish Department’s 
annual mid-July survey was 
up 110 percent from 2011 and 

exceeded the long-term average 
by 155 percent. Average brood 
size was 6.9 ducklings, down 
0.8 from last year. The long 
term average is 7.1 ducklings 
per brood. The water index 
observed during the survey 
was down 48 percent from last 
year, but still 10 percent above 
long-term.

Results from the May breed-
ing duck survey indicated the 
duck index was up 16 percent 
from 2011 and exceeded the 
long-term average by 112 per-
cent. Water conditions in May 
were down 57 percent from 
2011 and 6 percent from the 
long-term average.

Resident hunters must pos-
sess a general game and habitat 
license and a fishing, hunting 
and furbearer certificate. In ad-
dition, hunters age 16 and older 
must have a small game license 
and federal duck stamp.

Nonresidents must pur-
chase a nonresident waterfowl 
license, including the general 
game and habitat license, and 
certificate. Hunters age 16 and 
older must possess a feder-
al duck stamp. Nonresident 
youth hunters from states that 
provide a reciprocal licensing 
agreement for North Dakota 
residents, qualify for North Da-
kota resident licenses. See the 
2012 North Dakota Waterfowl 
Hunting Guide for details.

All migratory bird hunters 
are reminded to register with 
the Harvest Information Pro-
gram prior to hunting. Hunters 
who purchase a license through 
the state Game and Fish De-
partment website (gf.nd.gov) 

or instant licensing telephone 
number (800-406-6409) can eas-
ily get HIP certified.

Otherwise, hunters must 
call (888) 634-4798, or access 
the department’s website, and 
record the HIP number on 
their fishing, hunting and fur-
bearer certificate. Those who 
registered to hunt the spring 
light goose season or the early 
Canada goose season in North 
Dakota do not have to register 
with HIP again, as it is required 
only once per year in each state 
hunted.

Hunters should refer to the 
waterfowl hunting guide for 
season regulations including 
licensing requirements, dates, 
bag limits, season zones and 
nonresident hunting zones.

OHIO
RABBIT, PHEASANT 

AND QUAIL HUNTING 
SEASONS BEGIN IN 

NOvEMBER 
Ohio hunters should begin 

preparing for the hunting sea-
sons of some of the state’s most 
popular game species with 
ring-necked pheasant, cotton-
tail rabbit and bobwhite quail. 
The hunting seasons for upland 
game begin on Friday, Nov. 2, 
according to the Ohio Depart-
ment of Natural Resources’ 
(ODNR) Division of Wildlife.

The state’s cottontail rabbit 
population has been very good 
recently. However, Nathan 
Stricker, project leader with 
ODNR’s Olentangy Wildlife 
Research Station, said rabbit 
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populations tend to go through 
an up-and-down cycle every 
seven to 10 years.

“Rabbit numbers are lower 
this year, but this type of de-
cline is expected with this cy-
cle,” said Stricker. “Regardless 
of these cyclical changes, cot-
tontail rabbit populations are 
excellent throughout Ohio and 
provide plenty of opportunities 
for a family hunting outing.”

Quail and pheasant popu-
lations may be lower than 
previous years, and Stricker 
said quail and pheasant are 
heavily dependent upon qual-
ity habitats on private lands 
provided by the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP). Wil-
liams and Defiance counties 
in northwest Ohio have strong 
pheasant populations because 
of the habitat contributions by 
local landowners. Upland game 
populations are responding 
positively to habitat programs 
in other areas around the state, 
especially in counties with 
significant enrollment in the 
Scioto Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program and 
Quail Buffer practices in CRP 
known as CP33.

Cottontail rabbit hunting 
continues through Feb. 28, 2013. 
Ring-necked pheasant hunting 
is open through Jan. 6, 2013. 
Both seasons are closed during 
the statewide 2012 deer-gun 
hunting season, Nov. 26-Dec. 2.

Rabbits, pheasants and quail 
may be hunted from sunrise to 
sunset. The daily bag limit for 
all three species remains un-
changed from last year at four 
rabbits, two pheasants (roost-

ers/males only) and four quail.
Hunters are reminded that 

snowshoe hares are not legal 
game in Ohio and should not be 
hunted. Snowshoe hares were 
recently reintroduced to north-
eastern Ohio after nearly a cen-
tury of absence. They are brown 
early in the season, which 
makes them resemble cotton-
tail rabbits. To avoid confusion 
between cottontail rabbits and 
snowshoe hares, portions of 
Geauga and Ashtabula coun-
ties will be closed to all rabbit 
hunting from Nov. 2-Dec. 2. At 
that time, hunters will be able 
to distinguish between the two 
rabbits since most snowshoe 
hares will have turned white 
by early December.

Two restricted hunting 
zones cover portions of Geauga 
and Ashtabula counties. The 
first restricted area encom-
passes parts of Geauga and 
Ashtabula counties and is bor-
dered by U.S. Route 6 to the 
north, U.S. Route 322 to the 
south, Kile Road to the west 
and State Route 534 to the east. 
The second restricted area is in 
Ashtabula County bounded on 
the north by Cork-Cold Springs 
Road, on the west by Windsor-
Mechanicsville Road, on the 
south by New Hudson Road 
and on the east by U.S. Route 
45. A map of these two areas 
can be viewed in the 2012-2013 
Ohio Hunting and Trapping 
Regulations and at wildohio.
com.

Pheasants are released on se-
lecting hunting areas through-
out the state by the ODNR Divi-
sion of Wildlife prior to opening 

day of the pheasant season, the 
second Saturday of the season, 
Nov. 10 and Thanksgiving Day.

Bobwhite  quai l  hunt-
ing is open in 16 counties in 
southern Ohio: Adams, Ath-
ens, Brown, Butler, Clermont, 
Clinton, Highland, Jackson, 
Meigs, Montgomery, Pike, Pre-
ble, Ross, Scioto, Vinton and 
Warren. The season continues 
through Nov. 25.

Additional hunting infor-
mation is contained in the 
2012-2013 Ohio Hunting and 
Trapping Regulations, which 
are available where hunting 
licenses are sold, online at 
wildohio.com or by calling 
800-WILDLIFE.

ODNR ensures a balance be-
tween wise use and protection 
of our natural resources for the 
benefit of all. Visit the ODNR 
website at ohiodnr.com.

PENNSYLvANIA
TAKE A vETERAN 

HUNTING FOR SMALL 
GAME SEASONS 

 Pennsylvania Game Com-
mission biologists expect ruffed 
grouse hunting to be average to 
slightly-below average for the 
nearly 100,000 hunters who an-
nually pursue these challenging 
game birds. 

 “Conditions for over-win-
tering, incubating and brooding 
should have supported good 
reproduction this year,” said 
Lisa Williams, Game Com-
mission grouse and wood-
cock biologist. “However, our 
game Commission field staff 
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observed fewer adult grouse 
and grouse broods this summer 
compared to prior years. Those 
sightings are often the best pre-
dictor of the season, so I advise 
hunters to hope for the best but 
keep their expectations realistic. 
Find areas of good dense cover 
and abundant food supply and 
you’ll put yourself in the best 
position for success.” 

 The first segment of the 
state’s three-part grouse sea-
son opens Saturday, Oct. 13, 
and runs through Nov. 24. The 
season reopens Dec. 10 to 24, 
and then again from Dec. 26 to 
Jan. 26. Participating hunters 
must have a valid Pennsylvania 
hunting license and follow the 
regulations that govern this 
rugged sport of brush-busting 
and mountain-scampering. 
Wherever you hunt grouse, 
there is ample reason to carve 
out some time afield this sea-
son. Just be sure to take time to 
locate high-quality coverts that 
provide a good mix of food and 
cover.

 “Losses of young forest 
habitat over the last several 
decades have been bad news 
for grouse, woodcock and 
other species that rely on these 
habitats,” said Ian Gregg, Game 
Commission Game Bird Section 
supervisor. “Our forests are get-
ting older, and that’s a negative 
for grouse. But, the good news 
is that the Game Commission 
is taking an active approach 
to improving the situation 
for grouse and other species 
that rely on young forests. We 
have Grouse and Woodcock 
management plans that call 

for aggressive management 
of young forest habitats, and 
Game Commission staff in all 
regions are actively working 
to create suitable habitat – not 
only on State Game Lands, but 
on cooperating State Forests 
and other public and private 
lands. This work benefits multi-
ple species and our efforts have 
received an overwhelmingly 
positive response from the pub-
lic and from our conservation 
partners.” 

 Pennsylvania’s state bird 
is holding its own in areas of 
suitable habitat, and in some 
areas, thriving. Statewide, the 
game Commission’s 314 active 
Grouse Cooperators hunted 
7,787 hours and recorded 10,249 
flushes for an average rate of 
1.32 flushes per hour during the 
2011-2012 grouse season. This 
2011-2012 flush rate was equal 
to that of the previous season 
but six percent below the long 
term (46-year) average of 1.41 
flushes per hour. Embedded in 
those statewide averages, how-
ever, are memorable hunting 
experiences, with many hunters 
recording four to five flushes 
per hour in areas of good food 
and cover.

 Williams noted that Penn-
sylvania consistently maintains 
the highest flush rates among 
nearby states such as Kentucky, 
Maryland, New York, New 
Jersey, Ohio, West Virginia and 
Virginia.

 “Grouse flush trends in 
most of our neighboring states 
show a continuing long term 
decline,” Williams said. “Over 
the past six to seven years, 

Pennsylvania flush rates have 
exceeded those of all neighbor-
ing states. During that time, our 
grouse population index has 
stabilized in some regions that 
were previously declining, and 
even increased in some por-
tions of the Commonwealth. 
Anecdotal reports from grouse 
hunters as well as agency land 
managers and foresters suggest 
that forest understory condi-
tions have improved for grouse 
as deer numbers were brought 
back into balance with their for-
est habitats. I intend to further 
investigate this link between 
deer impacts, forest habitat 
quality and grouse numbers.”

 Grouse hunting remains a 
popular fall pursuit in Penn-
sylvania. According to the 
agency’s game Take Survey, 
an estimated 80,000 hunters 
took 52,000 grouse during the 
2011-12 seasons, during 350,000 
days afield. Though fewer than 
in the past, grouse hunters 
remain passionate about their 
quarry, and the ruffed grouse 
remains a popular game bird in 
the Commonwealth. Yet grouse 
hunter numbers remain well 
below those of the mid-1980s 
when Pennsylvania had more 
than 400,000 hunters pursuing 
the thunderbird. 

 “Several hunters have told 
me they can hunt all day and 
not see another grouse hunter,” 
says Williams. “For hunters 
seeking a season with a little 
more elbow room yet plenty of 
challenge, you might want to 
consider grouse hunting.” 

 The Game Commission 
conducts a Summer Sighting 
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Survey in which Game Com-
mission foresters and surveyors 
record numbers of broods and 
individual grouse seen while 
working in the woods during 
June, July and August. Trends 
in hunters’ fall flush rates fol-
low those of the summer survey 
about 80 percent of the time, 
so this information is used to 
develop the season forecast. 

 “Sightings of adult grouse 
during the summer of 2012 
were down roughly 40 percent 
and brood sightings were down 
25 percent compared to last 
year,” Williams said. “Looking 
a bit further back over time, 
observations of both adults 
and broods this summer are 
down 25 percent from the most 
recent 10- year averages. So 
in spite of what I believe was 
a good year for reproduction, 
I’m forecasting an average to 
slightly below-average grouse 
season in 2012-13. This makes 
it particularly important to 
understand the characteristics 
of good grouse habitat, locate 
high-quality coverts, and focus 
your efforts there.” 

 Grouse and woodcock 
hunters are urged to participate 
in the game Commission’s 
Grouse Cooperator Survey, 
which enables the agency to 
monitor long-term changes in 
grouse populations in good 
habitats. Hunters of all skill 
levels are welcome, no matter 
how many days they are able to 
devote to grouse or woodcock 
hunting. For each day hunted, 
participants are asked to re-
cord the county and number of 
hours hunted, and number of 

grouse and woodcock flushed 
and bagged. 

 Hunters interested in par-
ticipating in the Cooperator 
Survey are asked to contact 
the Pennsylvania Game Com-
mission, Bureau of Wildlife 
Management by calling 717-
787-5529, or writing to: Penn-
sylvania Game Commission, 
ATTN: Grouse Cooperator 
Survey, 2001 Elmerton Ave., 
Harrisburg, PA 17110-9797. 
New Cooperators will receive 
a copy of the annual newsletter 
provided to all survey partici-
pants and all forms needed for 
the upcoming season.

 “Though cooperator 
information is presented as 
state or region averages, it is 
important to remember that 
statewide trends do not apply 
equally throughout Pennsylva-
nia,” Williams emphasized. She 
groups Pennsylvania regions 
into three categories, as far as 
grouse hunting prospects:

1) Northwest and Northcen-
tral: good to excellent. These 
regions are consistently the top 
two in the state and have main-
tained grouse flush rates at or 
above their long-term averages 
in recent years. The rate of tim-
ber harvest over the next few 
decades in this part of Penn-
sylvania may put enough land 
into good grouse cover that the 
“good old days” are just ahead. 
The six contiguous counties of 
Warren, Forest, McKean, Pot-
ter, Elk, and Cameron typically 
have the highest flush rates in 
the state and offer plenty of 
acreage in public and open-
access private lands for hunters 

looking for new coverts.
2) Southwest, Southcentral 

and Northeast: fair. These re-
gions maintain intermediate 
flush rates and habitat con-
ditions with somewhat less 
extensive overall forest cover 
and lower rates of active forest 
management at a large land-
scape scale. From 2010-2011 to 
2011-2012, flush rates increased 
slightly or remained stable in 
each of these regions.

3) Southeast: fair in areas 
north of the Blue Mountain and 
poor south of it. Large parcels 
of forest habitat in southeastern 
Pennsylvania were already 
scarce and this region has lost 
early successional habitat even 
more rapidly than the rest of 
the state. Consequently, grouse 
hunting opportunities in the 
agricultural and urban-domi-
nated landscapes south of the 
Blue Mountain are extremely 
limited. Again, locating high-
quality habitat is key and tak-
ing the time to scout for grouse 
food and cover hotspots prior to 
the season may pay dividends.

Grouse hunters are remind-
ed to wear at least 250 square 
inches of fluorescent orange 
clothing on the head, chest and 
back combined at all times; 
limit hunting parties to no more 
than six individuals; and plug 
shotguns to three-shell capac-
ity (magazine and chamber 
combined).

 
PYMATUNING 
CONTROLLED 
GOOSE HUNT 
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SEMICENTENNIAL
Special commemorative gift 

awaits participating hunters 
 The Pennsylvania Game 

Commission this fall is cel-
ebrating the semicentennial 
of its "Controlled Hunt" for 
Canada geese at the Pymatun-
ing Wildlife Management Area 
in Crawford County. To mark 
this half-century of "invitation-
only" goose hunting, the agency 
will award a commemorative 
Canada goose leg band to every 
person – and his or her guests – 
selected in the drawing recently 
held to select participants.

 Each drawn hunter may 
select up to three guests to join 
him or her in a blind in the 
Controlled Hunting Area at 
Pymatuning. Being selected is 
considered by many a wonder-
ful opportunity to take part in 
an historic hunt, one that draws 
hunters from hundreds of miles 
away annually.

 "When these hunts start-
ed 50 years ago in Crawford 
County, there were very few 
places Pennsylvanians could 
hunt Canada geese," noted Carl 
G. Roe, PGC executive direc-
tor. "The Chesapeake was still 
a great place to hunt Canadas, 
but it also was expensive for 
most Pennsylvanians to hunt 
there. So when the Pymatun-
ing controlled hunt started, 
there was immediate and wide-
spread interest from our hunt-
ers statewide.

 "Back then, it presented an 
opportunity similar to what 
our elk hunt offers today: a 
chance for a dream hunt with-

out leaving Pennsylvania. 
Hunter interest was fantastic, 
because it represented a chance 
to hunt in a blind at Pymatun-
ing, which was one of the Com-
monwealth's great waterfowl 
destinations. But it also quickly 
became a honor just being se-
lected in the drawing."

 That Canadas took to the 
Pymatuning Reservoir, which 
was built in the early 1930s, was 
no accident. The Game Com-
mission was leased wetland 
areas to manage a refuge for 
waterfowl. In 1936, the agen-
cy obtained, pinioned (wing-
clipped) and released into the 
refuge 30 Canada geese. The 
birds seemed to take to the 
place, based upon observations. 
The agency added to Pymatun-
ing's resident Canada goose 
population in the early 1950s, 
and in 1960, it created the "Py-
matuning Goose Management 
Area." This effort dovetailed 
with the ongoing efforts to 
bolster Pymatuning's goose 
population. 

 The Pymatuning Goose 
Management Area included a 
625-acre propagation area, in-
cluding a "captive flock pond" 
and plenty of safe feeding and 
loafing areas for geese. It also 
had more than 1,000 acres of 
cropland to provide waterfowl 
food. In 1962, the Game Com-
mission began controlled goose 
hunting at Pymatuning.

 In the late 1940s, it was es-
timated the peak Canada goose 
population at Pymatuning was 
about 5,000 geese and hunters 
took between 500 and 1,000 
annually. By the early 1960s, 

the peak population 11,000 to 
12,000 and hunters were tak-
ing 2,000 to 2,500. In 1962, the 
first year a controlled hunt 
was held at Pymatuning, 1,296 
geese were taken. Through the 
1970s, the annual hunter take in 
the controlled hunt was 3,000 
to 4,000 geese. Through the 
1980s and '90s, the average an-
nual harvest was 1,500 to 2,500. 
Hunters have taken an average 
of 1,000 annually since 2000.

Hunt Drawing: Spectators 
gather to watch the selection 
process for this fall's Controlled 
Goose Hunts at Pymatuning 
WMA.

 "The appeal of participat-
ing in a Pymatuning controlled 
Canada goose hunt is still con-
siderable 50 years later," noted 
Keith Harbaugh, PGC North-
west Region director. "It really 
is a big deal for those selected, 
especially if they've been en-
tering for years and years. The 
folks who come to hunt geese 
are genuinely excited, even if 
there's a snowstorm heading 
this way, which happens some-
times way more than we'd like!

 'The commemorative bands 
we're giving to hunters this 
fall are just the Game Commis-
sion's way of saying thanks for 
helping us to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of Pymatuning's 
controlled goose hunt. The hunt 
itself is a product of progressive 
wildlife management and re-
wards Pennsylvania's most giv-
ing conservationists, hunters. 
We truly hope they have great 
hunts this fall and enjoy their 
commemorative leg bands."

 The commemorative bands 
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are made of heavy gauge alu-
minum – 0.55-inch by 2.5-inch, 
rolled into a leg band and 
stamped with the following 
script, "PA gAME COMMIS-
SION, PYMATUNINg WMA, 
50 YEARS. 

 These commemorative leg-
bands will not be sold by the 
Pennsylvania Game Commis-
sion. They will be given only to 
those drawn for the controlled 
goose hunts at Pymatuning, 
and their guests. An individual 
who shows up on stand-by to 
fill a slot vacated by a drawn 
hunter also would receive a 
band. Drawn hunters who fail 
to attend the waterfowl brief-
ing/or participating the con-
trolled hunt will not receive the 
commemorative leg band.

 Congratulations, if you've 
been drawn by the Game Com-
mission for a blind at Pyma-
tuning this fall. If you're going 
to be a guest of someone who 
was drawn, that's great, too. If 
neither of those situations ap-
ply to you, there's always the 
stand-by possibility, but please 
understand that doing so comes 
with no guarantee. 

RHODE ISLAND
DEM ANNOUNCES 

OPENING OF SMALL 
GAME HUNTING 

SEASON ON 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 

20
The Department of Environ-

mental Management's Division 
of Fish and Wildlife has set 
seasons and bag limits for the 

Rhode Island small game hunt-
ing season that begins on Sat-
urday, October 20. Seasons and 
bag limits for small game were 
set following a public hear-
ing that was held in June. The 
2012-13 Hunting and Trapping 
Season Abstract summarizes 
various laws and regulations 
affecting wildlife and specifies 
season dates and bag limits 
for game species. The hunting 
season abstract is available 
from all license vendors, DEM's 
Division of Fish and Wildlife of-
fices in North Scituate and West 
Kingston, and DEM's Licensing 
Office at DEM Headquarters in 
Providence.

Hunting is a traditional 
recreational pastime in Rhode 
Island which contributes to the 
economic health of the state. 
According to the most recent 
statistics from the US Fish & 
Wildlife Service's National Sur-
vey of Fishing, Hunting, and 
Wildlife-Associated Recreation 
(2006), some 14,000 hunters 
spend over $10 million annu-
ally in Rhode Island on trip 
and equipment-related expen-
ditures for hunting activities.

The legal shooting hours for 
all small game, which includes 
pheasant, bobwhite, rabbit, 
hare, squirrel, and fox, are from 
sunrise to sunset; however, 
on October 20, legal shooting 
hours will be from 7:00 a.m. 
until sunset. The season for 
raccoon opened on October 1, 
with legal shooting hours from 
6:00 p.m. to midnight. Hunting 
hours for coyotes, which have 
no closed season, are one half 
hour before sunrise to one half 

hour after sunset.
The season for bobwhite 

quail opens on October 20 and 
runs until November 25. The 
pheasant season opens on Octo-
ber 20 and runs until February 
28, 2013. The season for rabbit, 
hare, squirrel and fox opens 
October 20 and closes Febru-
ary 28, 2013. The ruffed grouse 
season is closed statewide. New 
this year, state lands are open to 
small game hunting during the 
shotgun deer season, December 
1-16.

The daily bag limits for 
small game are as follows: 
pheasant (2), bobwhite (3), rab-
bit (3), hare (1), and gray squir-
rel (5). There is no bag limit for 
fox or raccoon.

Pheasant hunting requires 
the purchase of a gamebird per-
mit. The permit fees are used to 
support the existing pheasant 
stocking program, allow for 
a longer season for pheasant 
stocking, and help pay for the 
cost of habitat improvements 
on state lands. A permit consists 
of six pheasant tags that allow 
hunters to harvest six pheasant 
with the requirement that each 
bird be tagged immediately 
upon taking. Pheasant will 
be stocked weekly beginning 
on October 20 and continuing 
through the end of December. 
Hunters are allowed to pur-
chase an unlimited number 
of permits to take additional 
pheasant. The cost of a game-
bird permit is $15.50, with the 
funds from the program used 
to acquire pheasants and assist 
in habitat management projects 
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across the state.
According to principal wild-

life biologist Brian Tefft, the 
Division of Fish and Wildlife 
plans to stock 4,000 ring-necked 
pheasants on state wildlife 
management areas. This sea-
son, 80 percent of the pheas-
ants will be stocked between 
opening day and Thanksgiving, 
with three additional stock-
ings during the late season 
that begins in December. The 
pheasant stocking program, 
augmented by the gamebird 
permit, has improved pheasant 
hunting opportunities and bird 
habitats in the management 
areas. Sportsmen should enjoy 
excellent hunting opportunities 
for ring-necked pheasant and 
other upland species again this 
year. As a result of a regulatory 
change, small game hunting 
will remain open during the 
shotgun portion of the deer sea-
son. All hunters are reminded 
to wear 500 square inches of 
fluorescent orange visible from 
above the waist, including a hat 
and/or vest during the shotgun 
deer season.

Pheasant stocking will oc-
cur in several land units on 
all wildlife management ar-
eas including Arcadia, Great 
Swamp, Carolina, Durfee Hill, 
Black Hut, Buck Hill, Sapowet, 
Nicholas Farm, Big River, and 
the Simmons Mill Pond and 
Eight-Rod Farm management 
areas. Pheasant stocking will 
occur periodically from open-
ing day through the end of the 
season. Hunter check stations 
have detailed maps of the best 

hunting areas available in the 
management areas.

Seasons and bag limits for 
R.I. migratory game birds are 
established following guide-
lines set by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Hunting for 
mourning dove in the first 
segment began September 15 
and ran until October 14, with 
shooting hours from noon to 
sunset. Dove hunting reopens 
on October 20 and runs until 
November 10, and will also 
be open from December 19 to 
January 5, 2013. Shooting hours 
during the last segment are 
from sunrise to sunset, except 
that on October 20 shooting 
hours are from 7:00 a.m. to 
sunset. The daily bag limit for 
dove is 12 birds.

Woodcock hunting opens 
on October 20 and closes on No-
vember 30 with a daily bag limit 
of three birds. The season for 
rails and common snipe runs 
now until November 9. Hunters 
are reminded that federal law 
requires that migratory bird 
hunters must use a shotgun that 
is capable of holding no more 
than three shells.

State wildlife management 
areas are in excellent condi-
tion for the start of the hunting 
season, as a result of planting 
food and cover plots and other 
habitat management activities 
designed to improve wildlife 
habitat. Significant habitat 
management projects, involv-
ing plantings, brush mowing 
and forest management ac-
tivities designed to improve 
early successional habitats have 

occurred, adding significant 
wildlife habitat diversity in the 
management areas. Both game 
and non-game wildlife benefit 
from these habitat management 
projects on state lands so that 
hunters and non-hunters en-
gaged in wildlife observation 
enjoy the benefits from these 
necessary habitat projects.

Small game check stations 
will be open for hunters using 
the Arcadia, Great Swamp, 
Carolina and Durfee Hill man-
agement areas on the following 
weekends as follows: October 
20 & 21, October 27 & 28, No-
vember 3 & 4, and November 10 
& 11. On these dates, all hunters 
must check in and out of the 
check station prior to hunting 
small game in these areas. All 
game harvested is recorded by 
the check station operators. The 
data assists the Division in ob-
taining information on hunting 
effort and game harvested. The 
check stations are staffed by 
knowledgeable DEM Fish and 
Wildlife personnel who provide 
valuable information on hunt-
ing in the state management 
areas and can answer questions 
from the public. No special per-
mits are required to hunt small 
game other than a valid 2012 
hunting or combination license.

Hunting licenses are avail-
able from various license ven-
dors throughout the state and 
DEM's Division of Licens-
ing at 235 Promenade Street, 
Providence. A resident hunting 
license costs $18.00, with all 
money collected going into a 
special restricted account used 
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specifically to fund the state's 
wildlife restoration program. 
Hunters are advised to check 
with local authorities before 
hunting in unfamiliar areas, as 
municipalities may impose ad-
ditional restrictions on hunting 
within their boundaries.

All users of state manage-
ment areas and all hunters 
statewide are reminded that 
they must wear at least 200 
square inches of solid daylight 
fluorescent orange material that 
is visible above the waist in all 
directions from the second Sat-
urday in September to February 
28, 2013 and from the third Sat-
urday in April until the end of 
May during the turkey season. 
During the shotgun deer sea-
sons, all users of state manage-
ment areas must wear a total of 
500 square inches of this mate-
rial. This requirement is a vital 
part of the state's hunter safety 
effort and has been proven to 
reduce the incidence of hunting 
accidents.

For further information, 
hunters may contact the Divi-
sion of Fish and Wildlife at the 
great Swamp Field Office in 
West Kingston at 789-0281, or 
the Division of Law Enforce-
ment at 222-3070. 

SOUTH 
CAROLINA

DOvE HUNTING 
RESUMES NOv. 17
The 2012-13 mourning dove 

seasons in South Carolina will 
resume as follows: Nov. 17-24; 

and Dec. 21–Jan. 15. Legal hunt-
ing hours for mourning dove 
season are from 30 minutes 
before sunrise until sunset. The 
daily bag limit is 15 birds per 
day. The state’s mourning dove 
season is set each year by the 
S.C. Natural Resources (DNR) 
Board within a framework of 
regulations and timetables is-
sued by the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service.

The arrival of "late season" 
migratory doves can drastically 
improve hunting opportunity 
on public and private dove 
fields across the state. Those 
hunters willing to scout for con-
centrations of doves during this 
time of year are often rewarded 
by opportunities which equal 
or exceed those found during 
the early segment of the sea-
son. A county-by-county list 
of the forty-three public dove 
fields can be obtained by writ-
ing: DNR, Attn: Public Dove 
Fields, PO Box 167, Columbia, 
SC 29202, or by calling (803) 
734-3886 in Columbia.

Hunters participating in 
public dove hunts on DNR 
Wildlife Management Area 
dove fields should be aware of 
special regulations in place on 
these fields. Hunters may not 
take shooting positions on pub-
lic fields before noon. Hunters 
will be restricted to 50 shells per 
hunt on all Wildlife Manage-
ment Area (WMA) public dove 
fields. 

Individuals who plan to 
hunt on public dove fields will 
need a South Carolina hunting 
license and a Wildlife Manage-

ment Area permit. Also, all per-
sons hunting migratory birds 
(including doves) are required 
to have a migratory bird permit. 
Migratory bird permits can be 
obtained free-of-charge at all 
hunting and fishing license 
vendors. 

WATERFOWL 
ADvISORY 

COMMITTEE MEETS 
NOv. 13 NEAR 

MCCLELLANvILLE 
The Waterfowl Advisory 

Committee to the S.C. Natural 
Resources Board will meet 10 
a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 13 at the 
Santee Coastal Reserve Wildlife 
Management Area, 220 Santee 
Gun Club Road, McClellanville.

The meeting is open to the 
public. Anyone with business 
for the advisory committee, 
needing the agenda or di-
rections to the meeting place 
should contact Susan John-
son at the S.C. Department of 
Natural Resources in Columbia 
at (803) 734-3889. William L. 
"Sam" Hiott Jr. of Charleston is 
the chairman of the Waterfowl 
Advisory Committee.

Items scheduled on the 
agenda for the meeting of the 
Waterfowl Advisory Commit-
tee include: 

* Overview of Upper Coast-
al Waterfowl Project

* Discussion: Category I Wa-
terfowl Areas Opening Dates

* Discussion: Category II 
Waterfowl Areas

* Planning for Upcoming 
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Peer Reviews
* Outlook for 2012-2013 Wa-

terfowl Season
* Committee Member/Con-

stituent Comments
* Old/New Business
2011-12 quail season slightly 

improved from previous year
Survey results for the S.C. 

Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) 2011-12 Bob-
white Quail Hunter Survey 
indicates an average of 0.46 
coveys per hour were flushed 
during the 2011-12 season, a 
slight increase from the 2010-11 
season. Quail bagged per hour 
also increased slightly and rab-
bits jumped per hour increased 
significantly from last year. The 
reported average covey size de-
creased from the previous year. 

Fifty percent of those re-
sponding rated the 2011-12 
season as poor, while 29 percent 
gave the season a fair rating and 
21 percent a good rating. 

Quail harvest rate in the 
Midlands was higher than in 
the other three regions (the 
Piedmont, Northern Coastal 
Plain and the Southern Coastal 
Plain or "Low Country"). The 
reported average size of quail 
coveys ranged from 9.1 birds 
per covey in the Piedmont to 
10.7 birds per covey in the Mid-
lands. Calhoun County claimed 
the top spot in the coveys per 
hour index at 1.51, followed by 
Sumter (1.18) and Horry (0.73) 
counties. Sumter County led 
the state in quail harvested per 
hour at 1.85, followed by Dar-
lington County (0.87). County 

results should be interpreted 
cautiously due to the relatively 
low number of hunts upon 
which they are based.

Plans are underway to con-
tinue the Quail Hunter Survey 
for the 2012-13 season. Efforts 
are ongoing to increase the 
number of cooperators and all 
avid quail hunters are encour-
aged to participate. Contact the 
DNR Small game Project, P.O. 
Box 167, Columbia, SC 29202, 
(803)734-3609, to be included 
in the survey. 

SOUTH DAKOTA
IDEAL WEATHER, 

HARvESTED CROPS, 
GREET SOUTH 

DAKOTA'S OPENING 
DAY PHEASANT 

HUNTERS
Sunny skies, most crops 

harvested and increased bird 
numbers made an enjoyable 
experience for a majority of 
opening-day pheasant hunters 
in South Dakota.

A long, dry summer has 
sped the harvest of corn and 
soybean crops, where many 
early season pheasants seek 
refuge. This year, the birds had 
to resort to sloughs, grassy 
patches and shelterbelts, mak-
ing them easier to find in many 
areas of the state.

"Hunter numbers seemed 
to be down in central South 
Dakota," said Region 2 Game 
Manager Nathan Baker.

"Hunter success was about 
1.5 birds per hunter, but seemed 

to be higher than that in Camp-
bell Woolworth and Potter 
Counties."

"Hunters were in great spir-
its, and seemed to understand 
with reduced habitat due to 
the drought, and if they found 
a few birds, they found alot," 
said Baker.

There were two known 
hunting accidents in the area, 
both hunters being struck by 
pellets. Neither hunter was 
seriously injured. In the north-
eastern part of the state, hunters 
found birds in a mixed bag of 
areas.

"People were hunting shel-
terbelts and cattail sloughs as 
well as in the grass," said Re-
gion 1 Game Manager Jacqui 
Ermer.

"The CREP areas in Mar-
shall County were extremely 
busy," she said.

Ermer thought that hunters 
were averaging a bird a piece, 
but were seeing a good number 
of birds.

"Hunters in Faulk McPhere-
son and Edmunds Counties 
were having a little more suc-
cess, with about 2 birds each," 
she said.

Early week rains were a 
blessing as they reduced fire 
dangers in the area and hunters 
were glad to see it, Ermer said.

In southeastern SD, GFP 
Regional Game Manager Ron 
Schauer reported happy hunt-
ers.

"All the groups I talked to 
were in good moods," Schauer 
said.
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He reported that most 
groups had between 1/2 a bird 
to 2 birds per hunter. "Keep in 
mind most of our groups seem 
to shoot a lot of birds in the last 
hour of the day."

Schauer reported that most 
of the groups that found unhar-
vested or stripped corn fields 
were doing very well and that 
hunters in Beadle, Jerauld, 
Sanborn and Davison Counties 
were finding more birds.

"We also havent had any 
accidents today, which is excel-
lent. Opening weekend groups 
seem to really enjoy the tradi-
tion and camraderie that goes 
along with the day."

"Our August roadside brood 
surveys indicated that bird 
numbers are up from last year 
in many parts of the state," said 
Tom Kirschenmann, terrestrial 
chief in the state Game, Fish 
and Parks Department. "The 
combination of higher pheasant 
numbers, good weather condi-
tions, and a crop harvest near-
ing completion led to a great 
opening day."

The lack of rain across much 
of South Dakota did come into 
play, said Kirschenmann. "This 
year's drought has reduced the 
amount of cover available for 
pheasants. Birds concentrated 
in those areas of quality cover 
and hunters had success find-
ing birds there."

For a majority of South 
Dakotans and guests, opening 
day ranks right up there with a 
holiday like Christmas.

"Opening day traditions 
are a big part of why we hunt 

pheasants in South Dakota," 
Kirshenmann said. "Spending 
time with old friends, introduc-
ing the sport to new hunters, 
returning to the places where 
we have hunted for years - 
those are the reasons why we 
are drawn to the fields year 
after year."

GROUSE HUNTERS 
ASKED TO TAKE FIRE 

PRECAUTIONS
The South Dakota hunt-

ing seasons for grouse, prairie 
chicken and partridge open 
Sept. 15 and the Game, Fish and 
Parks Department is asking that 
hunters keep safety foremost 
in mind.

Fire danger has been ex-
tremely high throughout 
the summer, and remains so 
throughout much of the state. 
With that in mind, hunters are 
being asked to take precautions 
to help prevent range fires.

GFP asks hunters to take 
these basic precautions:

* Equip their vehicles with 
a large fire extinguisher, shovel 
and water they’ll need to fight 
a fire.

* Extinguish cigarettes with 
water or dirt or use an ashtray 
inside their vehicle.

* Limit vehicle traffic to des-
ignated roads and trails.

* Never park a vehicle over 
dry grass.

In addition, hunters can 
provide an extra safety measure 
by carrying a cell phone and 
being alert for possible fires. If 
smoke or fire is seen, hunters 

should report the fire location 
to local law enforcement or call 
911 immediately. 

TENNESSEE
YOUTH WATERFOWL 
HUNT APPLICATION 

DEADLINE 
APPROACHING 

FOR BOGOTA AND 
THORNY CYPRESS 

WMAS 
The Tennessee Wildlife Re-

sources Agency would like to 
remind all youth duck hunters 
and parents that the deadline 
for applying for the first-ever 
youth only waterfowl hunts at 
Bogota Wildlife Management 
Area (WMA) & Thorny Cypress 
WMA is midnight (CDT) Oct. 
10. These hunts are for youth 
6-15 years of age and will be 
held on Feb. 2 and Feb. 9, 2013.

A computer drawing will 
be held to determine successful 
applicants. Youth may apply 
for these hunts at any TWRA 
license agent, at any TWRA 
regional office or online. All 
successful applicants must be 
accompanied by at least one 
non-hunting adult, plus they 
may bring up to four additional 
youth hunters as their guests on 
the day of the hunt.

STATE’S 2012 DOvE 
SEASON OPENS 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 1
One of Tennessee’s most 

long-standing outdoor sports 
traditions will begin with the 
annual opening of dove season. 
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Dove season officially begins 
across the state on Saturday, 
Sept. 1 at noon (local time).

Tennessee’s 2012 season 
will again be divided into three 
segments: Sept. 1 through Sept. 
26; Oct. 13 through Oct. 28; and 
Dec. 19 through Jan. 15. Hunt-
ing times, other than opening 
day, are one-half hour before 
sunrise until sunset for all other 
days.

Doves are found through-
out the various regions in the 
state, but the highest concen-
tration is in farming areas. The 
hunter must have in his/her 
possession a valid state hunting 
license and Tennessee Migra-
tory Bird Permit at all times 
while hunting. Hunters must 
have landowner’s permission 
to hunt on private land.

The daily bag limit is 15. 
There is no limit on collared 
dove. Doves not readily iden-
tifiable as collared doves will 
be considered mourning doves 
and will count toward the 
mourning dove daily bag limit. 
No person shall take migratory 
game birds by the aid of baiting, 
or on or over any baited area. 
Any auto-loading or repeating 
shotgun must be incapable of 
holding more than three shells 
while dove hunting.

More information on Ten-
nessee’s dove season can be 
found on the Tennessee Wild-
life Resources Agency website 
(www.tnwildlife.org) under the 
“For Hunters” section. The 2012 
Tennessee Hunting & Trapping 
Guide can also be viewed on 
the website or a copy may be 
obtained at any TWRA regional 

office or wherever hunting and 
fishing licenses are sold.

NEW COMMISSION 
SETS 2012-13 
WATERFOWL 

SEASONS
The Tennessee Fish and 

Wildlife Commission estab-
lished the 2012-13 waterfowl 
hunting seasons during its Au-
gust meeting which concluded 
Friday at the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency’s Region II 
Ray Bell Building.

The governing body of the 
TWRA was meeting for the first 
time as the Tennessee Fish and 
Game Commission, with the 
exception of a brief meeting 
in July to elect its officers. The 
commission assumed its new 
name on July 1.

The commission approved 
the late waterfowl season pro-
posals made by the TWRA. 
One of the biggest changes 
waterfowl hunters will see this 
year is in regard to the youth 
waterfowl season.

The youth waterfowl sea-
son in the Statewide Zone and 
Reelfoot Zone will be split into 
two one-day hunts on consecu-
tive Saturdays, rather than a 
Saturday-Sunday format. The 
dates in 2013 will be Feb. 2 and 
9 for youth ages 6-15.

The other waterfowl sea-
sons will reflect mostly calen-
dar date changes from recent 
years. There will again be a 
60-day season for 2012-13 duck 
hunting, with one split. The sea-
son will end Jan. 27, 2013 and a 
6-duck bag limit.

The Statewide Zone duck 
hunting seasons to be held are 
Nov. 24-25 and Dec.1-Jan. 27 
while the Reelfoot Zone dates 
are Nov. 10-11 and Dec. 1-Jan. 
27. The seasons will maximize 
the number of weekends open 
to duck hunting and will end 
on the latest date allowed (the 
last Sunday in January).

The number of days al-
lowed for Canada goose hunt-
ing seasons has been extended 
by six days in each of the zones. 
The daily bag limit for Canada 
goose has also increased to 
three from two in all zones.

TWRA waterfowl coordi-
nator Tim White said officials 
report that habitat conditions 
in the Prairie Pothole region of 
the United States and Canada 
began with a dry spring, but in-
creased rainfall in Canada this 
summer should be a big boost 
to the broods. He reported that 
waterfowl harvests in Tennes-
see were estimated at almost 
198,000 last year. The TWRA 
recommendations follow the 
maximum USFWS frameworks 
regarding duck bag limits. A 
daily bag limit of 6 ducks may 
include no more than: 4 mal-
lards (no more than 2 of which 
may be a hen), 3 wood ducks 
(during the late waterfowl sea-
son only), 4 scaup (an increase 
of 2 from last year), 2 pintails, 1 
canvasback, and 1 black duck. 
The daily bag limit of mergan-
ser would be 5, only 2 which 
may be hooded mergansers.

The maximum number of 
days allowed within in the fed-
eral framework for goose hunt-
ing seasons will be in effect. 
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Goose seasons are set as late as 
federal frameworks allow in 
order to take advantage of any 
migratory geese that may be 
available in late winter.

Season dates for Canada 
geese are Oct. 13-Oct. 30, Nov. 
24-25, and Dec. 1-Jan. 27, 2013 
in the Statewide Zone. In the 
Northwest Zone, the dates are 
Oct. 13-16, Nov. 10-11, and Dec. 
1-Feb. 10. The daily bag limit is 
3 per person.

The white-fronted goose 
season runs statewide from 
Dec. 1-Feb. 10. The daily bag 
limit is 2 per person.

Season dates and bag lim-
its for light geese (snow, blue, 
Ross) are similar to last season 
with a shift for the calendar. 
The standard season will run 
from Nov. 24 through Feb. 10, 
2013 (standard regulations 
apply). Federal Conservation 
Order provisions allow the 
use of electronic calls and un-
plugged shotguns for the Feb. 
11 through March 10, 2013 por-
tion of the season. The daily 
bag limit of light geese is 20 
per person, per day during the 
conservation season.

Bobby Wilson, Fisheries Di-
vision Chief, gave a preview of 
the 2013-14 sport fishing regula-
tions. The complete proposals 
for next year will be outlined 
in a release early next week. 
Sport fishing regulations are 
usually established during the 
October meeting of the TWRC. 
Also, Wilson gave proposals 
with relatively minor changes 
in regard to the commercial 
fishing proclamation.

Wildlife and Forestry Divi-
sion Chief Daryl Ratajczak gave 
the commission an update on 
the two remaining elk tags. The 
four participants who had their 
names drawn were announced 
at the June meeting.

The fifth participant for the 
elk hunt Oct. 15-19 will be the 
recipient of a permit that is do-
nated to a Non-Governmental 
Organization, which this year 
was the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Foundation. The 
foundation held an online auc-
tion in July and Walt Kimberlin 
of Oak Ridge was awarded the 
final permit with a bid of $6,800. 
Fund-raising proceeds are des-
ignated for the TWRA Elk Pro-
gram. At the recently-held Land 
and Wildlife Expo, 14-year old 
Jessica Parkins, of Greeneville, 
was announced as the winner 
of the permit to participate in 
the inaugural Tennessee Young 
Sportsman Elk Hunt to be held 
Oct. 20-21.

The TWRC will next meet 
in Nashville on Sept. 27-28. 
Committee meetings will start 
at 1 p.m. on Thursday and the 
formal commission meeting 
will begin at 9 a.m. on Friday.
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Gun Shows

 ALASKA 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Fairgrounds Glenn 
Highway Palmer 

 ALABAMA 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Jefferson Civic Center 
North Expo Hall Bir-
mingham 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
City Meeting Center 
1615 Noble St Anniston 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
North Alabama Fair-
grounds 65 SportsPlex 
Drive Muscle Shoals 
 Nov 24-25 Gun Show 
Civic Center North 
Expo Hall Birmingham 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Cahaba Shriners 6001 
P u l a s k i  P i k e  N W 
Huntsville 

 ARKANSAS 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Former Wal-Mart 612 
JP Wright Loop Rd 
Jacksonville 
 Dec 29-30 gun Show 
Former Wal-Mart 612 
JP Wright Loop Rd 
Jacksonville 

 ARIzONA 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Pima Cty Fairgrounds 
11300 S Houghton Rd 
I10 Exit 275 Tucson 

 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Pima Co Fairgrounds 
11300 S Houghton Rd 
I10 Exit 275 Tucson 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
University of Phoenix 
11300 S Houghton Rd 
I10 Exit 275 glendale 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Centennial Hall 1826 
W McDowell Ave I17 
Exit McDowell Mesa 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
American Royal Palace 
1915 W Thunderbird 
Rd Phoenix 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Shon 
Bookmans Center 5120 
S Julian Dr Tucson 
 Nov 30-2 gun Show 
AZ State Fairgrounds 
Ice House Arena 1826 
W McDowell Ave I17 
Exit McDowell Phoe-
nix 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Pima Cty Fairgrounds 
11300 S Houghton Rd 
I10 Exit 275 Tucson 

 CALIFORNIA 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Covention Center 2000 
E Convention Way On-
tario 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Copper Mtn College 
6162 Rotary Way Josh-
ua Tree 

 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 900 Fair-
grounds Dr Vallejo 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 900 North 
Broadway Turlock 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Fairgrounds Santa Ma-
ria 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 14800 7th 
St Victorville 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
The Cow Palace 2600 
Geneva Ave San Fran-
cisco 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 1201 West 
10th St Antioch 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Bakers-
field 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Glendale Civic Au-
ditorium 1401 North 
Verdugo Rd Glendale 
 Nov 24-25 Gun Show 
Orange Co Fairgrounds 
I405 To Fairview 88 
Fair Drive Costa Mesa 
 Nov 24-25 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 344 Tully 
Rd San Jose 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Fresno 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 900 Fair-
grounds Drive Vallejo 

 Dec 8-9 Gun Show Del 
Mar Fairgrounds Cow 
Palace 2600 Jimmy Du-
rante Blvd I5 Via De 
LaValle Exit Del Mar 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Event Center Paso Ro-
bles 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 800 All 
American Blvd Ros-
eville 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Ventura 

 COLORADO 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Merchandise Mart I25 
& 58th Ave Denver 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Fairgrounds Pueblo 
 June 16-17 Gun Show 
Outlet Mall 5720 Mc-
Whinney Blvd. Love-
land 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Expo Center 2801 W. 
Colorado Ave Colo-
rado Springs 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Merchandise Mart I25 
& 58th Ave Denver 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Larimer  Cty Fair-
grounds 5280 Arena 
Circle Loveland 
 Nov 23-25 Gun Show 
Expo Center 2801 W. 
Colorado Ave Colo-
rado Springs 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Merchandise Mart I25 
& 58th Ave Denver 
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 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Larimer  Cty Fair-
grounds 5280 Arena 
Circle Loveland 
 Dec 29-30 gun Show 
Merchandise Mart I25 
& 58th Ave Denver 
 Connecticut 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Mountain Ridge Ex-
hibit Center 383 S Cen-
ter St Wallingford 
 Jan 5-6 Gun Show 
Sheraton Hotel  18 
Ridgebury Rd Dan-
bury 
 Jan 5-6 Gun Show 
Sheraton Hotel 2701 
Summer St Stamford 
 Jan 12-13 Gun Show 
Mountain Ridge Ex-
hibit Center 383 S Cen-
ter St Wallingford 
 April 13-14 Gun Show 
Mountain Ridge Ex-
hibit Center 383 S Cen-
ter St Wallingford 
 Oct 19-20 gun Show 
Mountain Ridge Ex-
hibit Center 383 S Cen-
ter St Wallingford  

 FLORIDA 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Fairgrounds Orlando 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
F a i rg ro u n d s  9 0 6 7 
Southern Blvd West 
Palm Beach 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Auditorium 625 E Hi-
biscus Blvd Melbourne 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Fairgrounds Hwy 98 & 
Sherman Panama City 

 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 756 Mag-
nolia Ave Sebring 
 Nov 3-4 Miami Gun 
Show Fairgrounds Mi-
ami 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
F a i rg ro u n d s  9 0 6 7 
Southern Blvd West 
Palm Beach 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 6655 Mo-
bils Hwy Pensacola 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Auditorium 625 E Hi-
biscus Blvd Melbourne 
 Nov 24-25 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Orlando 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Ft Walton 
Beach 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 3150 E 
New York Ave Deland 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Tallahas-
see 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 2101 N 
County Rd 452 Eustis 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
F a i rg ro u n d s  9 0 6 7 
Southern Blvd West 
Palm Beach 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Jackson-
ville 
 Dec 29-30 gun Show 
Auditorium 625 E Hi-
biscus Blvd Melbourne 

 GEORGIA 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
North Atlanta Trade 
Center I85 N Exit In-
dian Trail Rd Gwinnett 
County 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 401 Larry 
Walker Parkway Perry 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Jim Miller Park 2245 
Callaway Rd Marietta 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Civic Center Savannah 

 IOWA 
 Nov 2-4 Gun Show 
Adventureland Des 
Moines 
 Nov 9-11 Gun Show 
Hawkeye Downs 4400 
6th St Cedar Rapids 
 Nov 23-25 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 4H Build-
ing Des Moines 

 IDAHO 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds N 4060 
govt Way Coer D’alene 

 ILLINOIS 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Expo Center Belleville 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Il l inois State Fair-
grounds Springfield 
 Oct 14 gun Show Fair-
grounds 525 S Randall 
Rd St Charles 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Fairgrounds Cham-
paign 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
K.C. Hall Effingham 

 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
I n t e r s t a t e  C e n t e r 
Bloomington 
 Nov 24-25 Gun Show 
Crowne Plaza Spring-
field 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Gateway Center I55 & 
70 Collinsville 
 Dec 9 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 525 S Randall 
Rd St Charles 

 INDIANA 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 5117 S 
Ironwood Rd South 
Bend 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Vanderburg 4-H 201 E 
Boonville Evansville 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Coliseum Fort Wayne 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 620 N Ap-
ple St greenfield 
 Oct 19-21 gun Show 
State Fairgrounds Blue 
Ribbon Building India-
napolis 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Lake County Fair-
grounds 889 S Court 
St Crown Point 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Town Center 760 S Van 
Buren St Shipshewana 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 806 E 
Botaw Rd Portland 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Johanning Civic Center 
Kokomo 
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 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
National Guard Ar-
mory 5218 E 200th St 
Lafayette 
 Nov 24-25 Gun Show 
Coliseum Fort Wayne 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Lake County Fair-
grounds 889 S Court 
St Crown Point 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Vanderburg 4-H 201 E 
Boonville Evansville 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Kuhlman Center 861 
N Salisbury Rd Rich-
mond 
 Dec 29-20 gun Show 
Civic Center US 31 
Kokomo 
 Jan 5-6 Gun Show Col-
iseum Fort Wayne 
 Mar 9-10 gun Show 
Coliseum Fort Wayne 

 KANSAS 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Kansas Coliseum 1229 
E. 85th North Wichita 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Coliseum I-135 & East 
85th St N Wichita 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show In-
ternational Trade Cen-
ter 115th & Metcalf 
Overland Park 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Kansas Expo Center 
Hwy 75 & 21st St To-
peka 
 Dec 29-30 gun Show 
Coliseum I-135 & East 
85th St N Wichita 

 March 9-10 gun Show 
Kansas Coliseum 1229 
E. 85th North Wichita 
 Oct 12-13 gun Show 
Kansas Coliseum 1229 
E. 85th North Wichita 
 March 8-9 Gun Show 
Kansas Coliseum 1229 
E. 85th North Wichita 
 Oct 11-12 gun Show 
Kansas Coliseum 1229 
E. 85th North Wichita 
 March 7-8 Gun Show 
Kansas Coliseum 1229 
E. 85th North Wichita 
 Oct 10-11 gun Show 
Kansas Coliseum 1229 
E. 85th North Wichita 
 March 5-6 Gun Show 
Kansas Coliseum 1229 
E. 85th North Wichita 
 Oct 8-9 gun Show 
Kansas Coliseum 1229 
E. 85th North Wichita 

 KENTUCKY 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Cave City Conven-
tion Center I-65 Exit 53 
Cave City 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Cave City Conven-
tion Center I-65 Exit 53 
Cave City 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Kentucky Fair 937 Phil-
lips Lane Louisville 

 LOUISIANA 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Heymann Convention 
Center 4607 Johnson St 
Lafayette 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Civic Center Shreve-
port 

 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Pontchartrain Center 
I10 Williams Blvd Exit 
Kenner 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Northshore Harbor 
Center 100 Harbor 
Center Blvd Slidell 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Civic Center Lake 
Charles 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Lamar-Dixon Expo 
Hall Gonzales 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Civic Center 620 Ben-
ton Rd Bossier City 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Heymann Convention 
Center 4607 Johnson St 
Lafayette 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Pontchartrain Center 
I10 Williams Blvd Exit 
Kenner 

 
MASSACHUETTS 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Expo 8 Natalie Way 
Plymouth 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Expo 1305 Memorial 
Ave West Springfield 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Expo 1305 Memorial 
Ave West Springfield 
 Jan 26-27 Gun Show 
Royal Plaza Trade Cen-
ter Rt 84 To Rt 90 Exit 
495 N Marlboro 
 March 2-3 Gun Show 
Shriners Auditorium 
Wilmington 

 April 6-7 Gun Show 
Royal Plaza Trade Cen-
ter Rt 84 To Rt 90 Exit 
495 N Marlboro 
 Mar 9-10 gun Show 
Expo 1305 Memorial 
Ave West Springfield 
 March 23-24 Gun 
Show Expo 8 Natalie 
Way Plymouth 
 June 1-2 Gun Show 
Expo Rt 91 Exit 3 West 
Springfield 
 Sept 21-22 Gun Show 
Royal Plaza Trade Cen-
ter Rt 84 To Rt 90 Exit 
495 N Marlboro 
 Oct 5-6 gun Show 
Expo 8 Natalie Way 
Plymouth 
 Oct 26-27 gun Show 
Expo 1305 Memorial 
Ave West Springfield 
 Dec 14-15 Gun Show 
Expo 1305 Memorial 
Ave West Springfield 

 MARYLAND 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 695 Belt-
way Exit 24 I 83 Exit 17 
Timonium 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Outlet Center Per-
ryville 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
S h o w p l a c e  A re n a 
Route 4 & Route 301 
Upper Marlboro 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Fairgrounds I-70 Exit 
55 Frederick 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Putty Hill Shopping 
Center 2700 S. Hamp-
ton Rd Parkville 
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 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Armory 18 Willow St 
Annapolis 
 Mar 16-17 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds I-70 Exit 
80 Baltimore 
 Mar 15-16 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds I-70 Exit 
80 Baltimore 
 March 21-22 Gun 
Show Fairgrounds I-70 
Exit 80 Baltimore 

 MICHIGAN 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 2900 Lake 
St Kalamazoo 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Delta Plex 2500 Turner 
Ave Grand Rapids 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
IMA Sports Arena 3501 
Lapeer Rd. Flint 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Wexford Civic Center 
N131 & 13th St Cadil-
lac 
 Nov 2-4 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds US127 & 
Kipp Rd Lansing 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Showplace Novi 
 Nov 23-25 Gun Show 
Birch Run Expo I75 
Exit 136 Birch Run 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Delta Plex 2500 Turner 
Ave Grand Rapids 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 3775 S 
Custer Rd Monroe 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 2900 Lake 
St Kalamazoo 

 Dec 22-23 Gun Show 
Showplace Novi 
 Dec 28-30 gun Show 
Fairgrounds US127 & 
Kipp Rd Lansing 

 MINNESOTA 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Armory St Paul 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
River Centre St Paul 

 MISSOURI 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Civic Center 2 Black 
Knight Rd Farmington 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Hol iday  Inn  3615 
Rangeline Rd Joplin 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Ozark Empire Fair-
grounds 3001 North 
grant St Springfield 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
KCI Expo Center 11730 
N Ambassador Dr 
Kansas City 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Missouri State Fair-
grounds 2503 W 16th 
St Sedalia 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Convention Center St 
Charles 
 Nov 23-25 Gun Show 
Machinists Hall 12365 
St Charles Rock Rd 
Bridgeton 
 Nov 23-25 Gun Show 
F a i rg ro u n d s  5 2 1 2 
North Oakland gravel 
Rd Columbia 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Ozark Empire Fair-
grounds 3001 North 
grant St Springfield 

 Dec 22-23 Gun Show 
KCI Expo Center 11730 
N Ambassador Dr 
Kansas City 
 Dec 28-30 gun Show 
Convention Center 1 
Convention Center 
Plaza St Charles 
 Jan 12-14 Gun Show 
Machinists Hall 12365 
St Charles Rock Rd 
Bridgeton 
 Jan 12-13 Gun Show 
Civic Center 2 Black 
Knight Rd Farmington 
 Feb 23-24 Gun Show 
Cowan Civic Center 
500 E Elm St Lebanon 

 MISSISSIPPI 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Coliseum Biloxi 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Trade Mart I55 & High 
St Jackson 

 MONTANA 
 Oct 5-7 gun Show 
Fairgrounds Missoula 
 Oct 12-14 gun Show 
Fairgrounds Lewis-
town 
 Oct 12-14 gun Show 
Community Center 
Wise River 
 Oct 19-21 gun Show 
Fairgrounds Kalispell 
 Oct 26-28 gun Show 
Civic Center Butte 
 Nov 2-4 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Helena 
 Nov 23-25 Gun Show 
Holiday Inn I-90 King 
Ave Exit Billings 

 Nov 23-25 Gun Show 
Holiday Inn I-90 King 
Ave Exit Billings 
 Nov 30-2 gun Show 
Fairgrounds Hamilton 
 Dec 7-9 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Bozeman 

 NORTH 
CAROLINA 

 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Crown Expo Center 
1960 Coliseum Dr Fay-
etteville 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Convention Center 
Greenville 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show Ag 
Center 1301 Fanning 
Bridge Road Fletcher 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Civic Center 700 West 
Liberty St Sumter 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Wilmington National 
Guard Armory 2221 
Carolina Beach Rd 
Wilmington 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Metrolina Expo Cen-
ter 7100 Statesville Rd 
Charlotte 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
LJVM Coliseum Annex 
2825 University Park-
way Winston-Salem 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Metro Convention 
Center 1960 13th Ave 
Dr SE. Hickory 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Fairgrounds Hwy 70 E 
New Bern 
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 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n 
Building Jacksonville 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Metrolina Expo Cen-
ter 7100 Statesville Rd 
Raleigh 
 Nov 24-25 Gun Show 
Merchandise Mart 
2500 Independence 
Blvd Charlotte 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Convention Center 
Greenville 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Crown Expo Center 
1960 Coliseum Dr Fay-
etteville 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Wilmington National 
Guard Armory 2221 
Carolina Beach Rd 
Wilmington 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Metrolina Expo Cen-
ter 7100 Statesville Rd 
Charlotte 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
NC State Fairgrounds 
Jim Graham Building 
1025 Blueridge Blvd 
Raleigh 
 Dec 22-23 Gun Show 
LJVM Coliseum Annex 
2825 University Park-
way Winston-Salem 
 Dec 29-30 gun Show 
Metro Convention 
Center 1960 13th Ave 
Dr SE. Hickory 

 NEW 
HAMPSHIRE 

 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Fireside Inn I89 Exit 
20 Airport Rd West 
Lebanon 

 NEW MExICO 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 300 San 
Pedro NE Albuquer-
que 
 Oct 24 gun Show Expo 
Lujan Bldg Albuquer-
que 
 Oct 24 gun Show 
Quality Inn 25 Hotel 
Circle NE Albuquer-
que 

 NEvADA 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Reno-Sparks Conven-
tion Ctr I80 - US 395 S 
4590 S. Virginia St Reno 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Cashman Center 850 
N Las Vegas Blvd Las 
Vegas 
 Nov 2-4 Gun Show 
R i v e r s i d e  C a s i n o 
Laughlin 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
South Point Casino Las 
Vegas 
 Nov 16-18 Gun Show 
Grand Sierra Resort 
2500 E Second Reno 
 Dec 22-23 Gun Show 
Reno-Sparks Conven-
tion Ctr I80 - US 395 S 
4590 S. Virginia St Reno 
 Dec 29-30 gun Show 
Cashman Center 850 
N Las Vegas Blvd Las 
Vegas 

 Jan 18-20 gun Show 
Riviera Hotel Las Ve-
gas 

 NEW YORK 
 Oct 5-7 gun Show 
MacDonalds Sports 
Coplex 4292 Fair-
grounds Dr Cortland 
 Oct 7 gun Show Fire-
mans Rec Hall Route 
98 Alexander 
 Oct 12-14 gun Show 
City Center 522 Broad-
way Sarasota Springs 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
American Legion 236 
Scottwood Ave Elmira 
Heights 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Poughkeepsie Mid-
Hudson Civic Center 
Mair Hall Market St & 
Rt 55 Poughkeepsie 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Fire Hall 1 Main St 
Akron 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Steamboat Landing 
205  Lakeshore  Dr 
Canandaigua 
 Nov 3-4 gun Show Or-
ange Cty Fairgrounds 
Middletown 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Wetchester Cty Center 
198 Central Ave White 
Plains 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Vol Fire Dept 405 West 
Main St Springville 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Western NY Event 
Center 11177 Main St 
US Route 5 Clarence 

 Dec 8-9 Gun Show K 
Of C Hall 2735 Union 
Rd Cheektowaga 
 Jan 11-13 Gun Show 
City Center 522 Broad-
way Sarasota Springs 
 Jan 13-14 Gun Show 
Fire Hall 1 Main St 
Akron 
 Jan 19-20 gun Show` 
Fire Hall 354 Liechester 
St Rt 36 Caledonia 
 Jan 26-27 Gun Show 
Steamboat Landing 
205  Lakeshore  Dr 
Canandaigua 
 Feb 16-17 Gun Show 
O r a n g e  C t y  F a i r -
grounds Middletown 
 Feb 23-24 Gun Show 
Mid-Hudson Civic 
Center Mair Hall Mar-
ket St & Rt 55 Pough-
keepsie 
 Feb 23-24 Gun Show 
Fire Department 405 
West Main St Spring-
field 
 Mar 2-3 Gun Show 
Crown Plaza Suffern 
 May 4-5 gun Show Or-
ange Cty Fairgrounds 
Middletown 
 Sept 7-8 gun Show Or-
ange Cty Fairgrounds 
Middletown 
 Nov 2-3 gun Show Or-
ange Cty Fairgrounds 
Middletown 
 Feb 2-3 Gun Show 
Wetchester Cty Center 
198 Central Ave White 
Plains 
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 Nov 9-10 gun Show 
Wetchester Cty Center 
198 Central Ave White 
Plains 

 OHIO 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Eastwood Mall Expo 
Center Rt 422 West Of 
Rt 46 Niles 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Woodland Mall State 
Rt 25 Bowling Green 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Fairgrounds Rt 309 
Lima 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Hara Arena 1001 Shi-
loh Springs Rd Dayton 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Westland Mall 300 
West Broad St Colum-
bus 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 735 Lafay-
ette Medina 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Sharonville Civic Cen-
ter I75 Exit 15 Sharon-
ville 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Veterans Coliseum 
220 E Fairground St 
Marion 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Franklin Cty Fair-
grounds Hilliard 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Cuyahoga Cty Fair-
grounds Bagle RD 
Berea 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Fairgrounds  Ohio 
Turnpike exit 13 Mont-
pelier 

 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
F a i rg ro u n d s  4 4 0 1 
South Charleston Pike 
Springfield 
 Oct 21 gun Show 
Sportsmans Club 1658 
Agosta Meeker Rd N 
Marion 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Robert  Center 123 
Gano Rd Wilmington 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 415 Lan-
caster Pike Circleville 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Eastwood Mall Expo 
Center Rt 422 West Of 
Rt 46 Niles 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Rt 309 
Lima 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Westland Mall 300 
West Broad St Colum-
bus 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 735 Lafay-
ette Medina 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Sharonville Civic Cen-
ter I75 Exit 15 Sharon-
ville 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Summit Cty Fairgrnds 
Arena Rt 91 & Howe 
Rd Akron 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Hara Arena 1001 Shi-
loh Springs Rd Dayton 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Woodland Mall State 
Rt 25 Bowling Green 

 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds  Ohio 
Turnpike exit 13 Mont-
pelier 
 Nov 18 Gun Show 
Sportsmans Club 1658 
Agosta Meeker Rd N 
Marion 
 Nov 24-25 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 415 Lan-
caster Pike Circleville 
 Nov 24-25 Gun Show 
F a i rg ro u n d s  4 4 0 1 
South Charleston Pike 
Springfield 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show Air-
port Expo Center I-75 
Exit 15 Vandalia 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Rt 309 
Lima 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Westland Mall 300 
West Broad St Colum-
bus 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds SR 42 Me-
dina 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Franklin Cty Fair-
grounds Hilliard 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Summit Cty Fairgrnds 
Arena Rt 91 & Howe 
Rd Akron 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Sharonville Conven-
tion Center I75 Exit 15 
Sharonville 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds  Ohio 
Turnpike exit 13 Mont-
pelier 

 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
F a i rg ro u n d s  4 4 0 1 
South Charleston Pike 
Springfield 
 Dec 16 Gun Show 
Sportsmans Club 1658 
Agosta Meeker Rd N 
Marion 
 Dec 22-23 Gun Show 
Hara Arena 1001 Shi-
loh Springs Rd Dayton 
 Dec 22-23 Gun Show 
Civic  Center  7033 
Glenn Hwy Cambridge 
 Dec 29-30 gun Show 
Westland Mall 300 
West Broad St Colum-
bus 
 Jan 5-6 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Rt 309 Lima 
 Jan 19-20 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 735 Lafay-
ette Medina 
 Feb 2-3 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Rt 309 
Lima 
 Feb 16-17 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 735 Lafay-
ette Medina 
 Mar 2-3 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Rt 309 
Lima 
 Mar 16-17 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 735 Lafay-
ette Medina 
 April 6-7 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Rt 309 
Lima 
 Apr 20-21 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 735 Lafay-
ette Medina 
 May 4-5 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Rt 309 
Lima 
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 Oct 5-6 gun Show 
Fairgrounds Rt 309 
Lima 
 Nov 2-3 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Rt 309 
Lima 
 Dec 7-8 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Rt 309 
Lima 

 OKLAHOMA 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Fairgrounds Transpor-
tation Bldg Oklahoma 
City 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Fairgrounds  Expo 
Square 21st Between 
Harvard & Yale Tulsa 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Expo Building Tulsa 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Oklaho-
ma City 
 April 6-7 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds  Expo 
Square 21st Between 
Harvard & Yale Tulsa 
 Nov 9-10 gun Show 
Fairgrounds  Expo 
Square 21st Between 
Harvard & Yale Tulsa 

 OREGON 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Fairgrounds I-5 Exit 58 
Grants Pass 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 694 NE 
4th Ave Canby 
 Oct 19-21 gun Show 
Expo Center 2060 N 
Marine Dr I-5 Exit 306B 
Portland 

 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Lane Cty Fairgrounds 
796 W. 13th St I-5 Exit 
194B Eugene 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 1 Peninger 
Rd Central Point 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 1 Pen-
niger Rd I-5 Exit 33 
Central Point 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Fair Complex 873 NE 
34th Ave Hillsboro 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 3700 Knox 
Butte Rd Albany 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 3700 Knox 
Butte Rd Albany 
 Nov 10-11 gun Sow 
Event Complex St Hel-
ens 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Armory 1701 S Pacific 
Hwy Medford 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Expo Center 2060 N 
Marine Dr I-5 Exit 306B 
Portland 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Armory 1701 S Pacific 
Highway Medford 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Expo Center 2060 N 
Marine Dr I-5 Exit 306B 
Portland 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 1 Pen-
niger Rd I-5 Exit 33 
Central Point 
 Dec 14-16 Gun Show 
Expo Center 2060 N 
Marine Dr I-5 Exit 306B 
Portland 

 Dec 22-23 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 2330 17th 
St Salem 
 Dec 29-30 gun Show 
Armory 1701 S Pacific 
Hwy Medford 
 Dec 29-30 gun Show 
Armory 1701 S Pacific 
Highway Medford 
 Dec 29-30 gun Show 
Lane Cty Fairgrounds 
796 W. 13th St I-5 Exit 
194B Eugene 
 PENNSYLvANIA 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Expo Center 422 Busi-
ness Center Oaks 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Convention Center 1 
Sassafras Pier Erie 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Convention Center 1 
Sassafras Pier Erie 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Expo Center Carlisle 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Agricultural Hall 17th 
St & Chew St Allen-
town 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Fairgrounds Blooms-
burg 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Convention Center 135 
Mall Blvd Monroeville 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Days Inn Conference 
Center Route 22 & 309 
Allentown 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Convention center 135 
Mall Blvd Monroeville 

 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 334 Carl-
isle Ave York 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Mason Dixon Auto 
Auction Exit 3 Of I-81 
Greencastle 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Expo 80 Rocherty Leb-
anon 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
PA National Guard Ar-
mory 2700 S. Hampton 
Rd Philadelphia 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Split Rock Lodge Route 
22 & 309 Poconos 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Pittsburgh Mills Mall 
Rt 30 greensburg 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Farmers Market Rte 61 
Leesport 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Allstar Events Com-
plex Gettysburg 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Mall Route 28 Pitts-
burgh Mills 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show Ag-
ricultural Hall 17th St 
& Chew St Allentown 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Convention Center 135 
Mall Blvd Monroeville 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Convention center 135 
Mall Blvd Monroeville 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Farm Show Complex 
2300 North Cameron 
Harrisburg 
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 Dec 14-16 Gun Show 
Valley Forge Conven-
tion Center King Of 
Prussia 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Fire Department 7275 
Buffalo Rd Us rt 20 
Harborcreek 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Expo Center 422 Busi-
ness Center Oaks 
 Dec 22-23 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 334 Carl-
isle Ave York 
 Dec 22-23 Gun Show 
Roadway Inn Route 22 
& 309 Allentown 
 Dec 29-30 gun Show 
Convention Center 1 
Sassafras Pier Erie 
 Dec 29-30 gun Show 
Convention Center 1 
Sassafras Pier Erie 
 Dec 29-30 gun Show 
Expo Center Reading 
 Jan 19-20 gun Show 
Pittsburgh Mills Mall 
Rt 30 greensburg 
 March 23-24 Gun 
Show Pittsburgh Mills 
Mall Rt 30 greensburg 
 June 1-2 Gun Show 
Pittsburgh Mills Mall 
Rt 30 greensburg 
 Sept 7-8 Gun Show 
Pittsburgh Mills Mall 
Rt 30 greensburg 
 Nov 9-10 gun Show 
Pittsburgh Mills Mall 
Rt 30 greensburg 

 SOUTH 
CAROLINA 

 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Concention Center 
One Expo Ave green-
ville 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Civic Center 3027 Mall 
Rd Anderson 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Convention Center 
2101 N Oak Street Myr-
tle Beach 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
F a i rg ro u n d s  2 1 0 1 
North Oak Street Myr-
tle Beach 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Palmetto Expo Ctr 
Jamil Temple Colum-
bia 
 Nov 24-25 Gun Show 
F a i rg ro u n d s  9 8 5 0 
Highway 78 Ladson 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 1200 Rose-
wood Drive Columbia 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Concention Center 
One Expo Ave green-
ville 

 TENNESSEE 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show Fair-
grounds 100 Lakeview 
St Gray 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Fairgrounds Wedge-
wood Ave Nashville 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Expo Center 1209 Park 
Ave Murfreesboro 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Chilhowee Park 3301 
Magnolia Ave Knox-
ville 

 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Convention Center 
1901 Meadowview 
Pkwy Kingsport 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Merchants Expo I-75 
Exit 108 Knoxville 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Wedge-
wood Ave Nashville 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 45 Bypass 
South Jackson 
 Nov 23-25 Gun Show 
Chilhowee Park 3301 
Magnolia Ave Knox-
ville 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Wedge-
wood Ave Nashville 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Expo Center 1209 Park 
Ave Murfreesboro 
 Dec 22-23 Gun Show 
Agricenter 7777 Wal-
nut Grove Rd German-
town 
 Dec 28-30 gun Show 
Chilhowee Park 3301 
Magnolia Ave Knox-
ville 

 TExAS 
 Oct 5-6 gun Show 
County Expo 301 W 
Loop 21 Belton 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Convention Center 
7902 Fairmont Park-
way Pasadena 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Events Center 8111 
Meadow Leaf San An-
tonio 

 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Event Center Lewis-
ville 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
El Centro Mall 500 N. 
Jackson Pharr 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
MPEC Exhibit Hall 5th 
& Burnett Wichita Falls 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Convention Center 
1001 Avenida de Las 
Americas Houston 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Event Center 200 East 
Stacy Road #1350 Al-
len 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Exposition Hall San 
Antonio 
 Oct 19-21 gun Show 
Texas Cowboy Hall 
of Fame 128 East Ex-
change Ave Ft Worth 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Will Rogers Center 
3401 Burnett Tandy Ft 
Worth 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Expo Center  7311 
Decker Ln. Austin 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Convention Center 
9055 FM 1484 Conroe 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Amon Carter Exhibit 
Hall 3401 Burnett Tan-
dy Ft Worth 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Harvey Hall 2000 W 
Front St Tyler 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 1213 Terry 
Shamsie Robstown 
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 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Reliant Hall -- Astro-
hall Houston 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Big Town Mall 800 Big 
Town Blvd Mesquite 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Events Center 8111 
Meadow Leaf San An-
tonio 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Convention Center 
Pasadena 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Civic Center 3401 Cul-
tural Center Dr Port 
Arthur 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Will Rogers Center 
3401 Burnett Tandy Ft 
Worth 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Exhibit Hall 2323 Big 
Town Blvd Mesquite 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Expo Center  7311 
Decker Ln. Austin 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Convention Center 
Houston 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Maude Cobb Fair-
grounds 100 grand 
Blvd I20  Exi t  589 
Longview 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Convention Center 
7902 Fairmont Park-
way Pasadena 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Bell County Expo Cen-
ter I35 Exit 292 Belton 

 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Convention Center 500 
W. Las Colinas Blvd 
Irving 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Rodeo Exhibition 1818 
Rodeo Drive Mesquite 
 Nov 24-25 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 1213 Terry 
Shamsie Robstown 
 Nov 24-25 Gun Show 
Market Hall I35E & 
Dallas Market Center 
Blvd Dallas 
 Nov 24-25 Gun Show 
Convention Center 
9055 FM 1484 Conroe 
 Nov 24-25 Gun Show 
Stafford Centre Hous-
ton 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Convention Center 
1001 Avenida de Las 
Americas Houston 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
MPEC Exhibit Hall 5th 
& Burnett Wichita Falls 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Event Center 200 East 
Stacy Road #1350 Al-
len 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Event Center 200 East 
Stacy Road #1350 Al-
len 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Events Center 8111 
Meadow Leaf San An-
tonio 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Expo Center 1700 Hwy 
36 Abilene 

 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Event Center Lewis-
ville 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show Re-
liant Arena 8400 Kirby 
Drive Houston 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
El Centro Mall 500 N. 
Jackson Pharr 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Harvey Hall 2000 W 
Front St Tyler 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Exhibit Hall 2323 Big 
Town Blvd Mesquite 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Exposition Hall San 
Antonio 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Bell County Expo Cen-
ter I35 Exit 292 Belton 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Rodeo Exhibition 1818 
Rodeo Drive Mesquite 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Expo Center  7311 
Decker Ln. Austin 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 500 Rio 
Concho Dr Frederick 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Convention Center 
1001 Avenida de Las 
Americas Houston 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Civic Center Canton 
 Dec 22-23 Gun Show 
Convention Center 
7902 Fairmont Park-
way Pasadena 
 Dec 22-23 Gun Show 
Will Rogers Center 
3401 Burnett Tandy Ft 
Worth 

 Dec 22-23 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 1213 Terry 
Shamsie Robstown 
 Dec 29-30 gun Show 
Will Rogers Center Ft 
Worth 
 Dec 29-30 gun Show 
Convention Center 
1001 Avenida de Las 
Americas Houston 
 Dec 29-30 gun Show 
Will Rogers Center Ft 
Worth 
 Jan 5-6 Gun Show 
Market Hall I35E Dal-
las 
 Jan 26-27 Gun Show 
MPEC Exhibit Hall 5th 
& Burnett Wichita Falls 
 June 8-9 Gun Show 
Market Hall I35E Dal-
las 
 Apr 13-14 Gun Show 
Market Hall I35E & 
Dallas Market Center 
Blvd Dallas 
 April 26-28 Gun Show 
Texas Cowboy Hall 
of Fame 128 East Ex-
change Ave Ft Worth 
 May 18-19 Gun Show 
MPEC Exhibit Hall 5th 
& Burnett Wichita Falls 
 Aug 10-11 gun Show 
MPEC Exhibit Hall 5th 
& Burnett Wichita Falls 
 Sept 21-22 Gun Show 
Market Hall I35E & 
Dallas Market Center 
Blvd Dallas 
 Oct 12-13 gun Show 
MPEC Exhibit Hall 5th 
& Burnett Wichita Falls 
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 Oct 18-20 gun Show 
Texas Cowboy Hall 
of Fame 128 East Ex-
change Ave Ft Worth 
 Nov 30-1 gun Show 
Market Hall I35E & 
Dallas Market Center 
Blvd Dallas 
 Dec 7-8 Gun Show 
MPEC Exhibit Hall 5th 
& Burnett Wichita Falls 
 April 25-27 Gun Show 
Texas Cowboy Hall 
of Fame 128 East Ex-
change Ave Ft Worth 
 Oct 17-19 gun Show 
Texas Cowboy Hall 
of Fame 128 East Ex-
change Ave Ft Worth 
 July 14-15 Gun Show 
Convention Center 500 
Rio Concho Dr San 
Angelo 

 UTAH 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Fairgrounds I-15 Exit 
346 Salt Lake City 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
South Towne Expo 
Center 9575 S. State St 
Salt Lake City 

 vIRGINIA 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
VFW Post 1503 Min-
nieville Rd Dale City 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Sportsplex 221 Com-
monwealth Ct Win-
chester 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
F a i rg ro u n d s  4 8 0 8 
South Valley Pike Har-
risonburg 

 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Rockingham Cty Fair-
grounds 4808 South 
Valley Pike Harrison-
burg 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Convention Center I-64 
Exit 263-B Hampton 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
The Showplace 3000 
Mechanics Tpke Rich-
mond 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Roanoke Civic Center 
I81Exit 143 I581 Exit 4E 
Roanoke 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
VFW Post 1503 14631 
Minnieville Rd Dale 
City 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Scope Arena VA 201 
East Brambleton Ave 
Norfolk 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Scope 201 East Bram-
bleton Ave Norfolk 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Richmond Raceway 
I295 Exit 38-B Rich-
mond 
 Nov 16-18 Gun Show 
Expo Center  4368 
Chantilly Chantilly 
 Nov 24-25 Gun Show 
Convention Center I-64 
Exit 263-B Hampton 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
The Showplace 3000 
Mechanics Tpke Rich-
mond 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
F a i rg ro u n d s  4 8 0 8 
South Valley Pike Har-
risonburg 

 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Rockingham Cty Fair-
grounds 4808 South 
Valley Pike Harrison-
burg 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Sportsplex 221 Com-
monwealth Ct Win-
chester 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
VFW Post 1503 14631 
Minnieville Rd Dale 
City 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Augusta Expoland 277 
Expo Road Fishersville 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Expoland 277 Expo Rd 
Fishersville 
 Dec 22-23 Gun Show 
Civic Center 1001 Roa-
noke Boulevard. Salem 
 Dec 28-30 gun Show 
Dulles Expo Center 
4368 Chantilly Shop-
ping Center Chantilly 
 Dec 29-30 gun Show 
Expo Center 2371 Carl 
D Silver Parkway Fred-
ericksburg 

 vERMONT 
 Nov 24-25 Gun Show 
Regency Suites 129 
South Main Street 
White River Jct 
 WASHINGTON 

 Oct 6-7 gun Show SW 
Fairgrounds I-5 Exit79 
Centralia 
 Oct 6-7 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 2555 N 
National Ave Centralia 

 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
Fairgrounds Hwy 512 
& Meridian St Puyal-
lup 
 Oct 13-14 gun Show 
M Hotel Convention 
Center Richland 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Fairgrounds I5 On 
Hwy 2 Monroe 
 Oct 20-21 gun Show 
Fairgrounds Walla 
Walla 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 430 Wash-
ington St Longview 
 Oct 27-28 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 1775 Front 
St Lynden 
 Nov 2-4 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Helena 
 Nov 3-4 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds I5 On 
Hwy 2 Monroe 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Fairgrounds 2555 N 
National Ave Centralia 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Fairgrounds Yakima 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
SW Fairgrounds I-5 
Exit79 Centralia 
 Nov 10-11 gun Show 
Sportsmens Club 3000 
Birch Bay Cluster 
 Nov 17-18 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Hwy 512 
& Meridian St Puyal-
lup 
 Nov 24-25 Gun Show 
Shilo Inn Richland 
 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds I5 On 
Hwy 2 Monroe 
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 Dec 1-2 Gun Show 
Clark Cty Fairgrounds 
7402 NE Delfel Exit 9 
Vancouver 
 Dec 8-9 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Hwy 512 
& Meridian St Puyal-
lup 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 2555 N 
National Ave Centralia 
 Dec 15-16 Gun Show 
SW Fairgrounds I-5 
Exit79 Centralia 

 WISCONSIN 
 Feb 1-2 Gun Show 
Marriot Hotel 1313 
John Q Hammons Dr 
Middleton 
 WEST vIRGINIA 
 Oct 12-13 gun Show 
Raleigh Cty Civic Cen-
ter Rt 19 Beckley 
 Oct 26-27 gun Show 
Reserve Center 8832 
Point Pleasant Rd Mill-
wood 
 Nov 16-17 Gun Show 
Raleigh Cty Civic Cen-
ter Rt 19 And Eisen-
hower Dr Beckley
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Calendar Of Events For Field Trials & Hunt Tests

 ALABAMA 
 Oct 12-14 Montgom-
ery Retriever Club Tri-
al BarnettLanley Field 
Trial Area Greensboro 
Mike Crow (334) 286-
9036 
 Oct 19-21 Black War-
rior Retriever Club Of 
Alabama Trial State 
Cattle Ranch Greens-
boro Butch Gregory 
205-759-4921 
 Oct 20-28 Master Na-
tional Hunting Retriev-
er Hunt Test fbarton@
bartonpowersports.
com Greensboro Frank 
Barton (870) 735-2278 
 March 29-31 Mont-
gomery Retriever Club 
Trial BarnettLanley 
Field Trial Are Greens-
boro Mike Crow (334) 
286-9036 
 Oct 18-19 Black War-
rior Retriever Club Of 
Alabama Trial State 
Cattle Ranch Greens-
boro Butch Gregory 
205-759-4921 

 ARKANSAS 
 Oct 6-7 Pin Oak Hunt-
ing Retriever Club 
Hunt Test Camp Rob-
inson WDA 398 Clin-
ton Road 72032 May-
flower John Borchert 
501-661-9369 

 Oct 28-4 Irish Setter 
Club Of America Trial 
Blue Mt. Wildlife Dem-
onstration Area Boon-
eville Mary Ann Gus-
tafson 512-247-3731 
 Nov 19-2 American 
Brittany Club Trial 
Perry Mikles WMA 
2715 S Station Hwy 217 
Booneville Steve Ralph 
(651) 303-0129 

 ARIzONA 
 Oct 13-14 Arizona 
Pointing Dog Club 
Hunt Test  Feather 
Mountain Paulden 
Karen Nelsen 928-636-
9939 
 Nov 7-9 Grand Canyon 
Of Arizona NAVHDA 
Mohave Valley Cherie 
Hendrix 928-279-2938 
 Dec 1-2 Copper State 
Hunting Retriever 
Club NAHRA Test 
Buckeye Ronald Green 
602-992-7576 
 Dec 8-9 Western Arizo-
na Gun Dog Retriever 
NAHRA Test Buckeye 
 Jan 18-20 grand Can-
yon Brittany Club Trial 
Las Cienegas National 
Conservation Area 
Hwy 82 Milepost 36.5 
Sonoita Karen Nelsen 
928-636-9939 

 BRITISH 
COLUMBIA 

 Oct 13-14 Vancouver 
Island Retriever Club 
Trial Victoria Birgit 
Juergensen 250-652-
6203 

 CALIFORNIA 
 Oct 6-7 Hills Ferry 
Hunting Retriever 
Club Nahra Test Hil-
mar Harry Markos 
 Oct 8-14 gWP Club Of 
America Trial Kistler 
Ranch Jamestown Sar-
ah Herz 661-268-8805 
 Oct 8 gWP Club Of 
America Hunt Test 
Kistier Ranch James-
town Lori Sargent (517) 
667-0007 
 Oct 12-14 Southern 
California Retriever 
Club Trial Goose Lake 
Field Trial Grounds 
Interstate 5 & 46 Lost 
Hills Charlene Koeth 
818-249-0381 
 Oct 19-21 California 
South Coast Retriever 
Club Trial Goose Lake 
I5 & Hwy 46 Lost Hills 
Charlene Koeth 818-
249-0381 

 Oct 19-21 Southern 
California Retriever 
Club Trial Goose Lake 
Field Trial Grounds 
Interstate 5 & 46 Lost 
Hills Charlene Koeth 
818-249-0381 
 Jan 25-27 Phoenix Re-
triever Club Trial Wis-
ter Unit Niland Martha 
Curtis (623) 878-6517 
 Oct 26-28 Phoenix Re-
triever Club Trial Wis-
ter Unit Niland Ruth 
Aud 623-386-2702 
 Oct 26-28 California 
Brittany Club Trial 
Spanish Ranch New 
Cuyama Myra-Dawn 
Ellis (951) 789-7222 
 Oct 28 Lab Retriever 
Club Of Southern Calif 
Hunt Test Prado Dog 
Training Area 17505 
Euclid Avenue Chino 
Denise Coler 949) 295-
1642 
 Nov 2-4 Southern Ari-
zona Retriever Club 
Tria l  Surrounding 
Lands Niland Char-
lene Koeth 818-249-
0381 
 Nov 3-4 Prado Ba-
sin Hunting Retriever 
Club Hunt Test Pra-
do Dog Training Area 
17505 Euclid 91710 
Chino Kelly Green-
wood 909-702-5675 
 Nov 3-4 GSP Club 
Of San Diego Hunt 
Test Oak grove Valley 
37351 Hwy 79 San Di-
ego Cty Colleen Scrug-
gs 760-787-1410 
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 Nov 16-18 gWP Of 
Northern California 
Trial Kistler Ranch 
Jamestown Sike Al-
berts 707-644-6086 
 Nov 16-18 gWP Of 
Northern California 
Trial Kistler Ranch 
J a m e s t o w n  D i a n e 
Marsh (916) 774-0770 
 Dec 7-9 Sutter Buttes 
Pointing Club Trial 
Spenceville Wildlife 
Waldo Grounds 7758 
Hastings Island Rd 
Smartsville Jack Scul-
lion 510-919-0001 
 Jan 11-13 Vizsla Club 
Of Southern California 
Trial Castle Buttes Well 
Area California City 
Karla Weber 661-285-
2572 
 Feb 22-24 GWP Club 
Of Southern California 
Trial Camp H Califor-
nia City Karla Weber 
(805) 341-9249 

 COLORADO 
 Oct 6-7 Northern Colo-
rado Springer Club 
Trial DiPaolo Farm CR 
37 & CR 16 Fort Lupton 
Carol Shivey 303-772-
8681 
 Oct 6-7 Vizsla Club of 
Colorado Hunt Test 
Colorado Gun Dog 
Assn Grounds Stras-
burg Marty Sanford 
303-683-6357 

 Oct 6-7 Mile-Hile Wei-
maraner Club Hunt 
Test Colorado Gun 
Dog Club East 38th 
Avenue Strasburg Mi-
chelle Daum (303) 655-
1795 
 CONNECTICUT 

 Oct 20-21 Tartan gor-
don Setter Club Trial 
Flaherty FT Area East 
Windsor Larry Clifford 
978-356-5230 
 Oct 20-21 Pointer 
Associates Of New 
England Hunt Test 
Flaherty Field Trial 
Grounds East Wind-
sor Donna Pageau 860) 
932-9365 
 Nov 2-4 Mayflower 
GSP Club Trial Flaherty 
Field Trial Grounds 
Tromley Road East 
Windsor Jenn Hazel 
508-252-5972 
 Nov 3 Nutmeg Wei-
maraner Club Hunt 
Test Nod Brook Man-
agement Area Sims-
bury Ellen grevatt 860) 
526-5537 

 DELAWARE 
 Oct 20-21 Delmarva 
Navhda NAVHDA 
Norman G. Wilder 
WMA 553 CR Center 
Rd Petersburg Dan 
Carter 804-493-7354 

 FLORIDA 
 Oct 5-7 Mid Florida 
Brittany Club Trial 
Field Trial Grounds 
US 41 Masaryktown 
Jay Hallaron (407) 256-
4667 

 Oct 13-14 North Flori-
da GSP Club Hunt Test 
Masarkytown Field 
Trial Grounds Masary-
town Cheryl Apple-
baum (813) 910-2389 
 Oct 27-28 Mid Florida 
Brittany Club Hunt 
Test Masarkytown FT 
Grounds Masarky-
town Debi Micklitsch 
727-526-6915 
 Nov 3-4 Treasure 
Coast Retriever Club 
Hunt  Tes t  Mart in 
Highway State Rte 
714 Okeechobee Marcy 
Switt (772) 584-2453 
 Dec 1-2 Mid-Florida 
Golden Retriever Club 
Hunt Test golden Oaks 
Ranch Montverde Ca-
mille Doehring 407-
859-4571 
 Jan 4-6 Mid Florida 
Brittany Club Trial Ma-
sarkytown FT Grounds 
Masarkytown Jeane 
Hallaron 407-521-9005 
 Febv 22-24 Mid Flori-
da Brittany Club Trial 
Field Trial Grounds 
US 41 Masaryktown 
Jay Hallaron (407) 521-
9005 
 March 22-24 Mid 
Florida Brittany Club 
Trial Masarkytown 
FT Grounds Masarky-
town Jeanie Hallaron 
407-521-9005 

 GEORGIA 
 Oct 5-7 Emerald Coast 
Vizsla Club Trial Quail 
Country Plantation 
1134 W Quail Country 
Road Arlington Patty 
Hart (954) 647-6702 
 Oct 27-28 Southwest 
Georgia Hunting Re-
triever Club Hunt Test 
Cane Mill Plantation 
1714 Mud Creek Road 
31721 Albany Bubba 
Joiner 229-344-1014 
 Nov 3 Gordon Setter 
Club of America Hunt 
Test Middle Georgia 
Sportman Club 135 
Ethridge Mill Road 
Milner Carla Joyce 678-
431-3290 
 Nov 8-9 Chattahooch-
ee Weimaraner Club 
Trial Scharpf Farm 184 
Register Rd Gordon 
Mary Ellen Mackie 
(404) 583-5783 
 Nov 15-18 GSP Club 
Of Atlanta Trial Luke 
Weaver’s Farm Route 3 
Box 446 Jackson Carol 
Simmons 770-967-2105 
 Nov 16-18 Georgia 
Brittany Club Trial 
Battleground Planta-
tion Wrightsville Betty 
Morgan 404-429-3602 
 Dec 7-9 Tallokas Re-
triever Club of Georgia 
Trial Brooks County 
Private  Propert ies 
Pavo Lynn Troy 229-
291-8386 
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 Jan 10-13 gSP Club 
Of Atlanta Trial Luke 
Weaver’s Farm Route 3 
Box 446 Jackson Carol 
Simmons 770-967-2105 
 March 1-3 GSP Club 
Of Atlanta Trial Luke 
Weaver’s Farm Route 3 
Box 446 Jackson Carol 
Simmons 770-967-2105 

 IOWA 
 Oct 5-7 Illowa Navhda 
NAVHDA Wapello Jim 
Crowder 708-749-8843 
 Oct 6-7 Vizsla Club 
Of Eastern Iowa Trial 
Pleasant Creek State 
Rec Area Shellsbury 
Darcy Bruns (319) 269-
5332 
 Oct 12-14 Heartland 
NAVHDA Skyl ine 
Sportsman’s Club 2556 
150th St Thurman Am-
ber Tolzin 712-243-2965 
 Oct 13-14 Iowa Brit-
tany Club Hunt Test 
Steelclay shooting 
Sports LLC 3353 Plym-
outh Avenue Eddyville 
Marcy Beveridge 515-
979-4732 
 Oct 13-14 Bird Dogs 
Unlimited Hunt Test 
Pleasant Creek State 
Rec Area Palo Randy 
Caldwell 319) 415-8953  

 ILLINOIS 
 Oct 5-7 American Am-
ateur Retriever Club 
Trial Des Plaines Wild-
life Area Wilmington 
Mary Mcginnis 309-
726-1477 

 Oct 6-7 Illinois Navhda 
NAVHDA Wilmington 
Ray Scaccia 708-749-
8843 
 Oct 13-14 Retrievers 
Unlimited Hunting Re-
triever Club Hunt Test 
Peabody River King 
StateFish & Wildlife 
Area 8900 Darmstadt 
Road 62264 New Ath-
ens Angel Brandt 618-
447-2619 
 Oct 27-28 gWP Club 
Of Illinois Trial Des 
Plaines WMA East 
Grounds Wilmington 
Al Brady 815-339-2644 
 Oct 27-28 Heart Of 
Illinois Brittany Club 
Trial Jim Edgar Pan-
ther WMA 101439 Cty 
Hwy 11 Chandlerville 
Neveta Salmons 217-
645-3749 
 Nov 2-7 Illinois Brit-
tany Club Trial Pyra-
mid State Park Pinck-
neyville Judy Graves 
(573) 788-2208 
 Nov  3 -4  Engl i sh 
Springer Spaniel Club 
Of Ill Trial Fortino 
Hunting Club 16799 
East 2500 North Rd. 
Odell Sharon Mueller 
(708) 246-2348 

 INDIANA 
 Oct 13-14 greater Indi-
anapolis Brittany Club 
Hunt Test Farmland 
Conservation Club 
Farmland Brent Becker 
765-524-5285  

 KANSAS 
 Oct 5-7 Topeka Re-
t r iever  Club Tria l 
Melvern Reservoir 
Lebo Susan Lagergren 
816-941-4212 
 Oct 12-14 Sunflow-
er German Shorthair 
Club Trial Perkin’s 
Ranch 1500 Q Road 
Eureka Tom Pollan 
316-264-7201 
 Oct 12-14 Sunflower 
Retriever Club Trial 
Runing Grounds Ha-
zelton Brenton Holper 
(316) 648-6083 
 Oct 15-5 gSP Club of 
America Trial Roger 
Bechtel Ranch 8 Miles 
SW Eureka Ken Harter 
(847) 683-7897 
 Oct 25-26 Northeast 
Oklahoma Springer 
Club Trial 1m W On 
42 1 M N 1/2 M W 4 
1/2 miles W of Spivey 
KS on Hwy 42 Spivey 
Patricia Bramwell 620-
532-2770 
 Oct 27-28 Sunflow-
er German Shorthair 
Pointer Club Hunt Test 
Running Grounds 8 Mi 
S 1 Mile W Yoder Larry 
Baker 316-722-2559 
 Oct 27-28 Southern 
Kansas Brittany Club 
Hunt Test 8 Miles South 
Of Yoder 8 miles south 
Yoder Trasa Shinpoch 
580-716-2787 

 Nov 2-4 Midwest Brit-
tany Club Trial William 
Oliver Ranch Eureka 
Steve McClure (620) 
200-4132 
 Nov 6-13 Gordon Set-
ter Club Of America 
Trial Bechtel Ranch 
Eureka Marianne Morf 
641-357-5444 

 KENTUCKY 
 Oct 19-21 Lincoln Trial 
Retriever Club Trial 
West Ky WMA Graha-
mville Jeanne Garland 
636-398-8600 
 Oct 27 Weimaraner 
Club Of greater Lou-
isville Hunt Test Don’s 
Hunting and Fishing 
Adventures Cecilia 
Pam Hupp 270-536-
3968 
 Oct 27-28 Kentucki-
ana Pointing Breeds 
Association Hunt Test 
Don’s Hunting and 
Fishing Adventures 
Cecilia Sarah Barr 502-
412-2583 
 Oct 27-28 Central Ken-
tucky Retriever Club 
Hunt Test West KY 
WMA Kevil Mary Hext 
270-781-8171 
 Nov 15-16 Weimara-
ner Club Of greater 
Louisville Trial Don’s 
Hunting and Fishing 
Adventures Cecilia 
Connie Morris 502-
922-4574 
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 LOUISIANA 
 Oct 26-28 Cajun Riv-
iera Field Trial Club 
Trial  LeBeau Trial 
Grounds LeBeau Mag-
gie Brasseaux (337) 
296-3172 
 Nov 3-4 Cajun Re-
triever Club Hunt Test 
K Of C 102 Cemetery 
Rd 70534 Estherwood 
Betty Cormier 337-642-
2338 
 Nov 30-2 South Loui-
siana Retriever Club 
Trial Bonnet Carre 
Spillway Norco (985) 
789-1828 
 March 29-31 Cajun 
Riviera Field Trial 
Club Trial LeBeau Trial 
Grounds LeBeau Mag-
gie Brasseaux (337) 
296-3172  

 MARYLAND 
 Oct  6 -7  Potomac 
NAVHDA Poolesville 
Mark Whalen 301-407-
2225 
 Oct 6-7 Talbot Re-
triever Club Hunt Test 
LeCompte Wildlife 
Management Area Vi-
enna Michael Galante 
(410) 770-3351 
 Oct 12-14 Maryland 
Retriever Club Trial 
Crop-Les Farm Ben 
Davis Rd Powellville 
Robert  Dougherty 
(301) 798-2220 

 Oct 20-21 Potomac 
Valley Golden Retriev-
er Club Hunt Test Rov-
er’s Content Brandy-
wine Sharon Albright 
443-603-7259 
 Nov 2-4 Labrador Re-
triever Club Hunt Test 
C&D Retriever Trial 
Area Rebel Ridge Farm 
Elkton Lois Gebrian 
302-750-0025 
 Nov 3-4 Del Bay Re-
triever Club Hunt Test 
C&D Retriever Trial 
Area Elkton Lois Ge-
brian 302-750-0025 

 MICHIGAN 
 Oct  4-7 Southern 
Michigan Weimaraner 
Club Trial Ionia Rec 
Area Ionia Duane Yo-
der 810-367-7784 
 Oct 6 Irish Setter Club 
Of Michigan Hunt Test 
Highland Recreation 
Area Silo Course High-
land Karen Lynch 248-
486-6064 
 Oct 6-7 Southern MI 
Weimaraner Club Trial 
Ionia Recreation Area 
Highland Mary Lester 
269-342-6534 
 Oct 6-7 great Lakes 
ESS Field Training 
Assoc Trial  Town-
land Farm Grounds 
684 Burt Rd Waldron 
Nancy Standish (269) 
357-3059 

 Oct 7 Nodrog gordon 
Setter Club of MI Hunt 
Test Highland Recre-
ation Area Highland 
Diane Nowak (586) 
727-1007 
 Oct 15-21 Vizsla Club 
of America Inc. Trial 
Ionia Rec Area Ionia 
Melissa Thomas (915) 
487-9419 
 Oct 23-28 American 
Brittany Club Inc. Tri-
al Ionia Recreational 
Area Ionia Darlene 
Dow (518) 409-8036 

 MINNESOTA 
 Oct 6-7 MN Heart-
land Springer Spaniel 
Club Trial Mark & Lisa 
Lehman Farm Brandon 
Randy Manore 952-
953-0078 
 Oct 12-13 MN Hunt-
ing Spaniel Assoc Trial 
Running Grounds Al-
exandria Nadine Kohn 
(320) 510-1903 
 May 24-27 GSP Club 
Of MN Trial Crow 
Hassen Park Preserve 
Rogers Chris Benskin 
612-396-8502 

 MISSOURI 
 Oct 5-7 Ozark gSP 
Club Trial The Sports-
m a n s  A s s o c i a t i o n 
Grovespring Marvin 
O’Brient 417-428-3345 

 Oct  6-7  gateway 
Retrievers Hunting 
Retriever Hunt Test 
August A Busch Me-
morial Conservation 
Area 2360 Hwy D 
63304 Weldon Springs 
Latisha Hancy 636-387-
0687 
 Oct 6-7 Labrador Re-
triever Club Hunt Test 
Whetstone Creek Con-
servation Area Wil-
liamsburg Judy Meyer 
 Oct 6-7 Weimaraner 
Club Of greater Kan-
sas City Hunt Test 
James A Reed WMA 
Route 8 Lees Summit 
Laura Roehrich (913) 
385-0815 
 Oct 6-8 Ozark gSP 
Club Trial Perkin’s 
Ranch 1500 Q Road 
Eureka Connie Beck 
(417) 388-2474 
 Oct 6-7 Missouri Up-
lands NAVHDA St. 
Louis David Hughes 
314-518-5830 
 Oct 19-21 Kansas City 
Retriever Club Trial 
Dale Woods Farms 
20261 Highway EE 
Sedalia Joanne Wil-
banks 816) 442-7376 
 Oct 26-28 Northwest 
Missouri Retriever 
Club Trial Blackwater 
Retriver Kennels RR 
1 Box 147 Centerview 
Carol Seymour 816) 
217-5402 
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 Oct 27-28 Weimara-
ner Club Of greater St 
Louis Hunt Test Wil-
Nor Hunt Club 2 Miles 
S Of 30 On Y Dittmer 
Donna Hilgenbrink 
618-632-9346 

 MISSISSIPPI 
 Oct 19-21 Magnolia 
Retriever Club Trial 
Coolwater Farm Bruce 
Stephen Masley (601) 
454-9987 

 NORTH 
CAROLINA 

 Oct 13-14 Lumber 
River Retriever Club 
Hunt Test Nash-John-
son Farm 342 Nash 
Johnson Road Rose 
Hill Frances New 910-
850-4652 
 Oct 19-21 Down East 
Retriever Club Trial 
Pembrook Farm Rocky 
Point Gwen Pleasant 
919-894-1239 
 Nov 3-4 Eastern Caro-
lina Hunting Retriever 
Club Hunt Test Neu-
seway Park 401 West 
Caswell St 28501 Kin-
ston gail Banks 804-
994-4072 

 NEBRASKA 
 Oct 6-7 Nebraska Vizs-
la Club Hunt Test Oak 
Creek Shooting Club 
2370 26th Road Brain-
ard Donald Bergmeyer 
402-786-0268 

 Oct 13-14 gordon Set-
ter Club Of America 
Hunt Test Tim Brewer 
Farm 72146 633 Av-
enue Humboldt Mary 
Bartholomew 402-690-
3951 
 Oct 17-21 English Setter 
Association Of Ameri-
ca Trial Branched Oak 
Field Trial Area Ray-
mond Arlene Marquart 
509-765-1213 
 Oct 20-21 Platte River 
Springer Club Trial 
Sherman Farm Palmer 
Katie Kowalski 308-
381-4787 

 NEW 
HAMPSHIRE 

 Oct 24-28 English 
Cocker Spaniel Club 
of America Inc. Trial E 
R Hussey Property Rt 
16 & 302 North Con-
way Rumi Schroeder 
920-853-3041 

 NEW JERSEY 
 Oct 5-7 Eastern gSP 
Club Trial English Set-
ter Club Rte 541 Med-
ford Jeffrey Drogin 
212-873-8617 

 NEW MExICO 
 Oct 6-8 Central New 
Mexico Brittany Trial 
9 Miles West of 9 Miles 
West of Bernardo Ber-
nardo Janet Gabriel 
(505) 828-9147 
 Oct 13-14 Zia NAVH-
DA Fort Crag Rd San 
Marcial James Dvorak 
505-888-7939 

 Oct 27-28 Yucca gSP 
Club Hunt Test Free to 
Be Ranch #54 CR BO 
46 Mountainair Jim 
Dvorak 505-888-7939 
 Oct 27-28 Labrador 
Retriever Club of Albu-
querque Hunt Test Na-
vajo State park Navajo 
Dam Nancy Brown 
505) 820-3318 

 NEvADA 
 Oct 27-28 Arrowhead 
English Springer Span-
iel Club Trial Lahonton 
Valley Gun Dog Club 
Fallon Diane Chris-
tensen (775) 322-1456 
 Nov 3-4 GSP Club 
Of Reno Trial Hungry 
Valley Grounds Reno 
Susan Kennedy 775-
265-5226 

 NEW YORK 
 Oct 13-14 Cocker Span-
iel FT Of America Trial 
Winchell Mountain 
Farm Millerton Kath-
ryn Koopman 845-758-
0192 
 Oct 19-21 Long Is-
land Golden Retriever 
Club Hunt Test Otis 
Pike Preserve Exit 69 
Manorville Gary Lo-
rentzen 631-549-0504 
 Nov 3 GSP Club of the 
Finger Lakes Hunt Test 
2655 and 2696 County 
Rte 7 Montour Falls 
Diane Krause 607-739-
9421 

 OHIO 
 Oct 6-7 Appalachian 
Va l l e y  N AV H D A 
NAVHDA Pomeroy 
James Wiley 434-462-
2264 
 Oct 6-7 Buckeye gSP 
Club Trial Tri Valley-
Wildlife Area Dresden 
Fred Ryan (419) 227-
7441 
 Oct 6-7 Buckeye Re-
triever Club Hunt Test 
Hamden Nursey Hart-
grove & Hambden Tara 
Perby 440-286-5744 
 Oct 27-28 Ozark Brit-
tany Club Hunt Test 
Hillbilly Hunting Pre-
serve 2640 Reinmiller 
Road Joplin Daphne 
Crosby 417-888-4937 
 Nov 18 Irish Setter 
Club Of Ohio Hunt 
Test The Webb Farm 
Circleville JoAnne Eg-
ing 440-636-5561 

 OKLAHOMA 
 Oct 5-7 Northern Okla-
homa Brittany Club 
Trial  Lake Murray 
State Park Ardmore 
Linda Milam 254-829-
1498 
 Oct 20-21 Irish Setter 
Club of Greater Tulsa 
Inc. Hunt Test Woods 
Kennels & Fairchase 
Hunt Club 12806 N 
431 Road Adair Anna 
Vaughn (918) 832-0612 
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 Nov 3-4 GSP Club of 
Oklahoma Trial Buffa-
lo Waller Ranch 12806 
N 431 Road Ponca City 
Eddie Humphrey (918) 
521-1420 

 ONTARIO 
 Oct 6-7 Mountain Val-
ley Retriever Training 
Club Trial Flambor-
ough C Jill Richardson 
905-828-4128 
 Oct 13-14 Brittany 
Spaniel Club Of Can-
ada Test Zephyr Tom 
Doherty 403-346-4354 
 Oct 13-14 Mill Creek 
Retriever Club Hunt 
Test Puslinch 
 Nov 24-25 Lake Ontar-
io Hunting Retriever 
Hunt Test Holiday Inn 
Oshawa Liz Macpher-
son 708-738-6674 

 OREGON 
 Oct 6-7 Northwest 
E n g l i s h  S p r i n g e r 
Spaniel Club Trial The 
Knaupp Farm 1875 N 
Geenwood Road Rick-
reall Paula Mazurek 
(253) 732-3367 
 PENNSYLvANIA 
 Oct 6-7 Vizsla Club Of 
Greater NY Hunt Test 
Freeland Kennel Club 
Stage Coach Road 
Weatherly Nancy An-
derson 845-482-3414 
 Oct 6-7 English Cock-
er Spaniel Club Of 
America Hunt Test Far 
Meadow Farm 1541 
Art School Rd Ches-
ter Springs Jean Marie 
Tate 302-478-7127 

 Oct 13-14 English 
Cocker Spaniel Club of 
America Trial Sinking 
Valley. Sin King Valley 
Morrow Rd Tyrone 
Billie Edwards 860-
690-2458 
 Oct 13-14 Schuylkill 
Valley GSP Club Hunt 
Test Freeland Kennel 
Club Weatherly Robert 
Rynkiewicz 610-689-
4569 
 Oct 27-28 Mid-Atlantic 
Hunting Spaniel Club 
Hunt Test Springfield 
Twp Farmers & Sports-
men’s Assoc. 1251 Val-
ley Road Jacobus Lisa 
Striebig 717) 246-2178 
 Nov 3-4 Valley Forge 
Field Trial Assoc Trial 
Hillendale Hunt Club 
Altoona Fran Curran 
(484) 631-5772 

 SOUTH 
CAROLINA 

 Oct 13-14 Armenia 
Winds Pointing Breeds 
Club Hunt Test Arme-
nia Hill Fleming Farms 
2917 Armenia Road 
Chester Joy Fleming 
803-377-7937 
 Nov 3-4 Carolina Re-
triever Association 
Hunt Test Diamond 
E. Farm Mullins Lee 
Hanes (336) 391-2558 

 TENNESSEE 
 Oct 5-7 Northeast Ten-
nessee Retriever Club 
Trial Chad Baker Prop-
erty Bristol Beverly 
Cowgill 216-564-5012 

 Oct 5-7 East Tennes-
see Pointing Dog Club 
Trial Gun Dog Devel-
opment Kennels 693 
Hub Swafford Road 
Spring City William 
Barber (423) 365-6652 
 Oct 6-7 Tennessee Riv-
er Hunting Retriever 
Club Hunt Test Quail 
Haven Hunting Pre-
serve Union City Ann 
Pennell 731-377-0661 
 Nov 3-4 Northeast 
Tennessee Retriever 
Club Hunt Test Chad 
Baker Property Bristol 
Brad Turner (423) 791-
4825 
 March 15-17 East Ten-
nessee Pointing Dog 
Club Trial Gun Dog 
Development Ken-
nels 693 Hub Swaf-
ford Road Spring City 
William Barber (423) 
365-6652 

 TExAS 
 Oct 6-7 Port Arthur 
Retriever Club Hunt 
Test Lohman Ranch 
Hamshire Clint Martin 
409-963-0056 
 Oct 12-14 Fort Worth 
Brittany Club Trial 
Boyd Ranch Wortham 
Mary Felt 972-932-8098 
 Oct 12 Bryan-College 
Station Retriever Club 
Trial Bryan Bryan Sher-
ry Payne (979) 779-
2284 

 Oct 12-14 Bryan-Col-
lege Station Retriever 
Club Hunt Test Bryan 
Bryan Sherry Payne 
(979) 779-2284 
 Oct 13 Weimaraner 
Club Of America Hunt 
Test  Hol th  Ranch 
1.5 Miles North of 
Caldwell Jeri Stephens 
972-414-4616 
 Oct 19-21 Port Arthur 
Retriever Club Trial 
Lohman Ranch High-
way 124 Hamshire 
Chilton Miles 409-781-
8298 
 Oct 20-21 gulf Coast 
German Shorthair 
Club Hunt Test GSP 
Lease Cibolo Nancy 
Ward 281) 489-4011 
 Nov 2-4 Texas NAVH-
DA Decatur Patricia 
Hawkins 325-227-4979 
 Nov 9-12 Waterloo 
Amateur Retriever 
Club Trial Beefmas-
ters Bluff Creek Ranch 
Manheim Terry An-
sohn (512) 924-8242 
 April 5-7 Bluebonnet 
Retriever Club Trial 
Vinwood Land Ander-
son Suzan Caire (936) 
419-6730 
 Jan 18-20 Brazosport 
Retriever Club Trial 
Hidden Lake Retriev-
ers Vinwood Kennels 
Caire Ran 2283 Hidden 
Lake Lane Anderson 
Rex Gibson 281-392-
0492 
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 Feb 15-17 Lone Star Re-
triever Club Trial Cross 
Creek Ranch Mineola 
Jerry Lou Matter (832) 
444-2652 
 April 12-14 Brazosport 
Retriever Club Trial 
4408 Kasmiersky Rd. 
Fayetteville Rex Gib-
son 281-392-0492 

 UTAH 
 Oct 11-12 Snake River 
Springer Spaniel Club 
Trial Running Grounds 
6800 N 8000 W Newton 
Brent Blundell 801-201-
3747 
 Oct 13-14 Utah Spring-
er Spaniel Club Tri-
al Running Grounds 
6800 N 8000 W Newton 
Brent Blundell 801-201-
3747 

 vIRGINIA 
 Oct 13-14 Old Do-
minion Retriever Club 
NAHRA Test Heaths-
ville 
 Oct 26-28 Tidewater 
Retriever Club Trial 
Stepanian Farm Farm-
ville Linda Downey 
(804) 794-8212 
 Oct 27-28 Northern 
Virgina Brittany Club 
Hunt Test Slate River 
Farm Dillwyn Kathy 
Shannon (434) 969-
4945 

 WASHINGTON 
 Nov 11-15 English 
S p r i n g e r  S p a n i e l 
Field Trial Assoc. Trial 
Whites Ranch Sports-
man’s Paradise 399 
West 9000 South Para-
dise Janet G Johnson 
(503) 539-5564 

 WISCONSIN 
 Oct 3-4 Fox Valley 
English Cocker Club 
Trial Connolly Game 
Farm 11232 Fogeltanz 
Rd Reedsville Rumi 
Schroeder 920-853-
3041 
 Oct 5-6 Fox Valley 
English Cocker Club 
Trial Connolly Game 
Farm 11232 Fogeltanz 
Rd Reedsville Deb 
Strohl 715-732-9032 
 Oct 6-7 gSP Club Of 
WI Hunt Test Ottawa 
Field Trial Grounds 
Hwy 67 and 106 Eagle 
Karen Combs 920-303-
0240 
 Oct 13-14 greater Mil-
waukee Brittany Club 
Trial Ottawa Field Trial 
Grounds Hwy 67 & 
Cty C & 106 Eagle Sam 
Thompson 262-662-
5549 
 Oct 20-21 Fox Riv-
er Field Spaniel Club 
Hunt Test Ottawa Field 
Trial Grounds Hwy 67 
& 106 Eagle Andera 
Dobson (920) 427-0876 

 Oct 27-28 Kettle Mo-
raine English Setter 
Club Hunt Test Ottawa 
Field Trial Grounds 
Hwy 67 and 106 Eagle 
Mary K Iverson 262) 
966-7665 
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Agility Calendar

 ALABAMA 
 Oct 27-28 Huntsville 
Obedience Training 
Club Agility Alabama 
A&M Univ. Agribition 
Center Huntsville 

 ARIzONA 
 Oct 27-28 Valle del Sol 
Golden Retriever Club 
Agility Paradise Valley 
Park Phoenix 
 California 
 Oct 6-7 Simi Valley 
Kennel Club Agility 
Woodley Ave Park Van 
Nuys 
 Oct 8 Bearded Collie 
Club of America Inc. 
Agility Industry Hills 
Exposition Center City 
of Industry 
 Oct 13-14 Dash Agility 
Club of Southern CA 
Agility Tewinkle Park 
Costa Mesa 
 Oct 17 Pug Dog Club 
of America Inc. AGil-
ity Off The Wall Soccer 
santa Clara 
 Oct 19-21 Samoyed 
Club of America Inc. 
Agility Rancho Tapo 
Community Park Simi 
Valley 
 Oct 19-22 Northern 
California Bearded 
Collie Fanciers Agility 
Fairgrounds Pleasan-
ton 

 Oct 20-21 Del Valle 
Dog Club of Livermore 
Agility Fairgrounds 
Pleasanton 
 Oct 27-28 golden Re-
triever Club of San Di-
ego County Inc. Agility 
Naval Training Center 
Point Loma 
 Oct 27-28 golden State 
Rottweiler Club Agil-
ity University Prep 
School Camarillo 

 COLORADO 
 Oct  8-10 german 
Shepherd Dog Club of 
America Agility Fair-
grounds Loveland 
 Oct 12-14 Terry-All 
Kennel Club Inc. Agil-
ity Fairgrounds Brigh-
ton 
 Oct 27-28 Longs Peak 
Dog Training Club 
Agility Pickett Equine 
Center Fort Collins 
 CONNECTICUT 

 Oct 13-14 Longshore-
Southport Kennel Club 
Inc. Agility Paws-n-
Effect Hamden 
 Oct 26-28 Tri-State 
Shetland Sheepdog 
Club Agility Paws-n-
Effect Hamden 

 DELAWARE 
 Oct 6-7 Wilmington 
Kennel Club Inc. Agil-
ity Lums Pond State 
Park Bear 

 FLORIDA 
 Oct 6-7 Calusa Dog 
Agility Club Agility 
Showcase Performance 
Horses N Fort Myers 
 Oct 13-14 Mid-Florida 
Golden Retriever Club 
Agility Bill Frederick 
Park orlando 
 Oct 18-21 Miami Obe-
dience Club Agility 
Tropical Park Eques-
trian Arena Miami 
 Oct 20 Sarasota Obe-
dience Training Club 
Agility Fairgrounds 
Palmetto 
 Oct 21 Dog Training 
Club of St. Petersburg 
Agility Fairgrounds 
Palmetto 
 Oct 24-26 Calusa Dog 
Agility Club Agility 
Turner Agri-Civic Cen-
ter Arcadia 

 GEORGIA 
 Oct  19-21  At lan -
ta Golden Retriever 
Club Agility Chicopee 
Woods Agricultural 
Center Gainesville 

 Oct 22-23 Alaskan Mal-
amute Club of America 
Inc. Agility Eagles Rest 
Ranch Flintstone 
 Oct 26-28 Atlanta Obe-
dience Club Inc. Agil-
ity Equestrian Center 
Alpharetta 

 IOWA 
 Oct 19-21 Des Moines 
Obedience Training 
Club Agil i ty Iowa 
State Fairgrounds Des 
Moines 
 Oct 26-28 American 
Belgian Tervuren Club 
Inc. Agility Quad City 
Dog Center Davenport 
 Nov 9-11 Muscatine 
Agility Club of Iowa 
Agility AG Learning 
Center Muscatine 
 Dec 7-9 Iowa City Dog 
Obedience Club Agil-
ity Kirkwood Com-
munity College Cedar 
Rapids 

 IDAHO 
 O c t  1 2 - 1 4  I d a h o 
Capital City Kennel 
Club Inc. Agility Fair-
grounds Boise 
 Oct 26-28 Upper Snake 
River Valley Dog Train-
ing Club Inc. Agility 
Eastern Idaho Fair-
grounds Rigby 

 ILLINOIS 
 Oct 5-7 golden Re-
triever Club of Illi-
nois Agility Rush ‘N’ 
Around Training Cen-
ter Manhattan 
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 Oct 6-7 Peoria Obe-
dience Training Club 
Agil i ty Obedience 
Training Club Pott-
stown 
 Oct 12-14 Capitol Ca-
nine Training Club 
of Springfield Illinois 
Agility Fairgrounds 
Springfield 
 Oct 13-14 Rand Park 
Dog Training Club 
Agility Melrose Park 
Melrose Park 
 Oct 17-18 Staffordshire 
Terrier Club of Ameri-
ca Agility Fairgrounds 
Grayslake 
 Oct 20-21 Car-Dun-Al 
Obedience Dog Train-
ing Club Inc. Agility 
Dog Training Club 
Huntley 
 Oct 26-28 Paw Power 
Blues Agility Club of 
N.W. Indiana Agil-
ity Rush ‘N’ Around 
Training Center Man-
hattan 

 INDIANA 
 Oct 6-7 Indiana Collie 
Club Agility Pawsitive 
Partners Dog Training 
Center Indianapolis 
 Oct 19-21 Fort Wayne 
Obedience Training 
Club Show The Plex 
South Fort Wayne 

 KANSAS 
 Oct 20-21 Kansas City 
Golden Retriever Club 
Agility New Com-
munity Center Arena 
Lawrence 

 Oct 22 great Dane 
Club of America Inc. 
Agility Capitol Plaza 
Hotel Topeka 
 Oct 25 Wichita Dog 
Training Club Inc. 
Agility Fairgrounds 
Hutchinson 
 Oct 26-28 Hutchin-
son Kennel Club Inc. 
Agility Fairgrounds 
Hutchinson 

 KENTUCKY 
 Oct 25-28 Paducah 
Kennel Club Inc. Agili-
ty Regional Sports Plex 
Paducah 
 Oct 25-28 Pals & Paws 
Dog Agility Club of 
North Florida Agil-
ity Equestrian Center 
Jacksonville 

Massachusetts
Oct 3 Basset Hound 

Club of America 
Inc. Agility Steppin 
Up Training Center 

Freetown 
 Oct 5 Berkshire Bel-
gian Tervuren Club 
Agility Fairgrounds 
Westfield 
 Oct 6-7 Western Mas-
sachusetts Shetland 
Sheepdog Club Agility 
Fairgrounds Westfield 

 MARYLAND 
 Oct 18-19 Shetland 
Sheepdog Club of 
Greater  Bal t imore 
Agility Heart’s Home 
Farm Westminster 
 Oct 26-28 Potomac 
Valley Golden Retriev-
er Club Agility Carroll 
Indoor Sports Center 
Westminster 

 MICHIGAN 
 Oct  5 -7  Midland 
Michigan Kennel Club 
Show TNT Dog Center 
Midland 
 Oct 12-14 Oakland 
County Kennel Club 
Inc.  Agil i ty High-
est Hope Dog Sports 
Grand Blanc 
 Oct 19-21 Irish Red 
and White Setter As-
sociation of America 
Agility Animal R and 
R Dexter 

 MINNESOTA 
 Oct 5-7 Key City Ken-
nel Club Inc Agility 
Nicollet County Fair-
grounds St Peter 
 Oct 12-14 English 
Springer Spaniel Field 
Trial Association Inc. 
Agility St. Paul Dog 
Training Club South 
St Paul 
 Nov 30 Twin Cities 
Lhasa Apso Club Agil-
ity On the Run Canine 
Center Ham Lake 

 Dec 1-2 Border Col-
lie Society of America 
Agility On the Run Ca-
nine Center Ham Lake 
 Dec 29-31 North Star 
Herding Group Club 
Agility On the Run Ca-
nine Center Ham Lake 

 MISSOURI 
 Oct 7 Australian Cattle 
Dog Club of America 
Agility Purina Farms 
Gray Summit 
 Oct 9-10 Labrador Re-
triever Club Inc. Agil-
ity Purina Farms Gray 
Summit 
 Oct 26-28 Tri-State 
Kennel Club Inc. Agil-
ity Lucky J Restaurant 
& Arena Carthage 

 MISSISSIPPI 
 Oct 25-28 Swamp Dog 
Agility Club of Greater 
New Orleans Agility 
Fairgrounds Kiln 

 MONTANA 
 Oct 5-7 Helena Mon-
tana Kennel Club Agil-
ity Fairgrounds Helena 
 Oct 20-21 Five Valley 
Kennel Club Agility 
Mytty’s Arena/Lolo 
Peak Arena Lolo 

 NORTH 
DAKOTA 

 Oct 12-14 Fargo-Moor-
head Kennel Club Inc. 
Agility Red River Val-
ley Fairgrounds West 
Fargo 
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 NEBRASKA 
 Oct 5-7 greater Lincoln 
Obedience Club Agil-
ity Lancaster Event 
Center Lincoln 

 NEW 
HAMPSHIRE 

 Oct 20-21 Mayflower 
Pembroke Welsh Corgi 
Club Agility American 
K9 Country Amherst 
 Oct 27-28 granite State 
Shetland Sheepdog 
Club of Southeast New 
Hampshire Agility All 
Dogs Gym Manchester 

 NEW JERSEY 
 Oct  12 Pembroke 
Welsh Corgi Club of 
the Garden State Agil-
ity Millcreek Park Will-
ingboro 
 Oct 13-14 Burlington 
County Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Millcreek 
Park Willingboro 
 Oct 27-28 Mid New 
Jersey Petit Basset Grif-
fon Vendeen Associa-
tion Agility Millcreek 
Park Willingboro 

 NEW MExICO 
 Oct 20-21 Sandia Dog 
Obedience Club Inc. 
Agility Dog Obedience 
Training Center Albu-
querque 

 NEvADA 
 Oct 26-28 Shetland 
Sheepdog Club of 
Southern Nevada Agil-
ity PeTrack Park Pah-
rump 

 NEW YORK 
 Oct 6-7 Ladies’ Kennel 
Association of America 
Agility Old Westbury 
gardens Old Westbury 
 Oct 12-14 Syracuse 
Obedience Training 
Club Agil i ty  CNY 
Family Sports Centre 
Syracuse 
 Oct 13-14 Mid-Hud-
son Kennel Association 
Inc. Agility High Goal 
Farm Greenwich 
 Oct 27-28 Albany Obe-
dience Club Inc. Agil-
ity High Goal Farm 
Greenwich 

 OHIO 
 Oct 1 Doberman Pin-
scher Club of America 
Agility Queen City 
Dog Training Club 
Sharonville 
 Oct 6-7 gem City Agil-
ity Club Agility Cham-
pions Center Spring-
field 
 Oct 12 Northeast Ohio 
English Cocker Spaniel 
Fanciers Agility Soc-
cer Sportsplex North 
Olmsted 
 Oct 13-14 American 
Bouvier des Flandres 
Club Inc. Agility Soc-
cer Sportsplex North 
Olmsted 
 Oct 13-14 Cleveland 
All-Breed Training 
Club Inc. Agility Soc-
cer Sportsplex North 
Olmsted 

 Oct 19-21 Parkersburg 
Obedience Training 
Club Agility Wellness 
Center Zanesville 
 Oct 26-28 Dayton Dog 
Training Club Inc. Agil-
ity Champions Center 
Springfield 

 OKLAHOMA 
 Oct 12-14 Sooner State 
Kennel Club Agility 
Fairgrounds Enid 

 OREGON 
 Oct 12-14 Klamath 
Dog Fanciers Inc Agil-
ity Fairgrounds Klam-
ath Falls 
 Oct 25-28 Rogue Ca-
nine Agility Club Inc. 
Agility Fairgrounds 
Central Point 
 PENNSYLvANIA 
 Oct 2-3 West Highland 
White Terrier Club of 
America Agility Fire 
Company Kimberton 
 Oct 4 Norwich Ter-
rier Club of America 
Agility Fire Company 
Kimberton 
 Oct 5 Soft Coated 
Wheaten Terrier Club 
of America Agility Fire 
Company Kimberton 
 Oct 6-7 Williamsport 
Dog Training Club 
Agility Sportszone 
Northumberland 
 Oct 11 Bull Terrier Club 
of America Agility All 
Star Events Complex 
Gettysburg 

 Oct 13-14 York Coun-
ty Dog Training Club 
Agility Sportszone 
Northumberland 
 Oct 20-21 Erie Ken-
nel Club Inc. Agility 
Lakeside Commons 
Edinboro 
 Oct 20-21 Dauphin 
Dog Training Club Inc. 
Agility In The Net Pal-
myra 
 Oct 19 Admiral Perry 
Obedience Training 
Club Agility Lakeside 
Commons Edinboro 

 PUERTO RICO 
 Oct 6-8 Caribe Kennel 
Club Agility Parque 
Forestal De Bayamon 
Bayamon 

 TENNESSEE 
 Oct 3 Dalmatian Club 
of America Inc. Agil-
ity Middle Tenn State 
Univ Livestock Center 
Murfreesboro 
 Oct 4-7 Nashville Dog 
Training Club Agility 
Williamson Co. Ag. 
Park Franklin 
 Oct 12-14 greater Shel-
by Kennel Club Agil-
ity Show Place Arena 
Memphis 

 TExAS 
 Oct 5-7 Dallas-Ft. 
Worth English Spring-
er Spaniel Association 
Agility Event Center 
McKinney 
 Oc 13-14 Dallas Obe-
dience Training Club 
Agility Event Center 
McKinney 
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 Oct 13 Poodle Club 
of San Antonio Agil-
ity Golf Center San 
Antonio 
 Oct 14 Alamo Dog 
Obedience Club Inc. 
Agility Golf Center San 
Antonio 
 Oct 17-18 Weimaraner 
Club of America Agil-
ity Bell County Exposi-
tion Center Belton 
 Oct 19 Afghan Hound 
Club of America Inc. 
Agility Exposition 
Center Belton 
 Oct 19-21 Nasa Area 
Companion Dog As-
sociation Agility Jack 
Brooks Park Hitchcock 
 Oct 20-21 Bell County 
Kennel Club Agility 
Exposition Center Bel-
ton` 
 Oct 26-28 Southeast 
Texas Agility Club 
Agility Crosby Fair-
grounds Crosby 
 Oct 26-28 Oil Patch 
Agility Club of West 
Texas Agility Expo 
Arena Andrews 

 UTAH 
 Oct 2 Siberian Husky 
Club of America Inc. 
Agility Harmon Park 
Provo 

 vIRGINIA 
 Oct 6-7 Tidelands Poo-
dle Club of Virginia 
Agility Border Cross-
ing Toano 
 Oct 6-7 Shenandoah 
Valley Kennel Club 
Inc. Agility Communi-

ty Center Weyers Cave 
 Oct 12-14 gloucester 
Kennel Club of Vir-
ginia Agility Border 
Crossing Toano 
 Oct 20-21 Mattaponi 
Kennel Club Agility 
Field House Freder-
icksburg 
 Oct 26-28 Langley 
Kennel Club Agility 
Border Crossing Toano  
 WASHINGTON 

 Oct 12-14 Wenatchee 
Kennel Club Agility 
Confluence State Park 
Wenatchee 
 Oct 19-21 Yakima 
Valley Kennel Club 
Inc. Agility Fullbright 
Union Gap 
 Oct 26-28 Evergreen 
Afghan Hound Club 
Agilty Argus Ranch 
Facility For Dogs Au-
burn 

 WISCONSIN 
 Oct 1-2 Portuguese 
Water Dog Club of 
America Inc Agility 
The Lodge At Geneva 
Ridge Lake Geneva 
 Oct 5-7 Lakeland Dog 
Training Club Inc. 
Agility Lakeland DTC 
Grounds Cambridge 
 Oct 9 American Bull-
mastiff Association 
Agility Olympia Re-
sort Oconomowoc 
 Oct 12-14 Fond du Lac 
County Kennel Club 
Agility K C Clubhouse 
Fond du Lac 
 Oct 20-21 Oshkosh 

Kennel Club Inc. Agil-
ity Kennel Club Osh-
kosh 
 Oct 24-26 Border Col-
lie Society of America 
Agility Jefferson Coun-
ty Fair Park Jefferson 
 Oct 26-28 Western 
Waukesha County Dog 
Training Club Agil-
ity Western Waukesha 
Co Dog Training Club 
Ixonia 
 Oct 27-28 Coulee Ken-
nel Club Inc. Agility 
Family Dog Center La 
Crosse 
 Nov 17-18 Upper Iowa 
Training Club Agility 
Family Dog Center La 
Crosse 
 Nov 17-18 Sheboygan 
Kennel Club Inc. Agil-
ity Dog Training Club 
Sheboygan 
 Nov 23 Timber Ridge 
Obedience Club of 
Central  Wisconsin 
Agility Camp Bandy 
Pet Resort Amherst 
Junction 
 Nov 24-25 Wisconsin 
Rapids Kennel Club 
Agility Camp Bandy 
Pet Resort Amherst 
Junction 
 Dec 1-2 Winnegamie 
Dog Club Inc. Agility 
Training Center Me-
nasha 

 WYOMING 
 Oct 5-7 Agility Club 
of Central Wyoming 
Agility Fairgrounds 
Casper 
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Dog Shows

 ALASKA 
 Nov 4 Cook Inlet Ken-
nel Club Show Fair-
grounds 2075 glenn 
HighwayMile 40 Palm-
er 

 ALABAMA 
 Nov 8-9 Decatur Al-
abama Kennel Club 
Show Racking Horse 
Celebration Grounds 
Priceville 
 Nov 10-11 Huntsville 
Kennel Club Show 
Morgan Co Celebra-
tion Arena 67 Horse 
Center Rd Decatur 
 Nov 23-24 Montgom-
ery Kennel Club Show 
G a r re t t  C o l i s e u m 
Grounds 1555 Federal 
Drive Montgomery 
 Nov 25 Cahaba Val-
ley Kennel Club Show 
G a r re t t  C o l i s e u m 
Grounds 1555 Federal 
Drive Montgomery 

 ARKANSAS 
 Oct 6-7 Northwest 
Arkansas Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Fairgrounds 
2536 N McConnell Av-
enue Fayetteville 
 Oct 27-28 Saline Coun-
ty Kennel Club of Ar-
kansas Show Saline 
County Fairgrounds 
Interstate 30 Benton-
ville 

 ARIzONA 
 Nov 9-10 Madera Can-
yon Kennel Club Show 
Rillito Park CO Park 
4502 North 1st Ave. 
Tucson 
 Nov 11-12 Canada Del 
Oro Kennel Club Show 
Rillito Park CO Park 
4502 North 1st Ave. 
Tucson 
 Nov 16-17 Tucson Ken-
nel Club Show Pima 
County Fairgrounds 
11300 South Houghton 
Rd Tucson 
 Nov 18-19 Greater Si-
erra Vista Kennel Club 
Show Fairgrounds 
11300 South Houghton 
Rd Tucson 
 Nov 30-1 Yuma Ken-
nel Club Show Fair-
grounds 2520 E 32nd 
St Yuma 
 Dec 2-3 Imperial Val-
ley Kennel Club Show 
Fairgrounds 2520 E 
32nd St Yuma 

 CALIFORNIA 
 Oct 6-7 Donner Trail 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Fairgrounds 800 All 
America City Blvd 
Roseville 
 Oct 18-19 Skyline Dog 
Fanciers of San Mateo 
County Show Alameda 
County Fairgrounds 
4501 Pleasanton Ave 
Pleasanton 

 Oct 21-22 Del Valle 
Dog Club of Liver-
more Show Alameda 
County Fairgrounds 
4501 Pleasanton Ave 
Pleasanton 
 Oct 27-28 Kennel Club 
of Riverside Show Lake 
Perris State Recreation 
Area 17801 Lake Perris 
Dr Perris 
 Oct 27-28 Sacramento 
Valley Dog Fanciers 
Assoc. Inc. Show Fair-
grounds 655 S 1 Street 
Dixon 
 Nov 3 San Gabriel Val-
ley Kennel Club Show 
Industry Hills Expo-
sition Center 16200 
Temple Ave City of 
Industry 
 Nov 4 Antelope Valley 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Industry Hills Expo-
sition Center 16200 
Temple Ave City of 
Industry 
 Nov 10-11 Wine Coun-
try Kennel Club Show 
Napa Valley Exposi-
tion Third ST And Sil-
verado Trail Napa 
 Nov 17-18 San Luis 
Obispo Kennel Club 
Show Fairgrounds 
2198 Riverside Ave 
Paso Robles 

 Nov 23-24 Golden Val-
ley Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Stanislaus Coun-
ty Fairgrounds Turlock 
 Nov 25-26 San Joaquin 
Kennel Club Show San 
Joaquin County Fair-
grounds 1658 S. Air-
port Way Stockton 
 Dec 7-8 Shoreline Dog 
Fanciers Association of 
Orange County Show 
Fairgrounds 88 Fair Dr 
Costa Mesa 
 Dec 9-10 Malibu Ken-
nel Club Show Fair-
grounds 88 Fair Dr 
Costa Mesa 

 COLORADO 
 Oct 27-28 Buckhorn 
Valley Kennel Club 
Show Island Grove 
Regional Park 501 N. 
14th Ave Greeley 
 Nov 10-11 Southern 
Colorado Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Colorado 
State Fairgrounds Beu-
lah and Summit St 
Pueblo 

 FLORIDA 
 Oct 6-7 Suwannee 
Valley Kennel Club 
of Florida Show Fair-
grounds  Branford 
Hwy Lake City 
 Oct 11-12 greater 
Naples Dog Club Inc. 
Show Turner Agri-
Civic Center 2250 N.E. 
Roan Street Arcadia 
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 Oct 13-14 greater Ven-
ice Florida Dog Club 
Show Turner Agri-
Civic Center 2250 N.E. 
Roan Street Arcadia 
 Nov 10-11 Hernando 
County Kennel Club 
Show Florida Classic 
Park 5360 Lockhart 
Road Brookville 
 Nov 15-16 Seminole 
Dog Fanciers Associa-
tion Show greater Oc-
ala Dog Show Grounds 
Eastside CR 25A N 2 
3mi N of SR 326 Ocala 
 Nov 17-18 Greater 
Ocala Dog Club Inc. 
Show greater Ocala 
Dog Show Grounds 
Eastside CR 25A N 2 
3mi N of SR 326 Ocala 
 Nov 24-25 Brandon 
Florida Kennel Club 
Show Florida Straw-
berry Festival 303 Lem-
on St. Plant City 
 Dec 1-2 South Dade 
Kennel Club Show 
B e r g e r o n  R o d e o 
grounds 4201 SW 65th 
Way Davie 
 Dec 8-9 Greater Miami 
Dog Club Inc. Show 
Fair Expo Center 10901 
S W 24th Street Miami 
 Dec 12 Space Coast 
Kennel Club of Palm 
Bay Show Convention 
Center 9800 Interna-
tional Drive Orlando 
 Dec 14 Central Flor-
ida Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Convention Cen-
ter 9800 International 
Drive Orlando 

 Dec 15-16 American 
Kennel Club Show 
Convention Center 
9800 International 
Drive Orlando 
 Jan 5-6 Greater Day-
tona Dog Fanciers As-
sociation Inc. Show 
Fairgrounds Int 4 & Rt 
44 Deland 
 Jan 10 Manatee Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Florida 
Classic Park 5360 Lock-
hart Road Brooksville 
 Jan 11 Clearwater Ken-
nel Club Show Florida 
Classic Park 5360 Lock-
hart Road Brooksville 
 Jan 12 Inverness Flor-
ida Kennel Club Show 
Florida Classic Park 
5360 Lockhart Road 
Brooksville 
 Jan 13 Tampa Bay Ken-
nel Club Show Florida 
Classic Park 5360 Lock-
hart Road Brooksville 
 Jan 16 Manatee Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Florida 
Classic Park 5360 Lock-
hart Road Brooksville 
 Jan 17 Inverness Flor-
ida Kennel Club Show 
Florida Classic Park 
5360 Lockhart Road 
Brooksville 
 Jan 18 Tampa Bay Ken-
nel Club Show Florida 
Classic Park 5360 Lock-
hart Road Brooksville 
 Jan 19 Clearwater Ken-
nel Club Show Florida 
Classic Park 5360 Lock-
hart Road Brooksville 

 Jan 20 Pasco Florida 
Kennel Club Show 
Florida Classic Park 
5360 Lockhart Road 
Brooksville 
 Feb 21-22 Greater Pan-
ama City Dog Fanci-
ers Association Show 
Fairgrounds 441 Paul 
Russell Rd Tallahassee 

 GEORGIA 
 Oct 19 Douglasville 
Kennel Club of Geor-
gia Show Atlanta Ex-
position Cntr South 
3850 Jonesboro Rd At-
lanta 
 Oct 20 Atlanta Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Atlanta 
Exposition Cntr South 
3850 Jonesboro Rd At-
lanta 
 Oct 21 Newnan Ken-
nel Club Show Atlanta 
Exposition Cntr South 
3850 Jonesboro Rd At-
lanta 
 Oct 27-28 Kennesaw 
Kennel Club Show Jim 
Miller Park 2245 Cal-
laway Road S W Mari-
etta 
 Nov 29-2 Savannah 
Kennel Club Show 
Expo Center 4801 Med-
ing St Savannah 
 Nov 30-1 Beaufort 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Expo Center 4801 Med-
ing St Savannah 
 Feb 3 Lawrencev-
ille Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Atlanta Exposi-
tion Cntr South 3850 
Jonesboro Rd Atlanta 

 HAWAII 
 Oct 6 Orchid Island 
Dog Fancier Club Inc. 
Show Edith Kanaka-
ole Multi-Purpose Sta-
dium Kalanikoa Street 
Hilo 
 Oct 7-8 Kona Coast 
Kennel Club Show 
Edith Kanakaole Multi-
Purpose Stadium Ka-
lanikoa Street Hilo 

 IOWA 
 Oct 13-14 Mason City 
Kennel Club Show 
N o r t h  I o w a  F a i r-
grounds All Seasons 
Highway 18 West 3700 
4th St SW Mason City 
 Feb 16 Cyclone Coun-
try Kennel Club of 
Ames Show Iowa State 
Fairgrounds E 30th 
& Grand Avenue Des 
Moines 
 March 30-31 Clinton 
Iowa Kennel  Club 
Show Clinton County 
Fairgrounds De Witt 

 IDAHO 
 Oct 11-12 Idaho Capi-
tal City Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Expo Idaho 
5610 glenwood Boise 
 Oct 13-14 Lizard Butte 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Expo Idaho 5610 glen-
wood Boise 

 ILLINOIS 
 Oct 6-7 Stone City 
Kennel Club Show 
Fairgrounds Route 47 
Yorkville 
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 Oct 19 Mattoon Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show 
Fairgrounds Peoria Rd 
Bus 55 Springfield 
 Oct 20 Sandemac Ken-
nel Club Show Fair-
grounds Peoria Rd Bus 
55 Springfield 
 Oct 21-22 Illinois Capi-
tol Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Fairgrounds 
Peor ia  Rd Bus  55 
Springfield 
 Nov 24-25 Lake Shore 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Bloom Tra i l  High 
School 22331 Cottage 
Grove Ave Chicago 
Heights 
 Dec 1-2 Kankakee Riv-
er Valley Kennel Club 
Show Fairgrounds U.S. 
Routes 45-52 & 49 So 
Kankakee 
 Dec 6-7 Starved Rock 
Kennel Club Show 
Fairgrounds 2015 West 
Manchester Rd Whea-
ton 
 Dec 8-9 Skokie Val-
ley Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Convention Cen-
ter 5555 N River Rd 
Rosemont 
 Jan 26 Park Shore Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show 
Fairgrounds 1060 E. 
Peterson Road Gray-
slake 
 Feb 21 Park Shore 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
McCormick Place 23rd 
& Martin Luther King 
Dr. Chicago 

 Feb 23-24 Interna-
tional Kennel Club of 
Chicago Inc. Show Mc-
Cormick Place 23rd & 
Martin Luther King Dr. 
Chicago 

 INDIANA 
 Oct 31-4 Northeastern 
Indiana Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Memorial 
Coliseum 4000 Parnell 
Ave. Fort Wayne 
 Nov 1 La Porte Coun-
ty Kennel Club Show 
Memorial Coliseum 
4000 Parnell Ave. Fort 
Wayne 
 Nov 2 Sturgis Ken-
nel Club Coliseum 
4000 Parnell Ave. Fort 
Wayne 
 Nov 3 Marion Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Memo-
rial Coliseum 4000 Par-
nell Ave. Fort Wayne 

 KANSAS 
 Oct 13-14 Lawrence 
Jayhawk Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Fairgrounds 
1930 Harper St Law-
rence 

 KENTUCKY 
 Oct 6-7 Owensboro’s 
River City Kennel Club 
Show Hines Center 
One Wellness Drive 
Philpot  
 Massachusetts Oct 
19 Albany Kennel 
Club Inc. Show East-
ern States Exposition 
grounds 1305 Memori-
al Ave West Springfield  
 Oct 21 Troy Kennel 
Club Inc. Show East-
ern States Exposition 

 Nov 9-11 Souhegan 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Expo Center 150 Royal 
Plaza Drive Fitchburg 
 Nov 10 Framingham 
District Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Expo Center 
150 Royal Plaza Drive 
Fitchburg 
 Nov 22 Holyoke Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show 
Eastern States Expo-
sition grounds 1305 
Memorial Ave West 
Springfield 
 Nov 23 Windham 
County Kennel Club 
Inc.  Show Eastern 
S ta t es  Expos i t ion 
grounds 1305 Memo-
rial Ave West Spring-
field 
 Nov 24 South Wind-
sor Kennel Club Show 
Eastern States Expo-
sition grounds 1305 
Memorial Ave West 
Springfield 
 Nov 25 Springfield 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Eastern States Expo-
sition grounds 1305 
Memorial Ave West 
Springfield 

 Dec 1-2 Worcester 
County Kennel Club 
Show Expo Center 
150 Royal Plaza Drive 
Fitchburg 
 April 7 Trap Falls Ken-
nel Club Show East-
ern States Exposition 
grounds 1305 Memori-
al Ave West Springfield 

 MARYLAND 
 Oct 12-13 Catonsville 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Fairgrounds 2210 Fair-
grounds Road West 
Friendship 
 Oct 14 National Capi-
tal Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Fairgrounds 
2210 Fairgrounds Road 
West Friendship 
 Oct 20-21 Upper Po-
tomac Valley Ken-
nel Club Show Fair-
grounds 11490 Moss 
Ave Cumberland 
 Nov 7-8 Talbot Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Civic 
Center Glen Ave. at 
Civic Ave. Salisbury 
 Nov 9-10 Salisbury 
Maryland Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Civic Center 
Glen Ave at Civic Ave 
Salisbury 
 Nov 11 Mispillion 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Civic Center Glen Ave 
at Civic Ave Salisbury 
 Nov 24 Chesapeake 
Kennel Club of Mary-
land Inc. Show Fair-
grounds 2210 Fair-
grounds Road West 
Friendship 

grounds 1305 Memori-
al Ave West Springfield 
 Oct 28 Riverhead Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show 
Eastern States Expo-
sition grounds 1305 
Memorial Avenue W 
Springfield 
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 Nov 25 Upper Marl-
boro Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Fairgrounds 
2210 Fairgrounds Road 
West Friendship 
 Jan 17-20 Annapo-
lis Kennel Club Show 
Fairgrounds 2210 Fair-
grounds Road West 
Friendship 
 Jan 18-19 Carroll Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show 
Howard County Fair-
grounds 2210 Fair-
grounds Road West 
Friendship 
 Feb 16-17 Maryland 
Kennel Club Show 
Fairgrounds 2210 Fair-
grounds Road West 
Friendship 

 MICHIGAN 
 Nov 8 Pontiac Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Fair-
grounds 2900 Lake St 
Kalamazoo 
 Noc 9 Greater Muskeg-
on Kennel Club Show 
Fairgrounds 2900 Lake 
St Kalamazoo 
 Nov 10 Kalamazoo 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Fairgrounds 2900 Lake 
St Kalamazoo 
 Nov 11 Grand Rap-
ids Kennel Club Show 
Fairgrounds 2900 Lake 
St Kalamazoo 
 Dec 1-2 Ingham Coun-
ty Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Michigan State 
University East Lan-
sing 

 MINNESOTA 
 Oct 6-7 Wright County 
Minnesota Kennel Club 
Show Fairgrounds 800 
Century Avenue SW 
Hutchinson 
 Dec 8-9 Granite City 
Kennel Club of St. 
C l o u d  M i n n e s o t a 
Show Civic Center 10 
Fourth Ave South St 
Cloud 

 MISSOURI 
 Nov 3-4 Tri-State Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show 
Convention Center 
3615 Range Line Road 
Joplin 
 May 4 Spirit of the 
Heartland Kennel Club 
Show Purina Farms 
200 Checkboard Dr 
Gray Summit 
 May 5 Jefferson Coun-
ty Kennel Club of Mis-
souri Show Purina 
Farms 200 Checkboard 
Dr Gray Summit 

 MISSISSIPPI 
 Nov 3-4 Brandon Ken-
nel Club of Mississippi 
Show Coliseum 151 
Erle Johnston Dr JFor-
est 
 Dec 8-9 Mississip-
pi Gulf Coast Ken-
nel Club Show Fair-
grounds 15321 County 
Farm Road Gulfport 
 Jan 12-13 Golden Tri-
angle Kennel Club of 
Mississippi Show Mis-
sissippi State Univer-
sity 716 Poorhouse Rd. 
Starkville 

 NORTH 
CAROLINA 

 Oct 13-14 Hanover 
Kennel Club Show 
Legion Stadium 2149 
Carolina Beach Road 
Wilmington 
 Nov 10-11 Furniture 
City Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Coliseum 300 
Deacon Blvd Winston-
Salem 
 Nov 16 Salisbury 
North Carolina Ken-
nel Club Show Cabar-
rus Arena and Events 
Center 4751Highway 
49 North Concord 
 N o v  1 7  G r e a t e r 
Monroe Kennel Club 
Show Cabarrus Are-
na and Events Cen-
ter 4751Highway 49 
North Concord 
 Nov 18 Fayetteville 
K e n n e l  C l u b  I n c . 
Show Cabarrus Are-
na and Events Cen-
ter 4751Highway 49 
North Concord 
 Dec 8-9 Forsyth Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show 
Coliseum Complex 300 
Deacon Blvd Winston-
Salem 
 March 21 Alamance 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Fairgrounds 1025 Blue 
Ridge Rd. Raleigh 

 NEBRASKA 
 Oct 4-5 Platte Valley 
Kennel Club of Fre-
mont Nebraska Show 
Lancaster Event Cen-
ter 4100 N 84th Street 
Lincoln 
 Oct 6-7 Cornhusker 
Kennel Club of Lincoln 
Nebraska Inc. Show 
Lancaster Event Cen-
ter 4100 N 84th Street 
Lincoln 
 Nov 15-16 Nebraska 
Kennel Club Show 
Century Link Center 
455 N 10th St. Omaha 
 Nov 17-18 Council 
Bluffs Kennel Club 
Show Century Link 
Center Omaha 455 N 
10th St. Omaha 

 NEW JERSEY 
 Oct 12-13 Palisades 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Horseshows Grounds 
Plains Road Augusta 
 Oct 14-15 Ramapo 
Kennel Club Show 
Horseshows Grounds 
Plains Road Augusta 
 Oct 19-20 gloucester 
County Kennel Club 
Inc Show Buena Vista 
Family Campground 
775 Harding Hwy Bue-
na 
 Oct 21 South Jersey 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Buena Vis ta  Fam-
ily Campground 775 
Harding Hwy Buena 
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 NEW MExICO 
 Oct 5-6 Mesilla Valley 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Multi-Use Park La Velle 
Road Alamogordo 
 Oct 7-8 Chaparral 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Multi-Use Park La Velle 
Road Alamogordo 
 Oct 11-12 Sangre de 
Cristo Kennel Club 
Show Heritage Park 
3447 Lambros Road 
Los Lunas 
 Oct 13-14 Valencia 
Valley Kennel Club 
of New Mexico Show 
Heritage Park 3447 
Lambros Road Los Lu-
nas 

 NEvADA 
 Oct 13-14 Black Moun-
tain Kennel Club of 
Nevada Show Palace 
Station Hotel & Casino 
2411 W Sahara Avenue 
Las Vegas 

 NEW YORK 
 Jan 11-12 Kennel Club 
of Buffalo Inc. Show 
F a i rg ro u n d s  5 6 0 0 
McKinley Parkway 
Hamburg 
 Jan 13 Ashtabula Ken-
nel Club Show Fair-
grounds 5600 McKin-
ley Parkway Hamburg 
 Feb 22 Wallkill Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show 
Rockland Community 
College 145 College 
Ave Suffern 

 Feb 22-24 Rockland 
County Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Rockland 
Community College 
145 College Ave Suf-
fern 
 May 30-2 Olean Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show 
Chautauqua County 
Fair Assoc 1089 Central 
Avenue Dunkirk 
 May 31-1 Conewango 
Valley Kennel Club 
Show Chautauqua 
County Fair Assoc 
1089 Central Avenue 
Dunkirk 

 OHIO 
 Oct 6-7 Fulton Coun-
ty Ohio Kennel Club 
Show Fairgrounds 
Hwy 108 Wauseon 
 Oct 13-14 Mad River 
Valley Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Fairgrounds 
SR 68 & SR 55 Urbana 
 Oct 27-28 Delaware 
Ohio Kennel  Club 
Show Fairgrounds 
Delaware 
 Nov 15 Sandusky Ken-
nel Club Show Fair-
grounds 717 East 17th 
Ave Columbus 
 Nov 16 Dayton Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Fair-
grounds 717 East 17th 
Ave Columbus 
 Nov 17 Lima Ken-
nel Club Show Fair-
grounds 717 East 17th 
Ave Columbus 
 Nov 18 Central Ohio 
Kennel Club Show 
Fairgrounds 717 East 
17th Ave Columbus 

 Dec 13-15 Richland 
County Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Exposition 
Center 6200 Riverside 
Drive Cleveland 
 Dec 16 Western Re-
serve Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Exposition 
Center 6200 Riverside 
Drive Cleveland 
 Jan 4 Columbiana 
County Kennel Club 
Show Fairgrounds 229 
E. Howe Rd Tallmadge 
 Jan 5-6 Rubber City 
Kennel Club Show 
Fairgrounds 229 E. 
Howe Rd Tallmadge 

 OKLAHOMA 
 Oct 13-14 Sooner State 
Kennel Club Show 
Fairgrounds East Ox-
ford Ave. Enid 
 Oct 20-21 Lawton Dog 
Fanciers Association 
Show Fairgrounds 920 
SW Sheridan Rd. Law-
ton 
 Nov 15-16  Town 
And Country Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Grady 
County Fairgrounds 
500 East Choctaw Ave. 
Chickasha 
 Nov 17-18 Canadian 
Valley Kennel  Club 
Show Grady County 
Fairgrounds 500 East 
Choctaw Ave. Chickasha 

 OREGON 
 Nov 3-4 Southern 
Oregon Kennel Club 
Show Fairgrounds 1 
Peninger Rd Central 
Point 

 Nov 15-16 Umpqua 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Douglas County Fair-
grounds 2110 SW Frear 
I-5 Exit 123 Roseburg 
 Nov 17-18 Rogue Val-
ley Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Douglas County 
Fairgrounds 2110 SW 
Frear I-5 Exit 123 Rose-
burg 
 PENNSYLvANIA 
 Oct 4-5 Hatboro Dog 
Club Inc. Show Fair-
grounds 576 Penns 
Park Rd Wrightstown 
 Oct 6 Devon Dog Show 
Association Inc. Show 
Horse Show Grounds 
Rte 100 Ludwigs Cor-
ner 
 Oct 6 Fort Steuben 
Kennel Association 
Inc. Show Raccoon 
Twp Fireman Grounds 
4061 Patterson Rd 
Aliquippa 
 Oct 7 Beaver County 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Raccoon Twp Fireman 
grounds 4061 Patter-
son Rd Aliquippa 
 Nov 3-4 Back Moun-
tain Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Fairgrounds 
West  Third  Street 
Bloomsburg 
 Nov 15 Penn Treaty 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Expo Center 100 Sta-
tion Avenue Oaks 
 Nov 17-18 Kennel 
Club of Philadelphia 
Inc. Show Expo Cen-
ter 100 Station Avenue 
Oaks 
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 Dec 15 Lehigh Valley 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Fairgrounds 302 North 
17th St. Allentown 
 Dec 16 Delaware Wa-
ter Gap Kennel Club 
Show Fairgrounds 302 
North 17th St. Allen-
town 
 Jan 26-27 Erie Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Bay-
front Convention Cen-
ter 1 Sassafras Pier Erie 

 PUERTO RICO 
 Oct 25 Ponce Kennel 
Club Show Polideport-
ivo Rafael Pont Flores 
de la Universidad Ave 
Zaya Verde Bayamon 
 Oct 26-28 Caribe Ken-
nel Club Show Polide-
portivo Rafael Pont 
Flores de la Univer-
sidad Ave Zaya Verde 
Bayamon 

 SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

 Oct 19-21 Rapid City 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Rushmore Plaza Civic 
Center 444 N Mt Rush-
more Rd Rapid City 
 Oct 26-28 Sioux Em-
pire Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Fairgrounds 
Sioux Falls 

 TENNESSEE 
 Oct 13-14 Tri-Star Ken-
nel Club of William-
son County Tennessee 
Show Fairgrounds 500 
Wedgewood Avenue 
Nashville 

 Nov 1-3 Tennessee 
Valley Kennel Club 
Show Chilhowee Park 
3301 E. Magnolia Ave. 
Knoxville 
 Nov 2-4 Oak Ridge 
Kennel Club Show 
Chilhowee Park 3301 
E.  Mag nol ia  Ave . 
Knoxville 
 March 8-9 Tullahoma 
Kennel Club of Tennes-
see Show Williamson 
Co. Ag. Park 4215 Long 
Lane Franklin 

 TExAS 
 Oct 6 greater Hum-
ble Area Kennel Club 
Show Civic Center 
8233 Will Clayton Pk-
way Humble 
 Oct 13-14 Tyler Texas 
Kennel Club Show Ar-
bors I II III Flea Market 
Road Canton 
 Oct 18-19 Stephenville 
Kennel Club of Texas 
Show Bell County Ex-
position Center 301 
West Loop 121 Belton 
 Oct 20-21 Bell County 
Kennel Club Show Ex-
position Center 301 
West Loop 121 Belton 
 Oct 27-28 Travis Coun-
ty Kennel Club Show 
Travis County Exposi-
tion Center 7311 Deck-
er Lane Austin 
 Nov 3-4 Concho Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show 
Fairgrounds 43rd & 
Coliseum Dr. San An-
gelo 

 Nov 10-11 Cypress 
Creek Kennel Club of 
Texas Show Houston 
Farm & Ranch Club 1 
Abercrombie Dr Hous-
ton 
 Nov 17-18 Brazoria 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Humble Civic Cen-
ter and Arena 8233 
Will Clayton Pkway 
Humble 
 Nov 24-24 Cen-Tex 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Diamond W Arena 
8901 E Hwy 67 Al-
varado 
 Dec 1-2 Conroe Ken-
nel Club Show Expo 
Center Airport Rd FM 
9055 Conroe 
 Dec 7 Texas Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Market 
Hall 2200 Stemmons 
Freeway Dallas 
 Dec 8 Trinity Valley 
Kennel Club Show 
Market Hall 2200 Stem-
mons Freeway Dallas 
 Dec 9 Greater Col-
lin Kennel Club Show 
Market Hall 2200 Stem-
mons Freeway Dallas 

 vIRGINIA 
 Oct 27-28 Middleburg 
Kennel Club Show 
Oatlands Plantation 
Route 15 South Lees-
burg 
 Nov 4-5 Virginia Beach 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Virginia Beach Con-
vention Ctr 1000 19th 

St. Virginia Beach 
 Jan 9-10 Northern 
Neck Kennel Club of 
Virginia Show Expo 
Center 2371 Carl D. 
Silver Parkway Fred-
ericksburg 
 Jan 26-27 Middle Pen-
insula Kennel Club of 
Virginia Show Race-
way Complex Labrur-
num Ave. & Richmond-
Henrico Tplke Doswell 
 March 9-10 Shenando-
ah Valley Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Fairgrounds 
U S 11 Harrisonburg 

 vERMONT 
 Oct 6-7 Champlain 
Valley Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Fairgrounds 105 
Pearl St. Essex Junction 
 WASHINGTON 

 Nov 17-18 Whidbey 
Island Kennel Club 
Inc Show Fairgrounds 
Hwy 2 Monroe 
 Dec 8-9 Greater Clark 
County Kennel Club 
Inc Show Clark Co 
Fairgrounds 17402 NE 
Delfel Rd Ridgefield
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Birds In The Pan

Baked Dove in Wine Sauce
* 1 cup flour
* 10 dove breasts
* 1 stick butter or margarine

* 2 cloves garlic, minced
* 1/2 cup water
* 1/2 cup cooking sherry

Preheat oven to 350°. 
In skillet, melt butter or margarine. 
Add garlic and simmer 1 minute to release the flavor of the garlic. 
Dredge dove breasts in flour and brown in skillet. 
Place breasts in baking dish. 
Cover with water and sherry. 
Bake 1 hour. 
Serve with rice or noodles.

* lots of dove breasts
* 1 lb bacon
* 1 jar pickled jalapeno peppers

* 1 cup soy sauce
* heavy duty foil

Drain the peppers and save the juice.
Add the pepper juice to the soy sauce.
Place the breasts in a bowl with a lid or a large zip lock bag. Pour on the sauce 

mixture.
Cover/seal and refrigerate at least 3 hours.
Remove the breasts and place on a large sheet of foil.
Layer on the bacon and peppers.
Wrap up and seal to make a packet.
grill over medium heat for 25 - 30 minutes. Turn a couple of times during cooking.
Remove from the grill and let set a few minutes.

Easy Flaming Dove Bacon Grillers
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Advertising Rates

Don’t know if the net will pay off for you? 
It only costs $160/year to find out.

Call any of our advertisers in this magazine, they are also on our web pages, ask them about 
the advertising with Bird Dog & Retriever News. They’ll tell you the great benefits of being on 
the net and in print. Put your product or kennel where it can get seen. We get a million hits a 
month. Not just in print or the internet, but both with Bird Dog & Retriever News.

Go to our website www.Bdarn.com to start or give us a call.

We offer quarter pay at no extra 
charge, either online or billed

Your ad goes in the magazine AND on our internet web site. Price per year, divide by 4 for single issue 
rate. All ads include one color picture on the internet site we set-up for you. Advertising deadline: the 
1st of the month prior to the issue date: Jan 1, March 1, May 1, July 1, Sept 1, Nov 1.The entire magazine 
is online 60 days after print. How many people read Bird Dog & Retriever News in print and on the 
net? In addition to the print copies we get over a million of hits a month online.
Price per year, divide by 4 for single issue rates
25 Word Classifieds $300 Additional words $2 each (Contact name, city, state and phone “together” count as 1 word)

1”/Yr     $320   2 1/4” x 1”
2”/Yr    $380  2 1/4” x 2”
1/9 page/Yr $480   2 1/4” x 3”
Display ads over 1/9 page will be in the article/news portion of the magazine AND listed under their heading in marketplace.

1/6 page/Yr $520   4 3/4” x 2 1/4”
1/4 page/Yr $600  Wide 4 3/4” x 3 1/2” Tall 4 3/4” x 3 1/2”
1/3 page/Yr $700  Wide 7 1/4” x 3”   Tall 9 1/2” x 2 1/4”
1/2 Page/Yr $980  Wide 7 1/4” x 4 3/4” Tall 9 1/2” x 3 1/2” 
2/3 Page/Yr $980  Wide 7 1/4” x 6 1/2” Tall 9 1/2” x 4 3/4” 
1 Page/Yr $1500  9 1/2” x 7 1/4”     Cover $2000/Yr 
Internet web links or buttons (Plus a listing in the magazine) $260/Yr
Full color internet page see front page (Plus an ad in the magazine) $360/Yr
Domain name site ($360 page with yourbusiness.com) as the web address $600/Yr 
You can pay with a credit card online either annually or quarterly on our website just click on  ADV WITH US
Agency Commission: 15% of gross billing allowed to recognized advertising agencies, account must be 
paid within 30 days of invoice.

$120/Yr for web only link
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AMERICAN WATER
 SPANIELS

NIGHT HAWK KENNELS: 
American Water Spaniels AKC - 
CERF & OFA Clearances, health 
guarantees, upland and water 
retrievers, excellent family 
dogs. 218-342-2411

www.nighthawkkennels.com

BOYKIN SPANIELS
J & L BOYKIN SPANIELS: For 
information on upcoming lit-
ters, stud service, training or 
just want to talk about the “little 
brown dogs” just call Jan or Larry 
Hinchman, Hammond, WI 715-
796-5251 

www.Bdarn.com/jl

BRITTANYS
BEN’S BRITTANYS: Ben & Diane 
Jacobsen LeRoy, MN 507-324-
5558

www.bensbrittanys.com

CROIXDALE BRITTANYS: Breed-
ing Fld. Ch. Kay-Cee Bandit blood-
lines Since 1973. Contact Jim Long, 
208 W. Ash St, Roberts, WI 54023 
715-749-3158

www.Bdarn.com/croix

FLYINg O RANCH: Ed Orms, Ore 
C.ity, TX 903-762-2148

www.flyingodog.com

DRAHTHAARS
VDD gROUP NORTH AMERICA:  
Brighton, IL  618-372-3156

www.VDD-GNA.org

ENGLISH SETTERS
BUCKEYE KENNELS: Profes-
sional trainer and breeding since 
1955. See our dogs and our train-
ing products on our website. Dick 
geswein, Waterloo OH 740-643-
0148  buckeyebirdog@yahoo.com

www.buckeyebirdogs.com

DeCOVERLY KENNEL:  Facto-
ryville, PA 717-378-3357

www.decoverlykennels.com

EDER’S FOX RUN KENNELS: 
Started 4 year old English Setter 
grouse & Woodcock dog. $2000 
320-360-5568

 www.foxrunkennel.net

gROUSE RIDgE SETTERS: Pete 
& Katie Flanagan Oxford, NY 607-
334-4920

www.grouseridgesetters.com

HAVELOCK SETTERS: Marian 
& Kerry Schorsch, New England, 
ND 701-579-4703

www.esetter.com

SETTERLAND SETTERS: Great 
pups now available call 320-493-
7974 Eagle Bend, MN

www.bdarn.com/setterland

GERMAN 
SHORTHAIRED 

POINTERS

BARNICK POINTERS: PUPPIES- 
2 German Shorthaired Pointer 
Litters to choose from, due in 
June , ready early August 2012, 
Champion Lines, Home Bred, 
Facebook Friend Stella Lacenpoint 
or call Sharon Barnick, Edison NJ  
908-412-6592 or emaigeorge1678@
comcast.net

www.Bdarn.com/barnick

EAU PLEINE KENNELS: Ken M. 
Blomberg, Junction City, WI 715-
457-2868

www.tznet.com/~kbgsp/

HALLS KENNEL is located near 
the foothills of the Adirondacks 
in the St. Lawrence Seaway Val-
ley a little east of Potsdam NY, 
315-268-0870

www.hallskennel.com

OUTBACK gUN DOgS: Kirby 
Rust 785-476-2488 Kensington, KS

www.outbackgundogs.com

TRACY BRADSHAW SHORT-
HAIRS: We have 4 great males 
pups and 4 great females pups we 
are selling. Will be availble to pick 
up June 2nd 2012. We’ll train if 
you would like. These dogs are 
great grouse hunters. These are 
wonderful dogs, if you are unsatis-
fied at the training we give them 
we will take the dog back and give 
you 100% of your money back. We 
are selling these dogs at the price 
of $400 a pup.

www.Bdarn.com/bradshaw

VAN HORN KENNELS:  We spe-
cialize in breeding, training, and 
selling quality German Shorthair 
Pointers; puppies and starter dogs 
are most always available. Crosby, 
MN 218-546-7018 

www.bdarn.com/vanhorn

Marketplace
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WINDWALKER KENNEL: Phillip 
& Anne Mathiowetz, Goodhue, 
MN 651-923-4348

www.windwalkerkennel.com

GERMAN 
WIREHAIRED 

POINTERS
CAN-AM KENNELS: Stylish, Ver-
satile dogs bred for hunting. Out-
standing natural abilities upland 
game and waterfowl. NAVHDA 
line and proven breedings. Pups 
available. Hunter and Guide refer-
ences available. Silver Harycki, Rt 
2, Thorp, WI 54771 (715) 669-3001

www.Bdarn.com/canam

gET MY POINT KENNELS: Easy 
going, versatile, upland and wa-
terfowl  hunting dog. Pups avail-
able, call for info John Faskell, 
New London WI, 920-982-5436

www.Bdarn.com/getmypointkennels

RAVEN ROAD KENNELS: If you 
are looking for the ultimate hunt-
ing dog, an extremely loyal family 
member, and a pet with personal-
ity, then you have come to the right 
place. Kevin and Julie Studnicka, 
Belle Plaine, MN 952-873-6802

www.Bdarn.com/ravenroad

GOLDEN RETRIEvER
WILDFIRE gOLDENS: Roz Wil-
son/Pat   Murphy, Montgomery, 
MN,507-744-4245, Field golden 
Puppies and Started dogs.

www.wildfiregoldens.com

GORDON SETTERS
MELROSE gORDON SETTERS: 
Breeding Gordons for 25 years, our 
Gordons are classy, hard hunting 
bird dogs with outstanding per-
sonalities, making great compan-
ions. Full guarantee. Russ Guevel, 
Bates City, MO 816-633-7364 

www.Bdarn.com/melrose

LABRADOR 
RETRIEvERS

BENTWOOD LABRADOR’S: 
Two new litters Chocolate, Black 
and Yellow Labrador Retrievers 
in North Carolina for Field Trial-
ing, Hunt Test and Hunting for 
25 years. Jessie and Helen Crisp, 
Moyock NC 252-232-2478

www.bdarn.com/bentwood

BIRDWOOD RETRIEVERS:  Nan-
cy & Kyle Aufdengarten Brule, 
NE, 308-287-2552 cell-308-889-
5099

www.retrievernews.com/birdwood

BROWNS SPRINg RIVER RE-
TRIEVERS: Available soon a great 
litter with 48 champion titles in 
these two dogs combined pedi-
grees.   Both are extremely intel-
ligent, driven, hunting machines.
Carla Brown, Monett, MO 417-
235-8241

www.Bdarn.com/browns

CAROLINA TARHEEL RE-
TRIEVERS: Our goal is to breed 
healthy retrievers for hunting 
and hunting tests, or just a long 
lasting friend. Keith & Julie Jor-
dan, Creswell, NC 252-797-5326 

www.Bdarn.com/carolina

EDER’S FOX RUN KENNELS: 
Started 2  1/2 year old Lab excel-
lent Pheasant & Waterfowl dog. 
$1500 320-360-5568

 www.foxrunkennel.net

JAZZTIME LABRADORS: Larry 
and Anna Calvert, Charlo, MT, 
406-644-2706

www.jazztimelabs.com

KIRBY LABRADORS: Breeding 
and training of labrador retriev-
ers for hunting, hunt testing, and 
field trials. See our litters on our 
website. Gene Kirby, High Point, 
NC 336-869-5527 

www.KirbyLabradors.com

OBX CHOCOLATE HEAVEN: 
Tim Warren, Jarvisburg, NC 252-
619-1921

www.obxchocolateheaven.com

ROLIDA KENNELS: Dave Dahl-
berg Wheatridge CO 303-232-0456

www.rolida.com

WINDWALKER KENNEL: Phillip 
& Anne Mathiowetz, Goodhue, 
MN 651-923-4348

www.windwalkerkennel.com

LLEWELLIN SETTERS
LLEWELLIN SETTER PUPS/
STARTED PUPS/STUD SERVICE. 
Classic New England grouse dogs. 
Natural hunting abilities. Foot 
hunters ultimate bird dog. Won-
derful temperaments. Experienced 
Breeder. Alton, New Hampshire. 
603-875-8804. birddog@world-
path.net

www.Bdarn.com/littleriver

SHALgO SETTERS:  George 
or Jackie Tate 540-892-5646 
or e-mail Shalgo@verizon.net 
Goodview, VA

www.shalgosetters.com

POINTERS
BAILEY FARMS: Nard Bailey, 
Alturas, CA 530-233-3102

www.baileyfarms.net

POINTING 
LABRADORS

SNAKE RIVER POINTINg LABS: 
Producing Excellent Hunting, 
Pointing, Retrieving Pups for 
Upland and Water Fowl. All Sires 
and Dams are hunted avidly! 
AKC, APLA, CERF, OFA. Health 
Guarantee on hips, elbows, eyes 
when stipulations are met. Justin 
Fowler, Heyburn, ID 208-677-9092 

www.snakeriverpointinglabs.com

TURKEY CREEK LABRADORS: 
Bradley Brockhouse, Lake Benton, 
MN 507-368-4306

www.turkeycreeklabradors.com
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INDIAN LAKE GAME BIRDS: 
Pheasants, Chukar & Quail for 
sale: Eggs, Day Olds, Juveniles 
for Release & Flight Conditioned 
Adults, Mike, Winthrop MN, (507) 
647-3928 Indianlakegamebirds@
gmail.com

www.indianlakegamebirds.com

gAME BIRDS FOR SALE: Flight 
conditioned Bobwhite Quail, 
Ringneck Pheasants, Chukar Pat-
ridges. Pickup at the farm, Darwin 
Laitenberger, Minn. Lake, MN 
507-462-3589

www.Bdarn.com/laiten

 

GUNS
BILL HANUS GUNS:  Bill Hanus, 
Newport OR 541-265-7433

www.billhanusbirdguns.com

HUNTS
MILLSTREAM HUNTING PRE-
SERVE: Marlborough, CT , 860-
295-9974
hwww.millstreampreserve.com

PHEASANT CREEK HUNTING: 
Dick Smith, Vivian, SD 888-225-
4326
www.pheasantcreekhunting.com

RIVER HILLS LODgE: 27839 
366th Ave. Platte, SD, 616-735-3449

riverhillslodge.com

TRAILERS/BOxES
ALUM-LINE INC: Dog boxes and 
trailers. The best in style, comfort 
and value. Durable aluminum 
construction. Many standard and 
custom models available. Cresco 
IA, 800-446-1407

www.alum-line.com

DEER CREEK: Dog Boxes 888-
294-6582.

www.deer-creek.org

DOg BOX PARTS: Russ Scherp-
ing, Minneapolis, MN 612-802-
1340

www.dogboxparts.com

RED/IRISH SETTERS

CELTIC FARMS & KENNELS 
INC: The best Field Irish Setters 
in the World. Three year uncon-
ditional warranty. Dogs are AKC 
and FDSB registered. Paul Ober, 
Reading, PA 610-378-0121 800-
428-0993 

www.Bdarn.com/celtic

vIzSLAS
BUSCH KENNELS: Jim and Linda 
Busch, Home of DC AFC Askim, 
Winnebago, IL 815-335-7673

www.buschvizslas.com

GAME BIRDS
DEWITT’S gAME FARM: See 
our display ad on page 22. Chris 
DeWitt, Ellerbe, NC 910-997-1023

www.dgfbirds.com

www.oakwoodgamefarm.com

Sand Prairie Quail Farm

Maquoketa, IA 52060

Dale & Becky Davidson
9690 224th Ave

A-I Tested
NPIP Approved
Member NAGA

Ph 563-652-5407
Fax 563-652-4287

www.Bdarn.com/sandprairie

www.bdarn.com/williamson

www.brophysirishsetters.com

www.gqfmfg.com

QUAIL - CHUKAR CHICKS
Quail-37¢ Chukar-81¢ (with a 1000 order) 

WOLFE’S gAMEBIRD HATCHERY
1398 Hunters Grove Rd, Brookville, PA 15825 

(814) 849-3430

Chicks shipped anywhere in the U.S.A. Guaranteed live deliv-
ery. Write or call for price list and ordering instructions. 

www.Bdarn.com/wolfes
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JONES TRAILER COMPANY:  
In business for 34 years pro-
viding the finest in transporta-
tion equipment for your dogs. 
Our trailers and boxes are the 
benchmark for quality, safety 
and value. Aluminum and 
stainless steel construction. 
Contact us at 800-336-0360 or 
e-mail us at john@jonestrailers.
com 

www.jonestrailers.com

TRAINING

DRIFTWOOD KENNELS: Rob & 
Beverly Montgomery, Burleson, 
TX, 817-295-8540, Driftwoodtrain-
ing@sbcglobal.net

www.bdarn.com/driftwood

HIgH FLY’N KENNELS: Greg & 
Carla Fryar, Elko, MN 612-840-
8013

www.highflynkennels.com

SUPPLY

COLLAR CLINIC: New and Re-
conditioned e-collars-Buy, Sell, 
Trade, Repair, Accessories. Free 
color catalog 1-800-430-2010 See 
our display ad on page 18.

www.CollarClinic.com

DOgSUNLIMITED: Since 1971, 
Gun Dog training supplies includ-
ing Garmin, SportDog, Tri-tronics, 
Filson, Boyt and Mud River, Ray, 
OH 800-338-3647

www.dogsunlimited.com

gO-DEVIL MFg OF LA: Warren 
CoCo, Baton Rouge, LA 225-752-
0167

www.godevil.com

gUN DOg SUPPLY: Starkville, 
MS 800-624-6378

www.gundogsupply.com

INUKSHUK DOg FOOD: See 
our display adv on page 2. 800-
561-0072

www.inukshukdogfood.com

KENNEL DECK: See our display 
adv on page 16, Ph 888-886-8801

www.kenneldeck.com

LION COUNTRY SUPPLY: #1 Tri-
tronics, Innotek & D.T. Systems 
dealer. Complete gundog training 
supplies since 1973. Mailorder or 
online. Free Catalog 800-662-5202           

www.lcsupply.com

www.bdarn.com/havenvalley 

2433 RT2 209
WURTSBORO, NY 12790
845-888-0402

gmbrittanies@yahoo.com

www.alpinepub.com

We left room 
for your 

advertising.
Contact us at 

www.Bdarn.com or 
612-868-9169

www.Bdarn.com/gey

TRI-TRONICS: See our display 
adv on the back cover. Ph 800-
456-4343

www.Tritronics.com

MISCELLANEOUS
MOURER FOSTER INC: See our 
display adv on page 16. 800-686-
2663

www.mourerfoster.com 

CLAY DELAY:  See our display 
adv on page 9. West Seneca, NY 
716-674-4489

www.claydelay.com
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Last Laugh
Depressed 

Over five thousand years 
ago, Moses said to the children 
of Israel ,

"Pick up your shovels, 
mount your asses and camels, 
and I will lead you to the Prom-
ised Land."

Nearly 75 years ago, (when 
Welfare was introduced) Roos-
evelt said,

"Lay down your shovels, 
sit on your asses, and light up 
a Camel, this is the Promised 
Land."

Today, Congress has stolen 
your shovel, taxed your asses, 
raised the price of Camels and 
mortgaged the Promised Land!

I was so depressed last night 
thinking about Health Care 
Plans, the economy, the wars, 
lost jobs, savings, Social Secu-
rity, retirement funds, etc .... I 
called a Suicide Hotline.

I had to press 1 for English.

I was connected to a call 
center in Pakistan . I told them 
I was suicidal.

They got excited and asked 
if I could drive a truck......

Folks, we're screwed. 

It Ain’t What it 
Seems!

One night during the local 
deer hunting season a police 
officer was staking out a par-
ticularly rowdy country bar 
for possible DUI violations.  
At closing time, he saw a deer 
hunter tumble out of the bar, 
trip on the curb, then try his 
keys in five different cars before 
he found his.  He sat in the front 
seat fumbling around with his 
keys for several minutes. 

All the other deer hunters 
left the bar and drove off.  Fi-
nally he started his engine and 
began to pull away.  The police 
officer was waiting for him.  He 
stopped the driver, read him 
his rights and administered the 
Breathalyzer test.  The results 
showed a reading of 0.00. 

The puzzled officer de-
manded to know how that 
could be.  The deer hunter 
replied, “Tonight I’m the des-
ignated decoy.”

It’s Hunting 
Season!

A man and his friend were 
enjoying Deer Hunting Sea-
son in rural Alabama near a 
blacktop highway. A huge buck 
walked by and the hunter care-
fully drew his bow and took 
careful aim.

Before he could release his 
arrow, his friend pointed at a 
funeral procession passing on 
the road below their stand.

The hunter slowly let off the 
pressure on his bow, took off his 
hat, bowed his head and closed 
his eyes in prayer.

His friend was amazed. 
“Wow, that is the most thought-
ful and touching thing I have 
ever seen. You are the kindest 
man I have ever known.”

The hunter  shrugged. 
“Yeah, well, we were married 
for 35 years.”
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