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News From The Enemy Camp And Good Guys

  

Authentic Taxidermy
5764 Bavaria Avenue

Parma, OH 44129 
(440) 888-0535 

  www.authentictaxidermyohio.

Order today via web-site or call

Dog Head Decorations
“Preserve the Precious Memories of Your Dog”

• Decorate your home with a dog head that is  custom painted to look like your dog.

• This item can be used as an urn or a wall decoration.

• The urn is accessible from the back of the head 

• The dog head can have an open or closed mouth.

• Dog species presently available are: Black, Chocolate,    
   and Yellow Labs; German Shorthaired and English 
   Pointers. Other species are considered special order.

• Most species of farm-raised game birds are available.

• Customers may supply their own game bird.

• Allow 60-90 days for delivery. Except for special orders.

The estimated 50,000 or 
more Wisconsin waterfowl 
hunters whose favorite hunt-
ing partner has four legs, a tail, 
and doesn’t mind swimming 
in cold water may want to take 
some precautions against their 
friend coming down with seri-
ous illness from ingesting water 
containing potentially toxic 
blue-green algae.

“Working together with 
dogs is part of a long and rich 
tradition for many waterfowl 
hunters,” said Kent Van Horn, 
DNR Migratory Game Bird 
Ecologist. “Sometimes, care of 
these furry hunting companions 
requires extra awareness. While 
not widespread, potential toxic-
ity from blue-green algae is still 
a concern for waterfowl hunt-
ing dogs.”

Recent cases included three 
Wisconsin dog deaths from 
blue-green algae poisoning re-
ported in 2008, two in 2009, and 
thankfully none in 2010.

With about 80,000 water-
fowl hunters, Wisconsin has 
the third highest number of wa-

terfowl hunters in the country. 
About 60 percent of Wisconsin 
waterfowl hunters use dogs to 
retrieve their harvested ducks 
and geese.

What is commonly referred 
to as blue-green algae are actu-

ally cyanobacteria, microscopic 
organisms that are true bacte-
ria. They are present in all lakes, 
marshes, ponds and ditches 
across Wisconsin but live un-
recognized except for when 
the right conditions develop 
and the cyanobacteria grow 
quickly, creating “blooms” 
across the water surface that 
look like paint, thick scum, or 
“pea soup.” When blooms oc-
cur, cyanobacteria can release 
toxins that can cause illness and 
even death in many animals 
ingesting them, including dogs 
and humans. While blooms of 
blue-green algae occur most 
frequently in summer, blooms 
have been observed in Wis-
consin in fall and winter. Dur-
ing the fall waterfowl hunting 
season, toxic bloom conditions 

Blue green algae a threat to 
hunting dogs

WI DNR
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can develop on warm fall days 
or on lakes that are in fall turn 
over.

Cyanobacteria “bloom den-
sities” can develop in surface 
waters with high concentra-
tions of nutrients, particularly 
phosphorus. Blooms tend to 
grow when there is a lot of sun-
light, the temperature is warm, 
the water is shallow and there 
is little wind. Sometimes when 
the wind kicks up, blue-green 
algae will pile up on the wind-
ward side of the lake.

Hunters should be on the 
lookout for the following condi-
tions in the field: a green “pea 
soup” appearance, surface wa-
ter blooms that are green, blue, 
red, or brown in color, or foamy 

scum layers, mats or blobs.

Hunters should adhere to 
the following advice of the 
Wisconsin Veterinary Medical 
Association to help protect their 
dog’s health:

    * Provide a good supply of 
clean fresh water for your dog 
to drink while hunting.

    * Don’t let dogs submerse 
themselves in water that has a 
bloom.

    * If your dog does get in 
water with a bloom, wash your 
dog thoroughly before it starts 
to groom or lick itself.

    * Be sure to wear gloves 
when you wash your dog and 
avoid direct contact with any 
“algae” present. 

After potential exposure, 
watch your dog for signs of 
lethargy, loss of appetite, vomit-
ing, diarrhea or even seizures. 
If your animal shows any of 
these symptoms contact your 
veterinarian immediately. More 
information on blue-green al-
gae in Wisconsin can be found 
on the Blue-Green Algae In 
Wisconsin Waters page of the 
DNR website and [blue-green 
algae page of the Department of 
Health website (exit DNR).

FOR MORE INFORMA-
TION CONTACT: Kent Van 
Horn, DNR Migratory Game 
Bird ecologist (608) 266-8841: 
Gina LaLiberte DNR research 
scientist (608) 221-5377



22
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

October/November 2011                                            Now in our Twentieth year                                                            www.Bdarn.com

News from the Non-profits

DU encourages 
waterfowl enthusiasts 
to “Double Up” for the 

ducks
New campaign aims to show 

Congress that hunters and oth-
ers support an increase

Ducks Unlimited is asking 
duck hunters and other water-
fowl enthusiasts to “double up 
for the ducks” by purchasing 
two federal duck stamps this 
year.

“The federal duck stamp 
has been an important tool in 
waterfowl habitat conserva-
tion for 77 years, but its ability 
to purchase and conserve im-
portant waterfowl habitat has 
been greatly diminished by in-
flation and rising land prices,” 
DU CEO Dale Hall said. “The 
purpose of the ‘Double Up 
for the Ducks’ campaign is to 
show that hunters support the 
program and are willing to pay 
more for the duck stamp in or-
der to conserve waterfowl habi-
tat. We view the duck stamp as 
an investment in conservation, 
not as a tax on hunters.” 

by 64 percent since 1991. 

    * In 1991, revenue from 
the duck stamp enabled the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to 
acquire 89,000 acres of habitat 
for the National Wildlife Ref-
uge System at an average cost 
of $306 per acre. In 2010, the 
USFWS was able to acquire 
only 32,000 acres because land 
values had tripled to an average 
of $1,091 per acre. 

Ducks Unlimited supports 
efforts to ensure that the invest-
ment waterfowl hunters have 
made to protect waterfowl 
habitat over the last 77 years is 
sustained into the future. And 
it is up to duck hunters and all 
who enjoy wetlands and water-
fowl to continue the conserva-
tion legacy of the federal duck 
stamp. For these reasons, Ducks 
Unlimited supports legisla-
tion that would immediately 
increase the price of the stamp 
from $15 to $25, which would 
allow the program’s revenues 
to keep pace with inflation. 

“Increasing the price of the 
duck stamp will take an act of 
Congress,” DU Chief Conser-
vation Officer Paul Schmidt 
said. “To get Congress to act, 
waterfowl hunters must show 
their elected officials that their 
constituents care about conser-
vation issues. The increased 
sales that will occur when hunt-
ers ‘double up’ on duck stamps 
will help conserve more habitat 
and also show Congress that 
hunters are serious about this 
issue.” 

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-

This effort is part of a larger 
campaign currently being led 
by Ducks Unlimited to increase 
the price of the federal duck 
stamp. Since 1934, the Federal 
Migratory Bird Hunting and 
Conservation Stamp, common-
ly known as the federal duck 
stamp, has added more than 
5.3 million acres of waterfowl 
habitat in all 50 states to the 
National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem. The program is a highly 
efficient way for waterfowl 
hunters to invest in the future 
of their sport by conserving 
habitat; 98 cents out of every 
dollar is spent to acquire land 
and protect waterfowl habitat. 
Additionally, acquiring land 
under the National Wildlife 
Refuge System not only ex-
pands habitat protection, but 
also expands hunting opportu-
nities and access. 

While the federal duck 
stamp has proved a valuable 
conservation tool, its buying 
power has not kept pace with 
inflation. The cost of the stamp 
has not increased since 1991, 
marking the longest period in 
the program’s history without 
a price increase. Simply put, $15 
is not what it used to be: 

    * Based on the Consumer 
Price Index, the stamp would 
need to cost $24.26 today to 
have the same buying power 
that $15 had in 1991. 

    * The total buying power 
of the duck stamp has decreased 
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nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres, 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow 
and forever. Visit the DU web-
site, www.ducks.org for more 
information.

Emily Tyner

202-347-1530

etyner@ducks.org

DU Acquires Prime 
Breeding Ground 

Habitat in Montana
As part of ongoing efforts to 

conserve intact prairie pothole 
habitat, Ducks Unlimited and 
its foundation, Wetlands Amer-
ica Trust, recently acquired a 
2,158-acre complex of grassland 
and wetland habitat in north-
central Montana’s “Hi-Line.” 
Known locally as the Wingert 
Place, the ranch is a prime 
example of short-grass prairie 
and seasonal wetland habitat. 
More than 200 acres of seasonal 
prairie pothole wetlands are 
scattered throughout the ranch 
and will provide quality migra-
tion and breeding habitat for a 
variety of waterfowl and other 
bird species.

“This was a unique op-
portunity to conserve some 
of Montana’s best remaining 
grassland and wetland habi-
tats,” said Bob Sanders, DU’s 
manager of conservation pro-
grams for Montana. “The ranch 
has almost 10 percent wetland 
cover, which is extremely high 
for this part of the Prairie Pot-
hole Region.”

The Henderson family initi-
ated the conversation last Octo-
ber when they called Sanders 
to ask if DU was interested in 
buying land. “Many people 
don’t realize that DU often ac-
cepts donations of land and will 
sometimes purchase properties 
with high waterfowl habitat 
values,” Sanders said. “Thank-
fully, we were able to work 
with the Henderson family 
and everything came together 
to conserve this well-managed 
piece of prairie habitat.” 

DU plans to keep the ranch 
in livestock grazing and will ex-
plore a variety of conservation 
options to ensure the grassland 
and wetland values of the ranch 
are perpetuated. 

“Cattle grazing is a key 
component of these systems, 
and we will continue to have 
the land in grass-based agricul-
ture,” Sanders said. “A strong 
local ranching economy is vital 
to local communities and to the 
conservation of waterfowl and 
other wildlife species.” 

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 

habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres, 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow and 
forever.

Becky Jones Mahlum

701-355-3507

bjonesmahlum@ducks.org

As Budget Talks 
Continue, the Future 

Remains Uncertain for 
Waterfowl

Two Meetings, One Day, Big 
Decisions for Proven Habitat 
Program

 On July 6, two key meet-
ings will impact the future of 
the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act (NAWCA). 
One will recommend projects 
that should receive NAWCA 
funding. The other will deter-
mine whether federal funds 
will be available for the work 
to take place.

In a Wyoming meeting, 
nine members of the North 
American Wetlands Conserva-
tion Council will decide which 
of the 35 submitted proposals 
should be recommended to 
the Migratory Bird Conserva-
tion Commission for NAWCA 
funding. This is the first round 
of proposals submitted for 2012 
funding.
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That same day, in Wash-
ington, D.C., members of the 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Interior, Environment and Re-
lated Agencies subcommittee 
on appropriations will vote to 
determine how much, if any, 
federal funds will be appropri-
ated for NAWCA.

“For 22 years NAWCA has 
made a positive impact not only 
on wetlands and waterfowl, 
but also on jobs, the economy, 
and communities,” said Dale 
Hall, Chief Executive Officer of 
Ducks Unlimited. “NAWCA’s 
conservation projects create 
jobs for construction workers, 
engineers and scientists. They 
create habitat for wildlife, and 
opportunities for people to 
hunt, fish and enjoy the out-
doors. However, if Congress 
chooses to significantly cut 
NAWCA funding or eliminate 
the program entirely, valuable 
jobs and waterfowl habitat will 
be lost.”

NAWCA is a worthwhile 
investment in tough econom-
ic times because it provides 
matching grants to organiza-
tions and individuals partner-
ing to conserve wetlands. On 
average, non-federal partners 
contribute $3.20 for every fed-
eral dollar invested in NAWCA. 
Since its inception in 1989, the 
program has helped conserve 
25 million acres of habitat across 
North America. It’s one of the 
most popular and cost-effective 
conservation programs in his-
tory, yet in recent budget talks, 
Congress has proposed severe 
cuts to NAWCA funding.

“Sportsmen need to get 
upset about these cuts which 
are far more drastic than cuts 
made to other programs. These 
cuts could imperil waterfowl 
populations and the future of 
our waterfowling hunting tra-
ditions,” said Hall. “Conserva-
tion in America pays for itself 
through the economic return 
from hunters, anglers and out-
door enthusiasts. Outdoorsmen 
and women spend $76 billion a 
year on equipment and licenses 
that support our economy 
and fund future conservation 
work, as well as the return of 
more revenues to the Treasury 
through direct income taxes 
than is appropriated annu-
ally for this purpose. It would 
be a mistake to cripple such 
a cornerstone to our nation’s 
natural resources, economy and 
culture.”

Many of the projects slated 
for consideration by the Council 
on July 6 are located in Montana 
and the Dakotas, part of the 
prairie pothole region where 
the majority of North America’s 
waterfowl breed each year. 
There are also proposals to 
conserve key wetlands in South 
Carolina, Texas, Ohio, Maine 
and Michigan. Other states 
with proposed projects include 
California, Oregon, Missouri, 
Iowa, Washington, Virginia and 
North Carolina.

Typically,  the Council 
recommends which projects 
should receive funding, and 
then members of the Migratory 
Bird Conservation Commis-
sion make the final decision in 
September. This year, however, 

it’s not just the projects, but the 
entire NAWCA program that 
hangs in the balance of Con-
gressional decisions.

“Ducks Unlimited is encour-
aging sportsmen and women to 
contact their members of Con-
gress and voice strong support for 
NAWCA,” said Hall. “This pro-
gram is too important to lose.”

For more information on 
NAWCA and other Ducks 
Unlimited public policy ef-
forts, visit www.ducks.org/
NAWCA.

In order to ensure NAW-
CA’s funding is not eliminated 
in FY 2012, Ducks Unlimited 
is conducting a campaign to 
highlight the importance of 
NAWCA’s conservation efforts 
and its economic benefits. DU 
encourages its members to ask 
their senators and representa-
tives to support funding for 
NAWCA in Fiscal Year 2012.

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow, 
and forever.

Laura Houseal

(901) 487-9027

lhouseal@ducks.org
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CRP Habitat Loss Major 
Contributor to 46 Percent 
Decline in SD Pheasant 

Numbers
SD pheasant numbers still 

tops in nation, but habitat loss 
is cause for concern

Continuous CRP practices 
help create wildlife habitat, 
acres that would otherwise be 
susceptible to conversion.

Continuous CRP practices 
help create wildlife habitat, 
acres that would otherwise be 
susceptible to conversion.

South Dakota’s annual 
pheasant brood survey results 
are in, revealing a 46 percent 
decrease in the pheasants-per-
mile index from last year. While 
the hard winter of 2010-2011 
didn’t do ringnecks any favors, 
Pheasants Forever says the 
more troubling statistic is the 
25 percent loss in Conserva-
tion Reserve Program (CRP) 
acreage in the state since 2007, 
a loss that finally appears to be 
catching up to the state’s overall 
pheasant population.

land slated to expire in the next 
five years, Nomsen says it’s 
imperative pheasant hunters 
and conservationists speak up 
in support of the heralded land 
conservation program in the 
upcoming federal Farm Bill de-
bate. “Right now, the landscape 
of South Dakota is ground zero 
for conservation. Anyone who’s 
enjoyed the phenomenal pheas-
ant hunting in South Dakota 
the last decade can thank the 
Conservation Reserve Program. 
Now it’s time to give back and 
let federal policy makers know 
how strongly we feel about 
protecting upland habitat.” 
Nomsen added, “Additionally, 
the use of targeted CRP SAFE 
acres is part of the solution right 
now, but unfortunately USDA 

Much like pheasant habitat in the Midwest, 
sagebrush habitat in the western U.S. is rap-
idly being lost.

CRP grassland 
habitat is essential 
for pheasant produc-
tion, and enrollment 
in South Dakota has 
declined from 1.56 
million acres in 2007 
to the current 1.17 
million acres. Ac-
cording to the South 
Dakota Game, Fish 
and Parks Depart-
ment, that reduction 
equates to more than 
600 square miles 
of grassland habi-
tat. Comparatively, 
pheasant numbers 
in the state are now 
41 percent lower 
than the average of 
the past 10 years, 
a period that rep-
resented a modern 
historical high.

“Even South Dakota, the 
crown jewel of pheasant habi-
tat and pheasant hunting, is 
not immune to the devastating 
effects of large-scale upland 
habitat loss,” says Dave Nom-
sen, Pheasants Forever’s Vice 
President of Government Af-
fairs and a lifelong pheasant 
hunter who visits South Dakota 
each autumn. “We knew this 
day was coming when impor-
tant pheasant habitats provided 
by the cover in Conservation 
Reserve Program fields were 
lost,” Jeff Vonk, Secretary of 
the South Dakota Game, Fish 
and Parks Department, said 
in his agency’s 2011 Pheasant 
Outlook.

With an additional 500,000-
plus acres of South Dakota CRP 
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has not addressed this need 
in South Dakota by allocating 
additional acres even when 
the state’s landowners have 
shown continued demand for 
the practice.”

Despite a steep decline in 
this year’s index, South Dakota 
still boasts the highest pheas-
ant population in the country. 
“A poor year by South Dakota 
standards is an excellent year 
anywhere else, so pheasant 
hunters do need to put these 
percentages in perspective,” 
Nomsen said. “All things con-
sidered, pheasant numbers in 
much of the traditional pheas-
ant range of the state are still 
good despite the declines in the 
counts,” Vonk said, “Much of 
South Dakota will continue to 
provide a premier opportunity 
to hunt pheasants.” Even with 
extremely unfavorable weather 
conditions and loss of CRP 
lands, South Dakota’s pheasant 
abundance is still comparable to 
levels of the 1990s-early 2000s 
when the overall pheasant har-
vest averaged a respectable 1.2 
million birds annually.

Pheasants Forever, includ-
ing its quail conservation di-
vision, Quail Forever, is the 
nation’s largest nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to upland 
habitat conservation. Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever have 
more than 130,000 members 
and 700 local chapters across 
the United States and Canada. 
Chapters are empowered to 
determine how 100 percent of 
their locally raised conserva-
tion funds are spent - the only 
national conservation organiza-

tion that operates through this 
truly grassroots structure.

Anthony Hauck (651) 209-
4972 AHauck@pheasantsfor-
ever.org

MN Upland Bird Day 
Offers Adult and Youth 

Beginners a Hunting 
How-To

With grouse populations 
near their peak and new oppor-
tunities for pheasant on Walk-
In Access land coming this fall, 
adults and youth interested in 
learning how to hunt upland 
birds are invited to a hands-on 
clinic from 1-5 p.m. on Satur-
day, Sept. 10, at the Dakota 
County Gun Club.

Upland Bird Day is a joint 
event of the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources 
(DNR), Dakota County Gun 
Club and Pheasants Forever. 
The event is open to men and 
women and children ages 10 
and older accompanied by a 
guardian. The program is free 
but registration is required.

“Upland bird day is a new 
outreach effort,” said Linda 
Bylander, an outreach program 
coordinator for the DNR. “It 
is tailored to those who have 
not yet hunted upland birds 
or have limited experience.” 
Participants will learn about 
grouse and pheasant biology 
and management before rotat-
ing through hands-on learning 
stations. Participants will learn 
how to hunt a field with or 
without a dog, as well as how 
to how find hunting land. They 

will also shoot and pattern a 
shotgun, observe a field hunt 
and learn how to care for hunt-
ing dogs.

Registration is limited for 
this free class. Call Linda By-
lander at 218-833-8628 or email 
her at linda.bylander@state.
mn.us to register.

Anthony Hauck (651) 209-
4972 AHauck@pheasantsfor-
ever.org

Pheasants Forever 
Adding Weight to 

National Sage-Grouse 
Initiative

“The Habitat Organization” 
signs on to help habitat for 
iconic western upland game 
bird

Much like pheasant habitat 
in the Midwest, sagebrush habi-
tat in the western U.S. is rapidly 
being lost.

Much like pheasant habitat 
in the Midwest, sagebrush habi-
tat in the western U.S. is rapidly 
being lost.

Pheasants Forever is adding 
organizational support to the 
USDA Natural Resources Con-
servation Service’s (NRCS) ag-
gressive Sage-Grouse Initiative. 
The Intermountain West Joint 
Venture (IWJV) has received $4 
million in funding from NRCS 
to strengthen the implementa-
tion of that initiative through 
partnerships. In turn, Pheasants 
Forever has been selected to 
manage the majority of those 
funds and additional federal 
funds from the U.S. Fish and 
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Wildlife Service to build field 
delivery, scientific knowledge, 
as well as communications 
capacity for the Sage-Grouse 
Initiative.

Last year, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service determined 
the sage-grouse as warranted 
for listing as a threatened spe-
cies under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA). In an effort 
to avoid the significant rami-
fications associated with ESA 
listing, NRCS launched the 
Sage-Grouse Initiative - a bold 
effort including many partners 
to achieve spatially targeted, 
landscape-scale sage-grouse 
habitat conservation - using 
Farm Bill conservation pro-
grams. In keeping with NRCS’ 
original mission, the initiative 
aims to conserve sage-grouse 
populations through support of 
sustainable ranching in areas of 
critical sagebrush habitat.

The IWJV, a public-private 
partnership that coordinates bird 
conservation in the Intermoun-
tain West, has received the funds 
through an Interagency Agree-
ment between NRCS and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. In turn, 
the IWJV is entering into a Coop-
erative Agreement with Pheasants 
Forever to help facilitate fiscal 
administration and partnership-
based implementation of the Sage-
Grouse Initiative. “Because of our 
expertise in upland bird conserva-
tion through Farm Bill programs 
and habitat restoration, Pheasants 
Forever is a perfect match to help 
bring the sage-grouse back from 
the brink,” said Howard Vincent, 
Pheasants Forever’s President and 
CEO.”

Sagebrush-steppe habitat is 
critical to some of the most impor-
tant and at-risk wildlife species in 
the Intermountain West, includ-
ing the iconic sage-grouse. Today, 
sagebrush habitat is rapidly be-
ing lost, degraded or fragmented 
by residential and commercial 
subdivisions, tillage agriculture, 
energy development, conifer 
encroachment and catastrophic 
wildfires. To help, the Sage-Grouse 
Initiative is providing funding to 
establish 17 range conservationist 
and wildlife biologist positions for 
three years in areas where human 
capital is the only thing limiting 
Sage-Grouse Initiative implemen-
tation.

“This is a classic example of 
cooperative conservation, where 
numerous partners came together 
to assist with funds to put trained 
professionals on the ground to 
deliver the Sage-Grouse Initia-
tive,” said Sam Lawry, Pheasants 
Forever’s Western Farm Bill Coor-
dinator. “I am excited that Pheas-
ants Forever can be a part of this 
national conservation effort, and 
expand the delivery of Farm Bill 
conservation programs in the 
West.”

The Sage-Grouse 
Initiative

The Sage-Grouse Initiative 
targets program delivery with-
in high sage grouse abundance 
centers or ‘core areas’ to help 
maintain large and intact graz-
ing lands. This new ‘conserva-
tion triage’ approach enables 
NRCS to prioritize conservation 
program implementation in the 
right places to expect a positive 
sage grouse population-level 
response. In FY 2010, 40,000 
acres of encroached conifers 
were contracted for removal, 

improving forage available 
for livestock and wildlife. By 
year’s end, the Sage-Grouse 
Initiative will implement im-
proved grazing systems on 
2,600 square miles of large and 
intact sagebrush grasslands, an 
area equivalent to 2,200 football 
fields conserved every day.
The Intermountain West 

Joint Venture (IWJV)
The IWJV is a partnership 

of state and federal agencies, 
non-governmental conservation 
organizations and corporations 
delivering bird habitat conserva-
tion across parts of 11 states in the 
Intermountain West. The IWJV’s 
value-added approach to conser-
vation is realized by linking con-
tinental bird population objectives 
to habitats at eco-regional and 
local scales and bringing partners 
together to invest strategically 
and financially in science-based 
conservation delivery.

About Pheasants Forever

Pheasants Forever, including 
its quail conservation division, 
Quail Forever, is the nation’s 
largest nonprofit organization 
dedicated to upland habitat con-
servation. Pheasants Forever and 
Quail Forever have more than 
130,000 members and 700 local 
chapters across the United States 
and Canada. Chapters are empow-
ered to determine how 100 percent 
of their locally raised conservation 
funds are spent - the only national 
conservation organization that 
operates through this truly grass-
roots structure.

Anthony Hauck (651) 209-4972 
AHauck@pheasantsforever.org
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News From The AKC

FDA Announces 
Availability of a Limited 

Supply of Immiticide 
Heartworm Drug 
Would only Be for 

Dogs in Urgent Need of 
Treatment

The Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) announced to-
day a plan to address concerns 
regarding the supply of Me-
rial’s Immiticide (melarsomine 
dihydrochloride), a product 
used to treat heartworm infec-
tion in dogs. FDA is allowing 
Merial to import limited quan-
tities of Immiticide from their 
European supplier, which is the 
approved source of the product 
for international markets. The 
measure is temporary, while 
Merial works out technical 
issues in the plant where Im-
miticide is manufactured for 
use in the U.S.

The European supplier has 
a limited amount of Immiticide 
available for importation – a 
quantity that will only satisfy 
a fraction of U.S. demand. As a 
result, veterinarians are being 
asked for their cooperation to 
conserve this limited supply by 
using it only for dogs in most 
urgent need of treatment.

The product will only be 
available directly from Merial 
through a restricted distribu-
tion program and will not be 
available through Merial’s 

distributors or for purchase to 
stock clinic inventory. In ad-
dition, the packaging of the 
imported product is in a format 
intended for other countries 
and does not meet U.S. regula-
tory requirements. Therefore, 
Merial will provide a copy of 
the U.S. Immiticide Package 
Insert with each shipment and 
asks that veterinarians follow 
the prescribing information it 
provides.

Additional details on Me-
rial’s temporary measure to 
import Immiticide can be found 
in their Dear Doctor letter to 
veterinarians.

For questions on how to 
obtain Immiticide, please con-
tact Merial Customer Care at 
1-888-MERIAL-1 (1-888-637-
4251).

AKC and AKC/CHF 
Breeders Symposium 
to be held in St. Paul, 

Minnesota
The American Kennel Club 

and the AKC Canine Health 
Foundation will be present-
ing a Canine Breeder’s Health 
and Education Symposium 
on Saturday, November 5th, 
2011 at the University Of Min-
nesota College Of Veterinary 
Medicine, Pomeroy Student 
Learning Building. Experts in 
Genetics, Canine Nutrition, Ca-
nine Reproduction, along with 
the latest advances in Oncology 

will present on these and other 
relevant topics to breeders, 
experienced and novice. Dog 
breeders are invited to meet, 
learn and share ideas with 
some of the most sought after 
researchers and experts in their 
fields.

For more information:

Ron Rella at (212) 696-8303 
RNR@akc.org

Samantha Wright (888) 682-
969 SJW@akc.org

Input Request on 
Judging Approval 

Process
The Board of Directors of 

the American Kennel Club 
is seeking feedback from the 
fancy regarding the Judging 
Approval Process proposal 
recommended by the ad hoc 
Committee appointed by Board 
of Directors Chairman Ron Me-
naker consisting of Dr. Robert 
D. Smith Chair, Mr. Darrell 
Hayes, Mr. James S. Corbett, Dr. 
Thomas M. Davies, Mr. Robert 
S. Forsyth, Mrs. Rosalind Kraus 
Kramer, Mr. Edd E. Bivin, and 
Mr. James W. Smith.

Those who wish to offer 
their opinion of this proposal 
may do so via email at Judg-
ingApproval@akc.org. All 
feedback must be received by 
Wednesday, October 5, 2011. 
-
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Canine Heroe Honored 
With AKC® Humane 

Fund Awards for Canine 
Excellence (ACE)

Service Dog: “Bingo,” 
a Labrador Retriever 

owned by Konrad 
Feldmann of Liberty 

Township, OH

“Bingo” acts as a service dog 
for Konrad, who has cerebral 
palsy. Since being paired with 
Bingo, Konrad has experienced 
a far more inclusive and wel-
coming attitude in his school 
and community. Whether it’s 
a walk in the neighborhood 
or attendance at a high school 
football game, the team elicits a 
multitude of greetings from the 
many new friends Konrad has 
met through his canine partner. 
The team has also facilitated a 
presentation in a special needs 
classroom and taken part in a 
ribbon cutting ceremony for an 
accessible playground. Konrad 
loves to share his Service dog 
with others. 

OK Update: Licensing 
Deadline Extended to 

October 3

The Oklahoma State Board 
of Commercial Pet Breeders has 
extended its deadline for com-
mercial pet breeder licensing to 
October 3, 2011.

Oklahoma law defines a 
commercial breeder as anyone 
who owns 11 or more intact 
female dogs or cats over the 
age of 6 months “for the use of 
breeding...”

For more information on 
Oklahoma’s commercial breed-
er laws and regulations and to 
obtain licensing information, 
visit the Oklahoma State Board 
of Commercial Pet Breeders’ 
web site at www.ok.gov/pet-
breeders, or contact the board 
at (405) 286-3894.

AMERICAN KENNEL 
CLUB SNIFFS OUT TOP 

5 DETECTION JOBS 
FOR DOGS 

Humans aren’t the only 
ones who work and deserve a 
break. From detecting bombs to 
saving people from wreckages, 
dogs do a number of jobs that 
put their noses to work.

To celebrate dogs this Labor 
Day and the New York City re-
turn of AKC Meet the Breeds® 
– the world’s largest gathering 
of dogs and cats – the American 
Kennel Club (AKC®) names 
the top 5 detection jobs canines 
do and highlights some of the 
breeds that specialize in these 
tasks.

“Dogs go above and be-
yond each and every day, not 
only as beloved family pets, 
but as loyal members of the 
workforce,” said AKC Meet the 
Breeds Spokesperson Gina Di-
Nardo. “From alerting people 
to life threatening situations 
to helping others get a good 
night’s sleep, the AKC is proud 
to honor dogs who help others 
excel at their jobs.”

AKC’s top five detection 
jobs for dogs include:

* Bed bug sniffing. Bed 
bugs became a major problem 
for businesses and homeown-
ers over the past few years, so 
a new employee entered the 
workforce – the dog. With their 
excellent noses, exterminators 
and business owners enlisted 
the dog’s incredible abilities to 
find where bed bugs were hid-
ing so humans could get rid of 
them. Dogs are also vital for 
follow-up, to determine if an 
extermination method worked. 
Today, professional groups 
have established standards in 
bed bug-detector dog training, 
testing, and certification. Breeds 
that are commonly used in bed 
bug detection are Beagles, Lab-
rador Retrievers, and Belgian 
Malinois, among others.

* Search and Rescue. From 
missing persons cases to natu-
ral disasters, dogs have been an 
integral part in finding people 
who are in dire situations. 
Search and rescue (SAR) dogs 
can either use a scent in the air 
or the scent of a specific object 
to find who they’re looking for. 
They can be used in many dif-


