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Those who registered to hunt 
the spring light goose season 
in North Dakota do not have 
to register with HIP again, as it 
is required only once per year. 
However, hunters must HIP 
register in each state for which 
they are licensed before hunting 
migratory game birds.

Landowners Seek Early 
Canada Goose Hunters
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department is starting a 
pilot program for matching ear-
ly Canada goose hunters and 
landowners in much the same 
way antlerless deer hunters are 
paired with landowners.

Waterfowl biologist Mike 
Szymanski said the Game and 
Fish Department is currently 
working with approximately 
40 landowners across the state 
who would like to host Canada 
goose hunters during the early 
season. Enrolled producers are 
also a part of the department’s 
depredation permit program 
during spring and summer.

“These landowners are expe-
riencing Canada goose depre-
dation problems,” Szymanski 
said. “We are using the same 
technique as the highly suc-
cessful antlerless deer program, 
but we do realize the hunting 
situations for the two species 
are different.”

Interested hunters can get 
their name on a list of possible 
participants by accessing the 
Game and Fish Department’s 
website at gf.nd.gov. Hunters 
who do not have Internet ac-
cess can call the department’s 

main office in Bismarck at (701) 
328-6300.

Hunters must provide their 
name, address and telephone 
number, and in the drop-down 
menu choose the “early Canada 
goose” season selection. In ad-
dition, in the comments section 
hunters must list up to five 
counties where they would 
like to hunt. From this list 
the department will select the 
number of hunters landown-
ers have agreed to host. These 
hunters will be sent the land-
owner’s name, phone number 
and hours available for contact. 
If selected, hunters will receive 
landowner contact information 
after opening weekend.

Szymanski said landowners 
may or may not have harvested 
cropland for hunting early Can-
ada geese, but could have hunt-
ing opportunities over water or 
other situations available.

“The hunter has to abide by 
the schedule and stipulations 
presented by the landowner,” 
Szymanski said.

North Dakota’s 2011 early 
Canada goose season opens 
Aug. 13. The season closes in 
the Missouri River zone Sept. 7, 
while the rest of the state has an 
ending date of Sept. 15.

HIP Certification 
Required for Migratory 

Bird Hunters
With opening day of early 

Canada goose season set for 
Aug. 13, migratory game bird 
hunters are reminded to regis-
ter with the Harvest Informa-
tion Program prior to hunting 
in North Dakota.

HIP certification is required 
for all migratory bird hunters, 
regardless of age, before hunt-
ing ducks, geese, swans, mer-
gansers, coots, cranes, snipe, 
doves or woodcock.

Hunter compliance is essen-
tial in order to obtain reliable 
national and regional estimates 
of annual harvest of all migra-
tory game bird species. These 
estimates provide information 
biologists need to make sound 
decisions concerning hunting 
seasons, bag limits and popula-
tion management.

Hunters who purchase a li-
cense through the North Da-
kota Game and Fish Depart-
ment’s electronic licensing 
system (gf.nd.gov) or instant 
licensing telephone number at 
(800) 406-6409 can easily get 
HIP certified.

Otherwise, hunters can access 
the department’s website, or 
call (888) 634-4798 and record 
the HIP number on their fish-
ing, hunting and furbearer 
certificate.
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2011 Small Game and 
Furbearer Regulations 

Set
North Dakota’s 2011 small 

game and furbearer regulations 
have been set and most season 


