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ered in water for maybe a week 
as the water quickly made its 
way back into the channel,” 
Halstead said. Because of this, 
he said access is gradually com-
ing around, and will continue to 
improve through September.

“We are going to have some 
vegetation issues, but the river 
bottoms in this area is in better 
condition than Bismarck and 
Williston, just because of the 
prolonged effects of overland 
flooding in those areas,” Hal-
stead said.

While no one can predict 
how much property will be 
lost to this year’s record flood, 
Luttschwager said it will take 
time to recover.

Upland Bird Numbers 
Down

North Dakota hunters should 
expect to see fewer upland 
game birds this hunting season, 
according to Aaron Robinson, 
State Game and Fish Depart-
ment upland game manage-
ment biologist. The season for 
sharp-tailed grouse, ruffed 
grouse and Hungarian par-
tridge opens Sept. 10.

“Excessive water has affected 
reproduction in areas, but there 
will be some areas good for 
sharptails,” Robinson said. 
“But no doubt birds will be 
harder to find.”

The spring sharptail breeding 
population was down 30 per-
cent from last year, with num-
bers falling from west to east. 
Losses of native prairie and 
acreage enrolled in the Con-

servation Reserve Program are 
negatively affecting the sharp-
tailed grouse population in 
North Dakota, Robinson said. 
In addition, three consecutive 
harsh winters and a wet, cold 
spring this year delayed nesting 
across the state.

Hungarian partridge numbers 
are also down, and more local-
ized, than last year, Robinson 
said. “Scouting areas will be 
critical to success,” he added. 
“At this time there is not one 
area that stands out from the 
rest. The cover is high, so hunt-
ers will need to scout and be 
willing to move to other areas 
to find localized pockets of 
birds.”

This spring’s statewide ruffed 
grouse drumming counts took a 
dip of 15 percent from 2010. The 
number of drumming males in-
creased almost 13 percent in the 
Pembina Hills, but the Turtle 
Mountains showed a 28 percent 
decrease from last year.

The sage grouse and prairie 
chicken seasons will remain 
closed in 2011 due to low popu-
lations.

Shooting hours are one-half 
hour before sunrise to sunset. 
Sharptails, ruffed grouse and 
Huns each have a daily limit 
of three and a possession limit 
of 12.

Hunters, regardless of age, 
must have a fishing, hunting 
and furbearer certificate and 
general game and habitat li-
cense. In addition, hunters age 
16 and older need a small game 
license.

For further season informa-
tion and regulations, hunters 
should consult the North Da-
kota 2011-12 Small Game Hunt-
ing Guide.

Flooding Affects 
Shooting Ranges, Moffit 
to Hold Public Sight-in 

Days
High water and the after-

effects of flooding along the 
Missouri River will likely keep 
some public shooting ranges 
closed throughout the fall.

MacLean Bottoms range south 
of Bismarck, Wilton Mine range 
near Wilton, and Lewis and 
Clark range south of Williston 
are all closed until further no-
tice.

Schmidt Bottoms range south 
of Mandan and Riverdale Wild-
life Management Area range 
near Riverdale remain open.

To alleviate congestion in the 
Bismarck-Mandan area, the 
Bismarck-Mandan Rifle and 
Pistol Association, in coop-
eration with the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department, 
will host several public sight-in 
days over the next two months 
at their club shooting range 
near Moffit.

Jon Hanson, Game and Fish 
Department hunter education 
and range grant coordinator, 
said area residents are encour-
aged to take advantage of this 
opportunity, especially with 
MacLean Bottoms and Wilton 
ranges closed due to flooding.

“The only public range avail-
able in the area is at Schmidt 


