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and Wednesdays from Dec. 1 
through the end of each sea-
son.

The daily bag limit for Canada 
geese during the regular season 
is three, with six in possession. 
The daily limit on whitefronts 
is two with four in possession, 
and light goose is 20 daily, with 
no possession limit.

The special youth waterfowl 
hunting season is Sept. 17-18. 
Legally licensed residents and 
nonresidents 15 years of age 
or younger can hunt ducks, 
coots, mergansers and geese 
statewide. Youth hunters must 
have a general game and habi-
tat license and a fishing, hunt-
ing and furbearer certificate. 
A licensed adult at least 18 
years of age must accompany 
the youth hunter into the field. 
The daily bag limit and species 
restrictions for the youth season 
are the same as for regular duck 
and goose seasons.

Nonresidents have the option 
of buying either a statewide 
waterfowl license or one with 
zone restrictions. Nonresidents 
who designate zones 1 or 2 may 
hunt that zone for only one 
seven-day period during the 
season. Nonresident hunters 
who chose to hunt in zone 1 
or 2 and wish to use the full 14 
consecutive days allowed, must 
use the other seven days in zone 
3. Hunters in zone 3 can hunt 
that zone the entire 14 days.

In accordance with state law, 
nonresidents are not allowed 
to hunt on North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department wildlife 
management areas or conserva-
tion PLOTS (Private Land Open 

To Sportsmen) areas from Oct. 
8-14.

All migratory bird hunters, 
including waterfowl, must 
register with the Harvest In-
formation Program prior to 
hunting. Hunters purchasing 
a license from the Game and 
Fish Department can easily get 
a HIP number. Otherwise, hunt-
ers must call (888) 634-4798, or 
log on to the Game and Fish 
website at gf.nd.gov, provide 
the registration information, 
and record the HIP number 
on their fishing, hunting and 
furbearer certificate. Those 
who HIP registered to hunt this 
spring’s light goose season do 
not have to register again, as it 
is required only once per year.

Hunters should refer to the 
2011 North Dakota Waterfowl 
Hunting Guide, available in 
early September, for further de-
tails on the waterfowl season.

 
Popular Hunting Areas 

Affected by Flood
More than half of 72,000 wild-

life management area acres 
along the Missouri River that 
were once a haven for wildlife 
and a destination for hunters 
will likely be devoid of each 
this fall.

North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department biologists say 
nearly 40,000 acres – some of 
the most pristine public hunt-
ing lands in the state – have 
suffered from months of flood-
ing.

Jeb Williams, wildlife resource 
management supervisor in 
Bismarck, said 15,000 acres of 

the Oahe Wildlife Management 
Area have been inundated 
with water, essentially making 
it swampland that is at least 
temporarily unattractive to 
wildlife.

“This area south of Bismarck-
Mandan has been extremely 
popular with deer and pheas-
ant hunters, because it pro-
vides some of the best wildlife 
habitat in the state,” Williams 
said. “But this year’s flood has 
changed the dynamics dramati-
cally.”

There are 20-plus WMAs from 
Williston to south of Bismarck 
on the Missouri River System, 
and many were entirely or par-
tially flooded through spring 
and summer.

Kent Luttschwager, wildlife 
resource management super-
visor in Williston, said hunters 
will have to adapt this fall, as 
wildlife populations that have 
called the Missouri River bot-
toms home are now displaced 
because of high water.

“Lewis and Clark WMA is 
popular with hunters because it 
offers some of the most prolific 
wildlife habitat in the region,” 
Luttschwager said. “But excep-
tional wildlife habitat has been 
covered in water for several 
months.”

Dan Halstead, wildlife re-
source management supervisor 
in Riverdale, said the spillway 
channel running through River-
dale WMA near Garrison Dam 
was originally 30 yards wide, 
but is nearly 200 yards wide 
today.

“But this area was only cov-


