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average is 7.1 ducklings per 
brood. The water index ob-
served during the survey was 
up 52 percent from last year and 
105 percent above long-term.

Results from the May breed-
ing duck survey indicated the 
duck index was down 9 percent 
from 2010, but exceeded the 
long-term average by 85 per-
cent. Water conditions in May 
were up 31 percent from 2010 
and 128 percent from the long-
term average.

Resident hunters must pos-
sess a general game and habitat 
license and a fishing, hunting 
and furbearer certificate. In ad-
dition, hunters age 16 and older 
must have a small game license 
and federal duck stamp.

Nonresidents must purchase a 
nonresident waterfowl license, 
including the general game and 
habitat license, and certificate. 
Hunters age 16 and older must 
possess a federal duck stamp. 
Nonresident youth hunters 
from states that provide a re-
ciprocal licensing agreement for 
North Dakota residents, qualify 
for North Dakota resident li-
censes. See the 2011 North Da-
kota Waterfowl Hunting Guide 
for details.

All migratory bird hunters are 
reminded to register with the 
Harvest Information Program 
prior to hunting. Hunters who 
purchase a license through the 
state Game and Fish Depart-
ment website (gf.nd.gov) or 
instant licensing telephone 
number (800-406-6409) can eas-
ily get HIP certified.

Otherwise, hunters must call 
(888) 634-4798, or access the 

department’s website, and 
record the HIP number on 
their fishing, hunting and fur-
bearer certificate. Those who 
registered to hunt the spring 
light goose season or the early 
Canada goose season in North 
Dakota do not have to register 
with HIP again, as it is required 
only once per year in each state 
hunted.

Hunters should refer to the 
waterfowl hunting guide for 
season regulations including 
licensing requirements, dates, 
bag limits, season zones and 
nonresident hunting zones.
Youth Pheasant Weekend 

Oct. 1-2
North Dakota’s two-day 

youth pheasant season is Oct. 
1-2. Legally licensed residents 
and nonresidents ages 15 and 
younger may hunt roosters 
statewide.

Resident youth hunters, re-
gardless of age, must possess a 
fishing, hunting and furbearer 
certificate and general game 
and habitat license. Nonresi-
dent youth hunters from states 
that provide a reciprocal li-
censing agreement for North 
Dakota residents qualify for 
North Dakota resident licenses. 
Otherwise, nonresident youth 
hunters must purchase a non-
resident small game license.

Shooting hours are one-half 
hour before sunrise to sunset. 
Youth ages 12 and older need to 
have passed a certified hunter 
education course. The daily bag 
limit and all other regulations 
for the regular pheasant season 
apply.

An adult at least 18 years of 
age must accompany the youth 
hunter in the field. The adult 
may not carry a firearm.

See the 2011 North Dakota 
Small Game Hunting Guide for 
additional information.

 Hunting from Duck 
Boats Requires Safety

Waterfowlers hunting from 
boats are encouraged to wear 
properly-fitted life jackets while 
on the water.

Nancy Boldt, boat and water 
safety coordinator for the North 
Dakota Game and Fish Depart-
ment, said there are comfort-
able jackets available with life 
jackets already built in.

“They are no longer too bulky 
to wear, you can’t even tell you 
have one on,” Boldt said.

Eight people have drowned 
in state waters since 1998 while 
hunting from a boat, and none 
were wearing life jackets. Boldt 
wants to make sure a duck 
hunter doesn’t become another 
statistic.

“Capsizing and falling over-
board from small boats are the 
most common types of fatal 
boating accidents for hunters,” 
Boldt added. “With all the gear 
in the boat, including dogs, 
it can quickly become unbal-
anced.”

In addition, wearing a life 
jacket will not only keep the 
overboard hunter afloat, but 
also help him or her to slow the 
loss of critical body heat caused 
by exposure to cold water.


