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up to four mallards, two of 
which may be hens, and three 
wood ducks. The hen mallard 
and wood duck limits increased 
by one compared with recent 
years. Daily limits for pintail, 
scaup and redhead remain at 
two. Hunters may still take one 
canvasback and black duck. 
The possession limit is twice 
the daily bag limit.

Minnesota’s 2011 mallard 
breeding population is esti-
mated at 283,000, which is 17 
percent higher than last year’s 
estimate of 242,000 breeding 
mallards, 3 percent above the 
recent 10-year average and 26 
percent above the long-term av-
erage. The continental popula-
tion is 9 percent above 2010 and 
22 percent above the long-term 
average.

“While we are very concerned 
waterfowl hunter numbers 
have been in decline in Minne-
sota, the Dakotas and Canada,” 
said Landwehr, “fewer hunt-
ers has resulted in lower duck 
harvests. In Minnesota, we are 
confident our mallard popula-
tion is strong enough to absorb 
an increase in harvest, given the 
reduced pressure.”

The special September Can-
ada goose season will remain 
similar to last year. September 
Canada goose season opens 
Saturday, Sept. 3, and runs until 
Thursday, Sept. 22 statewide, 
with a bag limit of five Canada 
geese per day.

The opening of the 85-day 
regular Canada goose season 
coincides with the opening of 
duck season on Saturday, Sept. 
24, and retains a daily bag 

limit of three. Hunters north of 
Minnesota Highway 210 may 
hunt continuously through 
Saturday, Dec. 17. Hunters in 
the south zone may hunt Sept. 
24-25 and resume on Saturday, 
Oct. 1, continuously through 
Thursday, Dec. 22. Another 
goose zone near Rochester will 
provide additional late hunting 
opportunity.

Minnesota’s traditional Youth 
Waterfowl Day will be con-
ducted Saturday, Sept. 10, two 
weeks before the regular duck 
opener. It is timed to provide 
youth with an opportunity to 
hunt abundant early migrating 
teal. To participate, youth 15 
and younger must obtain a free 
small game hunting license, a 
Harvest Information Program 
(HIP) certification, and be ac-
companied by a non-hunting 
adult. Duck limits will be the 
same as the regular season and 
youth will be able to take five 
Canada geese.

“I’m really looking forward 
to this waterfowl season, and 
I hope Minnesota’s duck hunt-
ers are, too,” said Landwehr. 
“Given favorable weather con-
ditions, Minnesota hunters 
should see more birds in the 
sky and more in their bag. 
And if that happens – and the 
entire conservation community 
continues to work together on 
providing the food, cover, nest-
ing and refuges areas that wa-
terfowl need – it will be a good 
thing for hunters, waterfowl, 
and the businesses whose liveli-
hoods are linked to hunting.”

Hunters should consult the 
waterfowl hunting regulations 

supplement for additional de-
tails. The booklet will be avail-
able at all license vendors and 
online by late August.

Duck and goose numbers 
improved; wetland 
conditions excellent

Minnesota’s 2011 breeding 
duck and goose populations 
improved from last year, ac-
cording to results of the an-
nual Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources’ (DNR) 
spring waterfowl surveys.

The state’s estimated breeding 
duck population was 687,000 
compared with last year’s es-
timate of 531,000. This year’s 
estimate is 11 percent above the 
long-term average of 622,000 
breeding ducks.

This year’s mallard breeding 
population was estimated at 
283,000, which was 17 percent 
higher than last year’s estimate 
of 242,000 breeding mallards, 
3 percent above the recent 10-
year average and 26 percent 
above the long-term average.

The blue-winged teal popula-
tion was 214,000 this year com-
pared with 132,000 in 2010, and 
near the long-term average of 
219,000 blue-winged teal.  

The combined populations 
of other ducks, such as wood 
ducks, ring-necked ducks, 
gadwalls, northern shovelers, 
canvasbacks and redheads, 
was 191,000, which is 22 per-
cent higher than last year and 
7 percent above the long-term 
average.

The estimated number of wet-
lands (Types II-V) was 360,000, 


