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ra. For driving directions and 
more information, visit www.
hunterscreekclub.com.

BOW is designed to be a non-
competitive program in which 
each individual is encouraged 
to learn at her own pace. The 
emphasis is on the enjoyment, 
fun and camaraderie of outdoor 
activities, and sharing in the 
success of one another.

For registration forms and 
information on this and other 
BOW programs, visit www.
michigan.gov/bow.

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is commit-
ted to the conservation, pro-
tection, management, use and 
enjoyment of the state’s natural 
and cultural resources for cur-
rent and future generations. For 
more information, go to www.

michigan.gov/dnr

Minnesota
Dry conditions may 
create challenges for 
waterfowl hunters

In spite of abnormally wet 
conditions earlier this year, wa-
terfowl hunters may find access 
to lakes and wetlands challeng-
ing in some areas this fall.

“Some hunters may be sur-
prised by water levels, es-
pecially at the very shallow 
sites,” said Ken Varland, area 
wildlife supervisor for the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR). “Some wet-
lands are significantly lower 
than they were at this time last 
year.”

With above- average tempera-
tures and below-average pre-

cipitation over the past couple 
of months, the water evaporates 
quickly, Varland said.

Wet and dry cycles are a natu-
ral part of healthy wetlands. 
Low water levels during the 
growing season allow germi-
nation of emergent vegetation 
such as cattails and bulrushes. 
These plants filter nutrients 
and create a healthy balance in 
the wetlands, which provides 
food and protective cover for 
waterfowl and other species of 
wildlife.

“Wetlands will naturally fill as 
we get rain,” Varland said. “But 
without precipitation, access by 
boat will become increasingly 
more difficult on some wet-
lands through the fall.”

Hunters who make the extra 
effort to access wetlands may 
be rewarded, though. Accord-
ing to the annual DNR spring 
waterfowl survey, the state’s 
breeding population of mal-
lards is estimated to be 17 per-
cent higher than last year. The 
combined population of ducks 
such as wood ducks, ring-
necked ducks, gadwalls, north-
ern shovelers, canvasbacks and 
redheads is estimated to be 22 
percent higher than in 2010.

“This year it is especially 
important to get out before the 
opener and do some scouting,” 
Varland said. “It could make 
the difference between a disap-
pointing waterfowl opener and 
a successful one.”

More information about wa-
terfowl hunting is available 
online.

Minnesota’s pheasant 
index falls 64 percent 

from 2010
A severe winter followed by a 

wet spring contributed to a sig-
nificant decline in Minnesota’s 
pheasant counts. According to 
the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR), the 
pheasant population index de-
clined 64percent from 2010 and 
is 71 percent below the 10-year 
average.

Contributing factors include:
    * A second consecutive 

severe winter, resulting in hen 
counts 72 percent below the 10-
year average.

    * Cold, wet weather during 
the April through June nest-
ing period, resulting in brood 
counts 75 percent below the 
10-year average.

    * Loss of nearly 120,000 
acres of grass habitat enrolled 
in farm programs such as the 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) since 2007.

Severe winters combined with 
cold, wet springs are doubly 
hard on pheasant populations. 
That’s because fewer hens sur-
vive the winter and those that 
do are less successful in produc-
ing broods.

Pheasant hunters are expected 
to harvest about 250,000 roost-
ers this fall, the lowest harvest 
since 1997. This compares to 
harvests that have exceeded 
500,000 roosters five of the past 
eight years. The 500,000 bird 
harvests correspond with a 
string of mild winters and high 
CRP enrollment.

“We expect hunters to harvest 


