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the only open water within the 
area’s hunting zones is in Units 
10 and 11 in the Reno County 
section of the refuge.

Duck season dates and zones 
include the following:

    * Youth High Plains Zone 
— Oct. 1-2;

    * Youth Low Plains Early 
Zone — Oct. 1-2;

    * Youth Low Plains Late 
Zone — Oct. 22-23;

    * Youth Low Plains South-
east Zone — Oct. 22-23;

    * High Plains Zone — Oct. 
8-Jan. 2, 2012, and Jan. 21-29, 
2012;

    * Low Plains Early Zone — 
Oct.8-Dec.4, and Dec. 17-Jan. 
1, 2012;

    * Low Plains Late Zone — 
Oct. 29-Jan. 1, 2012, and Jan. 
21-29, 2012; and

    * Low Plains Southeast Zone 
— Nov. 5-Jan. 8, 2012, and Jan. 
21-29, 2012.

The Low Plains Southeast 
Zone, roughly the southeastern 
one-quarter of the state, is new 
for 2011-2012 and should pro-
vide excellent late-season hunt-
ing in this part of the state.

During youth seasons, hunt-
ers 15 and younger may take 
ducks, geese, coots, and mer-
gansers while hunting under 
the supervision of an adult 18 
years or older. The adult may 
not hunt.

In both youth and regular 
seasons, six ducks is the daily 
bag limit, which may include 
no more than one canvasback, 
two redheads, two pintails, 
two scaup, three wood ducks, 

and five mallards (only two of 
which may be hens). The daily 
bag may comprise six of any 
other duck, such as six teal, six 
gadwall, or six wigeon.

Depending on rainfall, good 
hunting may be found in many 
other areas of the state, both 
public and private. For weekly 
updates on public waterfowl 
management areas, visit the 
KDWPT website, www.kdwpt.
state.ks.us, and click “Hunt-
ing/Migratory Birds/ Water-
fowl Reports.”

For a detailed map of the duck 
zone boundaries and other 
regulations, pick up a copy of 
the 2011 Kansas Hunting and 
Furharvesting Regulations 
Summary, available at all Kan-
sas Wildlife, Parks and Tourism 
offices and most license ven-
dors, or download the booklet 
from the KDWPT website.

TEAL SEASON BEGINS 
SEPT. 10

Blue-winged teal migrating in 
record numbers

 The first waterfowl that hunt-
ers may pursue each year are 
teal, and their numbers are 
generally high. But this year is 
better than ever. The U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service reports 
that blue-winged teal numbers 
are 91 percent above their long-
term average (a record), and 
green-winged teal numbers, 
although down from last year, 
are still 47 percent above their 
long-term average. This could 
make for good hunting in the 
Sunflower State’s two Septem-
ber teal hunting zones. A dry, 

hot summer has dried up many 
areas of the state, but there 
should still be plenty of good 
hunting in many areas. Weekly 
waterfowl reports on the Kan-
sas Department of Wildlife, 
Parks and Tourism’s website, 
www.kdwpt.ks.us, will begin 
Sept. 1.

In the Low Plains Zone (all of 
Kansas east of Highway 283), 
the season runs Sept. 10-25. In 
the High Plains Zone (west of 
Highway 283), the season runs 
Sept. 17-25.

The daily bag limit is four 
teal with a possession limit of 
eight. All waterfowl hunters 16 
and older must have a federal 
Migratory Bird Hunting and 
Conservation Stamp, and all 
hunters who are required to 
obtain a license must also have 
a Kansas State Waterfowl Habi-
tat Stamp and a Kansas Harvest 
Information Program (HIP) 
stamp before attempting to take 
ducks, geese, or mergansers. 
(Those not required to have a 
Kansas hunting license include 
people hunting their own land 
and residents 15 and younger 
or 65 and older.)

FAILED CORN CROP 
MANIPULATION 

MAY MAKE FIELDS 
OFF-LIMITS TO 

WATERFOWL 
HUNTING

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
issues guidelines, warning

With the recent failed corn 
crops in Kansas due to this 
year’s drought, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 


