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will experience a substantial 
decline in the pheasant popula-
tion this year.

The timing and quantity of 
early summer precipitation 
also plays a direct role in game 
bird productivity. Success of 
nests and survival of young is 
generally best when rain comes 
slowly and in near average 
amounts during May and June. 
Most of the areas in Kansas’ 
primary pheasant range did not 
meet that prescription this year 
and had little or no precipita-
tion. Additionally, a few areas 
where there was reproductive 
success (northwest and north-
central Kansas) received heavy 
rainfall and/or hail during the 
peak reproductive period. Al-
though these storms were often 
localized, in some counties they 
occurred multiple times. Coun-
ties affected by hail include 
portions of Norton, Graham, 
and Rooks.

Compared to 2010, pheasant 
numbers will be considerably 
lower throughout their range. 
This will especially be true in 
northeastern, southwestern, 
and southcentral Kansas. In 
those parts of northwestern 
and northcentral Kansas not 
affected by severe summer 
storms, pheasant numbers will 
be relatively good compared to 
other areas of the state but still 
down from last year.

Quail
The bobwhite breeding popu-

lation in 2011 was generally 
stable compared to 2010, ex-
cept for southwestern Kansas, 
where there were severe de-
clines. However, 2011 summer 

brood surveys indices were 
down throughout much of the 
state for quail, indicating a gen-
eral decline. There were some 
indications of higher reproduc-
tive success in the northcentral, 
southcentral, and southeast 
parts of Kansas although good 
areas may be spotty.

Because quail breed later than 
pheasants and prairie chickens, 
early summer moisture may 
have provided better condi-
tions for nesting and brood-
rearing in central and eastern 
Kansas. In past years, heavy 
precipitation and flooding asso-
ciated with summer storms has 
negatively impacted bobwhite 
productivity in many parts of 
central and eastern Kansas. 
Fortunately, these conditions 
were absent this year. Coun-
ties that reported higher quail 
reproductive success are Pratt, 
Reno, Woodson, Phillips, and 
Rooks.

The best quail hunting will be 
found throughout the central 
part of the state. However, ex-
treme southcentral Kansas ex-
perienced prolonged drought, 
likely hampering reproduc-
tion. Quail numbers declined 
considerably in southwestern 
and northeastern Kansas, and 
opportunities will likely be 
limited in those areas. Bobwhite 
numbers in far northwestern 
Kansas continue to improve, 
but that portion of the state is 
at the fringe of the bird’s range, 
and densities will still be low 
compared to central Kansas. 
Although southeast Kansas 
may see an improvement in re-
production this year, numbers 

remain far below historic levels 
in that region.

Prairie Chicken
Kansas is home to greater 

and lesser prairie chickens. 
Both species require a land-
scape of predominately native 
grass. Lesser prairie chickens 
are found in westcentral and 
southwestern Kansas in native 
prairie and nearby stands of 
native grass within the Conser-
vation Reserve Program (CRP). 
Greater prairie chickens are 
found primarily in the tallgrass 
and mixed grass prairies in the 
eastern one-third and northern 
half of the state.

The spring prairie chicken lek 
survey indicated that the lesser 
prairie chicken breeding popu-
lation was similar to last year, 
except at the northern extent 
of their range in westcentral 
Kansas, where there were in-
creases. This area is occupied by 
both greater and lesser prairie 
chickens. Nesting and brood 
rearing conditions for lesser 
prairie chickens were generally 
not good this summer through-
out most of their range due to 
drought in southcentral and 
southwest Kansas. It is likely 
that populations will be down 
from last year, and the best 
hunting will be in the central 
and northern portions of the 
lesser prairie chicken range.

Greater prairie chicken breed-
ing populations were generally 
down in the eastern parts of 
the state (Flint Hills), but up 
considerably in the northcentral 
(Smoky Hills) and northwest 
(grasslands in the northern 
High Plains) parts of Kansas. 


