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son and bag limit will be on the 
August 11 agenda of the Iowa

Department of Natural Re-
sources Natural Resource Com-
mission.

Members of the Mississippi 
Flyway council include Ala-
bama, Arkansas, Indiana, Il-
linois, Iowa, Kentucky, Loui-
siana, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, 
Tennessee, and Wisconsin, 
and the Canadian provinces of 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba and 
Ontario.

Iowa Hunting Seasons 
Set

 Waterfowl seasons will be set 
during the Aug. 11 meeting of 
the DNR’s Natural Resource 
Commission. The following 
Iowa hunting seasons have 
been approved.
Mourning Dove (including 
Eurasian Collared Dove), Sept. 
1-Nov. 9
Ruffed Grouse, Oct. 1-Jan. 31, 
2012
Pigeon, Oct. 1-March 31, 2012
Gray Partridge, Oct. 8-Jan. 31, 
2012
Youth Rooster Pheasant, Oct. 
22-23
Rooster Pheasant, Oct. 29-Jan. 
10, 2012
Bobwhite Quail, Oct. 29-Jan. 
31, 2012

KanSaS
HEaT anD DROUGHT 
IMPaCT 2011 UPLanD 

BIRD FORECaST
While some areas of central, 

northcentral, and northwest 
Kansas may offer good hunting, 
drought and heat have reduced 
bird numbers

Kansas upland bird hunters 
enjoyed a banner season in 
2010, but this summer’s heat 
and drought in parts of the state 
have hurt upland bird pros-
pects for 2011. The Kansas De-
partment of Wildlife, Parks and 
Tourism (KDWPT) has released 
its 2011 Kansas Upland Bird 
Forecast, and although good 
numbers of pheasants and quail 
will be found in some areas, 
severe drought and record high 
temperatures throughout much 
of the birds’ range resulted in 
fewer birds overall.

Generally, the best pheasant 
hunting in 2011 will be north 
of I-70 in western Kansas, the 
best quail hunting will be in 
the central part of the state, and 
the best greater prairie chicken 
hunting should be in native 
grasslands from the northern 
Flint Hills westward through-
out the Smoky Hills.

Central and western Kansas 
had a relatively mild 2010-
2011 winter, and over-winter 
survival was very high for 
upland game throughout most 
of the state. Breeding popula-
tions in central and western 
areas neared all time highs, 
especially for pheasant. How-
ever, drought that began in the 
summer of 2010 and persisted 

through the 2011 nesting sea-
son (May through July) and 
the summer hampered growth 
of wheat — primary nesting 
habitat for pheasants — espe-
cially in western Kansas. Areas 
in northwest and northcentral 
parts of the state received rain 
in May, which improved nest-
ing conditions in those areas 
but likely hurt nest success 
where rainfall was excessive. In 
July and August, some severe 
hailstorms hit these areas, pos-
sibly decreasing chick survival 
in localized areas.

The southern half of the state 
endured prolonged drought 
through the rest of the summer. 
Southwest and southcentral 
Kansas had particularly bad 
reproductive conditions for 
pheasants, quail, and prairie 
chickens.

So what does this mean for 
Kansas upland bird hunters 
this fall? Here’s the statewide 
breakdown by species.

Pheasants
Unfortunate ly,  drought 

through much of the state ham-
pered pheasant reproduction 
this year. A substantial number 
of hens nest in winter wheat 
in the primary pheasant range 
(western Kansas). This year, 
much of western Kansas, es-
pecially southwest, had much-
reduced wheat production. 
Nest success was likely much 
lower in these areas due to poor 
vegetative structure. Addition-
ally, earlier wheat harvest dates 
due to poor growing conditions 
likely caused losses to nests or 
young broods. Thus, like many 
other pheasant states, Kansas 


