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State News

IOWA
2011-12 Iowa Pheasant 

Season Forecast
Results of Iowa’s statewide 

survey of upland game are in 
and show a small gain in pheas-
ant numbers in southern Iowa 
and fewer birds across northern 
Iowa. Overall, pheasant hunt-
ers will continue to find better 
hunting in Iowa’s pheasant 
belt – northwest, central and 
north-central Iowa, and a few 
more birds in south central and 
southwest Iowa.

The Iowa pheasant popula-
tion has fallen to a new all-time 
low with a statewide average 
of 7 birds counted for each 30 
mile route driven, after a fifth 
winter in a row with above 
normal snowfall, followed by 
a wet nesting season.  The 2010 
statewide average was 11 birds 
per route.

This drop in pheasant num-
bers is not restricted to Iowa.  
South Dakota pheasant popu-
lation is down 46 percent; Min-
nesota was down 64 percent 
and Nebraska counted 20 per-
cent few birds than last year.

“The last five years have been 
really frustrating for Iowa 
hunters and for the depart-
ment,” said Todd Bogenschutz, 
upland wildlife research biolo-
gist for the DNR.  “Plain and 
simple, we have lost hens and 
nests consecutively each of the 
last five years because of un-

dove season. Photo by Joe 
Wilkinson, Iowa DNR. Four 
hunters. Four limits of doves. 
Not uncommon Thursday, on 
Opening Day of Iowa’s first 
mourning dove season.

“Mostly passing shots to be-
gin with; some coming at me, 
some going away; anywhere 
from 10 to 40 yards,” assessed 
Matt Prachar of Wheatland, 
after walking out of a cut sun-
flower field on the state Hawk-
eye Wildlife Area, near the Iowa 
River. “This is my first time 
dove hunting. It was a blast.”

As Prachar, Craig Davis, Ian 
Phillips and Cody Stiff of the 
Iowa City/Solon area packed 
away their hunting gear, we 
heard another shot from the 
100-plus acre field they had 
just left.

“We went in about 4, 4:30 this 
morning to beat anybody else 
out to the field,” said Prachar. 
“We ended up waiting til about 
6:20 (a.m.) Once they started, it 
was a lot of shooting…pretty 
quick.”

precedented weather patterns 
for Iowa.”

Parts of the northwest, north 
central, central and east central 
regions reported some fair bird 
counts in 2011, but small areas 
with better pheasant numbers 
may also be found in other re-
gions.  The 2011 pheasant hunt-
ing season runs from October 
29 through January 10, 2012.  
The full roadside report can be 
downloaded from the DNR’s 
website at:

http://www.iowadnr.gov/
Hunting/PheasantSmal l -
Game/AugustRoadsideSur-
veyData.aspx

Opening Day Success 
During Iowa’s Inaugural 

Dove Season
A limit of mourning doves 

taken during Iowa’s first ever 


