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News from the Enemy camps & the Good Guys

Women Gun Owners 
Depicted in New Book

When it comes to art and 
firearms, we think more about 
gun-making craftsmanship 
than about portraits of firearms 
owners. But we’ve just had our 
thinking expanded.

Portrait  photographer 
Lindsay McCrum’s new book, 
“Chicks with Guns,” is draw-
ing welcome attention to the 
growing number of women 
who own firearms for target 
shooting, hunting, personal 
defense and collecting. It’s not 
your usual gun book.

McCrum’s photographs tell 
a powerful story, just as these 
statistics do: Participation by 
women in target shooting has 
increased 46.5 percent from 
2001 to 2010 and in hunting 
by 36.6 percent in the same pe-
riod, according to the National 
Sporting Goods Association. 
In an NSSF survey of firearms 
retailers, 61% of respondents 
saw an increase in female cus-
tomers in their store in 2010 
over 2009.

Other evidence, too, such as 
the strong turnouts by women 
in concealed carry classes na-
tionwide and in NSSF’s First 
Shots seminars, helps confirm 
this trend. (First Shots introduc-
es newcomers to target shooting 
by providing both a classroom 

overview and supervised live-
fire experience.)

This is nothing new to the 
hunting and shooting commu-
nity, but we think the compel-
ling photographs in “Chicks 
with Guns” will bring the trend 
to life for those less familiar 
with our traditions and our 
pastimes .

The book’s intent is de-
scribed this way: “Because gun 
ownership and shooting cut 
across class, age, occupation, 
background and geography in 
America, guns are resolutely 
democratic. And the women 
depicted in ‘Chicks with Guns’ 
represent this variety. They re-
side in all regions of the country, 
come from all levels of society, 
and participate seriously in di-
verse shooting activities. From 
policewomen to hunters, ranch-
ers to competition shooters, the 
collection of portraits in ‘Chicks 
with Guns’  defies stereotypes 
often associated with aspects 
of the popular culture of both 
guns and women.”

From art houses to hunting 
lodges, McCrum’s book has the 
ability to raise awareness about 
the millions of women who 
own and enjoy using firearms 
safely and responsibly.

All Pa. farmers don’t 
oppose Sunday hunting

A column that ran in this 
week’s Pennsylvania Outdoor 
News addressed the miscon-
ception that farmers through-
out the state oppose Sunday 
Hunting.

According to the Farm Bu-
reau, the overwhelming major-
ity of Keystone State farmers 
oppose allowing more Sunday 
hunting. But increasingly we 
have been hearing from farmers 
across the state who are quietly 
saying that is not true.

    “Why should the state tell 
me what I can do on my own 
land on any given day of the 
week,” said one agricultural 
producer. “It’s my land, and I 
should control it. I don’t need 
the state to forbid hunting on 
Sunday on my property. I can 
handle that myself, if that is 
my choice.

“As a member of the Farm 
Bureau, I will not hesitate to 
tell you that the group is not 
representing my best interest 
as a landowner,” he added. “I 
could not be more opposed to 
the Farm Bureau.”

Most people understand 
that farmers need hunters.  This 
explains why farmers never 
closed off land in other states 
where Sunday hunting bans 
were lifted.

There are also strong eco-
nomic benefits to allowing Sun-
day hunting.  A report released 


