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News From The AKC

FDA Announces 
Availability of a Limited 

Supply of Immiticide 
Heartworm Drug 
Would only Be for 

Dogs in Urgent Need of 
Treatment

The Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) announced to-
day a plan to address concerns 
regarding the supply of Me-
rial’s Immiticide (melarsomine 
dihydrochloride), a product 
used to treat heartworm infec-
tion in dogs. FDA is allowing 
Merial to import limited quan-
tities of Immiticide from their 
European supplier, which is the 
approved source of the product 
for international markets. The 
measure is temporary, while 
Merial works out technical 
issues in the plant where Im-
miticide is manufactured for 
use in the U.S.

The European supplier has 
a limited amount of Immiticide 
available for importation – a 
quantity that will only satisfy 
a fraction of U.S. demand. As a 
result, veterinarians are being 
asked for their cooperation to 
conserve this limited supply by 
using it only for dogs in most 
urgent need of treatment.

The product will only be 
available directly from Merial 
through a restricted distribu-
tion program and will not be 
available through Merial’s 

distributors or for purchase to 
stock clinic inventory. In ad-
dition, the packaging of the 
imported product is in a format 
intended for other countries 
and does not meet U.S. regula-
tory requirements. Therefore, 
Merial will provide a copy of 
the U.S. Immiticide Package 
Insert with each shipment and 
asks that veterinarians follow 
the prescribing information it 
provides.

Additional details on Me-
rial’s temporary measure to 
import Immiticide can be found 
in their Dear Doctor letter to 
veterinarians.

For questions on how to 
obtain Immiticide, please con-
tact Merial Customer Care at 
1-888-MERIAL-1 (1-888-637-
4251).

AKC and AKC/CHF 
Breeders Symposium 
to be held in St. Paul, 

Minnesota
The American Kennel Club 

and the AKC Canine Health 
Foundation will be present-
ing a Canine Breeder’s Health 
and Education Symposium 
on Saturday, November 5th, 
2011 at the University Of Min-
nesota College Of Veterinary 
Medicine, Pomeroy Student 
Learning Building. Experts in 
Genetics, Canine Nutrition, Ca-
nine Reproduction, along with 
the latest advances in Oncology 

will present on these and other 
relevant topics to breeders, 
experienced and novice. Dog 
breeders are invited to meet, 
learn and share ideas with 
some of the most sought after 
researchers and experts in their 
fields.

For more information:

Ron Rella at (212) 696-8303 
RNR@akc.org

Samantha Wright (888) 682-
969 SJW@akc.org

Input Request on 
Judging Approval 

Process
The Board of Directors of 

the American Kennel Club 
is seeking feedback from the 
fancy regarding the Judging 
Approval Process proposal 
recommended by the ad hoc 
Committee appointed by Board 
of Directors Chairman Ron Me-
naker consisting of Dr. Robert 
D. Smith Chair, Mr. Darrell 
Hayes, Mr. James S. Corbett, Dr. 
Thomas M. Davies, Mr. Robert 
S. Forsyth, Mrs. Rosalind Kraus 
Kramer, Mr. Edd E. Bivin, and 
Mr. James W. Smith.

Those who wish to offer 
their opinion of this proposal 
may do so via email at Judg-
ingApproval@akc.org. All 
feedback must be received by 
Wednesday, October 5, 2011. 
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