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has not addressed this need 
in South Dakota by allocating 
additional acres even when 
the state’s landowners have 
shown continued demand for 
the practice.”

Despite a steep decline in 
this year’s index, South Dakota 
still boasts the highest pheas-
ant population in the country. 
“A poor year by South Dakota 
standards is an excellent year 
anywhere else, so pheasant 
hunters do need to put these 
percentages in perspective,” 
Nomsen said. “All things con-
sidered, pheasant numbers in 
much of the traditional pheas-
ant range of the state are still 
good despite the declines in the 
counts,” Vonk said, “Much of 
South Dakota will continue to 
provide a premier opportunity 
to hunt pheasants.” Even with 
extremely unfavorable weather 
conditions and loss of CRP 
lands, South Dakota’s pheasant 
abundance is still comparable to 
levels of the 1990s-early 2000s 
when the overall pheasant har-
vest averaged a respectable 1.2 
million birds annually.

Pheasants Forever, includ-
ing its quail conservation di-
vision, Quail Forever, is the 
nation’s largest nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to upland 
habitat conservation. Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever have 
more than 130,000 members 
and 700 local chapters across 
the United States and Canada. 
Chapters are empowered to 
determine how 100 percent of 
their locally raised conserva-
tion funds are spent - the only 
national conservation organiza-

tion that operates through this 
truly grassroots structure.

Anthony Hauck (651) 209-
4972 AHauck@pheasantsfor-
ever.org

MN Upland Bird Day 
Offers Adult and Youth 

Beginners a Hunting 
How-To

With grouse populations 
near their peak and new oppor-
tunities for pheasant on Walk-
In Access land coming this fall, 
adults and youth interested in 
learning how to hunt upland 
birds are invited to a hands-on 
clinic from 1-5 p.m. on Satur-
day, Sept. 10, at the Dakota 
County Gun Club.

Upland Bird Day is a joint 
event of the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources 
(DNR), Dakota County Gun 
Club and Pheasants Forever. 
The event is open to men and 
women and children ages 10 
and older accompanied by a 
guardian. The program is free 
but registration is required.

“Upland bird day is a new 
outreach effort,” said Linda 
Bylander, an outreach program 
coordinator for the DNR. “It 
is tailored to those who have 
not yet hunted upland birds 
or have limited experience.” 
Participants will learn about 
grouse and pheasant biology 
and management before rotat-
ing through hands-on learning 
stations. Participants will learn 
how to hunt a field with or 
without a dog, as well as how 
to how find hunting land. They 

will also shoot and pattern a 
shotgun, observe a field hunt 
and learn how to care for hunt-
ing dogs.

Registration is limited for 
this free class. Call Linda By-
lander at 218-833-8628 or email 
her at linda.bylander@state.
mn.us to register.

Anthony Hauck (651) 209-
4972 AHauck@pheasantsfor-
ever.org

Pheasants Forever 
Adding Weight to 

National Sage-Grouse 
Initiative

“The Habitat Organization” 
signs on to help habitat for 
iconic western upland game 
bird

Much like pheasant habitat 
in the Midwest, sagebrush habi-
tat in the western U.S. is rapidly 
being lost.

Much like pheasant habitat 
in the Midwest, sagebrush habi-
tat in the western U.S. is rapidly 
being lost.

Pheasants Forever is adding 
organizational support to the 
USDA Natural Resources Con-
servation Service’s (NRCS) ag-
gressive Sage-Grouse Initiative. 
The Intermountain West Joint 
Venture (IWJV) has received $4 
million in funding from NRCS 
to strengthen the implementa-
tion of that initiative through 
partnerships. In turn, Pheasants 
Forever has been selected to 
manage the majority of those 
funds and additional federal 
funds from the U.S. Fish and 


