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nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres, 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow 
and forever. Visit the DU web-
site, www.ducks.org for more 
information.
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DU Acquires Prime 
Breeding Ground 

Habitat in Montana
As part of ongoing efforts to 

conserve intact prairie pothole 
habitat, Ducks Unlimited and 
its foundation, Wetlands Amer-
ica Trust, recently acquired a 
2,158-acre complex of grassland 
and wetland habitat in north-
central Montana’s “Hi-Line.” 
Known locally as the Wingert 
Place, the ranch is a prime 
example of short-grass prairie 
and seasonal wetland habitat. 
More than 200 acres of seasonal 
prairie pothole wetlands are 
scattered throughout the ranch 
and will provide quality migra-
tion and breeding habitat for a 
variety of waterfowl and other 
bird species.

“This was a unique op-
portunity to conserve some 
of Montana’s best remaining 
grassland and wetland habi-
tats,” said Bob Sanders, DU’s 
manager of conservation pro-
grams for Montana. “The ranch 
has almost 10 percent wetland 
cover, which is extremely high 
for this part of the Prairie Pot-
hole Region.”

The Henderson family initi-
ated the conversation last Octo-
ber when they called Sanders 
to ask if DU was interested in 
buying land. “Many people 
don’t realize that DU often ac-
cepts donations of land and will 
sometimes purchase properties 
with high waterfowl habitat 
values,” Sanders said. “Thank-
fully, we were able to work 
with the Henderson family 
and everything came together 
to conserve this well-managed 
piece of prairie habitat.” 

DU plans to keep the ranch 
in livestock grazing and will ex-
plore a variety of conservation 
options to ensure the grassland 
and wetland values of the ranch 
are perpetuated. 

“Cattle grazing is a key 
component of these systems, 
and we will continue to have 
the land in grass-based agricul-
ture,” Sanders said. “A strong 
local ranching economy is vital 
to local communities and to the 
conservation of waterfowl and 
other wildlife species.” 

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 

habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres, 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow and 
forever.
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As Budget Talks 
Continue, the Future 

Remains Uncertain for 
Waterfowl

Two Meetings, One Day, Big 
Decisions for Proven Habitat 
Program

 On July 6, two key meet-
ings will impact the future of 
the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act (NAWCA). 
One will recommend projects 
that should receive NAWCA 
funding. The other will deter-
mine whether federal funds 
will be available for the work 
to take place.

In a Wyoming meeting, 
nine members of the North 
American Wetlands Conserva-
tion Council will decide which 
of the 35 submitted proposals 
should be recommended to 
the Migratory Bird Conserva-
tion Commission for NAWCA 
funding. This is the first round 
of proposals submitted for 2012 
funding.


