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Dog Head Decorations
“Preserve the Precious Memories of Your Dog”

• Decorate your home with a dog head that is  custom painted to look like your dog.

• This item can be used as an urn or a wall decoration.

• The urn is accessible from the back of the head 

• The dog head can have an open or closed mouth.

• Dog species presently available are: Black, Chocolate,    
   and Yellow Labs; German Shorthaired and English 
   Pointers. Other species are considered special order.

• Most species of farm-raised game birds are available.

• Customers may supply their own game bird.

• Allow 60-90 days for delivery. Except for special orders.

The estimated 50,000 or 
more Wisconsin waterfowl 
hunters whose favorite hunt-
ing partner has four legs, a tail, 
and doesn’t mind swimming 
in cold water may want to take 
some precautions against their 
friend coming down with seri-
ous illness from ingesting water 
containing potentially toxic 
blue-green algae.

“Working together with 
dogs is part of a long and rich 
tradition for many waterfowl 
hunters,” said Kent Van Horn, 
DNR Migratory Game Bird 
Ecologist. “Sometimes, care of 
these furry hunting companions 
requires extra awareness. While 
not widespread, potential toxic-
ity from blue-green algae is still 
a concern for waterfowl hunt-
ing dogs.”

Recent cases included three 
Wisconsin dog deaths from 
blue-green algae poisoning re-
ported in 2008, two in 2009, and 
thankfully none in 2010.

With about 80,000 water-
fowl hunters, Wisconsin has 
the third highest number of wa-

terfowl hunters in the country. 
About 60 percent of Wisconsin 
waterfowl hunters use dogs to 
retrieve their harvested ducks 
and geese.

What is commonly referred 
to as blue-green algae are actu-

ally cyanobacteria, microscopic 
organisms that are true bacte-
ria. They are present in all lakes, 
marshes, ponds and ditches 
across Wisconsin but live un-
recognized except for when 
the right conditions develop 
and the cyanobacteria grow 
quickly, creating “blooms” 
across the water surface that 
look like paint, thick scum, or 
“pea soup.” When blooms oc-
cur, cyanobacteria can release 
toxins that can cause illness and 
even death in many animals 
ingesting them, including dogs 
and humans. While blooms of 
blue-green algae occur most 
frequently in summer, blooms 
have been observed in Wis-
consin in fall and winter. Dur-
ing the fall waterfowl hunting 
season, toxic bloom conditions 

Blue green algae a threat to 
hunting dogs
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