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This is a great example of how 
a website should be done. This 
web site prints out to be about 
10 pages for $360 a year or $90/
quarter. We offer websites 
from $160/year. 

This issues featured website

J&L Boykins
Jan or Larry Hinchman

Hammond, WI 
715-796-5251

jlhinch@centurytel.net

J & L Boykin Spaniels: We have 
been breeding Boykins for over 
25 years. The Boykin Spaniel is a 
highly versatile hunting dog with a 
big heart and light spirit. This little 
brown dog can truly be your best 
friend whether in the duck marsh, 
pheasant fields or by the home fires. 
Our dogs hunt in many sanctioned 
tournaments and run against many 
other breeds and prove their hunt-
ing ability. For information about 
our dogs or upcoming litters and 
training tips, or if you just want to 
talk about the little brown dogs, 
please call.

Please call to inquire about our 
pups and also about our upcoming 
litters due this spring and summer. 
Our cell number is 612-759-8139 and 
home 715-796-5251
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From The Publisher’s Desk

Welcome to the October/November issue of Bird Dog & Retriever News. Thanks 
to all the advertisers and readers for making this a great publication.

It is our favorite time of year, time to be hunting birds. About half of this issue is 
bird counts and the latest tips as we go a field.

In this issue we start with a few great new products. One I liked was the Super 
collar. I know a few guys that could use it to get control of their dog.

For the Buy The Book segment we feature Training a Young Pointer by Joseph 
Healy.

Hips, Hips, Hips, everyone talks about hips 
I thought it time we have an article on them.

Jay Johnson takes us through Ruffed Grouse 
and Dove hunting basics.

Rarely do we cover shells and reloading. So 
in this issue I visit with Charlie Wright a master 
loader.

An article you might want to spend time 
reading is on page 20 about Green Algae and 
hunting dogs.

We are starting to bring you more info about 
the breed clubs and some of their issues.  Keep 
us updated if we can help your club in anyway.

Dennis Guldan
Publisher 
Bird Dog & Retriever 

News
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Letters From The Field
e-mail  publisher@bird-dog-news.com

Send in your letters and 
photos

AKC-APL POINTING LABS

Information and photos available at

www.acornacrelabs.org

Full Health Guarantee and References Available
100% Hunting Bloodlines with Hunt Test Designations

Throughout – All Parents Solid, Proven Hunters
Bold - Athletic - Classic in Appearance, as well as 

Hard Working and Trainable

Yellow/Black

Ready in 

early May

Dennis,  thanks for the 
great magazine. I like that you 
have club information. I help 
with our rescue program. Is 
there any possibility that you 
may have room for informa-
tion about our rescue dogs? 
Any help placing these poor 
dogs would be great. Jen D, 
Des Moines

Jen, thanks for doing what 
you do for the club and res-
cue. Of course we will make 
room for your club informa-
tion, that include results and 
training days. Just email us the 
information 30 days before the 
date of the issue, i.e. Jan 1 for 
the Feb-March issue, March 1 
for the April/May issue, etc.. 
Dennis G

Dennis, I have a new pup 
and am looking for a trainer. I 
went to www.Bdarn.com and 
don’t see any in my area. What 
would you recommend? Bill F 
Peoria IL

Bill, I would go to our trial 
& test calendar of events and 
go to an event near your area 
and talk to the trainers there. 
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Another great year of ruffed 
grouse hunting is upon us and 
it’s time to make plans and hit 
the woods.

Whether you’re a first-time 
ruffed grouse hunter, a sea-
soned veteran or a family plan-
ning an active outing, finding 
places that offer easy access 
to Minnesota’s most-popular 
game bird will be your first 
priority. Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) 
hunter walking trails are excel-
lent place to start.

Hunter walking trails offer 
hundreds of miles of easily ac-
cessible hunting trails that wind 
their way through wildlife 
management areas, state forests 
and other public hunting lands. 
There are more than 450 miles 
of maintained trails meander-
ing throughout the northern 
half of the state, and new trails 
are continually being created.

Many of these trails are 
gated, allowing foot traffic 
only, and offer parking lots or 
easy access to parking. Hunters 
can expect mowed routes that 

may follow old logging roads, 
are planted with clover or pass 
through forest openings that 
attract a variety of wildlife.

“There is a lot of great ruffed 
grouse habitat along these 
trails,” said Jeff Lightfoot, DNR 
northeast regional wildlife 
manager. “The trails are easy 
to navigate and offer excellent 
opportunities for the novice 
hunter or for families with kids 
just learning to hunt to see birds 
and enjoy the outdoors.”

Finding the hunter walking 
trails is simple online at DNR 
website. The DNR website of-
fers a hunter walking trail tool 
that provides information on 
the locations of these trails by 
name and the county in which 
they are located. Simply select 
a county from the tool and 
browse the list of the various 
hunting trails. You can access 
a map of a specific trail in two 
ways:

* An interactive map that 
allows zooming in and out of 
the trail area using a compass 
tool.

* A downloadable Adobe 
Acrobat Reader file that dis-
plays an aerial view of the trail 
and the surrounding area.

“There are more than 165 
maps presently available on 
this website,” explained Tom 
Engel, DNR wildlife geograph-
ic information system special-
ist. “New trail maps are being 
added continually, so folks 
should remember to check this 
website regularly for any new 
additions.”

Hunter trail maps are also 
available at most DNR area 
wildlife offices, along with a 
variety of information on the 
area wildlife hunting or view-
ing opportunities and tips.

“There is no time better than 
this fall to pack up the hunting 
gear and the family and explore 
the forests of northern Min-
nesota by doing a little ruffed 
grouse hunting,” said Ted Dick, 
DNR grouse coordinator.

“Ruffed grouse populations 
are at their peak right now. The 
excellent habitat and easy ac-
cess you’ll find on the hunter 
walking trails provide the per-
fect ingredients for a successful 
hunt.”

Hunter walking trails provide 
easy access to great grouse 

hunting areas
By Jay Johnson

DNR hunting recruitment and retention coordinator

Where to Hunt
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What’s New

Petrol Fuel for dogs

Petrol is a delicious dog 
treat beverage with vitamins 
and 100% natural flavorings 
for optimum canine health 
and wellness. This savory,vet-
formulated drink is not only 
refreshing and nutritious – dogs 
prefer it 4-to-1 over water. So 
give your best pal Petrol…and 
pour out the love.

Petrol can be given as a 
source of hydration for dogs of 
all ages and breeds.

For optimum health, the 
average 35-lb. dog needs 1 liter 
or 33.8 ounces of liquids per 
day. Petrol is intended as a low-
calorie hydrating treat that can 
count toward your dog’s daily 
liquid intake. Petrol should not 
replace your pet’s regular diet.

12-Can Pack: $20.00
www.petrolfordogs.com

Swedish FireSteel 2.0®
A flash of genius takes fire 

making to the next level

Originally developed for 
the Swedish Department of 
Defense, our legendary Swed-
ish FireSteel® is the original 
fire starter. Being the best, 
however, means always hav-
ing to push the envelope. The 
result is a new generation with 
an improved striker that makes 
it even easier to build a fire in 
any weather, at any altitude. 
Our second generation Swed-
ish FireSteel 2.0® also features 
a new design, a color matched 
lanyard and a built-in emer-
gency whistle. The Swedish 
FireSteel’s dependability and 
intense, close to 3,000°C sparks, 
have long made it a favorite 
of survival experts, hunters, 
fishermen and campers. It has 
also found its way into cabins 
and backyards as a fool-proof 
way to light stoves and gas 

$12.95
www.Lightmyfire.com

Hemp Leash with Fleece-
Lined Handle

The one and only match for 
our best-selling collars. Natu-
rally strong and eco-friendly 
hemp creates this incredibly 
durable leash. 5 feet long avail-
able in 6 colors.

The fleece-lined handle 
provides extra comfort.  The 
Planet Dog Natural Hemp 
Leash comes from naturally 
strong and environmentally 
friendly hemp, which makes it 
not just an incredibly durable 
leash, but also one that helps 
reduce a terrible strain on our 
delicate eco-system. Hemp is 
one of nature’s most durable 
fibers, and creates an incredibly 
strong hold that ensures your 
pet will stay right by your side 
at all times. A durable stainless 
steel fastener that hooks to your 
dog’s collar gives you extra 
confidence, and the fleece-lined 
handle eases the tension in your 
hand. Measures 5 feet in length. 
Wash it in your machine, and 

 $21.95
www.planetdog.com

800.381.1516. 
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$12.95
www.earthsbalance.com

877-364-6648

Canine Solution for 
Dogs 

First-Aid Support for your 
Dogs and Puppies.

Earth’s Balance Canine So-
lution is an all natural, multi-
purpose product that is anti-
bacterial, anti-viral, anti-fungal 
solutions that promotes healing. 
This solution is non-toxic, non-
corrosive and environmentally 
friendly. Canine Solutions is 
completely safe to use on dogs 
and puppies of all ages. Please 
use as directed for best results. 
Canine Solutions aid in the 
healing process and promote 
healthy skin and coat.

Ingredients: Electrolyzed 
Oxidizing Water. For informa-
tion about EO water

Pentax Waterproof 9 x 32 
DCF BC Binocular

PENTAX Imaging Company 
announced a new binocular to the 
PENTAX DCF line-up. A heavy-
duty DCF  roof-prism binocular, 
the PENTAX 9x32 DCF BC, features 
high-performance optics, a water-
proof construction allowing fresh-
water rinsing, and an ergonomic 
body design for a comfortable hold. 
Combining outstanding optical per-
formance and value with a compact, 
lightweight, carry-anywhere body, 
this new model may be used in a 
wide range of applications including 
nature observation, bird-watching, 
sports viewing, hunting and more. 

 The new DCF series features 
an open-bridge configuration for a 
firm, comfortable hold. Protected 
with a rubber housing that features 
slight indentations for the user’s 
thumbs, each model offers stable, 
fatigue-free observation, even while 
users continuously track a moving 
subject during extended observa-
tion. The optics are designed to offer 
top-level optical performance and 
deliver bright, clear subject images.  
Specifically, the high-refraction 
BaK4 glass prisms feature multiple 
coatings.

$299
www.pentaximaging.

com

$40
www.supercollar.com

The Supercollar Dog Collar 
with Built In Leash is the most 
convenient and unique collar/
leash combo on the market. The 
Supercollar features 2 retract-
able coated steel cables with a 
break strength of over 100 lbs 
each. 

The comfortable rubber lead 
handle locks into place with a 
stainless steel safety toggle so it 
doesn’t get caught up on any-
thing when not in use. As soon 
as you want your dog under 
control, simply twist the toggle 
and grab the handle. Perfect for 
hikers and joggers who want to 
go without a leash unless pass-
ing another animal or passer by. 
3M Scotchlite reflective accents 
provide additional safety in low 
light conditions and “D” ring 
allows for use with traditional 
leashes. Collar is constructed 
of durable, waterproof polypro 
webbing with a strong metal 
buckle. A portion of Supercol-
lar’s proceeds are donated to 
pet, working dog and disaster 
relief organizations.

Supercollar Dog Collar 
with Built-In Leash
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Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you 
seven pages from this book to decide if you want to do 

buy the book!

Buy The Book
Thanks to Willow Creek Press we offer you and 
excerpt from Training A Young Pointer by Joseph 
Healy copyrights Willow Creek Press 2006

Training A Young 
Pointer

How Experts Developed My Bird Dog And Me
By Joseph Healy

CHAPTER 10: 
Working on Steady to Wing and Shot

I HAD FINISHED OFF THE TRAILER TO 
MAKE IT ROAD AND CAMPING READY The 
walls were patched and sound, the windows and 
roof air vents were weatherproofed, the toilet and 
water lines were cleaned, drained, and flushed. 
The water tanks were full, the fridge was chilled. 
The two inch trailer ball off the back of my pickup, 
anchored to a heavy-duty undercarriage towing 
rig, fit the trailer’s hitch like hand in glove. The 
brake lights and turn signals and running lights 
on the trailer all checked out. The electric brake 
control was installed under the truck’s dashboard. 
All systems were go. I even practiced backing up 
with the beast.

C and I took the Grouse House on two test voy-
ages. The first was to Woodford State Park in south-
ern Vermont. A terrible argument ensued during 
the parking phase. I was sure C was messing with 
me as I attempted to back into the narrow camp-
ing space, backing toward a jackknife, pulling out, 
backing up again, with the same results each time, 
none of them good. C kept on with “A little more 
left; a lot more right” for long enough to frazzle 
me. After about ten tries and half an hour later, I 
got the trailer on fairly level ground. The tears in 
Cs eyes when I got out of the cab of my truck (I 
had yelled a blue streak from the cab of my truck) 
told me that she had no agenda-she’d been earnest 
in her attempts to help a bullheaded man park his 
unwieldy camping craft.

Next we went to a private campground near 
Tanglewood in Massachusetts, where we saw 
Tony Bennett and Diana Krall with my parents, 
who came over for the show from central New 
York. That Labor Day weekend of 2000 was a 
washout-it stormed like hell above Tanglewood. 
Someone was struck by lightning, the rumor 
circulated. Mom and Dad stayed in the trailer 
the first night, and C and I were flooded in our 
tent. The next night, after the show, my parents 
went to a hotel room. C and I made good use 
of the back bed in the trailer, with rain beating 
over our heads. What satisfaction I felt for the 
weatherproofing work I had done!

In preparation for Reilly’s first hunting 
season, her training intensified for the next 
two weeks. Every day, she pointed birds in 
the morning and John worked her on field 
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commands in the afternoon, 
in preparation for the gradu-
ation field test that John and I 
had agreed on: a released-bird 
hunt in late September at the 
farm, with chukar partridge and 
quail.

On graduation day, John, 
wearing a faded blue polo shirt 
and jeans tucked into his rubber 
boots, planted a couple birds 
around the orchard grounds. 
“Reilly knows the quail,” he 
told me, “but wait till she sees 
the chukar. Shoot when they 
get up. Shoot quick. But just go 
ahead and shoot. They get up 
quick and flare-not like a grouse. 
We don’t want these birds to get 
away, if we can help it.” Better 
for us to shoot them than to offer 
them up as fare for coyotes or 
foxes, was the message.

I  knocked down quail 
on each of Reilly’s first three 
points. Steady. No gain. No 
creep. Staunch, with a high, 
rigid tail. A wood-stiff pointer 
point. She half retrieved these 
birds, too, picking them up with 
a soft mouth, but not bringing 
the birds to hand when called. 
John said we’d work on that 
next year. For now, he said, it 
was important that she was 
pointing so well and didn’t 
chew up the birds.

“If you want her to retrieve, 
we’ll work on that.” I told him 
that’d be fine, if the training fit 
the dog’s disposition.

Then came the chukar. Reil-
ly found the first of these birds 
by a stone wall, but it flared 
away and John missed with 
a shot from his 20-gauge. We 

marked it, and I hitched on 
Reilly’s lead and led her down 
toward the bird. She pointed it 
a second time, though not com-
pletely stylishly, as the bird was 
wind-washed and not so full of 
scent. She crept toward it a bit, 
or tried to as I held her; her tail 
was not at full mast. I tried and 
missed the shot, and that bird 
flew directly to the pond on the 
property.

Reilly, against my commands 
to “whoa,” ran down to the pond 
and established point facing the 
stone fence at the water’s edge. 
When John and I got there, no 
bird was in sight. He released the 
dog, and she leapt at the stone 
wall, digging at it, whining and 
barking. Did the bird drown? 
Or did it burrow into the gaps 
in the stones? I came forward to 
“whoa” her. Told her to be easy. 
John followed, said the bird 
clearly was under the grass or 
had taken up residence in the 
rock wall. We never found it. It 
never came out.

“Cagey birds,” John said. 
“Just like grouse. You can hit 
one and it’ll disappear.” Reilly 
was jumpy after that, so we 
staked her and brought out Ta-
basco and one of the other set-
ters to find the second chukar, 
though to no avail. And then 
graduation was over.

Reilly had done well on the 
birds. I just wanted to get this 
year old doggle back into my 
life. I said my good-byes to John 
and called Reilly to the cab of 
my truck. She jumped into the 
passenger’s seat, panting and 
drooling. It was as if she hadn’t 

missed a beat from the day back 
in July when I dropped her off. 
I told John I’d stay in touch 
through the hunting season 
and asked him to let me know 
how Bo did. Then I gave him a 
picture of him and Reilly I had 
taken in the orchard, held in a 
heavy silver Orvis wing-shoot-
ing frame. He was touched. He 
told me it would go up in his 
house.

John thanked me and hand-
ed me my last invoice for the 
September training and the 
birds used in Reilly’s training. I 
told him that I couldn’t express 
my thanks strongly enough 
for letting me tag along on all 
those morning walks and train-
ing sessions in the orchard. In 
the subdued way of hunters, 
we nodded to each other, and I 
drove off toward home in North 
Bennington, where C waited to 
welcome Reilly and me.

It was September 21, and 
grouse season had already 
opened that year in Vermont. 
Reilly had been at the farm for 
about two and a half months. 
She smelled of cedar chips 
and dirt and something dead 
she had rolled in that week. I 
was ready to make her my dog 
again. C said she would give 
Reilly a bath. And I thought 
about getting the dog in the 
woods in search of wild grouse 
and woodcock.
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Guns

The Return Of The Wood Nut
A brief word about the addiction, it’s causes and 

how it’s nurtured.
by Bill Hanus

www.billhanusbirdguns.com

The first broad exposure most 
American bird hunters had to good 
quality wood on a production 
shotgun came when the Parker Re-
production was introduced in 1984.  
We also got our first real look at Cali-
fornia Claro Walnut.  The wood on 
most of these Parker Reproductions 
was highly finished “3 Star” (a mid-
range grade generally defined as 
one side, Very Good, one side Good) 
California Claro walnut. It was 
beautifully fitted and finished with 
meticulous Japanese craftsmanship 
and Italian leather-cased for perfec-
tion.  Everyone liked what they saw.  
Little did we know that we were 
witnessing the birth of a firearms 
marketing paradigm that was to be 
embraced by many shotgun makers 
in the decades that followed: Good 
wood sells guns.

Great wood, like gold, is 
where you find it

Today, the demand for high 
grade wood exceeds the supply.  
Here’s the problem — when a saw-
yer opens a tree it is not unlike open-
ing a surprise package.  On average, 
only 5% of the blanks he cuts can 
be defined as high grade.  The best 
opportunity for a top-graded piece 
of wood will come from the crotch 
of a big, old walnut tree — at least 
50 years old — but preferably 75 or 
100 years. The traditional sources of 
great wood - England and France — 

don’t have many century-old walnut 
trees left to cut.  But their progeny 
live on all around the world.

Today’s country-of-choice for 
great wood is Turkey where large, 
ancient walnut trees can still be 
found.  Trophy pieces of Turkish 
Exhibition Grade wood can be 
priced well into four figures and 
simply the reputation of Turkish 
wood has pushed prices of all high 
grade Turkish wood higher.  The 
Russian Republics have discovered 
that those old walnut orchards have 
become a major assets in world 
trade.  Australia produces some 
great “English” walnut.

My friend, Jack Rowe — who 
describes himself as “America’s 
oldest English-trained gunsmith” — 
has added a few pieces of Kashmir 
Walnut to his own larder.  He buys 
it from a retired Indian Army Ma-
jor who gets it out (with an armed 
guard) of one of the most danger-
ous places on earth — the Kashmir 
valley —that disputed territory be-
tween Pakistan and India. Gunstock 
wood is a global business today.

A bigger bang for the 
buck

As beautifully demonstrated 
by the Parker Reproductions, Cali-
fornia English and Claro Walnut is 
not only handsome, but cheaper 
that many European walnuts. if you 

compare Turkish with California 
walnut, grade for grade, you’ll find 
that Turkish is priced about 2X to 
3X higher.  The California walnuts 
give you a much bigger, much more 
beautiful, bang for the buck.

The center cut is the 
prime part of the crotch

The center slab taken out of the 
crotch might show wildly gorgeous, 
gaudy, curling feathering on both 
sides.  Or it might not.  Skill plus 
the luck of the cut applies here.  But 
this is where Exhibition Grade wood 
comes from.  Among wood aficiona-
dos it is, as they say, “to die for.” And 
it is always priced accordingly.  The 
slabs on either side of the center slab 
will probably have feathering on 
one side and flame on the other.  The 
two outside those will have flame 
and marbling, then fiddle back, then 
good contrasting stripes, then plain 
wood with good grain flow and on 
out to sap wood.  The farther you 
get from the center, the straighter/
fainter the grain/figure and the 
lower the price.  That’s the good 
news.  Here’s the bad news.

The 5% rule is narrowed 
still further ...

Cecil Fredi, who cuts and sells 
gunstock blanks, sums it up this 
way:

...if a slab has feather in it we cut 
it for a rifle or an over/under size blank 
with a pistol grip because it will bring 
two to three times what a side-by-side 
blank will.

Since rifle and over/under 
blanks will sell for 2X to 3X more 
than a side-by-side blank, there’s 
less financial reward to cut high 
grade wood for side-by-side shot-
guns.  This rarity moves the price 
for higher grade side-by-side blanks 
(and pumps and semi-autos as well) 
back up on the pricing scale.  Tricky, 
tricky.

The Wood Nut’s Reward
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ODYSSEY GSP: 
The finest name in 
quality companion 

GSP gun dogs 
today. An enduring 

commitment 
to total GSP 

excellence. Strong 
natural ability, correct 

conformation & 
great dispositions. 

“PROVEN” 
www.odysseygsp.net

Contact us: Odyssey@unitedsky.net 660-582-2737

Virtually every shotgun manu-
facturer today — taking a page out of 
the Parker Reproductions play book 
— utilizes upgraded wood some-
where in their marketing program.  
You have only glance at their color-
ful print advertising or literature to 
get a feel for it. Merkel introduced 
“Luxury Grade” wood” to their 
line a couple years ago.  Browning’s 
high grade Citoris all feature more 
engraving and upgraded wood with 
some of the best of both appear-
ing on Grades III, VI and the new 
525 Golden Clays.  Franchi’s AL 
48 Deluxe semi autos and Alcione 
over/unders offer “Select Walnut” 
as standard.  Remington doesn’t 
discuss wood grades much in their 
catalog, but some of the wood I’ve 
seen on newer M1100’s has to have 
come out of their Custom Shop.   
Ithaca Classic Doubles has a $28,000 
model featuring (as you may have 
guessed) a piece of highest grade 
Turkish crotch wood.  Both Ber-
reta and FABARM have enhanced 
wood techniques on some models 
that give the illusion of high-priced 
wood, but without the higher cost.

A couple of years ago the head 
of SKB here in the U.S. told me that 
he personally hand-picks every 
piece of wood that goes on SKB’s 
three shotgun grades and AYA, the 
great Spanish maker, puts the same 
grade wood on Bill Hanus Birdguns 
and model 4/53 shotguns that they 
put on their $4,700 Model 53 custom 
sidelock.

“I’m a bird hunter of course, 
but...“

That’s it.  You’re hooked.  When 
the “but” means you like nice wood 
on a shotgun (and who doesn’t?) 
you’re a wood nut.  You’re one of 
us.  Welcome to the club.

“Some days life kisses you right 
on the lips” ( from the garfield comic 
strip)and applicable to this Califor-
nia English Crotch Walnut blank.  
Hard to find certainly -  and pricey 
when you do — but a smackeroo 
you’ll never forget.

Only in America......do banks leave both doors open 
and then chain the pens to the counters.

“Some days life kisses you right on the lips” ( from the garfield comic 
strip)and applicable to this California English Crotch Walnut blank.  
Hard to find certainly -  and pricey when you do — but a smackeroo 
you’ll never forget.



14
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

October/November 2011                                            Now in our Twentieth year                                                            www.Bdarn.com

What is Penn HIP?
PennHIP stands for the Univer-

sity of Pennsylvania Hip Improve-
ment Program.

PennHIP is a multifaceted radio-
graphic technology (x-ray) for hip 
evaluation. The technique assesses the 
quality of the canine hip and quantita-
tively measures canine hip joint laxity. 
The PennHIP method of evaluation is 
more accurate than the current stan-
dard in its ability to predict the onset 
of osteoarthritis. Osteoarthritis, also 
known as degenerative joint disease 
(DJD), is the hallmark of canine hip 
dysplasia (CHD).

PennHIP is more than just a radio-
graphic technique. It is also a network 
of veterinarians trained to perform 
the PennHIP methodology properly 
and, perhaps most importantly, it is a 
large scientific database that houses 
the PennHIP data. The radiographs 
are made by certified PennHIP mem-
bers worldwide and are sent to the 
PennHIP analysis center for evalua-
tion. The resulting data is stored in 
the database, which is continually 
monitored as it expands. As more 
information becomes available, the 
PennHIP laboratory is able to obtain 
more precise answers to questions 
about the etiology (cause), prediction 
and genetic basis of CHD.

The PennHIP laboratory pub-
lishes its findings in scientific journals. 
Published information is disseminat-
ed to all PennHIP members; it is also 
shared with interested breed clubs.

 To summarize, PennHIP is com-
posed of three major components
A diagnostic radiographic technique 
A network of trained veterinarians 
A medical database for scientific 
analysis 

A Brief History
In 1983, Dr. Gail Smith from the 

University of Pennsylvania School of 
Veterinary Medicine conceived and 
developed a new scientific method for 
the early diagnosis of CHD. Research 
conducted in his laboratory proved 
the diagnostic method to be capable 
of estimating the susceptibility for 
CHD in dogs as young as sixteen 
weeks of age.

In 1993, Dr. Smith established 
PennHIP, a cooperative scientific 
initiative, to serve as a multi-center 
clinical trial of the new hip dysplasia 
diagnostic technology.

The program was successful and 
quickly grew beyond the capacity 
and purpose of a university research 
laboratory. Initially, the University of 
Pennsylvania licensed PennHIP to 
outside biotech companies in order 
to make the technology available for 
widespread public use and to allow 
Dr. Smith and his colleagues to con-
tinue their research at the School of 
Veterinary Medicine. PennHIP has 
recently been reacquired by the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania and is now a 
not-for-profit organization.

 PennHIP Radiographic 
Evaluation at a Glance
The PennHIP method is a differ-

ent way to assess, measure and inter-
pret hip joint laxity. It consists of three 
separate radiographs: the distraction 
view, the compression view and the 
hip-extended view (right). The dis-
traction view and compression view, 
developed by Dr. Smith, are used to 
obtain accurate and precise measure-
ments of joint laxity and congruity. 
The hip-extended view is used to 
obtain supplementary information 

 Compression View

 The radiographs above are of the 
same dog, yet the hip joint laxities 
(looseness) in each view look very 

 Distraction View

 Hip-extended View

Checking Hips
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regarding the existence of DJD in the hip joint.

 The radiographs above are of the same dog, yet 
the hip joint laxities (looseness) in each view look 
very different. Notice that the hips in the distraction 
view appear to be much looser than they do in the 
hip-extended view. On average the distraction view 
has been shown to reveal 2.5 - 11 times more hip lax-
ity (depending on breed) than the hip-extended view. 
Also the PennHIP method can measure the laxity of a 
hip joint with greater precision than the hip-extended 
method. The degree of hip joint laxity, as measured by 
the PennHIP method, has been shown to be the most 
important risk factor in determining whether a dog 
is prone to developing CHD.

 To summarize, the PennHIP method:
 Obtains DJD readings from the standard hip-extended 
view 
 Obtains hip joint congruity readings from the com-
pression view 
 Obtains quantitative measurements of hip joint laxity 
from the distraction view 
For more information about Penn-Hip contact your 
vet.
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Ever hunted ruffed grouse?

If not, this is the year to start.

The tasty, fast-flying forest 
game bird is at high population 
levels. This means opportunities to 
see and harvest grouse are about 
as good as they get.

And when they get good in 
Minnesota, they are the absolute 
best in the nation. Minnesota, which 
offers more than 11 million acres of 
public hunting land, often has the 
highest ruffed grouse harvest in 
the country. In fact, Minnesota is to 
grouse hunting what South Dakota 
is to pheasant hunting.

So, if you aren’t hunting ruffed 
grouse, you are really missing out 
on the best upland bird hunting in 
the state.

Here is some practical infor-
mation to get you on your way:

* The season opens Saturday, 
Sept. 17, and runs through Sunday, 
Jan. 1, 2012. The daily limit is five 
and the possession limit is 10.

* You’ll need a small game 
license, 12- or 20-gauge shotgun 
(preferably with an open choke) 
and No. 71⁄2 target or field loads.

* Round out your equipment 
needs with a blaze orange hat 
and vest, a comfortable pair of 
boots, a pair of gloves and shoot-
ing glasses.

Grouse Hunting

This is a great year to start 
hunting grouse

By Jay Johnson

* Next, you’ll need to locate a 
general area to hunt. Top counties 
in the state include Aitkin, Cass, 
Itasca, St. Louis, Beltrami and 
Koochiching. Still, there are qual-
ity hunting opportunities across 
much of the northern half of the 
state. Grouse are also available in 
the heavily forested portions of 
southeastern Minnesota.

* Once you decide on the gen-
eral area you plan to hunt, search 
the internet (you can find hunter 
walking trails, wildlife manage-
ment area maps and other useful 
grouse information on the DNR 
website.

* Talk to the DNR area wildlife 
office or visit the county court-
house to view a plat book that 
identifies lands open to public 
hunting.

* Once you’ve pinpointed a 
hunting area focus on the best 
available habitat; ruffed grouse 
prefer young forests, especially 
the subtle transitional seams and 
edges of these forests.

* As a rule, try to find places 
where the tree size at their base 
is between the diameter of your 
wrist and your calf. Trees of this 
size will be between 15-30 feet 
high. The type of tree although 
important, is less important than 
the size and how close they are 
together.

* Try to hunt areas where aspen 
are present and avoid areas that 

are solid conifers. While you may 
find grouse in such cover, your 
chances of getting a shot at them 
is slim.

* Trails that run through cover 
are great places to start. Remem-
ber, grouse often relate to edges 
and a trail provides two edges. 
Grouse are often drawn to trails to 
feed on clover and forbs and ingest 
gravel for digestion.

* If you intend to hunt without 
a dog, have your hunting partners 
assist in a “partridge push.” This 
tactic involves having one hunter 
20 yards into the cover on the left 
of the trail and one hunter the 
same distance to the right of the 
trail. The third hunter positions on 
the trail and serves as the “push 
coordinator.” The hunting team 
proceeds slowly down the trail 
stopping briefly every 50 steps or 
so. The push coordinators job is to 
make sure that the team members 
stay abreast of each other and no 
one get’s themselves in an unsafe 
position. Constant communication 
between team members is the key 
to maintaining a safe and produc-
tive hunting experience.

* If the piece of woods you are 
hunt has no trails, then look for 
any other type of edge or seam. 
These could include swamp edges, 
field edges and edges where two 
different tree types or sizes come 
together. You can hunt these areas 
much the same way as you would 
a trail but the walking will be more 
difficult. Hunting with a team in 
an area without trails makes it 
more difficult to work together 
and stay in a safe position. Be extra 
conscious of safety.

Hunting linear cover like trails, 
seams and edges is a great way to 
begin your journey grouse hunt-
ing. Always remember to be sure 
of your target and what is beyond 
before taking the shot.
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Iowa’s first new hunting 
season since turkey season was 
added in the 1970s, dove sea-
son is expected to attract about 
20,000 resident hunters when it 
opens Sept. 1. 

Hunters may use lead shot 
unless they are hunting on a 
Wildlife Management Area that 
requires nontoxic shot to hunt 
all species except deer or tur-
key, listed on p. 16 of the 2011-
12 Iowa Hunting and Trapping 
Regulations.  Hunting regula-
tions can be found online.

Since mourning doves are 
listed as a migratory game 
bird, hunters must register 
with the Harvest Informa-
tion Program (HIP) before 
hunting. Dove hunters can 
register with HIP when they 
buy their small game hunting 
license or by calling 1-855-242-
3683 or by going to https://
jc.activeoutdoorsolutions.com/
ia_customer/app/goHome.do 
to register.

The Iowa DNR has a web-
page with resources and laws 
covering dove hunting at:

http://www.iowadnr.gov/
Hunting/MigratoryGame-
Birds/MourningDoves.aspx

Dove Hunting

Season: Sept. 1 – Nov. 9

Shooting Hours: One-half 
hour before sunrise to sunset

License requirements: Small 
game license and habitat fee. 
The federal and state migratory 
game bird fee is not required to 
hunt doves in Iowa.

Federal Migratory Game 
Law Requirements: Hunters 
must register with the Harvest 
Information Program (HIP) 
before hunting doves. Shotguns 
must be plugged to hold no 
more than three shells; hunters 
cannot use live birds as decoys, 
or recorded or electronically 
amplified bird calls, imitations 
or sounds.  There is no hunting 
over baited fields.

Bag Limits: Daily limit of 15 
and possession limit of 30

Where to hunt: Mourning 
doves prefer feeding on open 
ground and eat a variety of 
seeds and grains.  Look for 
doves near low-standing or 
harvested crops mixed with 
bare soil areas or along field 
edges; near pastures, recent-
ly mowed native grasses or 
hayfields, sunflower fields or 

newly seeded CRP lands with 
areas of bare or open ground 
and near watering holes with 
bare shorelines.

Many DNR wildlife man-
agement areas have established 
plantings that will attract doves. 
A list is available at www.iow-
adnr.gov under the “Hunting” 
tab.

Gun Choice: Any gauge or 
type of shotgun will work well, 
but 20 and 12 gauges are most 
popular. An open to moderate 
choke will increase a shooter’s 
chance of success. Shots are 
typically 35 yards or less.

Ammo Choice: The pre-
ferred loads are #7-1/2 or #8 
in lead shot or #7 or #6 in non-
toxic shot. There are a number 
of wildlife management areas 
that require nontoxic shot for 
hunting all species except deer 
and turkey.  Those areas are 
listed on p. 16 in the 2011-12 
Iowa Hunting and Trapping 
Regulations.

Hunting Tips: Doves are 
more active in mornings and 
evenings and this is often the 
best time to hunt. Set up along 
a fencerow or other cover near 
food sources or water, wear 
camouflage and bring a bucket 
to sit on and to carry gear and 
doves.

Dove Hunting 101: What to 
Know Before You Go

Dove Hunting
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Talk about Shells

A Talk With Charlie Wright A 
Master Shot Shell Loader

By Dennis Guldan

Next to your dog, gun  
and boots perhaps the  
most important invest-

ment a bird hunter makes in their 
sport is ammunition. This issue we 
sat down with an old friend and 
master shotgun shell loader Charlie 
Wright. 

Ammunition many times is an 
after thought when hunting. In fact 
many a time you may have left for 
the hunt and decided to buy ammo 
at a local gas station on the way.  
Besides a shotgun shell is simply a 
primer, hull, powder, wad and shot. 
Under that reasoning a truck is but a 
vehicle, I think we all know better.

Well spent an hour or so with 
Charlie Wright and you may take 
a different view of one of the most 
important tools we all use in the 
hunt.

I have known and have been a 
friend of Charlie since 1992 when 
we met each other at Game Fair in 
Anoka, MN.  Charlie started, owns 
and is the only employee… Charlie 
will tell you his wife Marilyn is the 
boss… of Unique Shot Shells Inc. 
of Newport, MN just south of St 
Paul. 

Unique Shot Shells Inc. is in 
the business of providing shotgun 
shells and dog training poppers for 
the bird hunting and dog training 
public. Charlie has been making 
unique quality shot shells for some 
30 years. This might be considered 
his second passion after training 

dogs and judging field trials and 
hunt tests, which he has been doing 
even longer, then loading shells.

Charlie’s specialty is working 
with unique loads for his shells. He 
works with steel, copper, lead, heavi-
shot and some more unusual loads 
too. One of his specialties is creating 
shells for dog training called “pop-
pers.” But Charlie’s poppers are 
different then most poppers. For 
safety poppers do not contain shot. 
To fill the void many manufacturers 
have added plastic. But plastic has 
no place in a dog training area so 

Charlie Wright Master Shot Shell Loader

Photo By Dennis Guldan
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Charlie being environmentally con-
cerned, fills his shells with  ground 
up corn cobs, which is actually 
GOOD for the environment. For 
Pheasants Forever he even filled 
some with prairie grass seed. 

Charlie is in continual develop-
ment mode. It is not unusual for him 
to put two or three size and types 
of shot in a shot shell. So the same 
shell can be used to shoot waterfowl 
AND pheasant. Cause we all have 
been hunting for one bird only to be 
surprised by the other. He doesn’t 
always know why what he creates 
works, but his testing proves that it 
does. He believes in a multi-size shot 
load the large shot perhaps paves the 
way through the air for the smaller 
shot to draft and extend its range.

Unlike some of the great ammo 
testing labs, Charlie uses simpler 
methods of testing. He uses a piece 
of 1/8”plywood to simulate a bird 
and it’s feathers to determine accu-
rate kill range of a load. He recom-
mends we should be shooting our 
birds at about 45 yards and designs 
for that. Not to say that some do 
not shoot twice or three times that 
distance.

One of the stranger things Char-
lie does is his “Final Hunt” loads. 
What do you do with your best 
dog after it has gone to the here 
after? Many bury their dogs, some 
have them cremated and spread, as 
they desire. But Charlie offers the 
option to have your dog’s ashes 
loaded into shot shells along with 
the shot of your choice and used for 
the dogs “final hunt.” Perhaps not 
more fitting end is there for a great 
dogs life.

Charlie also does research on 
wad construction. Most wads look 
pretty much the same. Charlie does 
nothing pretty much he same as 
everyone else. One of the factors 
affecting the muzzle speed of shot is 
the speed of the wad. Or how much 
does the wad “slow” the shot. Well 

to reduce that slowing Charlie uses a 
wad with a serrated edge so there is 
less then 50% the surface area slow-
ing the round. It generates a faster 
load, when that is desired.

So what are these high quality 
shot shells going to cost you? Well 
the way gas is going, less then the gas 
you use to run dogs or go on a hunt. 
You’ll pay $17.50 a 25 round box for 
his game shells and $7.50 a 25 round 
box, 20 boxes to a case for his eco-
friendly dog training poppers.

If you want to order a box or 
want more information or just BS 
with a great guy give Charlie a call 
at 800-696-5468 or visit his web-
site at www.uniqueshotshells.com 
you’ll be glad you did.

Dennis Guldan the publisher 
of Bird Dog & Retriever News hails 
from New Brighton. MN

Popper filled with 
ground-up corn cobs

Photo By Dennis Guldan

Have an article or an adv 
for the Dec/Jan issue? 

The deadline is Nov 1st.
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News From The Enemy Camp And Good Guys

  

Authentic Taxidermy
5764 Bavaria Avenue

Parma, OH 44129 
(440) 888-0535 

  www.authentictaxidermyohio.

Order today via web-site or call

Dog Head Decorations
“Preserve the Precious Memories of Your Dog”

• Decorate your home with a dog head that is  custom painted to look like your dog.

• This item can be used as an urn or a wall decoration.

• The urn is accessible from the back of the head 

• The dog head can have an open or closed mouth.

• Dog species presently available are: Black, Chocolate,    
   and Yellow Labs; German Shorthaired and English 
   Pointers. Other species are considered special order.

• Most species of farm-raised game birds are available.

• Customers may supply their own game bird.

• Allow 60-90 days for delivery. Except for special orders.

The estimated 50,000 or 
more Wisconsin waterfowl 
hunters whose favorite hunt-
ing partner has four legs, a tail, 
and doesn’t mind swimming 
in cold water may want to take 
some precautions against their 
friend coming down with seri-
ous illness from ingesting water 
containing potentially toxic 
blue-green algae.

“Working together with 
dogs is part of a long and rich 
tradition for many waterfowl 
hunters,” said Kent Van Horn, 
DNR Migratory Game Bird 
Ecologist. “Sometimes, care of 
these furry hunting companions 
requires extra awareness. While 
not widespread, potential toxic-
ity from blue-green algae is still 
a concern for waterfowl hunt-
ing dogs.”

Recent cases included three 
Wisconsin dog deaths from 
blue-green algae poisoning re-
ported in 2008, two in 2009, and 
thankfully none in 2010.

With about 80,000 water-
fowl hunters, Wisconsin has 
the third highest number of wa-

terfowl hunters in the country. 
About 60 percent of Wisconsin 
waterfowl hunters use dogs to 
retrieve their harvested ducks 
and geese.

What is commonly referred 
to as blue-green algae are actu-

ally cyanobacteria, microscopic 
organisms that are true bacte-
ria. They are present in all lakes, 
marshes, ponds and ditches 
across Wisconsin but live un-
recognized except for when 
the right conditions develop 
and the cyanobacteria grow 
quickly, creating “blooms” 
across the water surface that 
look like paint, thick scum, or 
“pea soup.” When blooms oc-
cur, cyanobacteria can release 
toxins that can cause illness and 
even death in many animals 
ingesting them, including dogs 
and humans. While blooms of 
blue-green algae occur most 
frequently in summer, blooms 
have been observed in Wis-
consin in fall and winter. Dur-
ing the fall waterfowl hunting 
season, toxic bloom conditions 

Blue green algae a threat to 
hunting dogs

WI DNR
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can develop on warm fall days 
or on lakes that are in fall turn 
over.

Cyanobacteria “bloom den-
sities” can develop in surface 
waters with high concentra-
tions of nutrients, particularly 
phosphorus. Blooms tend to 
grow when there is a lot of sun-
light, the temperature is warm, 
the water is shallow and there 
is little wind. Sometimes when 
the wind kicks up, blue-green 
algae will pile up on the wind-
ward side of the lake.

Hunters should be on the 
lookout for the following condi-
tions in the field: a green “pea 
soup” appearance, surface wa-
ter blooms that are green, blue, 
red, or brown in color, or foamy 

scum layers, mats or blobs.

Hunters should adhere to 
the following advice of the 
Wisconsin Veterinary Medical 
Association to help protect their 
dog’s health:

    * Provide a good supply of 
clean fresh water for your dog 
to drink while hunting.

    * Don’t let dogs submerse 
themselves in water that has a 
bloom.

    * If your dog does get in 
water with a bloom, wash your 
dog thoroughly before it starts 
to groom or lick itself.

    * Be sure to wear gloves 
when you wash your dog and 
avoid direct contact with any 
“algae” present. 

After potential exposure, 
watch your dog for signs of 
lethargy, loss of appetite, vomit-
ing, diarrhea or even seizures. 
If your animal shows any of 
these symptoms contact your 
veterinarian immediately. More 
information on blue-green al-
gae in Wisconsin can be found 
on the Blue-Green Algae In 
Wisconsin Waters page of the 
DNR website and [blue-green 
algae page of the Department of 
Health website (exit DNR).

FOR MORE INFORMA-
TION CONTACT: Kent Van 
Horn, DNR Migratory Game 
Bird ecologist (608) 266-8841: 
Gina LaLiberte DNR research 
scientist (608) 221-5377
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News from the Non-profits

DU encourages 
waterfowl enthusiasts 
to “Double Up” for the 

ducks
New campaign aims to show 

Congress that hunters and oth-
ers support an increase

Ducks Unlimited is asking 
duck hunters and other water-
fowl enthusiasts to “double up 
for the ducks” by purchasing 
two federal duck stamps this 
year.

“The federal duck stamp 
has been an important tool in 
waterfowl habitat conserva-
tion for 77 years, but its ability 
to purchase and conserve im-
portant waterfowl habitat has 
been greatly diminished by in-
flation and rising land prices,” 
DU CEO Dale Hall said. “The 
purpose of the ‘Double Up 
for the Ducks’ campaign is to 
show that hunters support the 
program and are willing to pay 
more for the duck stamp in or-
der to conserve waterfowl habi-
tat. We view the duck stamp as 
an investment in conservation, 
not as a tax on hunters.” 

by 64 percent since 1991. 

    * In 1991, revenue from 
the duck stamp enabled the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to 
acquire 89,000 acres of habitat 
for the National Wildlife Ref-
uge System at an average cost 
of $306 per acre. In 2010, the 
USFWS was able to acquire 
only 32,000 acres because land 
values had tripled to an average 
of $1,091 per acre. 

Ducks Unlimited supports 
efforts to ensure that the invest-
ment waterfowl hunters have 
made to protect waterfowl 
habitat over the last 77 years is 
sustained into the future. And 
it is up to duck hunters and all 
who enjoy wetlands and water-
fowl to continue the conserva-
tion legacy of the federal duck 
stamp. For these reasons, Ducks 
Unlimited supports legisla-
tion that would immediately 
increase the price of the stamp 
from $15 to $25, which would 
allow the program’s revenues 
to keep pace with inflation. 

“Increasing the price of the 
duck stamp will take an act of 
Congress,” DU Chief Conser-
vation Officer Paul Schmidt 
said. “To get Congress to act, 
waterfowl hunters must show 
their elected officials that their 
constituents care about conser-
vation issues. The increased 
sales that will occur when hunt-
ers ‘double up’ on duck stamps 
will help conserve more habitat 
and also show Congress that 
hunters are serious about this 
issue.” 

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-

This effort is part of a larger 
campaign currently being led 
by Ducks Unlimited to increase 
the price of the federal duck 
stamp. Since 1934, the Federal 
Migratory Bird Hunting and 
Conservation Stamp, common-
ly known as the federal duck 
stamp, has added more than 
5.3 million acres of waterfowl 
habitat in all 50 states to the 
National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem. The program is a highly 
efficient way for waterfowl 
hunters to invest in the future 
of their sport by conserving 
habitat; 98 cents out of every 
dollar is spent to acquire land 
and protect waterfowl habitat. 
Additionally, acquiring land 
under the National Wildlife 
Refuge System not only ex-
pands habitat protection, but 
also expands hunting opportu-
nities and access. 

While the federal duck 
stamp has proved a valuable 
conservation tool, its buying 
power has not kept pace with 
inflation. The cost of the stamp 
has not increased since 1991, 
marking the longest period in 
the program’s history without 
a price increase. Simply put, $15 
is not what it used to be: 

    * Based on the Consumer 
Price Index, the stamp would 
need to cost $24.26 today to 
have the same buying power 
that $15 had in 1991. 

    * The total buying power 
of the duck stamp has decreased 
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nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres, 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow 
and forever. Visit the DU web-
site, www.ducks.org for more 
information.

Emily Tyner

202-347-1530

etyner@ducks.org

DU Acquires Prime 
Breeding Ground 

Habitat in Montana
As part of ongoing efforts to 

conserve intact prairie pothole 
habitat, Ducks Unlimited and 
its foundation, Wetlands Amer-
ica Trust, recently acquired a 
2,158-acre complex of grassland 
and wetland habitat in north-
central Montana’s “Hi-Line.” 
Known locally as the Wingert 
Place, the ranch is a prime 
example of short-grass prairie 
and seasonal wetland habitat. 
More than 200 acres of seasonal 
prairie pothole wetlands are 
scattered throughout the ranch 
and will provide quality migra-
tion and breeding habitat for a 
variety of waterfowl and other 
bird species.

“This was a unique op-
portunity to conserve some 
of Montana’s best remaining 
grassland and wetland habi-
tats,” said Bob Sanders, DU’s 
manager of conservation pro-
grams for Montana. “The ranch 
has almost 10 percent wetland 
cover, which is extremely high 
for this part of the Prairie Pot-
hole Region.”

The Henderson family initi-
ated the conversation last Octo-
ber when they called Sanders 
to ask if DU was interested in 
buying land. “Many people 
don’t realize that DU often ac-
cepts donations of land and will 
sometimes purchase properties 
with high waterfowl habitat 
values,” Sanders said. “Thank-
fully, we were able to work 
with the Henderson family 
and everything came together 
to conserve this well-managed 
piece of prairie habitat.” 

DU plans to keep the ranch 
in livestock grazing and will ex-
plore a variety of conservation 
options to ensure the grassland 
and wetland values of the ranch 
are perpetuated. 

“Cattle grazing is a key 
component of these systems, 
and we will continue to have 
the land in grass-based agricul-
ture,” Sanders said. “A strong 
local ranching economy is vital 
to local communities and to the 
conservation of waterfowl and 
other wildlife species.” 

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 

habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres, 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow and 
forever.

Becky Jones Mahlum

701-355-3507

bjonesmahlum@ducks.org

As Budget Talks 
Continue, the Future 

Remains Uncertain for 
Waterfowl

Two Meetings, One Day, Big 
Decisions for Proven Habitat 
Program

 On July 6, two key meet-
ings will impact the future of 
the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act (NAWCA). 
One will recommend projects 
that should receive NAWCA 
funding. The other will deter-
mine whether federal funds 
will be available for the work 
to take place.

In a Wyoming meeting, 
nine members of the North 
American Wetlands Conserva-
tion Council will decide which 
of the 35 submitted proposals 
should be recommended to 
the Migratory Bird Conserva-
tion Commission for NAWCA 
funding. This is the first round 
of proposals submitted for 2012 
funding.
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That same day, in Wash-
ington, D.C., members of the 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Interior, Environment and Re-
lated Agencies subcommittee 
on appropriations will vote to 
determine how much, if any, 
federal funds will be appropri-
ated for NAWCA.

“For 22 years NAWCA has 
made a positive impact not only 
on wetlands and waterfowl, 
but also on jobs, the economy, 
and communities,” said Dale 
Hall, Chief Executive Officer of 
Ducks Unlimited. “NAWCA’s 
conservation projects create 
jobs for construction workers, 
engineers and scientists. They 
create habitat for wildlife, and 
opportunities for people to 
hunt, fish and enjoy the out-
doors. However, if Congress 
chooses to significantly cut 
NAWCA funding or eliminate 
the program entirely, valuable 
jobs and waterfowl habitat will 
be lost.”

NAWCA is a worthwhile 
investment in tough econom-
ic times because it provides 
matching grants to organiza-
tions and individuals partner-
ing to conserve wetlands. On 
average, non-federal partners 
contribute $3.20 for every fed-
eral dollar invested in NAWCA. 
Since its inception in 1989, the 
program has helped conserve 
25 million acres of habitat across 
North America. It’s one of the 
most popular and cost-effective 
conservation programs in his-
tory, yet in recent budget talks, 
Congress has proposed severe 
cuts to NAWCA funding.

“Sportsmen need to get 
upset about these cuts which 
are far more drastic than cuts 
made to other programs. These 
cuts could imperil waterfowl 
populations and the future of 
our waterfowling hunting tra-
ditions,” said Hall. “Conserva-
tion in America pays for itself 
through the economic return 
from hunters, anglers and out-
door enthusiasts. Outdoorsmen 
and women spend $76 billion a 
year on equipment and licenses 
that support our economy 
and fund future conservation 
work, as well as the return of 
more revenues to the Treasury 
through direct income taxes 
than is appropriated annu-
ally for this purpose. It would 
be a mistake to cripple such 
a cornerstone to our nation’s 
natural resources, economy and 
culture.”

Many of the projects slated 
for consideration by the Council 
on July 6 are located in Montana 
and the Dakotas, part of the 
prairie pothole region where 
the majority of North America’s 
waterfowl breed each year. 
There are also proposals to 
conserve key wetlands in South 
Carolina, Texas, Ohio, Maine 
and Michigan. Other states 
with proposed projects include 
California, Oregon, Missouri, 
Iowa, Washington, Virginia and 
North Carolina.

Typically,  the Council 
recommends which projects 
should receive funding, and 
then members of the Migratory 
Bird Conservation Commis-
sion make the final decision in 
September. This year, however, 

it’s not just the projects, but the 
entire NAWCA program that 
hangs in the balance of Con-
gressional decisions.

“Ducks Unlimited is encour-
aging sportsmen and women to 
contact their members of Con-
gress and voice strong support for 
NAWCA,” said Hall. “This pro-
gram is too important to lose.”

For more information on 
NAWCA and other Ducks 
Unlimited public policy ef-
forts, visit www.ducks.org/
NAWCA.

In order to ensure NAW-
CA’s funding is not eliminated 
in FY 2012, Ducks Unlimited 
is conducting a campaign to 
highlight the importance of 
NAWCA’s conservation efforts 
and its economic benefits. DU 
encourages its members to ask 
their senators and representa-
tives to support funding for 
NAWCA in Fiscal Year 2012.

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow, 
and forever.

Laura Houseal

(901) 487-9027

lhouseal@ducks.org
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CRP Habitat Loss Major 
Contributor to 46 Percent 
Decline in SD Pheasant 

Numbers
SD pheasant numbers still 

tops in nation, but habitat loss 
is cause for concern

Continuous CRP practices 
help create wildlife habitat, 
acres that would otherwise be 
susceptible to conversion.

Continuous CRP practices 
help create wildlife habitat, 
acres that would otherwise be 
susceptible to conversion.

South Dakota’s annual 
pheasant brood survey results 
are in, revealing a 46 percent 
decrease in the pheasants-per-
mile index from last year. While 
the hard winter of 2010-2011 
didn’t do ringnecks any favors, 
Pheasants Forever says the 
more troubling statistic is the 
25 percent loss in Conserva-
tion Reserve Program (CRP) 
acreage in the state since 2007, 
a loss that finally appears to be 
catching up to the state’s overall 
pheasant population.

land slated to expire in the next 
five years, Nomsen says it’s 
imperative pheasant hunters 
and conservationists speak up 
in support of the heralded land 
conservation program in the 
upcoming federal Farm Bill de-
bate. “Right now, the landscape 
of South Dakota is ground zero 
for conservation. Anyone who’s 
enjoyed the phenomenal pheas-
ant hunting in South Dakota 
the last decade can thank the 
Conservation Reserve Program. 
Now it’s time to give back and 
let federal policy makers know 
how strongly we feel about 
protecting upland habitat.” 
Nomsen added, “Additionally, 
the use of targeted CRP SAFE 
acres is part of the solution right 
now, but unfortunately USDA 

Much like pheasant habitat in the Midwest, 
sagebrush habitat in the western U.S. is rap-
idly being lost.

CRP grassland 
habitat is essential 
for pheasant produc-
tion, and enrollment 
in South Dakota has 
declined from 1.56 
million acres in 2007 
to the current 1.17 
million acres. Ac-
cording to the South 
Dakota Game, Fish 
and Parks Depart-
ment, that reduction 
equates to more than 
600 square miles 
of grassland habi-
tat. Comparatively, 
pheasant numbers 
in the state are now 
41 percent lower 
than the average of 
the past 10 years, 
a period that rep-
resented a modern 
historical high.

“Even South Dakota, the 
crown jewel of pheasant habi-
tat and pheasant hunting, is 
not immune to the devastating 
effects of large-scale upland 
habitat loss,” says Dave Nom-
sen, Pheasants Forever’s Vice 
President of Government Af-
fairs and a lifelong pheasant 
hunter who visits South Dakota 
each autumn. “We knew this 
day was coming when impor-
tant pheasant habitats provided 
by the cover in Conservation 
Reserve Program fields were 
lost,” Jeff Vonk, Secretary of 
the South Dakota Game, Fish 
and Parks Department, said 
in his agency’s 2011 Pheasant 
Outlook.

With an additional 500,000-
plus acres of South Dakota CRP 
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has not addressed this need 
in South Dakota by allocating 
additional acres even when 
the state’s landowners have 
shown continued demand for 
the practice.”

Despite a steep decline in 
this year’s index, South Dakota 
still boasts the highest pheas-
ant population in the country. 
“A poor year by South Dakota 
standards is an excellent year 
anywhere else, so pheasant 
hunters do need to put these 
percentages in perspective,” 
Nomsen said. “All things con-
sidered, pheasant numbers in 
much of the traditional pheas-
ant range of the state are still 
good despite the declines in the 
counts,” Vonk said, “Much of 
South Dakota will continue to 
provide a premier opportunity 
to hunt pheasants.” Even with 
extremely unfavorable weather 
conditions and loss of CRP 
lands, South Dakota’s pheasant 
abundance is still comparable to 
levels of the 1990s-early 2000s 
when the overall pheasant har-
vest averaged a respectable 1.2 
million birds annually.

Pheasants Forever, includ-
ing its quail conservation di-
vision, Quail Forever, is the 
nation’s largest nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to upland 
habitat conservation. Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever have 
more than 130,000 members 
and 700 local chapters across 
the United States and Canada. 
Chapters are empowered to 
determine how 100 percent of 
their locally raised conserva-
tion funds are spent - the only 
national conservation organiza-

tion that operates through this 
truly grassroots structure.

Anthony Hauck (651) 209-
4972 AHauck@pheasantsfor-
ever.org

MN Upland Bird Day 
Offers Adult and Youth 

Beginners a Hunting 
How-To

With grouse populations 
near their peak and new oppor-
tunities for pheasant on Walk-
In Access land coming this fall, 
adults and youth interested in 
learning how to hunt upland 
birds are invited to a hands-on 
clinic from 1-5 p.m. on Satur-
day, Sept. 10, at the Dakota 
County Gun Club.

Upland Bird Day is a joint 
event of the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources 
(DNR), Dakota County Gun 
Club and Pheasants Forever. 
The event is open to men and 
women and children ages 10 
and older accompanied by a 
guardian. The program is free 
but registration is required.

“Upland bird day is a new 
outreach effort,” said Linda 
Bylander, an outreach program 
coordinator for the DNR. “It 
is tailored to those who have 
not yet hunted upland birds 
or have limited experience.” 
Participants will learn about 
grouse and pheasant biology 
and management before rotat-
ing through hands-on learning 
stations. Participants will learn 
how to hunt a field with or 
without a dog, as well as how 
to how find hunting land. They 

will also shoot and pattern a 
shotgun, observe a field hunt 
and learn how to care for hunt-
ing dogs.

Registration is limited for 
this free class. Call Linda By-
lander at 218-833-8628 or email 
her at linda.bylander@state.
mn.us to register.

Anthony Hauck (651) 209-
4972 AHauck@pheasantsfor-
ever.org

Pheasants Forever 
Adding Weight to 

National Sage-Grouse 
Initiative

“The Habitat Organization” 
signs on to help habitat for 
iconic western upland game 
bird

Much like pheasant habitat 
in the Midwest, sagebrush habi-
tat in the western U.S. is rapidly 
being lost.

Much like pheasant habitat 
in the Midwest, sagebrush habi-
tat in the western U.S. is rapidly 
being lost.

Pheasants Forever is adding 
organizational support to the 
USDA Natural Resources Con-
servation Service’s (NRCS) ag-
gressive Sage-Grouse Initiative. 
The Intermountain West Joint 
Venture (IWJV) has received $4 
million in funding from NRCS 
to strengthen the implementa-
tion of that initiative through 
partnerships. In turn, Pheasants 
Forever has been selected to 
manage the majority of those 
funds and additional federal 
funds from the U.S. Fish and 
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Wildlife Service to build field 
delivery, scientific knowledge, 
as well as communications 
capacity for the Sage-Grouse 
Initiative.

Last year, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service determined 
the sage-grouse as warranted 
for listing as a threatened spe-
cies under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA). In an effort 
to avoid the significant rami-
fications associated with ESA 
listing, NRCS launched the 
Sage-Grouse Initiative - a bold 
effort including many partners 
to achieve spatially targeted, 
landscape-scale sage-grouse 
habitat conservation - using 
Farm Bill conservation pro-
grams. In keeping with NRCS’ 
original mission, the initiative 
aims to conserve sage-grouse 
populations through support of 
sustainable ranching in areas of 
critical sagebrush habitat.

The IWJV, a public-private 
partnership that coordinates bird 
conservation in the Intermoun-
tain West, has received the funds 
through an Interagency Agree-
ment between NRCS and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. In turn, 
the IWJV is entering into a Coop-
erative Agreement with Pheasants 
Forever to help facilitate fiscal 
administration and partnership-
based implementation of the Sage-
Grouse Initiative. “Because of our 
expertise in upland bird conserva-
tion through Farm Bill programs 
and habitat restoration, Pheasants 
Forever is a perfect match to help 
bring the sage-grouse back from 
the brink,” said Howard Vincent, 
Pheasants Forever’s President and 
CEO.”

Sagebrush-steppe habitat is 
critical to some of the most impor-
tant and at-risk wildlife species in 
the Intermountain West, includ-
ing the iconic sage-grouse. Today, 
sagebrush habitat is rapidly be-
ing lost, degraded or fragmented 
by residential and commercial 
subdivisions, tillage agriculture, 
energy development, conifer 
encroachment and catastrophic 
wildfires. To help, the Sage-Grouse 
Initiative is providing funding to 
establish 17 range conservationist 
and wildlife biologist positions for 
three years in areas where human 
capital is the only thing limiting 
Sage-Grouse Initiative implemen-
tation.

“This is a classic example of 
cooperative conservation, where 
numerous partners came together 
to assist with funds to put trained 
professionals on the ground to 
deliver the Sage-Grouse Initia-
tive,” said Sam Lawry, Pheasants 
Forever’s Western Farm Bill Coor-
dinator. “I am excited that Pheas-
ants Forever can be a part of this 
national conservation effort, and 
expand the delivery of Farm Bill 
conservation programs in the 
West.”

The Sage-Grouse 
Initiative

The Sage-Grouse Initiative 
targets program delivery with-
in high sage grouse abundance 
centers or ‘core areas’ to help 
maintain large and intact graz-
ing lands. This new ‘conserva-
tion triage’ approach enables 
NRCS to prioritize conservation 
program implementation in the 
right places to expect a positive 
sage grouse population-level 
response. In FY 2010, 40,000 
acres of encroached conifers 
were contracted for removal, 

improving forage available 
for livestock and wildlife. By 
year’s end, the Sage-Grouse 
Initiative will implement im-
proved grazing systems on 
2,600 square miles of large and 
intact sagebrush grasslands, an 
area equivalent to 2,200 football 
fields conserved every day.
The Intermountain West 

Joint Venture (IWJV)
The IWJV is a partnership 

of state and federal agencies, 
non-governmental conservation 
organizations and corporations 
delivering bird habitat conserva-
tion across parts of 11 states in the 
Intermountain West. The IWJV’s 
value-added approach to conser-
vation is realized by linking con-
tinental bird population objectives 
to habitats at eco-regional and 
local scales and bringing partners 
together to invest strategically 
and financially in science-based 
conservation delivery.

About Pheasants Forever

Pheasants Forever, including 
its quail conservation division, 
Quail Forever, is the nation’s 
largest nonprofit organization 
dedicated to upland habitat con-
servation. Pheasants Forever and 
Quail Forever have more than 
130,000 members and 700 local 
chapters across the United States 
and Canada. Chapters are empow-
ered to determine how 100 percent 
of their locally raised conservation 
funds are spent - the only national 
conservation organization that 
operates through this truly grass-
roots structure.

Anthony Hauck (651) 209-4972 
AHauck@pheasantsforever.org
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News From The AKC

FDA Announces 
Availability of a Limited 

Supply of Immiticide 
Heartworm Drug 
Would only Be for 

Dogs in Urgent Need of 
Treatment

The Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) announced to-
day a plan to address concerns 
regarding the supply of Me-
rial’s Immiticide (melarsomine 
dihydrochloride), a product 
used to treat heartworm infec-
tion in dogs. FDA is allowing 
Merial to import limited quan-
tities of Immiticide from their 
European supplier, which is the 
approved source of the product 
for international markets. The 
measure is temporary, while 
Merial works out technical 
issues in the plant where Im-
miticide is manufactured for 
use in the U.S.

The European supplier has 
a limited amount of Immiticide 
available for importation – a 
quantity that will only satisfy 
a fraction of U.S. demand. As a 
result, veterinarians are being 
asked for their cooperation to 
conserve this limited supply by 
using it only for dogs in most 
urgent need of treatment.

The product will only be 
available directly from Merial 
through a restricted distribu-
tion program and will not be 
available through Merial’s 

distributors or for purchase to 
stock clinic inventory. In ad-
dition, the packaging of the 
imported product is in a format 
intended for other countries 
and does not meet U.S. regula-
tory requirements. Therefore, 
Merial will provide a copy of 
the U.S. Immiticide Package 
Insert with each shipment and 
asks that veterinarians follow 
the prescribing information it 
provides.

Additional details on Me-
rial’s temporary measure to 
import Immiticide can be found 
in their Dear Doctor letter to 
veterinarians.

For questions on how to 
obtain Immiticide, please con-
tact Merial Customer Care at 
1-888-MERIAL-1 (1-888-637-
4251).

AKC and AKC/CHF 
Breeders Symposium 
to be held in St. Paul, 

Minnesota
The American Kennel Club 

and the AKC Canine Health 
Foundation will be present-
ing a Canine Breeder’s Health 
and Education Symposium 
on Saturday, November 5th, 
2011 at the University Of Min-
nesota College Of Veterinary 
Medicine, Pomeroy Student 
Learning Building. Experts in 
Genetics, Canine Nutrition, Ca-
nine Reproduction, along with 
the latest advances in Oncology 

will present on these and other 
relevant topics to breeders, 
experienced and novice. Dog 
breeders are invited to meet, 
learn and share ideas with 
some of the most sought after 
researchers and experts in their 
fields.

For more information:

Ron Rella at (212) 696-8303 
RNR@akc.org

Samantha Wright (888) 682-
969 SJW@akc.org

Input Request on 
Judging Approval 

Process
The Board of Directors of 

the American Kennel Club 
is seeking feedback from the 
fancy regarding the Judging 
Approval Process proposal 
recommended by the ad hoc 
Committee appointed by Board 
of Directors Chairman Ron Me-
naker consisting of Dr. Robert 
D. Smith Chair, Mr. Darrell 
Hayes, Mr. James S. Corbett, Dr. 
Thomas M. Davies, Mr. Robert 
S. Forsyth, Mrs. Rosalind Kraus 
Kramer, Mr. Edd E. Bivin, and 
Mr. James W. Smith.

Those who wish to offer 
their opinion of this proposal 
may do so via email at Judg-
ingApproval@akc.org. All 
feedback must be received by 
Wednesday, October 5, 2011. 
-
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Canine Heroe Honored 
With AKC® Humane 

Fund Awards for Canine 
Excellence (ACE)

Service Dog: “Bingo,” 
a Labrador Retriever 

owned by Konrad 
Feldmann of Liberty 

Township, OH

“Bingo” acts as a service dog 
for Konrad, who has cerebral 
palsy. Since being paired with 
Bingo, Konrad has experienced 
a far more inclusive and wel-
coming attitude in his school 
and community. Whether it’s 
a walk in the neighborhood 
or attendance at a high school 
football game, the team elicits a 
multitude of greetings from the 
many new friends Konrad has 
met through his canine partner. 
The team has also facilitated a 
presentation in a special needs 
classroom and taken part in a 
ribbon cutting ceremony for an 
accessible playground. Konrad 
loves to share his Service dog 
with others. 

OK Update: Licensing 
Deadline Extended to 

October 3

The Oklahoma State Board 
of Commercial Pet Breeders has 
extended its deadline for com-
mercial pet breeder licensing to 
October 3, 2011.

Oklahoma law defines a 
commercial breeder as anyone 
who owns 11 or more intact 
female dogs or cats over the 
age of 6 months “for the use of 
breeding...”

For more information on 
Oklahoma’s commercial breed-
er laws and regulations and to 
obtain licensing information, 
visit the Oklahoma State Board 
of Commercial Pet Breeders’ 
web site at www.ok.gov/pet-
breeders, or contact the board 
at (405) 286-3894.

AMERICAN KENNEL 
CLUB SNIFFS OUT TOP 

5 DETECTION JOBS 
FOR DOGS 

Humans aren’t the only 
ones who work and deserve a 
break. From detecting bombs to 
saving people from wreckages, 
dogs do a number of jobs that 
put their noses to work.

To celebrate dogs this Labor 
Day and the New York City re-
turn of AKC Meet the Breeds® 
– the world’s largest gathering 
of dogs and cats – the American 
Kennel Club (AKC®) names 
the top 5 detection jobs canines 
do and highlights some of the 
breeds that specialize in these 
tasks.

“Dogs go above and be-
yond each and every day, not 
only as beloved family pets, 
but as loyal members of the 
workforce,” said AKC Meet the 
Breeds Spokesperson Gina Di-
Nardo. “From alerting people 
to life threatening situations 
to helping others get a good 
night’s sleep, the AKC is proud 
to honor dogs who help others 
excel at their jobs.”

AKC’s top five detection 
jobs for dogs include:

* Bed bug sniffing. Bed 
bugs became a major problem 
for businesses and homeown-
ers over the past few years, so 
a new employee entered the 
workforce – the dog. With their 
excellent noses, exterminators 
and business owners enlisted 
the dog’s incredible abilities to 
find where bed bugs were hid-
ing so humans could get rid of 
them. Dogs are also vital for 
follow-up, to determine if an 
extermination method worked. 
Today, professional groups 
have established standards in 
bed bug-detector dog training, 
testing, and certification. Breeds 
that are commonly used in bed 
bug detection are Beagles, Lab-
rador Retrievers, and Belgian 
Malinois, among others.

* Search and Rescue. From 
missing persons cases to natu-
ral disasters, dogs have been an 
integral part in finding people 
who are in dire situations. 
Search and rescue (SAR) dogs 
can either use a scent in the air 
or the scent of a specific object 
to find who they’re looking for. 
They can be used in many dif-
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ferent situations, including di-
sasters – such as the earthquake 
in Haiti where dogs found 
people beneath the rubble – 
cadaver searches, drowning 
situations, and avalanches. 
Search and rescue training is a 
rigorous process starting from 
puppyhood. Once training is 
completed, dogs are tested and 
certified by SAR organizations. 
Breeds that most commonly 
work with SAR are German 
Shepherds, Labrador Retriev-
ers, Golden Retrievers, and 
Bloodhounds, among others.

* Explosives detection. Dogs 
have been serving our country 
at home and abroad for many 
years saving lives by warning 
their handlers of explosive 
devices. These canine heroes 
work with the police, Transpor-
tation Security Administration 
(TSA), and military to locate 
dangerous materials. The dogs 
go through an intense training 
course to learn how to locate 
and identify a wide variety of 
explosives and to alert their 
handlers of its presence. Breeds 
that excel in this kind of work 
include the German Shepherd, 
Belgian Malinois, and Vizsla.

* Cancer detection. Believe 
it or not, scientists were able 
to train Labrador Retrievers 
to sniff out cancer in patients’ 
breath by smelling samples 
and sitting down in front of 
the one that was cancerous. 
Cancer cells give off different 
odors than regular cells and 
they change the way a person’s 
breath smells– a dog’s keen 
nose can tell the difference. In 

one case in particular, the Lab 
correctly diagnosed the disease 
98 percent of the time, whereas 
a test that is commonly used 
found the cancer only 10 per-
cent of the time.

* Allergy Alert dogs. Peanut 
allergies can be life threaten-
ing. Stepping up to the job to 
alleviate parents’ fears when 
their kids leave the house are 
a variety of dogs that have the 
uncanny sense to sniff out even 
the slightest trace of peanuts. 
These dogs are trained to detect 
the allergen and its residue at 
schools, during social events, 
and everyday activities and 
alert their owner. Their train-
ing is similar to that of a police 
dog learning to track scents or 
drugs. Breeds that most com-
monly work as allergy alert 
dogs are the Poodle, the Golden 
Retriever, and the Portuguese 
Water Dog.

From the Afghan Hound 
to the Turkish Van, AKC Meet 
the Breeds is the world’s larg-
est showcase of dogs and cats 
and offers pet lovers a unique 
opportunity to play with some 
of the country’s rarest dog and 
cat breeds while educating 
themselves about responsible 
pet ownership and choosing the 
right breed for their lifestyle.  
Presented by PetPartners, Inc., 
this family-friendly event will 
showcase 160 AKC registered 
dog breeds and 50 TICA regis-
tered cat breeds – in booths in-
dividually decorated to depict 
each breed’s country of origin, 
historical purpose/function, 
and attributes as a family pet 
– include fun animal demon-

strations and more than 100 
vendors selling unique holiday 
dog and cat items.

Visit www.meetthebreeds.
com for more information on 
these detection dog breeds, or 
meet them in person at AKC 
Meet the Breeds November 
19th and 20th at the Javits Cen-
ter in New York City. Tickets 
allow admittance for one day 
and can be purchased online 
at www.meetthebreeds.com. 
You can also see these dogs at 
the AKC/Eukanuba National 
Championship December 17th 
and 18th at the Orange County 
Convention Center in Orlando, 
Florida.  
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News from the Enemy camps & the Good Guys

Women Gun Owners 
Depicted in New Book

When it comes to art and 
firearms, we think more about 
gun-making craftsmanship 
than about portraits of firearms 
owners. But we’ve just had our 
thinking expanded.

Portrait  photographer 
Lindsay McCrum’s new book, 
“Chicks with Guns,” is draw-
ing welcome attention to the 
growing number of women 
who own firearms for target 
shooting, hunting, personal 
defense and collecting. It’s not 
your usual gun book.

McCrum’s photographs tell 
a powerful story, just as these 
statistics do: Participation by 
women in target shooting has 
increased 46.5 percent from 
2001 to 2010 and in hunting 
by 36.6 percent in the same pe-
riod, according to the National 
Sporting Goods Association. 
In an NSSF survey of firearms 
retailers, 61% of respondents 
saw an increase in female cus-
tomers in their store in 2010 
over 2009.

Other evidence, too, such as 
the strong turnouts by women 
in concealed carry classes na-
tionwide and in NSSF’s First 
Shots seminars, helps confirm 
this trend. (First Shots introduc-
es newcomers to target shooting 
by providing both a classroom 

overview and supervised live-
fire experience.)

This is nothing new to the 
hunting and shooting commu-
nity, but we think the compel-
ling photographs in “Chicks 
with Guns” will bring the trend 
to life for those less familiar 
with our traditions and our 
pastimes .

The book’s intent is de-
scribed this way: “Because gun 
ownership and shooting cut 
across class, age, occupation, 
background and geography in 
America, guns are resolutely 
democratic. And the women 
depicted in ‘Chicks with Guns’ 
represent this variety. They re-
side in all regions of the country, 
come from all levels of society, 
and participate seriously in di-
verse shooting activities. From 
policewomen to hunters, ranch-
ers to competition shooters, the 
collection of portraits in ‘Chicks 
with Guns’  defies stereotypes 
often associated with aspects 
of the popular culture of both 
guns and women.”

From art houses to hunting 
lodges, McCrum’s book has the 
ability to raise awareness about 
the millions of women who 
own and enjoy using firearms 
safely and responsibly.

All Pa. farmers don’t 
oppose Sunday hunting

A column that ran in this 
week’s Pennsylvania Outdoor 
News addressed the miscon-
ception that farmers through-
out the state oppose Sunday 
Hunting.

According to the Farm Bu-
reau, the overwhelming major-
ity of Keystone State farmers 
oppose allowing more Sunday 
hunting. But increasingly we 
have been hearing from farmers 
across the state who are quietly 
saying that is not true.

    “Why should the state tell 
me what I can do on my own 
land on any given day of the 
week,” said one agricultural 
producer. “It’s my land, and I 
should control it. I don’t need 
the state to forbid hunting on 
Sunday on my property. I can 
handle that myself, if that is 
my choice.

“As a member of the Farm 
Bureau, I will not hesitate to 
tell you that the group is not 
representing my best interest 
as a landowner,” he added. “I 
could not be more opposed to 
the Farm Bureau.”

Most people understand 
that farmers need hunters.  This 
explains why farmers never 
closed off land in other states 
where Sunday hunting bans 
were lifted.

There are also strong eco-
nomic benefits to allowing Sun-
day hunting.  A report released 
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by a coalition of America’s 
leading conservation, sports-
men’s and hunting organiza-
tions has found that removal 
of Sunday hunting restrictions 
would result in an estimated 
8,190 new Pennsylvania jobs. 
The report also notes that these 
jobs would pay more than $245 
million in wages and contribute 
approximately $765 million in 
additional economic activity to 
the state.

If you live in the keystone 
state and care about protect-
ing and preserving the future 
of our hunting traditions, then 
it’s important that you contact 
your elected state officials and 
urge them to support HB 1760, 
which would repeal the old 
blue law still on the books that 
bans Sunday hunting.
Microstamping Threat in 

Massachusetts
ANTI-GUN BILL TO BE 

HEARD IN COMMITTEE . 
. . Once again politicians in 
Boston are more concerned 
about burdening law-abiding 
gun owners and retailers and 
forcing the closure of major 
Massachusetts manufactur-
ers rather than focusing on 
economic problems facing 
the state. State Sen. Anthony 
Petruccelli’s microstamping 
legislation (S.835) will be heard 
in the Joint Judiciary Commit-
tee this Wednesday at 1 p.m. in 
Room A-1. Microstamping is a 
patented, sole-sourced concept 
that independent studies have 
proven to be flawed and easily 
defeated by criminals. Smith 
and Wesson, Kahr Arms and 

Savage Arms and their nearly 
2,000 jobs would be impacted 
by this legislation. The compa-
nies would most likely have to 
abandon the state. The firearms 
industry in Massachusetts con-
tributes more than $1.1 billion 
dollars in economic activity 
yearly. NSSF encourages every-
one in Massachusetts to contact 
members of the Joint Judiciary 
Committee to express opposi-
tion to this legislation.

Victory in Fight to 
Preserve Traditional 

Ammunition
Efforts to protect the rights 

of sportsmen and gun owners 
to use the ammunition of their 
choice received a significant 
boost last week when a fed-
eral judge dismissed part of a 
Center for Biological Diversity 
(CBD) lawsuit. The CBD suit 
challenged the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA) 
denial of a petition to ban tra-
ditional ammunition and lead 
fishing tackle under the Toxic 
Substances Control Act of 1976 
(TSCA). The court ruled it does 
not have jurisdiction over EPA’s 
refusal to regulate traditional 
ammunition because the com-
plaint was not filed within the 
statute of limitations to chal-
lenge the EPA decision. The 
ruling does not apply to the 
lead fishing gear portion of the 
petition.

“This is a great victory for 
industry,” said NSSF Senior 
Vice President and General 
Counsel Lawrence G. Keane. 
“Still, the legal, regulatory and 
legislative threats against tradi-

tional ammunition remain very 
real. This is why it is imperative 
that all sportsmen urge their 
senators and representatives 
to support the Hunting, Fish-
ing and Recreational Shooting 
Sports Protection Act.”

Public Support for 
Hunting Remains 

Strong, NSSF Study 
Shows 

94 Percent Agree with 
‘Right to Hunt’

 As sportsmen and sports-
women prepare to celebrate the 
40th annual National Hunting 
& Fishing Day this Saturday, a 
new study shows that the ma-
jority of Americans continue to 
support hunting.

The scientific telephone sur-
vey of American adults 18 and 
older was conducted in early 
September and commissioned 
by the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, the trade associa-
tion for the firearms, ammuni-
tion, hunting and shooting 
sports industry.

Three-fourths of survey 
respondents (74 percent) said 
they approved of hunting, a 
level of support that has not 
varied by more than a few per-
centage points since 1995. “The 
numbers have been consistent 
over the past two decades,” 
said Mark Damian Duda, ex-
ecutive director of Responsive 
Management, the research firm 
that conducted the study. “Sup-
port for hunting is solid.”
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The new study went a step 
further than previous research, 
however, revealing extraordi-
nary support for the “right to 
hunt.” No matter what their 
opinion about hunting, Ameri-
cans stand firmly behind a 
person’s right to hunt, with 94 
percent agreeing it is “OK for 
other people to hunt if they do 
so legally and in accordance 
with hunting laws and regula-
tions.” Only four percent of 
respondents wanted to strip 
citizens of the right to hunt.

“It’s gratifying to 
see that strong public 
support for our great 
tradition of hunting 
is unwavering,” said 
Steve Sanetti, NSSF 
president and CEO. 
“For many of us, it 
is extremely fulfill-
ing to provide food 
for ourselves and 
our families through 
hunting, even if only 
on a few days a year. 
That’s one of many 
reasons why NSSF 
and others work so 
diligently to protect hunting.”

The survey also revealed 
that Americans have a taste 
for eating what sportsmen 
harvest. Sixty-seven percent 
of respondents indicated they 
have eaten some type of wild 
(non-farm) game meat or fish 
within the last 12 months. This 
finding corresponds to people’s 
growing interest about their 
food sources. Hunters and their 
families have always known 
the benefits of eating healthful, 

hormone-free game meat, and 
now more people are enjoying 
cooking and eating game, with 
some even taking up hunt-
ing because it connects them 
directly with locally acquired, 
sustainable foods.

The survey also revealed 
the public was equally sup-
portive of target shooting, with 
93 percent agreeing that target 
shooting is acceptable.

Survey respondents closely 
matched the age, gender, race 
and region of the American 

population 18 and older. Of the 
hunters in the survey--about 
10 percent--the average age 
was 41. “It remains a goal of 
the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation and the many 
programs it funds to increase 
hunting participation among 
all ages, especially by attract-
ing younger participants and 
former hunters,” said Sanetti. 
“It is they who will carry on this 
great American tradition and 
continue to fund the protection 
of wildlife and habitat.”

The billions of dollars gen-
erated through hunting license 
sales and excise taxes on fire-
arms and ammunition, as well 
as fishing tackle, provide the 
foundation for wildlife conser-
vation efforts in America. Excise 
taxes on firearms and ammuni-
tion sales alone have resulted in 
more than $6.8 billion benefit-
ing conservation through the 
Federal Aid in Wildlife Restora-
tion Act, also known as the Pitt-
man-Robertson Act. One of the 
objectives of National Hunting 
& Fishing Day is to raise aware-

n e s s  o f  t h e 
many contri-
butions sports-
men make in 
this area.

T h e  N a -
tional Shooting 
Sports Founda-
tion is the trade 
association for 
the f irearms 
industry.  Its 
mission is to 
promote, pro-
tect and pre-

serve hunting and the shooting 
sports. Formed in 1961, NSSF 
has a membership of more than 
6,000 manufacturers, distribu-
tors, firearms retailers, shooting 
ranges, sportsmen’s organiza-
tions and publishers. For more 
information, log on to www.
nssf.org.
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State News

IOWA
2011-12 Iowa Pheasant 

Season Forecast
Results of Iowa’s statewide 

survey of upland game are in 
and show a small gain in pheas-
ant numbers in southern Iowa 
and fewer birds across northern 
Iowa. Overall, pheasant hunt-
ers will continue to find better 
hunting in Iowa’s pheasant 
belt – northwest, central and 
north-central Iowa, and a few 
more birds in south central and 
southwest Iowa.

The Iowa pheasant popula-
tion has fallen to a new all-time 
low with a statewide average 
of 7 birds counted for each 30 
mile route driven, after a fifth 
winter in a row with above 
normal snowfall, followed by 
a wet nesting season.  The 2010 
statewide average was 11 birds 
per route.

This drop in pheasant num-
bers is not restricted to Iowa.  
South Dakota pheasant popu-
lation is down 46 percent; Min-
nesota was down 64 percent 
and Nebraska counted 20 per-
cent few birds than last year.

“The last five years have been 
really frustrating for Iowa 
hunters and for the depart-
ment,” said Todd Bogenschutz, 
upland wildlife research biolo-
gist for the DNR.  “Plain and 
simple, we have lost hens and 
nests consecutively each of the 
last five years because of un-

dove season. Photo by Joe 
Wilkinson, Iowa DNR. Four 
hunters. Four limits of doves. 
Not uncommon Thursday, on 
Opening Day of Iowa’s first 
mourning dove season.

“Mostly passing shots to be-
gin with; some coming at me, 
some going away; anywhere 
from 10 to 40 yards,” assessed 
Matt Prachar of Wheatland, 
after walking out of a cut sun-
flower field on the state Hawk-
eye Wildlife Area, near the Iowa 
River. “This is my first time 
dove hunting. It was a blast.”

As Prachar, Craig Davis, Ian 
Phillips and Cody Stiff of the 
Iowa City/Solon area packed 
away their hunting gear, we 
heard another shot from the 
100-plus acre field they had 
just left.

“We went in about 4, 4:30 this 
morning to beat anybody else 
out to the field,” said Prachar. 
“We ended up waiting til about 
6:20 (a.m.) Once they started, it 
was a lot of shooting…pretty 
quick.”

precedented weather patterns 
for Iowa.”

Parts of the northwest, north 
central, central and east central 
regions reported some fair bird 
counts in 2011, but small areas 
with better pheasant numbers 
may also be found in other re-
gions.  The 2011 pheasant hunt-
ing season runs from October 
29 through January 10, 2012.  
The full roadside report can be 
downloaded from the DNR’s 
website at:

http://www.iowadnr.gov/
Hunting/PheasantSmal l -
Game/AugustRoadsideSur-
veyData.aspx

Opening Day Success 
During Iowa’s Inaugural 

Dove Season
A limit of mourning doves 

taken during Iowa’s first ever 
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Shooting hours open a half 
hour before dawn each morning 
for the 70 day dove season. They 
did have a couple groups walk 
in after they did on the public 
land. A foursome of hunters set 
up across and downfield from 
them, in the long corridor like 
set up. A father and son came in 
just about shooting time. That 
caused a minor stir when the 
younger hunter started swing-
ing too far toward them once, 
as doves flew.

Davis’s group hunted primar-
ily with 12 gauge shotguns, 
with one ounce loads and 7 1⁄2 
size shot. Stiff did trade down 
to a smaller gauge for part of 
the morning, and used brass-
coated shot.

The non-toxic shot, instead 
of lead, was debated, during 
Legislative discussion…and 
was approved by the Iowa 
Natural Resources Commission 
as it established final rules. A 
legislative committee stepped 
in, though, delaying that ‘no 
lead’ through this first season. 
It will be considered by the 2012 
Legislature.

Overall, though, Iowa’s dove 
opener played to a welcome 
crowd. The key, though, is 
finding a dove-friendly food 
plot; disked fields where sun-
flowers, millet or maybe winter 
wheat was planted earlier in the 
season.

“It looked like people who 
used to go out of state, who 
stayed in Iowa and knew where 
to hunt did real well. Those 
who were out for the first time 
are looking at a learning curve,” 
noted Tim Thompson, Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 
wildlife biologist.

Thompson said hunters he 
talked with in the Chain of 
Lakes area, along the Cedar 
River in Linn County had eight 
or 10 birds each, if not their 
15 dove limits by mid to late 
morning.

Those food plots, especially 
on state-owned public hunting 
ground went in late this season; 
with crews waiting until the 
Legislature-passed dove hunt-
ing season became law. Those 
public areas have smaller food 
plots; with plans for wider dis-
tribution in future years.

The next step for most of those 
hunters…is meal time.

“We breast them out, marinate 
them in Italian dressing, soy 
sauce and brown sugar; then 
wrap bacon on them and grill 
them as kabobs,” said Davis, 
passing along a recipe that they 
have used in Missouri over the 
years.

“We have hunted doves down 
there during the early teal sea-
son. We prepare them the same 
as the teal. Dust them with 
brown sugar just before they’re 
done. Pile them on a platter. 
When everybody is finished, 
the platter is empty. They’re 
great!” Davis said.

Iowa’s dove season runs 
through November 9.

For more information:
http://www.iowadnr.gov/

Hunting/MigratoryGame-
Birds/MourningDoves.aspx

Correction to the Iowa 
Hunting and Trapping 
Regulations Booklet

Hunters who plan to pursue 
doves this fall will be allowed 
to use lead shot except on wild-
life areas that require the use of 
non-toxic shot for hunting any 
species, except deer and turkey, 
which are listed on p. 16 of the 
Iowa Hunting and Trapping 
regulations booklet available at 
more than 800 locations in Iowa 
and online at www.iowadnr.
gov/hunting. 

The correction in the regula-
tions booklet is on p. 3 un-
der the heading Highlights 
or Changes to the 2011-2012 
Hunting and Trapping Regu-
lations that states: Hunters are 
required to use non-toxic shot 
to hunt doves.

The non-toxic shot require-
ment was discussed during the 
Administrative Rules Review 
Committee Tuesday that placed 
a session delay on it to allow the 
Iowa legislature to address the 
requirement.

Waterfowl Seasons 
Presented at August 
11 Natural Resource 

Commission Meeting
The Mississippi Flyway coun-

cil annual season and regula-
tions meeting concluded on

Saturday and waterfowl hunt-
ers can expect similar season 
lengths and bag limits as in 
2010.

The proposed waterfowl sea-



36
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

October/November 2011                                            Now in our Twentieth year                                                            www.Bdarn.com

son and bag limit will be on the 
August 11 agenda of the Iowa

Department of Natural Re-
sources Natural Resource Com-
mission.

Members of the Mississippi 
Flyway council include Ala-
bama, Arkansas, Indiana, Il-
linois, Iowa, Kentucky, Loui-
siana, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, 
Tennessee, and Wisconsin, 
and the Canadian provinces of 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba and 
Ontario.

Iowa Hunting Seasons 
Set

 Waterfowl seasons will be set 
during the Aug. 11 meeting of 
the DNR’s Natural Resource 
Commission. The following 
Iowa hunting seasons have 
been approved.
Mourning Dove (including 
Eurasian Collared Dove), Sept. 
1-Nov. 9
Ruffed Grouse, Oct. 1-Jan. 31, 
2012
Pigeon, Oct. 1-March 31, 2012
Gray Partridge, Oct. 8-Jan. 31, 
2012
Youth Rooster Pheasant, Oct. 
22-23
Rooster Pheasant, Oct. 29-Jan. 
10, 2012
Bobwhite Quail, Oct. 29-Jan. 
31, 2012

KANSAS
HEAT AND DROUGHT 
IMPACT 2011 UPLAND 

BIRD FORECAST
While some areas of central, 

northcentral, and northwest 
Kansas may offer good hunting, 
drought and heat have reduced 
bird numbers

Kansas upland bird hunters 
enjoyed a banner season in 
2010, but this summer’s heat 
and drought in parts of the state 
have hurt upland bird pros-
pects for 2011. The Kansas De-
partment of Wildlife, Parks and 
Tourism (KDWPT) has released 
its 2011 Kansas Upland Bird 
Forecast, and although good 
numbers of pheasants and quail 
will be found in some areas, 
severe drought and record high 
temperatures throughout much 
of the birds’ range resulted in 
fewer birds overall.

Generally, the best pheasant 
hunting in 2011 will be north 
of I-70 in western Kansas, the 
best quail hunting will be in 
the central part of the state, and 
the best greater prairie chicken 
hunting should be in native 
grasslands from the northern 
Flint Hills westward through-
out the Smoky Hills.

Central and western Kansas 
had a relatively mild 2010-
2011 winter, and over-winter 
survival was very high for 
upland game throughout most 
of the state. Breeding popula-
tions in central and western 
areas neared all time highs, 
especially for pheasant. How-
ever, drought that began in the 
summer of 2010 and persisted 

through the 2011 nesting sea-
son (May through July) and 
the summer hampered growth 
of wheat — primary nesting 
habitat for pheasants — espe-
cially in western Kansas. Areas 
in northwest and northcentral 
parts of the state received rain 
in May, which improved nest-
ing conditions in those areas 
but likely hurt nest success 
where rainfall was excessive. In 
July and August, some severe 
hailstorms hit these areas, pos-
sibly decreasing chick survival 
in localized areas.

The southern half of the state 
endured prolonged drought 
through the rest of the summer. 
Southwest and southcentral 
Kansas had particularly bad 
reproductive conditions for 
pheasants, quail, and prairie 
chickens.

So what does this mean for 
Kansas upland bird hunters 
this fall? Here’s the statewide 
breakdown by species.

Pheasants
Unfortunate ly,  drought 

through much of the state ham-
pered pheasant reproduction 
this year. A substantial number 
of hens nest in winter wheat 
in the primary pheasant range 
(western Kansas). This year, 
much of western Kansas, es-
pecially southwest, had much-
reduced wheat production. 
Nest success was likely much 
lower in these areas due to poor 
vegetative structure. Addition-
ally, earlier wheat harvest dates 
due to poor growing conditions 
likely caused losses to nests or 
young broods. Thus, like many 
other pheasant states, Kansas 
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will experience a substantial 
decline in the pheasant popula-
tion this year.

The timing and quantity of 
early summer precipitation 
also plays a direct role in game 
bird productivity. Success of 
nests and survival of young is 
generally best when rain comes 
slowly and in near average 
amounts during May and June. 
Most of the areas in Kansas’ 
primary pheasant range did not 
meet that prescription this year 
and had little or no precipita-
tion. Additionally, a few areas 
where there was reproductive 
success (northwest and north-
central Kansas) received heavy 
rainfall and/or hail during the 
peak reproductive period. Al-
though these storms were often 
localized, in some counties they 
occurred multiple times. Coun-
ties affected by hail include 
portions of Norton, Graham, 
and Rooks.

Compared to 2010, pheasant 
numbers will be considerably 
lower throughout their range. 
This will especially be true in 
northeastern, southwestern, 
and southcentral Kansas. In 
those parts of northwestern 
and northcentral Kansas not 
affected by severe summer 
storms, pheasant numbers will 
be relatively good compared to 
other areas of the state but still 
down from last year.

Quail
The bobwhite breeding popu-

lation in 2011 was generally 
stable compared to 2010, ex-
cept for southwestern Kansas, 
where there were severe de-
clines. However, 2011 summer 

brood surveys indices were 
down throughout much of the 
state for quail, indicating a gen-
eral decline. There were some 
indications of higher reproduc-
tive success in the northcentral, 
southcentral, and southeast 
parts of Kansas although good 
areas may be spotty.

Because quail breed later than 
pheasants and prairie chickens, 
early summer moisture may 
have provided better condi-
tions for nesting and brood-
rearing in central and eastern 
Kansas. In past years, heavy 
precipitation and flooding asso-
ciated with summer storms has 
negatively impacted bobwhite 
productivity in many parts of 
central and eastern Kansas. 
Fortunately, these conditions 
were absent this year. Coun-
ties that reported higher quail 
reproductive success are Pratt, 
Reno, Woodson, Phillips, and 
Rooks.

The best quail hunting will be 
found throughout the central 
part of the state. However, ex-
treme southcentral Kansas ex-
perienced prolonged drought, 
likely hampering reproduc-
tion. Quail numbers declined 
considerably in southwestern 
and northeastern Kansas, and 
opportunities will likely be 
limited in those areas. Bobwhite 
numbers in far northwestern 
Kansas continue to improve, 
but that portion of the state is 
at the fringe of the bird’s range, 
and densities will still be low 
compared to central Kansas. 
Although southeast Kansas 
may see an improvement in re-
production this year, numbers 

remain far below historic levels 
in that region.

Prairie Chicken
Kansas is home to greater 

and lesser prairie chickens. 
Both species require a land-
scape of predominately native 
grass. Lesser prairie chickens 
are found in westcentral and 
southwestern Kansas in native 
prairie and nearby stands of 
native grass within the Conser-
vation Reserve Program (CRP). 
Greater prairie chickens are 
found primarily in the tallgrass 
and mixed grass prairies in the 
eastern one-third and northern 
half of the state.

The spring prairie chicken lek 
survey indicated that the lesser 
prairie chicken breeding popu-
lation was similar to last year, 
except at the northern extent 
of their range in westcentral 
Kansas, where there were in-
creases. This area is occupied by 
both greater and lesser prairie 
chickens. Nesting and brood 
rearing conditions for lesser 
prairie chickens were generally 
not good this summer through-
out most of their range due to 
drought in southcentral and 
southwest Kansas. It is likely 
that populations will be down 
from last year, and the best 
hunting will be in the central 
and northern portions of the 
lesser prairie chicken range.

Greater prairie chicken breed-
ing populations were generally 
down in the eastern parts of 
the state (Flint Hills), but up 
considerably in the northcentral 
(Smoky Hills) and northwest 
(grasslands in the northern 
High Plains) parts of Kansas. 
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In the core of the Flint 
Hills of eastern Kansas, 
the majority of occupied 
habitat was burned again 
this spring, leaving little 
nesting cover. While pe-
riodic burning is essen-
tial to prevent woody 
encroachment into the 
prairie, burning the same 
acreage annually in early 
spring greatly reduces 
the potential for success-
ful nesting, even when 
weather is favorable.

Conditions were com-
paratively better for pro-
duction throughout the 
northern Flint Hills due to less 
spring burning and more rain-
fall. Conditions were good for 
production throughout most 
of the Smoky Hills region that 
spans across northcentral and 
northwest Kansas. The best 
greater prairie chicken hunting 
should again be found in native 
grasslands from the northern 
Flint Hills westward through-
out the Smoky Hills.

A detailed 2011 Kansas Up-
land Bird Hunting Forecast is 
available online at the KDWPT 
website, www.kdwpt.state.
ks.us. Click “Hunting/Upland 
Birds/Upland Bird Regional 
Forecast” for the complete re-
port.

The following table includes 
the upland birds seasons for 
2011. Possession limits are four 
times the daily bag limits. 

YOUTH WATERFOWL, 
LATE-MIGRATING 

DUCK SEASONS 
FLYING IN

Despite dry weather, high 
duck numbers should draw 
hunters

The summer of 2011 will be 
remembered in Kansas as one 
of the driest, hottest on record, 
and much of Kansas still needs 
rain this fall. However, high 
duck numbers will still provide 
hunters with options, and the 
early youth waterfowl seasons 
are just around the corner. 
Kansas Department of Wildlife, 
Parks and Tourism (KDWPT) 
staff at state waterfowl manage-
ment areas are working hard to 
provide hunting opportunities, 
pumping available water into 
hunting pools.

As of Sept. 20, the following 
wildlife areas reported fair to 
good hunting conditions:

Northwest/Northcentral Kan-
sas

Cedar Bluff — Fair
Glen Elder — Fair
Jamestown — Good
Norton — Fair
Wilson — Good
Northeast Kansas
Benedict ine  Bottoms — 

Good
Perry — Good
Tuttle Creek — Fair
Southwest Kansas
Cheyenne Bottoms — Good
Isabel — Fair
Texas Lake — Fair
Central Kansas
Council Grove — Fair
Southcentral Kansas
Elk City — Fair
Fall River — Good
Marais des Cygnes — Good
Melvern — Fair
Toronto — Good
Pomona — Fair
Quivira National Wildlife Ref-

uge, near Stafford, reported that 
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the only open water within the 
area’s hunting zones is in Units 
10 and 11 in the Reno County 
section of the refuge.

Duck season dates and zones 
include the following:

    * Youth High Plains Zone 
— Oct. 1-2;

    * Youth Low Plains Early 
Zone — Oct. 1-2;

    * Youth Low Plains Late 
Zone — Oct. 22-23;

    * Youth Low Plains South-
east Zone — Oct. 22-23;

    * High Plains Zone — Oct. 
8-Jan. 2, 2012, and Jan. 21-29, 
2012;

    * Low Plains Early Zone — 
Oct.8-Dec.4, and Dec. 17-Jan. 
1, 2012;

    * Low Plains Late Zone — 
Oct. 29-Jan. 1, 2012, and Jan. 
21-29, 2012; and

    * Low Plains Southeast Zone 
— Nov. 5-Jan. 8, 2012, and Jan. 
21-29, 2012.

The Low Plains Southeast 
Zone, roughly the southeastern 
one-quarter of the state, is new 
for 2011-2012 and should pro-
vide excellent late-season hunt-
ing in this part of the state.

During youth seasons, hunt-
ers 15 and younger may take 
ducks, geese, coots, and mer-
gansers while hunting under 
the supervision of an adult 18 
years or older. The adult may 
not hunt.

In both youth and regular 
seasons, six ducks is the daily 
bag limit, which may include 
no more than one canvasback, 
two redheads, two pintails, 
two scaup, three wood ducks, 

and five mallards (only two of 
which may be hens). The daily 
bag may comprise six of any 
other duck, such as six teal, six 
gadwall, or six wigeon.

Depending on rainfall, good 
hunting may be found in many 
other areas of the state, both 
public and private. For weekly 
updates on public waterfowl 
management areas, visit the 
KDWPT website, www.kdwpt.
state.ks.us, and click “Hunt-
ing/Migratory Birds/ Water-
fowl Reports.”

For a detailed map of the duck 
zone boundaries and other 
regulations, pick up a copy of 
the 2011 Kansas Hunting and 
Furharvesting Regulations 
Summary, available at all Kan-
sas Wildlife, Parks and Tourism 
offices and most license ven-
dors, or download the booklet 
from the KDWPT website.

TEAL SEASON BEGINS 
SEPT. 10

Blue-winged teal migrating in 
record numbers

 The first waterfowl that hunt-
ers may pursue each year are 
teal, and their numbers are 
generally high. But this year is 
better than ever. The U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service reports 
that blue-winged teal numbers 
are 91 percent above their long-
term average (a record), and 
green-winged teal numbers, 
although down from last year, 
are still 47 percent above their 
long-term average. This could 
make for good hunting in the 
Sunflower State’s two Septem-
ber teal hunting zones. A dry, 

hot summer has dried up many 
areas of the state, but there 
should still be plenty of good 
hunting in many areas. Weekly 
waterfowl reports on the Kan-
sas Department of Wildlife, 
Parks and Tourism’s website, 
www.kdwpt.ks.us, will begin 
Sept. 1.

In the Low Plains Zone (all of 
Kansas east of Highway 283), 
the season runs Sept. 10-25. In 
the High Plains Zone (west of 
Highway 283), the season runs 
Sept. 17-25.

The daily bag limit is four 
teal with a possession limit of 
eight. All waterfowl hunters 16 
and older must have a federal 
Migratory Bird Hunting and 
Conservation Stamp, and all 
hunters who are required to 
obtain a license must also have 
a Kansas State Waterfowl Habi-
tat Stamp and a Kansas Harvest 
Information Program (HIP) 
stamp before attempting to take 
ducks, geese, or mergansers. 
(Those not required to have a 
Kansas hunting license include 
people hunting their own land 
and residents 15 and younger 
or 65 and older.)

FAILED CORN CROP 
MANIPULATION 

MAY MAKE FIELDS 
OFF-LIMITS TO 

WATERFOWL 
HUNTING

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
issues guidelines, warning

With the recent failed corn 
crops in Kansas due to this 
year’s drought, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
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reminds all hunters and land-
owners of federal waterfowl 
hunting regulations concerning 
crop manipulation (baiting). 
Farm producers who use their 
land for hunting or lease the 
hunting rights on their land 
need to make sure they are 
following federal waterfowl 
hunting regulations concerning 
baiting.

“With the drought and heat 
conditions in Kansas this year 
and the failed corn crops in 
parts of Kansas, farmers are 
looking to manipulate some 
crops to prepare the fields for 
next year,” says Kenny Kessler, 
USFWS special agent.

“As a waterfowl hunter or 
land manager, it is your re-
sponsibility to know and obey 
all federal and state laws that 
govern the sport. While it is 
permissible to manipulate a 
crop for dove hunting, the 
only legal hunting that can oc-
cur for waterfowl is if, under 
these circumstances, the crop is 
‘normally’ harvested,” Kessler 
explains. “Rotary mowing of a 
corn crop, for example, would 
not be a ‘normal’ harvest, and 
therefore, hunting waterfowl 
would not be allowed on or 
near the areas manipulated.”

Hunters should avoid hunting 
waterfowl over unharvested 
crops that have been trampled 
by livestock or subjected to 
other types of manipulations, 
such as disked down crops 
where grain has better scattered 
or exposed. Areas where grain 
is present and stored, such as 
grain elevators and grain bins, 
are illegal to hunt waterfowl 

over, as are areas where grain 
is present for the purpose of 
feeding livestock. Additionally, 
hunting over freshly planted 
wildlife food plots that contain 
exposed grain is illegal. Finally, 
it’s illegal to hunt croplands 
where a crop has been har-
vested and the removed grain is 
redistributed or “added back” 
onto the area where grown.

On the other hand, waterfowl 
hunting is allowed in fields of 
unharvested standing crops, 
including over standing crops 
that have been flooded. It’s also 
permissible to flood fields after 
crops are harvested and use 
these areas for waterfowl hunt-
ing. It’s advisable for landown-
ers to follow normal harvest-
ing timelines if corn fields are 
planned to be used for hunting 
waterfowl.

For additional information, 
see Waterfowl Hunting and 
Baiting, and Dove Hunting and 
Baiting on the USFWS website, 
www.fws.gov or contact Kes-
sler at 785-232-5149 or Wichita, 
KS, at 316-788-4474.

MICHIGAN
DNR Offers Fall 

Pheasant Hunt for 
Women in Metamora 

Oct. 15
The Department of Natural 

Resources is offering a guided 
fall pheasant hunt designed 
for women through the depart-
ment’s Becoming an Outdoors-
Woman program (BOW). Hunt-
ers Creek Club in Metamora 
will host the hunt, on Saturday, 
Oct. 15, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Beginners are welcome for 
this three-bird-limit hunt. The 
day will start with safety orien-
tation, then target practice with 
one-on-one instruction and 
extra attention and instruction 
for those who have never bird-
hunted before.

After lunch, participants will 
break up into small groups 
and head out to the field for 
a guided, walk-up hunt with 
dogs. Birds will be cleaned by 
Hunters Creek staff.

For this hunt, participants will 
need a small game license or 
apprentice license. For license 
information, visit www.mdnr-
elicense.com. Hunter orange as 
the outermost clothing layer is 
required by law.

Several 20-gauge shotguns, 
hunter orange vests, and eye 
and ear protection for target 
practice will be available for 
participants’ use. Target am-
munition, donated by Federal 
Ammunition, also will be pro-
vided.

Attendees should bring one 
box of shotgun shells - field 
load - for the hunt in the after-
noon. Ammunition is available 
for purchase at the Hunters 
Creek Pro Shop.

The $150-per-person cost 
includes target practice, the 
guided hunt and lunch with 
participants’ menu choice in 
the Hunters Creek dining room. 
Hunting license and guide gra-
tuities are not included in the 
registration fee. The registra-
tion deadline is Oct. 6.

Hunters Creek Club is located 
at 675 E. Sutton Rd. in Metamo-
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ra. For driving directions and 
more information, visit www.
hunterscreekclub.com.

BOW is designed to be a non-
competitive program in which 
each individual is encouraged 
to learn at her own pace. The 
emphasis is on the enjoyment, 
fun and camaraderie of outdoor 
activities, and sharing in the 
success of one another.

For registration forms and 
information on this and other 
BOW programs, visit www.
michigan.gov/bow.

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is commit-
ted to the conservation, pro-
tection, management, use and 
enjoyment of the state’s natural 
and cultural resources for cur-
rent and future generations. For 
more information, go to www.

michigan.gov/dnr

MINNESOTA
Dry conditions may 
create challenges for 
waterfowl hunters

In spite of abnormally wet 
conditions earlier this year, wa-
terfowl hunters may find access 
to lakes and wetlands challeng-
ing in some areas this fall.

“Some hunters may be sur-
prised by water levels, es-
pecially at the very shallow 
sites,” said Ken Varland, area 
wildlife supervisor for the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR). “Some wet-
lands are significantly lower 
than they were at this time last 
year.”

With above- average tempera-
tures and below-average pre-

cipitation over the past couple 
of months, the water evaporates 
quickly, Varland said.

Wet and dry cycles are a natu-
ral part of healthy wetlands. 
Low water levels during the 
growing season allow germi-
nation of emergent vegetation 
such as cattails and bulrushes. 
These plants filter nutrients 
and create a healthy balance in 
the wetlands, which provides 
food and protective cover for 
waterfowl and other species of 
wildlife.

“Wetlands will naturally fill as 
we get rain,” Varland said. “But 
without precipitation, access by 
boat will become increasingly 
more difficult on some wet-
lands through the fall.”

Hunters who make the extra 
effort to access wetlands may 
be rewarded, though. Accord-
ing to the annual DNR spring 
waterfowl survey, the state’s 
breeding population of mal-
lards is estimated to be 17 per-
cent higher than last year. The 
combined population of ducks 
such as wood ducks, ring-
necked ducks, gadwalls, north-
ern shovelers, canvasbacks and 
redheads is estimated to be 22 
percent higher than in 2010.

“This year it is especially 
important to get out before the 
opener and do some scouting,” 
Varland said. “It could make 
the difference between a disap-
pointing waterfowl opener and 
a successful one.”

More information about wa-
terfowl hunting is available 
online.

Minnesota’s pheasant 
index falls 64 percent 

from 2010
A severe winter followed by a 

wet spring contributed to a sig-
nificant decline in Minnesota’s 
pheasant counts. According to 
the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR), the 
pheasant population index de-
clined 64percent from 2010 and 
is 71 percent below the 10-year 
average.

Contributing factors include:
    * A second consecutive 

severe winter, resulting in hen 
counts 72 percent below the 10-
year average.

    * Cold, wet weather during 
the April through June nest-
ing period, resulting in brood 
counts 75 percent below the 
10-year average.

    * Loss of nearly 120,000 
acres of grass habitat enrolled 
in farm programs such as the 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) since 2007.

Severe winters combined with 
cold, wet springs are doubly 
hard on pheasant populations. 
That’s because fewer hens sur-
vive the winter and those that 
do are less successful in produc-
ing broods.

Pheasant hunters are expected 
to harvest about 250,000 roost-
ers this fall, the lowest harvest 
since 1997. This compares to 
harvests that have exceeded 
500,000 roosters five of the past 
eight years. The 500,000 bird 
harvests correspond with a 
string of mild winters and high 
CRP enrollment.

“We expect hunters to harvest 
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a similar number of birds in 
2011 as they did in 2001, which 
was another year with a severe 
winter followed by a cold, wet 
spring,” said Kurt Haroldson, a 
wildlife biologist for the DNR’s 
Farmland Wildlife Population 
and Research Group in Mad-
elia. Haroldson noted survey 
results indicated an unusually 
low ratio of hens to roosters.

This suggests hen mortality 
was high or hens were nest-
ing or caring for young broods 
during the survey. If the late 
nesting effort was greater than 
normal, the 2011 pheasant 
population and the fall harvest 
may be higher than forecast. 
Pheasant populations can re-
bound quickly given good 
habitat, mild winter weather 
and favorable spring nesting 
conditions.

Minnesota is not the only 
state to see pheasant index 
declines. Wildlife officials in 
South Dakota reported a 46 
percent population index de-
cline. North Dakota’s spring 
population survey showed a 
decline, too.

The pheasant population es-
timate is part of the DNR’s 
annual roadside wildlife sur-
vey. The survey summarizes 
roadside counts of pheasants, 
gray (Hungarian) partridge, 
cottontail rabbits, white-tailed 
jackrabbits and other wildlife 
observed in the early morning 
hours during the first half of 
August throughout the farm-
land region of Minnesota.

The highest pheasant counts 
were in the east central region, 
where observers reported 51 

birds per 100 miles of sur-
vey driven. Hunters will find 
fair harvest opportunities in 
pockets of south-central and 
southwest Minnesota, but har-
vest opportunities in most of 
Minnesota’s pheasant range are 
rated poor to very poor.

This year’s statewide pheas-
ant index was 23 birds per 100 
miles driven, the lowest index 
since 1986. The pheasant index 
in southwest Minnesota, typi-
cally the state’s best pheasant 
range, fell 82 percent from last 
year to 19 birds per 100 miles 
driven.

Haroldson said the most im-
portant habitat for pheasants 
is grassland that remains un-
disturbed during the nesting 
season. Protected grasslands ac-
count for about 6 percent of the 
state’s pheasant range. Farm-
land retirement programs such 
as CRP, Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program, Rein-
vest in Minnesota and Wetlands 
Reserve Program make up the 
largest portion of protected 
grasslands in the state.

High land rental rates and 
competing uses for farmland 
diminish the economic attrac-
tiveness of farmland conser-
vation programs. During the 
next three years, contracts for 
550,000 acres of CRP lands 
are scheduled to expire. If not 
re-enrolled, this would reduce 
CRP acres in Minnesota by 36 
percent.

To help offset continued habi-
tat losses caused by reductions 
in conservation set-aside acre-
age, DNR has accelerated acqui-
sition of wildlife management 

areas in the farmland region 
of Minnesota. DNR also sup-
ports habitat conservation on 
private lands by working with 
a variety of partners in the Farm 
Bill Assistance Partnership and 
Working Lands Initiative. Also, 
nearly 10,000 acres of private 
property will be open to public 
hunting through the state’s new 
Walk-In Access program. 

The August roadside survey, 
which began in the late 1940s, 
was standardized in 1955. DNR 
conservation officers and wild-
life managers in the farmland 
region of Minnesota conduct 
the survey during the first half 
of August. This year’s survey 
consisted of 166 routes, each 
25 miles long, with 148 routes 
located in the ring-necked 
pheasant range.

Observers drive each route in 
early morning and record the 
number and species of wildlife 
they see. The data provide an 
index of relative abundance 
and are used to monitor annual 
changes and long-term trends 
in populations of ring-necked 
pheasants, gray partridge, east-
ern cottontail rabbits, white-
tailed jackrabbits and other 
select wildlife species.

The gray partridge index 
was similar to last year but 75 
percent below the 10-year aver-
age. The cottontail rabbit index 
was also below the 10-year and 
long-term average. The jackrab-
bit index was 96 percent below 
the long-term average. Finally, 
the mourning dove index was 
26 percent below last year and 
29 percent below the 10-year 
average.
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The 2011 August Roadside 
Report and pheasant hunting 
prospects map is available 
online.

Hunting seasons to open 
soon; DNR offers helpful 

reminders
Minnesota’s dove, rail and 

snipe seasons – the first small 
game hunting seasons of the 
fall – will open Thursday, Sept. 
1, according to the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR).

The state’s sandhill crane and 
early goose seasons open Sept. 
3, followed by the small game 
and archery deer seasons on 
Saturday, Sept. 17. The duck 
season opens Sept. 24, the 
pheasant season Oct. 15, prairie 
chicken (by permit only) Oct. 
22 and the statewide firearms 
deer season on Nov. 5. Youth 
waterfowl day is Sept. 10. Take 
a Kid Hunting Weekend is

Sept. 24-25. 
“Before long, the crisp morn-

ings and the sight of orange- or 
camo-clad hunters will be com-
mon again,” said Dennis Simon, 
DNR wildlife chief. “Hunters 
should take a good look at the 
regulation book this year as a 
number of season, bag limit, 
and other changes have been 
implemented in the name of 
opportunity and simplicity.”

The 2011 Hunting and Trap-
ping Regulations Handbook is 
available online. Copies soon 
will be available wherever 
hunting licenses are sold.

Simon said ruffed grouse, 

waterfowl, and deer numbers 
look good this year. Pheasant 
numbers, he predicted, will 
be down from last year. This 
is due to mortality from last 
winter’s deep snow and tough 
winter roosting conditions, plus 
a protracted cool, rainy spring 
that reduced survival rates of 
newly hatched chicks.

Other information hunters 
should know includes:

    * Walk In Access (WIA) 
program: Lands enrolled and 
posted in this new program will 
be open to public hunting from 
Sept. 1 through May 31.

    * Take a Kid Hunting Week-
end: This annual event will co-
incide with duck season opener. 
Adult residents accompanied 
by a youth under age 16 may 
hunt small game without a li-
cense or Minnesota waterfowl 
stamp on Sept. 24-25. 

    * Sandhill cranes: The state’s 
second sandhill crane hunting 
season will open Sept 3. It is 
limited to the northwest goose 
zone in northwestern Minne-
sota.  A valid small game license 
and sandhill crane hunting per-
mit ($3) are required. The agen-
cy is preparing a sandhill crane 
management plan to guide the 
bird’s future management in 
Minnesota. This will include 
identifying any additional 
crane breeding monitoring or 
assessment needs.

    * Chronic Wasting Disease: 
CWD’s presence in southeast-
ern Minnesota has prompted 
several regulatory changes, 
including the creation of a new 
CWD management area called 
Area 602. Deer harvested in this 

area will be subject to manda-
tory sampling for certain deer, 
as well as additional transpor-
tation requirements.

    * Hunter Choice: This new 
deer area designation will allow 
hunters to take one either-sex 
deer without having to enter 
the either-sex deer permit lot-
tery or possess an either-sex 
permit.

    * Apprentice Hunter Valida-
tion Program: This program, 
which previously allowed a 
one-year exemption from fire-
arms safety certification, has 
been changed to allow a two-
year exemption.   

    * Handgun possession: The 
possession of a handgun by a 
person authorized to carry and 
possess other firearms not legal 
for big game is allowed while 
muzzleloader hunting.

    * Early antlerless deer sea-
son: This season is not being 
offered this year. If necessary, 
it will be offered in 2012.

    * Deer stands: The 16-foot 
height restriction for elevated 
stands has been removed.

    * Site Validation coupons: 
These will be required for trap-
pers harvesting fisher, pine 
marten and river otter.

    * Bear baiting: Drums may 
be used on private land.   

A complete calendar of hunt-
ing and fishing season openers, 
closings and lottery application 
deadlines is available online.
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Prairie chicken, fall 
turkey leftover licenses 

available staring Sept. 19
Prairie chicken hunters who 

were unsuccessful in this year’s 
lottery for the prairie chicken 
hunting season may apply for 
a very limited number of sur-
plus permits starting at noon 
on Monday, Sept. 19, the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) said.

Likewise, fall turkey hunters 
who were unsuccessful in this 
year’s lottery for the fall turkey 
hunting season may apply for a 
surplus permit starting at noon 
on Monday, Sept. 19.

Five prairie chicken permit ar-
eas have surplus permits. Area 
801 has nine, area 803 has four, 
area 804 has two, area 808 has 
three and area 811 has one. 

Nearly 7,000 fall turkey per-
mits are still available. This 
year’s fall turkey season runs 
from Oct. 1-30.

The DNR makes surplus per-
mits available at all Electronic 
Licensing System (ELS) outlets 
and online.

Information on surplus license 
availability and the status of lot-
tery applications is available 
online.

Hunters who did not enter the 
lottery will be able to purchase 
any remaining surplus licenses 
beginning at noon on Thursday, 
Sept. 22.

Because hunting access in 
many zones is limited, hunt-
ers should obtain landowner 
permission before getting a 
leftover permit. A hunter who 

obtains a surplus permit does 
not lose any existing preference 
for future lottery drawings.

Duck season offers more 
options, opens one week 

earlier
A season of change is com-

ing for Minnesota waterfowl 
hunters.

Opening day, opening day 
shooting hours and the annual 
youth waterfowl hunt all will 
be earlier than in the past. Bag 
limits for wood ducks and hen 
mallards will be higher than 
last year. And north and south 
hunting zones have been added 
to provide additional hunting 
opportunity.

“We needed a change,” said 
Tom Landwehr, commissioner 
for the Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR). 
“We heard from waterfowl 
hunters that they supported 
these changes, and with water-
fowl hunter numbers at record 
lows, we don’t expect season 
changes to negatively affect 
breeding populations.”

Landwehr said the 60-day, 
six-duck limit waterfowl season 
will open Saturday, Sept. 24, 
opening day shooting will start 
one-half hour before sunrise 
and youth waterfowl day will 
be Saturday, Sept. 10. Duck bag 
limits are consistent with most 
other states in the Mississippi 
Flyway.

“The changes are designed 
to maintain Minnesota’s wa-
terfowl hunting tradition by 
increasing opportunity and bet-
ter utilizing the federal regula-

tory framework set by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service under 
which we operate,” Landwehr 
said.

The changes reflect input from 
a recently formed citizen water-
fowl hunting focus group.

This year’s earlier-than-usual 
opener will allow hunting when 
greater numbers of migrating 
wood ducks and blue-winged 
teal are around, yet maintains 
late-season opportunities.

Hunting north of Minnesota 
Highway 210 – the North Duck 
Zone – will be allowed continu-
ously through Tuesday, Nov. 22. 
Hunters in the South Duck Zone 
– anywhere south of Highway 
210 – will have a split season. 
Hunting will be allowed Sept. 
24-25 to take advantage of early 
migrations then close for five 
days. The season in the south 
will resume on Saturday, Oct. 1, 
and continue through Sunday, 
Nov. 27, Thanksgiving holiday 
weekend.

“As we set this year’s season, 
we looked hard for ways to im-
prove hunter opportunities and 
satisfaction while maintaining 
healthy waterfowl popula-
tions,” said Landwehr. “I be-
lieve this framework strikes 
that balance.”

Legal shooting hours on Sept. 
24 will be one-half hour before 
sunrise rather than the 9 a.m. 
start that has been in place for 
the past seven years. Shoot-
ing hours end at 4 p.m. daily 
statewide until Saturday, Oct. 8, 
when hunting will be allowed 
until sunset.

Hunters will be able to keep 
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up to four mallards, two of 
which may be hens, and three 
wood ducks. The hen mallard 
and wood duck limits increased 
by one compared with recent 
years. Daily limits for pintail, 
scaup and redhead remain at 
two. Hunters may still take one 
canvasback and black duck. 
The possession limit is twice 
the daily bag limit.

Minnesota’s 2011 mallard 
breeding population is esti-
mated at 283,000, which is 17 
percent higher than last year’s 
estimate of 242,000 breeding 
mallards, 3 percent above the 
recent 10-year average and 26 
percent above the long-term av-
erage. The continental popula-
tion is 9 percent above 2010 and 
22 percent above the long-term 
average.

“While we are very concerned 
waterfowl hunter numbers 
have been in decline in Minne-
sota, the Dakotas and Canada,” 
said Landwehr, “fewer hunt-
ers has resulted in lower duck 
harvests. In Minnesota, we are 
confident our mallard popula-
tion is strong enough to absorb 
an increase in harvest, given the 
reduced pressure.”

The special September Can-
ada goose season will remain 
similar to last year. September 
Canada goose season opens 
Saturday, Sept. 3, and runs until 
Thursday, Sept. 22 statewide, 
with a bag limit of five Canada 
geese per day.

The opening of the 85-day 
regular Canada goose season 
coincides with the opening of 
duck season on Saturday, Sept. 
24, and retains a daily bag 

limit of three. Hunters north of 
Minnesota Highway 210 may 
hunt continuously through 
Saturday, Dec. 17. Hunters in 
the south zone may hunt Sept. 
24-25 and resume on Saturday, 
Oct. 1, continuously through 
Thursday, Dec. 22. Another 
goose zone near Rochester will 
provide additional late hunting 
opportunity.

Minnesota’s traditional Youth 
Waterfowl Day will be con-
ducted Saturday, Sept. 10, two 
weeks before the regular duck 
opener. It is timed to provide 
youth with an opportunity to 
hunt abundant early migrating 
teal. To participate, youth 15 
and younger must obtain a free 
small game hunting license, a 
Harvest Information Program 
(HIP) certification, and be ac-
companied by a non-hunting 
adult. Duck limits will be the 
same as the regular season and 
youth will be able to take five 
Canada geese.

“I’m really looking forward 
to this waterfowl season, and 
I hope Minnesota’s duck hunt-
ers are, too,” said Landwehr. 
“Given favorable weather con-
ditions, Minnesota hunters 
should see more birds in the 
sky and more in their bag. 
And if that happens – and the 
entire conservation community 
continues to work together on 
providing the food, cover, nest-
ing and refuges areas that wa-
terfowl need – it will be a good 
thing for hunters, waterfowl, 
and the businesses whose liveli-
hoods are linked to hunting.”

Hunters should consult the 
waterfowl hunting regulations 

supplement for additional de-
tails. The booklet will be avail-
able at all license vendors and 
online by late August.

Duck and goose numbers 
improved; wetland 
conditions excellent

Minnesota’s 2011 breeding 
duck and goose populations 
improved from last year, ac-
cording to results of the an-
nual Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources’ (DNR) 
spring waterfowl surveys.

The state’s estimated breeding 
duck population was 687,000 
compared with last year’s es-
timate of 531,000. This year’s 
estimate is 11 percent above the 
long-term average of 622,000 
breeding ducks.

This year’s mallard breeding 
population was estimated at 
283,000, which was 17 percent 
higher than last year’s estimate 
of 242,000 breeding mallards, 
3 percent above the recent 10-
year average and 26 percent 
above the long-term average.

The blue-winged teal popula-
tion was 214,000 this year com-
pared with 132,000 in 2010, and 
near the long-term average of 
219,000 blue-winged teal.  

The combined populations 
of other ducks, such as wood 
ducks, ring-necked ducks, 
gadwalls, northern shovelers, 
canvasbacks and redheads, 
was 191,000, which is 22 per-
cent higher than last year and 
7 percent above the long-term 
average.

The estimated number of wet-
lands (Types II-V) was 360,000, 



46
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

October/November 2011                                            Now in our Twentieth year                                                            www.Bdarn.com

up 33 percent from last year, 44 
percent above the long-term av-
erage, and the highest wetland 
count on record.

“When you combine the wet 
conditions across much of Min-
nesota last fall, lots of snow-
pack, and above average spring 
precipitation, it’s not surprising 
that we saw record wetland 
numbers across the survey area 
this spring,” said Steve Cordts, 
DNR waterfowl specialist. 
“With such good wetland con-
ditions, I would expect produc-
tion, or the number of young 
ducks hatched, to be good this 
year.”

The same waterfowl survey 
has been conducted each May 
since 1968 to provide an an-
nual index of breeding duck 
abundance. The survey covers 
40 percent of the state that in-
cludes much of the best remain-
ing duck breeding habitat in 
Minnesota. A DNR waterfowl 
biologist and pilot count all 
waterfowl and wetlands along 
established survey routes by 
flying low-level aerial surveys 
from a fixed-wing plane. The 
survey is timed to begin in 
early May to coincide with peak 
mallard nesting activity. The 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
provides ground crews who 
also count waterfowl along 
some of the same survey routes. 
This data is then used to correct 
for birds not seen by the aerial 
crew.

The Canada goose popula-
tion was estimated at 370,000, 
which was higher than last 
year’s estimate of 311,000. The 
number of breeding Canada 

geese in the state remains high, 
but has been relatively stable 
over the past 10 years. Since 
2001, the DNR has conducted 
a helicopter survey of nesting 
Canada geese in April. The 
survey, which includes most of 
the state except the Twin Cit-
ies metro area, counts Canada 
geese on randomly selected 
plots in prairie, transition and 
forested areas.

Although breeding duck 
numbers increased relative to 
last year, the goal in the DNR’s 
Duck Recovery Plan is to attract 
and hold a breeding popula-
tion of 1 million ducks while 
maintaining Minnesota’s rich 
waterfowling tradition.

“We remain committed to 
improving breeding and migra-
tion habitat for waterfowl in 
the state as one of our highest 
priorities,” said Dennis Simon, 
DNR Wildlife Section chief, 
“but we also realize it will 
require the DNR and all our 
partners to continue to focus 
our efforts to accomplish that 
long-term goal.”

The status of breeding duck 
populations and wetland con-
ditions in other areas of North 
America is good to excellent. 
Total breeding duck numbers 
increased 11 percent from last 
year and were 35 percent above 
the long-term average. Mallard 
breeding populations increased 
9 percent from last year and 
were 22 percent above the long-
term average. Wetland habitat 
conditions in the Dakotas and 
southern Canada are near re-
cord high levels this spring.

The Minnesota waterfowl 
report can be viewed online 
at www.mndnr.gov/hunting/
waterfowl.

The DNR will announce this 
fall’s waterfowl hunting regula-
tions in early August.

NORTH DAKOTA
Large Duck Flight 

Expected
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department’s May and 
July waterfowl surveys indicate 
hunters can expect a large fall 
flight similar to recent years. 
Opening day for North Dakota 
residents is Sept. 24 for ducks, 
coots, mergansers and geese. 
Nonresidents may begin hunt-
ing waterfowl in North Dakota 
Oct. 1.

Mike Johnson, game manage-
ment section leader, said North 
Dakota’s fall flight – breeding 
ducks and the young they 
produce in the state – is based 
on data from the May breed-
ing duck survey and the July 
brood survey. “This year ’s 
production was down from last 
year, however, there are strong 
indications of an exceptional 
late hatch of ducks this year,” 
Johnson said. “Since our sur-
veys have been completed, ob-
servers have been seeing large 
numbers of newly hatched 
ducks throughout the state.”

The brood index from the 
Game and Fish Department’s 
annual mid-July survey was 
down 26 percent from 2010, but 
was 19 percent above the long-
term average. Average brood 
size was 7.7 ducklings, up 1.0 
from last year. The longterm 
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average is 7.1 ducklings per 
brood. The water index ob-
served during the survey was 
up 52 percent from last year and 
105 percent above long-term.

Results from the May breed-
ing duck survey indicated the 
duck index was down 9 percent 
from 2010, but exceeded the 
long-term average by 85 per-
cent. Water conditions in May 
were up 31 percent from 2010 
and 128 percent from the long-
term average.

Resident hunters must pos-
sess a general game and habitat 
license and a fishing, hunting 
and furbearer certificate. In ad-
dition, hunters age 16 and older 
must have a small game license 
and federal duck stamp.

Nonresidents must purchase a 
nonresident waterfowl license, 
including the general game and 
habitat license, and certificate. 
Hunters age 16 and older must 
possess a federal duck stamp. 
Nonresident youth hunters 
from states that provide a re-
ciprocal licensing agreement for 
North Dakota residents, qualify 
for North Dakota resident li-
censes. See the 2011 North Da-
kota Waterfowl Hunting Guide 
for details.

All migratory bird hunters are 
reminded to register with the 
Harvest Information Program 
prior to hunting. Hunters who 
purchase a license through the 
state Game and Fish Depart-
ment website (gf.nd.gov) or 
instant licensing telephone 
number (800-406-6409) can eas-
ily get HIP certified.

Otherwise, hunters must call 
(888) 634-4798, or access the 

department’s website, and 
record the HIP number on 
their fishing, hunting and fur-
bearer certificate. Those who 
registered to hunt the spring 
light goose season or the early 
Canada goose season in North 
Dakota do not have to register 
with HIP again, as it is required 
only once per year in each state 
hunted.

Hunters should refer to the 
waterfowl hunting guide for 
season regulations including 
licensing requirements, dates, 
bag limits, season zones and 
nonresident hunting zones.
Youth Pheasant Weekend 

Oct. 1-2
North Dakota’s two-day 

youth pheasant season is Oct. 
1-2. Legally licensed residents 
and nonresidents ages 15 and 
younger may hunt roosters 
statewide.

Resident youth hunters, re-
gardless of age, must possess a 
fishing, hunting and furbearer 
certificate and general game 
and habitat license. Nonresi-
dent youth hunters from states 
that provide a reciprocal li-
censing agreement for North 
Dakota residents qualify for 
North Dakota resident licenses. 
Otherwise, nonresident youth 
hunters must purchase a non-
resident small game license.

Shooting hours are one-half 
hour before sunrise to sunset. 
Youth ages 12 and older need to 
have passed a certified hunter 
education course. The daily bag 
limit and all other regulations 
for the regular pheasant season 
apply.

An adult at least 18 years of 
age must accompany the youth 
hunter in the field. The adult 
may not carry a firearm.

See the 2011 North Dakota 
Small Game Hunting Guide for 
additional information.

 Hunting from Duck 
Boats Requires Safety

Waterfowlers hunting from 
boats are encouraged to wear 
properly-fitted life jackets while 
on the water.

Nancy Boldt, boat and water 
safety coordinator for the North 
Dakota Game and Fish Depart-
ment, said there are comfort-
able jackets available with life 
jackets already built in.

“They are no longer too bulky 
to wear, you can’t even tell you 
have one on,” Boldt said.

Eight people have drowned 
in state waters since 1998 while 
hunting from a boat, and none 
were wearing life jackets. Boldt 
wants to make sure a duck 
hunter doesn’t become another 
statistic.

“Capsizing and falling over-
board from small boats are the 
most common types of fatal 
boating accidents for hunters,” 
Boldt added. “With all the gear 
in the boat, including dogs, 
it can quickly become unbal-
anced.”

In addition, wearing a life 
jacket will not only keep the 
overboard hunter afloat, but 
also help him or her to slow the 
loss of critical body heat caused 
by exposure to cold water.
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Waterfowl Hunters 
Reminded of ANS 

Regulations
Waterfowl hunters are re-

minded to do their part in pre-
venting the spread of aquatic 
nuisance species into or within 
North Dakota.

Waterfowl hunters must clean 
boats, decoys, waders and other 
hunting equipment before leav-
ing a water body. Hunters must 
also drain water from all hunt-
ing equipment prior to leaving 
the water, and are encouraged 
to brush their hunting dogs free 
of mud and seeds.

Cattails, phragmites, bulrush-
es and terrestrial plants may be 
transported as camouflage on 
boats. All other aquatic vegeta-
tion must be cleaned from boats 
prior to transportation into or 
within North Dakota.

Detailed ANS information 
and prevention regulations 
can be found by accessing the 
North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department website at gf.nd.
gov.

Pheasant Numbers 
Down, Similar to a 

Decade Ago
North Dakota’s roadside 

pheasant survey conducted in 
late July and August suggests 
poor production this spring, 
meaning a lower fall popula-
tion in all areas of the state.

Stan Kohn, upland game 
management supervisor for the 
North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department, said the survey 
shows statewide total pheas-
ants are down 36 percent from 
last year. In addition, brood 

observations were down 38 
percent, but the average brood 
size was up 4 percent. The final 
summary is the result of 222 
runs made along 104 brood 
routes across North Dakota.

“Brood survey numbers from 
this summer match closely to 
numbers from 2001, when hunt-
ers harvested 420,000 roosters,” 
Kohn said. “If fall weather 
conditions hold through most 
of the year, I could see a fall har-
vest of about 400,000 birds. But 
if winter weather sets in early, 
we could be much lower. Either 
way, this could be the first fall 
since 2001 that we harvest less 
than 500,000 roosters.”

Kohn said several factors 
contribute to the decrease in 
pheasant numbers: three diffi-
cult winters in a row with above 
average snowfall has reduced 
spring’s adult breeding popu-
lation; wet conditions during 
peak hatch in mid-June of 2008, 
2009 and 2011 reduced chick 
survival; and the loss of nest-
ing habitat on the landscape 
as more Conservation Reserve 
Program acreage is removed 
from pheasant range.

“Boiled down, hunters will 
likely have to put in more time 
in the field to find success,” 
Kohn said. “But as always, 
there will be local areas within 
all four pheasant districts where 
pheasant numbers will be much 
above or much below what is 
predicted for the district.”

Statistics from southwestern 
North Dakota indicate both the 
number of broods and number 
of birds observed were down 
26 percent from 2010. Observ-

ers counted 14 broods and 118 
birds per 100 miles. The average 
brood size was six. “Census 
numbers indicate this district 
will have the best pheasant 
numbers in the state this fall,” 
Kohn said.

Results from the southeast 
show the number of birds ob-
served down 54 percent from 
last year, and the number of 
broods was down 60 percent. 
Observers counted four broods 
and 36 birds per 100 miles. The 
average brood size was 5.7. “Re-
moval of CRP in the southeast 
may have already affected the 
number of birds produced this 
spring, with weather conditions 
adding more pressure on spring 
production,” Kohn said.

Statistics from the northwest 
indicated pheasants are down 
53 percent from last year, with 
broods down 62 percent. Ob-
servers recorded two broods 
and 21 birds per 100 miles. Av-
erage brood size was 5.5.

The northeast district, gen-
erally containing secondary 
pheasant habitat with much of 
it lacking good winter cover, 
showed 0.4 broods and four 
birds per 100 miles. Average 
brood size was six. Both number 
of birds observed and number 
of broods recorded were down 
roughly 66 percent. “Hunters 
should concentrate their efforts 
in the southern counties of this 
district for the best potential to 
find birds,” Kohn said.

The 2011 regular pheasant sea-
son opens Oct. 8 and continues 
through Jan. 8, 2012. The two-
day youth pheasant hunting 
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weekend, when legally licensed 
residents and nonresidents ages 
15 and younger can hunt state-
wide, is set for Oct. 1-2.

Swan Hunt Lottery Held, 
Licenses Remain

North Dakota’s swan lottery 
has been held and more than 
450 licenses remain. Only hunt-
ers who do not have a swan 
license for the 2011 season can 
apply, as regulations limit hunt-
ers to one license per year.

First-come, first-served licens-
es are available online at the 
North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department website, gf.nd.
gov. Hunters may also request 
an application by calling the 
department’s Bismarck office 
at (701) 328-6300.

The statewide tundra swan 
hunting season is Oct. 1, 2011 
– Jan. 1, 2012. North Dakota 
residents and nonresidents are 
eligible to apply. The fee is $5 
for residents and $25 for non-
residents.

Space Available for BOW 
Waterfowl Workshop

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department is still ac-
cepting registrations for the 
Becoming an Outdoors-Woman 
waterfowl hunting workshop 
Oct. 1-2 in Bismarck.

Participants will learn firearm 
and waterfowl safety, shotgun 
shooting, waterfowl identifica-
tion, water/field decoys and 
gear, and techniques for de-
coying and calling waterfowl. 
Oct. 2 will feature a mentored 

hunt. Participants must pos-
sess a hunter education cer-
tificate, current hunting licenses 
and provide their own hunt-
ing clothing, boots or waders. 
Workshop fees of $20 include 
instruction, program materials 
and use of equipment. No lodg-
ing is provided.

BOW workshops are designed 
primarily for women with an 
interest in learning skills associ-
ated with hunting, fishing and 
outdoor endeavors. Although 
open to anyone age 18 or older, 
the workshops are tailored 
primarily to women who have 
never tried these activities or 
who are beginners hoping to 
improve their skills.

To receive an information bro-
chure and enrollment form, ac-
cess the Game and Fish website 
at gf.nd.gov, or contact Nancy 
Boldt, BOW coordinator, at 
(701) 328-6312; or email ndgf@
nd.gov.

Landowner-Sportsman 
Council Signs Available
“Ask Before You Enter” and 

“Walking Hunters Welcome” 
signs are available to North 
Dakota landowners who en-
courage hunting on their land 
during upcoming fall hunting 
seasons. Landowners can order 
quantities of four, eight or 12.

The signs are free and spon-
sored by the North Dakota 
Landowner-Sportsman Coun-
cil. To order, contact the North 
Dakota Game and Fish Depart-
ment at (701) 328-6300, or email 
ndgf@nd.gov. Signs can also be 
ordered online at the depart-

ment’s website gf.nd.gov.

Hunters Asked to 
Cooperate in PLOTS 

Survey
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department is asking 
hunters to complete a short 
survey immediately after hunt-
ing on selected tracts of land 
enrolled in the department’s 
Private Land Open To Sports-
men program.

Kevin Kading, private land 
section leader, said the survey 
will involve about 50 PLOTS 
tracts statewide. “We will have 
these survey points on various 
types of PLOTS tracts so we can 
hopefully gain a better under-
standing of what our hunters 
are looking for in the PLOTS 
program,” Kading said.

Because PLOTS tracts can 
involve many different types 
of lands, Kading said they all 
offer their own unique hunt-
ing opportunities for wildlife 
species such as pheasants, wa-
terfowl and deer. “We have to 
find that right balance of what 
hunters are looking for and use 
our hunter dollars in the most 
responsible way we can,” Kad-
ing said.

The postcard-sized survey 
will be placed on a PLOTS 
sign at the entrance of the tract. 
Hunters are asked to complete 
the survey and place them in 
the drop box.
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Grouse Hunters 
Encouraged to Submit 

Wing Envelopes
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department is asking 
grouse hunters for help with 
bird management by simply 
collecting some feathers and 
sending in wing envelopes this 
fall.

Wing data allows biologists to 
monitor production, reconcile 
bird counts and get a better 
understanding of the harvest 
ratio of males to females, and 
juveniles to adults.

Instructions for submitting 
wing data are printed on the 
envelope.

Hunters interested in receiv-
ing wing envelopes should 
contact the Game and Fish 
Department’s main office in 
Bismarck at (701) 328-6300, or 
email ndgf@nd.gov. In addi-
tion, Game and Fish district 
offices have a supply of wing 
envelopes for distribution.

Youth Waterfowl is Sept. 
17-18, License Required
North Dakota’s two-day youth 

waterfowl season is Sept. 17-18. 
Legally licensed resident and 
nonresident youth waterfowl 
hunters age 15 and younger 
may hunt ducks, geese, coots 
and mergansers statewide.

The daily bag limit and species 
restrictions for the youth season 
are the same as for regular duck 
and goose seasons.

Resident and qualifying non-
resident youth waterfowl hunt-
ers must possess a general 

game and habitat license and a 
fishing, hunting and furbearer 
certificate. Nonresidents from 
states that do not provide a re-
ciprocal licensing agreement for 
North Dakota residents must 
purchase the entire nonresident 
waterfowl license package.

In addition, all youth hunters 
must be Harvest Information 
Program certified, and youth 
ages 12 and older need to have 
passed a certified hunter educa-
tion course. Hunters age 15 and 
younger do not need a federal 
duck stamp.

Hunters who purchase a li-
cense through the North Dako-
ta Game and Fish Department 
can easily get HIP certified. 
Otherwise, hunters must call 
(888) 634-4798, or log on to the 
Game and Fish website at gf.nd.
gov, and record the HIP number 
on their fishing, hunting and 
furbearer certificate.

Shooting hours for the youth 
waterfowl season are one-half 
hour before sunrise to sunset. 
An adult at least 18 years of age 
must accompany the resident 
youth hunter into the field, 
and a licensed adult is required 
to accompany a nonresident 
youth hunter. The two-day 
weekend hunt does not count 
against a nonresident adult 
hunter’s 14-day regular season 
waterfowl dates.

2011 Waterfowl 
Regulations Set

North Dakota’s 2011 wa-
terfowl season has been set, 
with season details similar to 
last year. The only significant 
change is the elimination of two 

waterfowl rest area.
Opening day for North Dakota 

residents is Sept. 24 for ducks, 
geese, coots and mergansers. 
Nonresidents may begin hunt-
ing waterfowl in North Dakota 
Oct. 1.

Hunters may take six ducks 
per day with the following 
restrictions: five mallards of 
which two may be hens, three 
wood ducks, two scaup, two 
redheads, two pintails and one 
canvasback. For ducks, the pos-
session limit is twice the daily 
limit.

The daily limit of five mergan-
sers may include no more than 
two hooded mergansers.

The waterfowl rest area 11 
miles north and three miles 
west of Steele in Kidder Coun-
ty, and four miles south and 
three miles east of Petersburg 
in Nelson County have been 
eliminated.

The hunting season for Cana-
da geese in the Missouri River 
zone will close Dec. 30, while 
the remainder of the state will 
close Dec. 22. The season for 
whitefronts closes Dec. 4, while 
the season on light geese is 
open through Dec. 30. Shooting 
hours for all geese are one-half 
hour before sunrise to 1 p.m. 
each day through Nov. 5. Be-
ginning Nov. 6, shooting hours 
are extended until 2 p.m. each 
day.

Extended shooting hours for 
all geese are permitted from 
one-half hour before sunrise 
to sunset on Saturdays and 
Wednesdays through Nov. 30, 
and on Saturdays, Sundays 
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and Wednesdays from Dec. 1 
through the end of each sea-
son.

The daily bag limit for Canada 
geese during the regular season 
is three, with six in possession. 
The daily limit on whitefronts 
is two with four in possession, 
and light goose is 20 daily, with 
no possession limit.

The special youth waterfowl 
hunting season is Sept. 17-18. 
Legally licensed residents and 
nonresidents 15 years of age 
or younger can hunt ducks, 
coots, mergansers and geese 
statewide. Youth hunters must 
have a general game and habi-
tat license and a fishing, hunt-
ing and furbearer certificate. 
A licensed adult at least 18 
years of age must accompany 
the youth hunter into the field. 
The daily bag limit and species 
restrictions for the youth season 
are the same as for regular duck 
and goose seasons.

Nonresidents have the option 
of buying either a statewide 
waterfowl license or one with 
zone restrictions. Nonresidents 
who designate zones 1 or 2 may 
hunt that zone for only one 
seven-day period during the 
season. Nonresident hunters 
who chose to hunt in zone 1 
or 2 and wish to use the full 14 
consecutive days allowed, must 
use the other seven days in zone 
3. Hunters in zone 3 can hunt 
that zone the entire 14 days.

In accordance with state law, 
nonresidents are not allowed 
to hunt on North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department wildlife 
management areas or conserva-
tion PLOTS (Private Land Open 

To Sportsmen) areas from Oct. 
8-14.

All migratory bird hunters, 
including waterfowl, must 
register with the Harvest In-
formation Program prior to 
hunting. Hunters purchasing 
a license from the Game and 
Fish Department can easily get 
a HIP number. Otherwise, hunt-
ers must call (888) 634-4798, or 
log on to the Game and Fish 
website at gf.nd.gov, provide 
the registration information, 
and record the HIP number 
on their fishing, hunting and 
furbearer certificate. Those 
who HIP registered to hunt this 
spring’s light goose season do 
not have to register again, as it 
is required only once per year.

Hunters should refer to the 
2011 North Dakota Waterfowl 
Hunting Guide, available in 
early September, for further de-
tails on the waterfowl season.

 
Popular Hunting Areas 

Affected by Flood
More than half of 72,000 wild-

life management area acres 
along the Missouri River that 
were once a haven for wildlife 
and a destination for hunters 
will likely be devoid of each 
this fall.

North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department biologists say 
nearly 40,000 acres – some of 
the most pristine public hunt-
ing lands in the state – have 
suffered from months of flood-
ing.

Jeb Williams, wildlife resource 
management supervisor in 
Bismarck, said 15,000 acres of 

the Oahe Wildlife Management 
Area have been inundated 
with water, essentially making 
it swampland that is at least 
temporarily unattractive to 
wildlife.

“This area south of Bismarck-
Mandan has been extremely 
popular with deer and pheas-
ant hunters, because it pro-
vides some of the best wildlife 
habitat in the state,” Williams 
said. “But this year’s flood has 
changed the dynamics dramati-
cally.”

There are 20-plus WMAs from 
Williston to south of Bismarck 
on the Missouri River System, 
and many were entirely or par-
tially flooded through spring 
and summer.

Kent Luttschwager, wildlife 
resource management super-
visor in Williston, said hunters 
will have to adapt this fall, as 
wildlife populations that have 
called the Missouri River bot-
toms home are now displaced 
because of high water.

“Lewis and Clark WMA is 
popular with hunters because it 
offers some of the most prolific 
wildlife habitat in the region,” 
Luttschwager said. “But excep-
tional wildlife habitat has been 
covered in water for several 
months.”

Dan Halstead, wildlife re-
source management supervisor 
in Riverdale, said the spillway 
channel running through River-
dale WMA near Garrison Dam 
was originally 30 yards wide, 
but is nearly 200 yards wide 
today.

“But this area was only cov-
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ered in water for maybe a week 
as the water quickly made its 
way back into the channel,” 
Halstead said. Because of this, 
he said access is gradually com-
ing around, and will continue to 
improve through September.

“We are going to have some 
vegetation issues, but the river 
bottoms in this area is in better 
condition than Bismarck and 
Williston, just because of the 
prolonged effects of overland 
flooding in those areas,” Hal-
stead said.

While no one can predict 
how much property will be 
lost to this year’s record flood, 
Luttschwager said it will take 
time to recover.

Upland Bird Numbers 
Down

North Dakota hunters should 
expect to see fewer upland 
game birds this hunting season, 
according to Aaron Robinson, 
State Game and Fish Depart-
ment upland game manage-
ment biologist. The season for 
sharp-tailed grouse, ruffed 
grouse and Hungarian par-
tridge opens Sept. 10.

“Excessive water has affected 
reproduction in areas, but there 
will be some areas good for 
sharptails,” Robinson said. 
“But no doubt birds will be 
harder to find.”

The spring sharptail breeding 
population was down 30 per-
cent from last year, with num-
bers falling from west to east. 
Losses of native prairie and 
acreage enrolled in the Con-

servation Reserve Program are 
negatively affecting the sharp-
tailed grouse population in 
North Dakota, Robinson said. 
In addition, three consecutive 
harsh winters and a wet, cold 
spring this year delayed nesting 
across the state.

Hungarian partridge numbers 
are also down, and more local-
ized, than last year, Robinson 
said. “Scouting areas will be 
critical to success,” he added. 
“At this time there is not one 
area that stands out from the 
rest. The cover is high, so hunt-
ers will need to scout and be 
willing to move to other areas 
to find localized pockets of 
birds.”

This spring’s statewide ruffed 
grouse drumming counts took a 
dip of 15 percent from 2010. The 
number of drumming males in-
creased almost 13 percent in the 
Pembina Hills, but the Turtle 
Mountains showed a 28 percent 
decrease from last year.

The sage grouse and prairie 
chicken seasons will remain 
closed in 2011 due to low popu-
lations.

Shooting hours are one-half 
hour before sunrise to sunset. 
Sharptails, ruffed grouse and 
Huns each have a daily limit 
of three and a possession limit 
of 12.

Hunters, regardless of age, 
must have a fishing, hunting 
and furbearer certificate and 
general game and habitat li-
cense. In addition, hunters age 
16 and older need a small game 
license.

For further season informa-
tion and regulations, hunters 
should consult the North Da-
kota 2011-12 Small Game Hunt-
ing Guide.

Flooding Affects 
Shooting Ranges, Moffit 
to Hold Public Sight-in 

Days
High water and the after-

effects of flooding along the 
Missouri River will likely keep 
some public shooting ranges 
closed throughout the fall.

MacLean Bottoms range south 
of Bismarck, Wilton Mine range 
near Wilton, and Lewis and 
Clark range south of Williston 
are all closed until further no-
tice.

Schmidt Bottoms range south 
of Mandan and Riverdale Wild-
life Management Area range 
near Riverdale remain open.

To alleviate congestion in the 
Bismarck-Mandan area, the 
Bismarck-Mandan Rifle and 
Pistol Association, in coop-
eration with the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department, 
will host several public sight-in 
days over the next two months 
at their club shooting range 
near Moffit.

Jon Hanson, Game and Fish 
Department hunter education 
and range grant coordinator, 
said area residents are encour-
aged to take advantage of this 
opportunity, especially with 
MacLean Bottoms and Wilton 
ranges closed due to flooding.

“The only public range avail-
able in the area is at Schmidt 
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Bottoms south of Mandan,” 
Hanson said. “It is relatively 
small, and will most likely be 
crowded as hunting season ap-
proaches.”

To help minimize traffic at 
Schmidt Bottoms, Hanson said 
BMRPA has agreed to provide 
opportunities for the general 
public. In addition to a pub-
lic sight-in weekend already 
scheduled for Oct. 1-2 (9 a.m. 
– 4 p.m.), public shooters are 
invited to BMRPA Sept. 9, 4-7 
p.m.; Sept. 23, 4-7 p.m.; Sept. 24, 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.; Oct. 14, 4-7 p.m.; 
Oct. 22, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.; and Oct. 
29, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Shooters must abide by club 
rules, Hanson said, which are 
listed on the BMRPA website, 
bmrpa.org. “All participants 
are asked to respect the prop-
erty, in addition to other shoot-
ers,” Hanson said.

The BMRPA club range is 
located near Moffit at 13839 
262 St. SE. GPS coordinates are 
N 46°395.4 W -100°2230.7. A 
printable map with directions 
is available on the BMRPA 
website.

Shooters sighting in firearms 
should always wear hearing 
and eye protection, keep their 
gun pointed in a safe direction, 
keep fingers off the trigger until 
ready to shoot, keep guns un-
loaded until ready to use, and 
identify the target and know 
what is beyond.

PLOTS Guide Available 
Online, at Vendors in 

Early September
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department’s Private Land 
Open To Sportsmen Guide for 
2011 is now available online 
at the Department’s website, 
gf.nd.gov. In addition, PLOTS 
Guides will be available at most 
license vendors throughout the 
state in early September.

The guide will feature about 
1 million PLOTS acres, a level 
reached in 2007 and maintained 
each year since.

Because the guide is printed 
in mid-August, some PLOTS 
tracts highlighted in the guide 
may have been removed from 
the program since the time of 
printing. There will also be 
some PLOTS tracts where the 
habitat and condition of the 
tract will have changed sig-
nificantly. Conversely, Game 
and Fish may have added new 
tracts to the program after the 
guide went to press.

To minimize possible confu-
sion, Game and Fish will up-
date PLOTS map sheets weekly 
on its website.

Hunters can also view the 
guide, and find a list of vendors 
where guides are available, on 
the website.

The PLOTS Guide features 
maps highlighting these walk-
in areas, identified in the field 
by inverted triangular yellow 
signs, as well as other public 
lands.

The guides are free, and avail-
able at county auditor offices 
and license vendors in the state; 

by walk-in at the Game and 
Fish Department’s Bismarck 
office; and at district offices in 
Riverdale, Harvey (Lonetree), 
Williston, Dickinson, Jame-
stown and Devils Lake.

The guides are not available 
to mail, so hunters will have to 
pick one up at a local vendor, 
or print individual maps from 
the website.

Dove Season Opens 
Sept. 1, Hunters 

Reminded of HIP
North Dakota’s dove season 

opens statewide Sept. 1, and 
hunters are reminded to regis-
ter with the Harvest Informa-
tion Program prior to hunting.

The daily limit is 15 and pos-
session limit is 30. Shooting 
hours are 30 minutes before 
sunrise to sunset. The season is 
open through Oct. 30.

All dove hunters must possess 
a fishing, hunting and furbearer 
certificate and a general game 
and habitat license, regardless 
of age. In addition, hunters ages 
16 and older need a small game 
license.

Hunters who purchase a hunt-
ing license through the state 
Game and Fish Department’s 
electronic licensing system 
(gf.nd.gov) or instant licens-
ing telephone number at (800) 
406-6409 can easily get HIP 
certified.

Otherwise, hunters can access 
the department’s website, or 
call (888) 634-4798 and record 
the HIP number on their fish-
ing, hunting and furbearer 
certificate.



54
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

October/November 2011                                            Now in our Twentieth year                                                            www.Bdarn.com

Those who registered to hunt 
the spring light goose season 
in North Dakota do not have 
to register with HIP again, as it 
is required only once per year. 
However, hunters must HIP 
register in each state for which 
they are licensed before hunting 
migratory game birds.

Landowners Seek Early 
Canada Goose Hunters
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department is starting a 
pilot program for matching ear-
ly Canada goose hunters and 
landowners in much the same 
way antlerless deer hunters are 
paired with landowners.

Waterfowl biologist Mike 
Szymanski said the Game and 
Fish Department is currently 
working with approximately 
40 landowners across the state 
who would like to host Canada 
goose hunters during the early 
season. Enrolled producers are 
also a part of the department’s 
depredation permit program 
during spring and summer.

“These landowners are expe-
riencing Canada goose depre-
dation problems,” Szymanski 
said. “We are using the same 
technique as the highly suc-
cessful antlerless deer program, 
but we do realize the hunting 
situations for the two species 
are different.”

Interested hunters can get 
their name on a list of possible 
participants by accessing the 
Game and Fish Department’s 
website at gf.nd.gov. Hunters 
who do not have Internet ac-
cess can call the department’s 

main office in Bismarck at (701) 
328-6300.

Hunters must provide their 
name, address and telephone 
number, and in the drop-down 
menu choose the “early Canada 
goose” season selection. In ad-
dition, in the comments section 
hunters must list up to five 
counties where they would 
like to hunt. From this list 
the department will select the 
number of hunters landown-
ers have agreed to host. These 
hunters will be sent the land-
owner’s name, phone number 
and hours available for contact. 
If selected, hunters will receive 
landowner contact information 
after opening weekend.

Szymanski said landowners 
may or may not have harvested 
cropland for hunting early Can-
ada geese, but could have hunt-
ing opportunities over water or 
other situations available.

“The hunter has to abide by 
the schedule and stipulations 
presented by the landowner,” 
Szymanski said.

North Dakota’s 2011 early 
Canada goose season opens 
Aug. 13. The season closes in 
the Missouri River zone Sept. 7, 
while the rest of the state has an 
ending date of Sept. 15.

HIP Certification 
Required for Migratory 

Bird Hunters
With opening day of early 

Canada goose season set for 
Aug. 13, migratory game bird 
hunters are reminded to regis-
ter with the Harvest Informa-
tion Program prior to hunting 
in North Dakota.

HIP certification is required 
for all migratory bird hunters, 
regardless of age, before hunt-
ing ducks, geese, swans, mer-
gansers, coots, cranes, snipe, 
doves or woodcock.

Hunter compliance is essen-
tial in order to obtain reliable 
national and regional estimates 
of annual harvest of all migra-
tory game bird species. These 
estimates provide information 
biologists need to make sound 
decisions concerning hunting 
seasons, bag limits and popula-
tion management.

Hunters who purchase a li-
cense through the North Da-
kota Game and Fish Depart-
ment’s electronic licensing 
system (gf.nd.gov) or instant 
licensing telephone number at 
(800) 406-6409 can easily get 
HIP certified.

Otherwise, hunters can access 
the department’s website, or 
call (888) 634-4798 and record 
the HIP number on their fish-
ing, hunting and furbearer 
certificate.

Those who registered to hunt 
the spring light goose season 
in North Dakota do not have 
to register with HIP again, as it 
is required only once per year. 
However, hunters must HIP 
register in each state for which 
they are licensed before hunting 
migratory game birds.

2011 Small Game and 
Furbearer Regulations 

Set
North Dakota’s 2011 small 

game and furbearer regulations 
have been set and most season 
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structures and bag limits are 
similar to last year. The only 
significant changes involve 
the early Canada goose and 
mountain lion seasons, and an 
introduction of an experimental 
fisher trapping season.

The early Canada goose sea-
son will open Saturday, Aug. 13, 
and have a daily limit of eight 
and a possession limit of 16.

The mountain lion season 
in Zone 1 will have a season 
quota of 14 lions, split into an 
early and late season. The early 
season opens Sept. 2 and con-
tinues through Nov. 20, or until 
the early season quota of 10 is 
filled. The late season opens 
Nov. 21, and will run through 
March 31, 2012, or until four 
lions are taken.

As in past years, the mountain 
lion season in Zone 2 (Sept. 
2 – March 31) does not have a 
quota.

An expansion of fishers in 
eastern North Dakota has al-
lowed the Game and Fish De-
partment to implement the 
state’s first experimental trap-
ping season. The season quota 
is 10 fishers taken by traps and 
cable devices. A limit of one 
fisher per person is allowed 
during this season.

Prairie chicken and sage 
grouse seasons will remain 
closed due to low popula-
tions.

Other small game and wa-
terfowl licensing details are 
similar to last year.

Only North Dakota residents 
are permitted to hunt waterfowl 
from Sept. 24-30 Nonresidents 

are allowed to hunt waterfowl 
in North Dakota beginning 
Oct. 1. Other waterfowl sea-
son details will be finalized in 
mid-August in the waterfowl 
amendment to the small game 
and furbearer proclamation.

In accordance with state law, 
nonresidents are not allowed 
to hunt on Game and Fish De-
partment wildlife management 
areas or conservation PLOTS 
(Private Land Open To Sports-
men) areas from Oct. 8-14.

Hunters should refer to the 
North Dakota 2011-12 Small 
Game and Furbearer guides 
(available mid-August) for 
more details on small game and 
furbearer seasons. Waterfowl 
regulations will be available in 
early September.

Early Canada Goose
Aug. 13
Sept. 15 (Sept. 7 Missouri River 
Zone)  Limit 8  
Poss 16

Doves
Sept. 1 - Oct. 30
Limit 15 Poss 30

Hungarian partridge
Sept. 10 - Jan. 8
Limit 3 Poss 12

Sharp-tailed grouse
Sept. 10 - Jan. 8
Limit 3 Poss 12

Ruffed grouse
Sept. 10 - Jan. 8
Limit 3 Poss 12

Woodcock
Sept. 24 - Nov. 7

Limit 3 Poss 6

Tundra swan
Oct. 1 - Jan. 1
Season limit of 1 per hunter

Pheasants
Oct. 8 - Jan. 8
Limit 3 Poss 12

 
 Swan Hunt Application 

Available Online
The online application for 

North Dakota’s 2011 tundra 
swan license lottery is avail-
able on the state Game and Fish 
Department’s website, gf.nd.
gov. The deadline for applying 
is Aug. 17.

Paper applications will be 
available the week of Aug. 1 
from Game and Fish offices, 
county auditors and license 
vendors. Hunters can also ap-
ply by calling (800) 406-6409. A 
service fee is added for license 
applications made by phone.

The statewide tundra swan 
hunting season is Oct. 1 – Jan. 
1, 2012. A total of 2,200 licenses 
are available. Successful appli-
cants will receive a tag to take 
one swan during the season. 
Since swans are classified as 
waterfowl, nonresidents may 
hunt them only during the 
period their nonresident water-
fowl license is valid.

North Dakota residents and 
nonresidents are eligible to 
apply.
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SOUTH DAKOTA
GFP Introduces 

Smartphone App for 
Licenses, Reservations 

and Information
The South Dakota Game Fish 

and Parks Department has 
unveiled an application for 
Android smartphones.

The program will allow users 
to access GFP hunting, fishing 
and camping information and 
will enable Android phone 
owners to purchase general 
hunting and fishing licenses, 
apply for big game licenses, 
make campground reservations 
in state parks, and access the 
South Dakota Public Hunting 
maps using the phone’s GPS 
(global positioning system) 
functionality.

“Outdoor enthusiasts are 
some of the most technically 
savvy people out there,” said 
Chris Marsh, GIS (geographi-
cal information systems) spe-
cialist with GFP.  “They want 
GPS maps, the ability to buy 
licenses and make campground 
arrangements on the fly. This 
free app will provide Android 
phone users instant informa-
tion about these things. They 
can also check current regula-
tions in our hunting and fishing 
handbooks.”

Marsh is currently working on 
other smartphone applications, 
which should be appearing 
soon.

“Each company has their 
own programming, software 
and permissions that need to 
be worked through,” Marsh 
said. “Ultimately, we want to 

provide this information to all 
smartphone users.”

The app can be found at: 
h t tps ://market .andro id .
c o m / d e t a i l s ? i d = c o m .
gfptab&feature=search_result

Goose Hunting C-O-R-R-
E-C-T-I-O-N-S

The South Dakota Game, Fish 
and Parks Department is ask-
ing that individuals who will 
be goose hunting in Perkins 
County this fall be aware of a 
misprint in the 2011 Hunting 
Handbook.

On page 22 of the Handbook, 
Perkins County is listed under 
both Unit 1 and Unit 2 Canada 
Goose hunting units. Perkins 
County is not part of Unit 1 
and should only be listed under 
Unit 2.

The season dates for hunt-
ing Canada Geese in Perkins 
County is Oct. 29 to Feb. 10.

In addition, the Wall Lake 
Game Bird Refuge in Hand 
County should be included as 
part of the listing of state ref-
uges on page 55.

Pheasant Counts Decline 
From Historic Highs, But 

Still Good
Pheasant brood counts indi-

cate that pheasant numbers in 
South Dakota have returned 
to levels below the remarkable 
high counts of the past few 
years.

However, the pheasant popu-
lation in the main part of the 
state’s pheasant range will still 
provide quality hunting op-

portunities.
From 2003 through 2010, the 

statewide pheasant-per-mile 
index was at levels not seen 
in the previous 40 years. The 
index this year is 46 percent 
lower than the 2010 index and 
41 percent lower than the aver-
age of the past 10 years.

“We observed abnormally 
high mortality of hen pheas-
ants during the brutal winter of 
2010-11,” explained Jeff Vonk, 
Secretary of the South Dakota 
Game, Fish and Parks Depart-
ment. “The loss of that repro-
ductive potential inhibited the 
ability of our pheasant popula-
tion to rebound to the record 
levels that we have enjoyed in 
recent years.”

Declines in the counts were 
consistent across the state and 
most pronounced in eastern 
South Dakota, where winter’s 
grip was tightest and grassland 
nesting habitat is diminished.

“We knew this day was com-
ing when important pheasant 
habitats provided by the cover 
in Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram fields were lost,” Vonk 
said.

CRP enrollments in the state 
are currently at 1.17 million 
acres, down from 1.56 million 
acres in 2007. The reduction 
equates to over 600 square 
miles of grassland habitat.

“On the other hand, we were 
pleasantly surprised how well 
pheasants responded in central 
South Dakota, where abundant 
moisture from winter snow and 
spring rain allowed grasslands 
to flourish and provide the 
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essential habitat for excellent 
pheasant production,” Vonk 
said.

The counts in the main pheas-
ant range are similar to or high-
er than the counts in 2002 when 
hunters bagged 1.2 million 
pheasants. Pheasant hunters 
harvested 1.8 million pheasants 
in 2010.

“All things considered, pheas-
ant numbers in much of the 
traditional pheasant range of 
the state are still good despite 
the declines in the counts,” 
Vonk said. “Much of South 
Dakota will continue to provide 
a premier opportunity to hunt 
pheasants.”

The complete 2011 Pheasant 
Brood Survey Report, includ-
ing local survey results for 
different areas of the state, can 
be found online at http://gfp.
sd.gov/hunting/small-game/
pheasant-outlook.aspx

Hunters Can Donate 
Geese from August 
Management Take

Resident Canada goose popu-
lations in South Dakota have 
continued to increase in recent 
years, exceeding population ob-
jectives and causing high levels 
of crop damage.

In an effort to reduce the goose 
population, South Dakota will 
implement an August Man-
agement Take Season for the 
second year, allowing hunters 
to harvest eight geese per day 
from August 13-28.

“We are looking to waterfowl 
hunters to assist in managing 
goose numbers, and the August 
Management Take is one tool 

to use in reaching population 
objectives,” said Tom Kirschen-
mann, chief of Terrestrial Ser-
vices for the Game, Fish and 
Parks Department.

To complement the special sea-
son, Kirschenmann said hunt-
ers can donate their harvested 
Canada geese to the Sportsmen 
Against Hunger program for 
distribution to needy families 
across the state.

“It’s as simple as hunters 
dropping off their harvested 
geese at one of the many par-
ticipating processors found on 
the Sportsman Against Hunger 
website and the processors take 
it from there,” added Ron Fowl-
er, Sportsmen Against Hunger 
coordinator. “Participating 
processors are key partners in 
making this program a success. 
Because both hunters and facili-
ties have varying schedules, it’s 
important for hunters to contact 
their desired processing facility 
to determine business hours 
and deadlines for dropping off 
geese for processing.”

While donating geese is a 
simple process, hunters must 
follow specific guidelines to 
meet federal migratory bird 
regulations.

“Federal regulations stipu-
late that the head or one fully 
feathered wing remain attached 
to each bird at all times while 
transported to the hunter ’s 
personal abode or a processing 
facility,” said Andy Alban, GFP 
Law Program administrator. 
“However, if harvested geese 
cannot be donated the day they 
are harvested and taken home 
for cleaning, hunters are al-

lowed to donate cleaned geese 
at later dates.”

To learn more about donat-
ing Canada geese during the 
August Management Take 
Season and the location of 
participating meat processors, 
hunters can visit http://www.
feedtheneedsd.com or call 800-
456-2758.

Duck and Goose Seasons 
Finalized

The South Dakota Game Fish 
and Parks Commission has 
finalized 2011 Waterfowl Sea-
sons.

The 2011 Duck Season will be 
split into four zones:

    * The High Plains Zone, 
which encompasses all of west-
ern South Dakota and portions 
of most Missouri River coun-
ties, season will run from Oct. 8, 
2011 through Jan. 12, 2012.

    * The Low Plains North and 
Middle Zones, which consist of 
most of the eastern half of South 
Dakota, season will run from 
Sept. 24 through Dec. 6.

    * The Low Plains South 
Zone, which consists of parts 
of Gregory, Charles Mix, Bon 
Homme, Yankton, Clay and 
Union Counties, season will 
run from Oct. 8 through Dec 
20.

The daily duck limit will be 
six, which may be comprised 
of no more than:
    * five mallards ( which may 
include no more than 2 hens)
    * three wood ducks
    * two redheads
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    * two scaup
    * two pintails
    * one canvasback

The possession limit will be 
twice the daily bag limit.

The South Dakota Goose 
Hunting Season will be split 
into three Units:

    * Unit 1, which consists of 
most of South Dakota, season 
will run from Oct. 1 through 
Dec. 18

    * Unit 2, which consists of 
Perkins County, portions of Fall 
River and Custer, and portions 
of a majority of the counties 
bordering the Missouri River, 
season will run from Oct. 29 
through Feb. 10

    * Unit 3, which consists of 
Bennett County, season will run 
from Jan. 7 - 15

A daily limit of three Canada 
geese, 20 light geese and 1 
white-fronted goose will be 
allowed with an unlimited pos-
session limit for light geese and 
twice the daily limit for Canada 
and white-fronted geese.

For more information on the 2011 
South Dakota Waterfowl Seasons, 
visit: http://gfp.sd.gov/hunting/
waterfowl/

Resident Senior 
Combination License 

Proposed
 The South Dakota Game Fish 

and Parks Commission is con-
sidering a proposal that would 
allow South Dakota residents 
who are 65 years and older to 
purchase a Senior Combination 
Fishing and Hunting License.

The special license would cost 
$34. Currently, seniors can get 
a discount fishing license, but 

no Senior Small-Game License 
option is available.

The commission is also con-
sidering a proposal to reduce 
the current $25 price of the 
Nonresident Junior Small Game 
License to $10.

Comments on both proposals 
can be sent to: Game, Fish and 
Parks, 523 E Capitol, Pierre, SD 
57501 or via email to wildinfo@
state.sd.us.

Both measures will be de-
cided by the GFP Commission 
at its Oct. 6 meeting in Rapid 
City at The Outdoor Campus-
West.Â Public comments will 
be allowed, beginning at 2 p.m. 
MDT.

WISCONSIN
Waterfowl hunters 

reminded to be sure of 
their target

Don’t shoot a swan or a 
whooping crane

With the opening of the reg-
ular Canada goose Exterior 
Zone hunting season on Friday, 
Sept. 16 and the northern duck 
season on Sept. 24, waterfowl 
hunters are reminded that 
swans, whooping cranes and 
other non-game birds are also 
migrating and to carefully iden-
tify all birds before shooting.

Successful efforts to restore 
trumpeter swans in Wiscon-
sin removed them from the 
state endangered species list. 
Whooping cranes are found 
mostly in central Wisconsin as 
the result of an ongoing reintro-
duction project. However, wild-
life ecologists remind hunters 

that the swans and whooping 
cranes are protected under state 
and federal law and caution 
waterfowl hunters to be sure of 
their target.

“Accidental or intentional 
shooting continues to be a 
concern for our expanding 
population of trumpeter swans 
and whooping cranes,” says 
Sumner Matteson, an avian 
ecologists with the Department 
of Natural Resources Bureau of 
Endangered Resources. “Hunt-
ers need to know the difference 
between swans and snow geese 
to prevent accidents.”

Trumpeter swans
Trumpeter swans are the larg-

est waterfowl species in North 
America. Adults are all white 
and stand up to 5 feet tall, 
weighing between 20 and 35 
pounds with a 7-foot wingspan. 
Younger swans, called cygnets, 
have grayish plumage and are 
smaller, but are still are sig-
nificantly larger than Canada 
geese, with which they are 
sometimes confused.

Trumpeter swans were once 
fairly common throughout the 
northern United States and 
Canada. Market hunting and 
the millinery trade rapidly de-
pleted nesting populations dur-
ing the 19th century. By 1900, 
it was widely believed that the 
species had become extinct. But 
a small non-migratory popula-
tion survived in the remote 
mountain valleys of Montana, 
Idaho, and Wyoming and later 
a population of several thou-
sand trumpeters were found to 
have survived in remote parts 
of Alaska and Canada.
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The DNR began a trumpeter 
swan recovery program in 1987 
in cooperation with the Mil-
waukee County Zoo and other 
agencies and organizations The 
trumpeter swan was listed as 
a state endangered species in 
1989 and Wisconsin began the 
first year of an eight-year pro-
gram to collect trumpeter swan 
eggs in Alaska that were artifi-
cially incubated and hatched 
at the Milwaukee County Zoo 
and then released. Wisconsin’s 
original recovery goal was to 
achieve a population of at least 
20 breeding and migratory 
pairs by the year 2000. In 2009, 
biologists counted a record 
183 trumpeter swan nests in 
23 counties and the trumpeter 
swan was removed from the 
state endangered species list. 
In 2011, biologists counted 
191 nesting pairs of trumpeter 
swans in Wisconsin.

Whooping cranes
The whooping crane is the tall-

est North American bird. It has 
a long neck, long dark pointed 
bill, and long thin black legs. A 
large crane can stand up to5 feet 
tall with a wing span of over 6 
feet. Biologists believe that ap-
proximately 1,400 whooping 
cranes existed in 1860. Their 
population declined because of 
hunting and habitat loss until 
1941 when the last migrating 
flock dwindled to an all-time 
low of 15 birds.

Since 1999, Wisconsin has 
played a major role in efforts 
to restore a migratory whoop-
ing crane population in eastern 
North America as a found-
ing member of the Whooping 

Crane Eastern Partnership 
(exit DNR), a large group of 
nine government and private 
sector organizations, with the 
mission of restoring a second 
self-sustaining migratory popu-
lation, with a core breeding area 
in Wisconsin. Prior to these 
restoration efforts, only one mi-
gratory population of whoop-
ing cranes existed in the wild 
that winters on the Gulf coast 
of Texas and migrates north in 
spring nesting in on the border 
of Alberta and Northwest Ter-
ritories in Canada. Any cata-
strophic event in this area could 
have completely eliminated the 
species.

Two release methods are be-
ing used to rebuild the popula-
tion. Initially, all captive-reared 
crane chicks were conditioned 
to follow an ultralight aircraft 
from central Wisconsin to the 
Gulf coast of Florida. These 
birds then make the return and 
subsequent migrations south 
unaided. This program was 
supplemented with the direct 
release of crane chicks into 
groups of whooping or sandhill 
cranes in central Wisconsin.

Including juvenile cranes ex-
pected to be reintroduced this 
fall, biologists estimate there 
are 115 cranes in the Wiscon-
sin to Florida flock and a total 
whooping crane population of 
599.

The unintentional shooting of 
a protected swan can result in 
state fines and restitution costs 
exceeding $2,000. The state 
penalty for intentionally shoot-
ing a whooping crane is a fine 
not less than $2,000 nor more 

than $5,000 or imprisonment 
for not more than nine months 
or both. In addition, violators 
face a three year revocation of 
all hunting privileges. Federal 
penalties can be substantially 
higher.

“Hunters have done a great 
job in learning the differences 
between swans and geese,” 
Matteson said. “But with the 
growing number of swans in 
the state, we want to remind 
them to continue to be vigilant 
in identifying their game.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Thomas Van Haren 
(608) 266-3244.

Duck season opens 
Sept. 24 in Wisconsin’s 

Northern and 
Mississippi River zones
 Hunters looking forward to 

the opening of Wisconsin’s 2011 
duck season in the Northern 
duck zone and new Mississippi 
River Zone on Sept. 24 should 
find good numbers of ducks, 
according to state wildlife of-
ficials.

The duck hunt in the northern 
zone opens at 9 a.m. Sept. 24 
and continues through Nov. 
22. The new Mississippi river 
zone, which was requested by 
duck hunters, also opens on 
Sept. 24 and runs through Oct. 
2, followed by a 12-day split 
(closure), reopening on Oct. 15 
and running until Dec. 4. Aside 
from opening day, hunting 
hours begin 30 minutes before 
sunrise. The southern zone 
duck season opens at 9 a.m. 
on Oct. 1 through Oct. 9, and 
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then closes and reopens Oct. 15 
through Dec. 4

Mississippi River 
subzone

Hunters along the Mississippi 
River should be aware of the 
differing season dates in the 
area they are hunting. While 
the season may be open on one 
side of the Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe Railroad, it could be 
closed on the other. Remember: 
the west side of the tracks is in 
the Mississippi River zone; the 
east of the tracks is in the South-
ern duck zone. A Mississippi 
River zone hunting factsheet 
(pdf) is available on the water-
fowl in Wisconsin pages of the 
DNR website.

“Wisconsin waterfowlers have 
potential for a good hunting 
season,” said Kent Van Horn, 
migratory game bird ecolo-
gist for the state Department 
of Natural Resources. “Conti-
nental breeding surveys that 
have been ongoing for 56 years 
reported record high numbers 
of ducks this spring. However, 
even with excellent early sea-
son indications, local condi-
tions and scouting will be the 
most important factors when 
pursuing ducks this fall.

“Many of the ducks harvested 
in Wisconsin come from birds 
that breed in the state’s wet-
lands. The four most abundant 
ducks in Wisconsin’s fall hunt-
ing harvest are mallards, wood 
ducks, green-winged teal, and 
blue-winged teal,” Van Horn 
said.

The daily bag limit is six 
ducks in total, not to include 

more  than  four 
mallards of which 
only one may 
be a hen, three 
wood ducks, 
o n e  b l a c k 
duck, two red-
heads, two scaup, 
two pintail, and one 
canvasback. The daily 
bag limit for mergan-
sers is five to include 
no more than two 
hooded mergan-
sers. The daily 
bag limit for 
coot is 15.

“As always, 
hunters who 
do the early 
l e g w o r k  – 
scouting for 
good wetland 
conditions and ob-
serving what areas birds 
are using -- will be the ones 
having a good hunt,” said Van 
Horn “Hunter survey data 
in Wisconsin show that duck 
hunters who scouted 3 or more 
times harvested an average of 
14.7 ducks while those who did 
not scout harvested an average 
of 4.8 ducks per season.”

Licenses & Stamps
Licenses and stamps required 

include a Wisconsin small game 
license, a Wisconsin waterfowl 
stamp and a federal migratory 
bird stamp. The $15 federal 
stamp can be purchased at a 
U.S. Post Office. Hunters will 
also have the option of purchas-
ing the federal stamp privilege 
at license vendors for an addi-
tional $2.50 surcharge. The pur-

chase 
will be noted on their license. 
The stamp itself will arrive 
weeks later in the mail. State li-
censes, permits, and stamps are 
also available through Wiscon-
sin’s Online Licensing Center.

Be sure to be HIP
Waterfowl and other migra-

tory bird hunters must also 
register each year with the 
federal Harvest Information 
Program (HIP) which places 
them on a list of hunters that 
may receive a mailing asking 
them to provide a summary of 
their waterfowl harvest. HIP 
registration is free and should 
occur at the time hunters pur-
chases their licenses or state 
waterfowl stamps.
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Additional information is 
available on the Waterfowl in 
Wisconsin is available on

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Kent Van Horn 
(608) 266-8841

Preliminary results of 
summer game bird brood 

surveys
Annual brood sightings of 

upland game birds is one mea-
sure the Wisconsin wildlife 
officials use to both to monitor 
population trends and to give 
hunters another bit of informa-
tion for decisions they’ll make 
during fall hunting activities. 
Brood production surveys for 
pheasants, ruffed grouse, and 
wild turkey are conducted 
by Department of Natural 
Resources employees and the 
public during the months of 
June, July and August. Biolo-
gists stress however that these 
reports are preliminary and 
could change.

The Summer Wildlife Inquiry 
(SWI) questionnaire was sent to 
approximately 5,000 rural land-
owners throughout the state in 
mid August asking if they had 
any game birds on their prop-
erty. Rural landowners in Wis-
consin’s primary turkey range 
were also sent report cards for 
reporting turkey broods seen 
during this time period.

DNR and federal field employ-
ees report the type and number 
of game bird young seen during 
their normal working duties 
during a 10-week period from 
mid-June through mid-August. 
In addition, the general public 

contributed information again 
this year, via the online Game 
Bird Brood Survey, which al-
lowed them to report the type 
and size of game bird broods 
they may have seen during the 
same 10-week period.

“Brood rearing conditions 
have a great impact on nesting 
and rearing success,” says Brian 
Dhuey, DNR wildlife surveys 
coordinator. “Weather during 
the early part of June is most 
critical for turkey, pheasant and 
grouse populations, as this is 
when recently hatched chicks 
are most susceptible to hypo-
thermia if they get wet.”

Weather in Wisconsin dur-
ing the months of June, July 
and August was two to three 
degrees warmer than average, 
with precipitation near normal 
in the north and 3 to 4 inches 
below normal for the south-
ern half of the state. Parts of 
northern Wisconsin had a large 
rainfall event on the June 18 and 
19, with some areas receiving 
2 inches of rain. Temperatures 
were normal to above during 
this same period.

“It’s possible that some brood 
losses occurred during this rain 
event,” Dhuey said. “Spring 
phenology was delayed in 
much of the state prior to the 
brood rearing season and may 
have affected nesting and/
or brooding efforts. The late 
spring may have also affected 
the availability of insects once 
broods hatched.”

Ruffed Grouse
The number of rural landown-

ers reporting ruffed grouse 
on their property was down 2 

percent from last year and 31 
percent below the long-term 
mean. DNR personnel reported 
a downturn in grouse produc-
tion, with a 15 percent decline 
in the number of broods seen 
per hour from 2010 levels. The 
number of ruffed grouse broods 
seen per hour was down in both 
the central (-32 percent) and 
northern (-8 percent) regions, 
with only the southwestern 
region showing an increase 
(+25 percent). Brood size, as re-
ported by DNR personnel, was 
up slightly with 4.2 young per 
brood reported in 2011, from 
4.0 reported in 2010. The size of 
grouse broods observed by the 
public on the online Game Bird 
Brood Survey was 5.1, identical 
to that reported last year.

“This spring’s grouse drum-
ming survey showed an upturn 
of 38 percent in the number of 
breeding grouse in the state in 
2011. Even though our brood 
count data are down somewhat, 
it appears that Wisconsin is still 
at or near the current grouse 
cycle high,” Dhuey said.

Pheasant
The number of rural landown-

ers reporting pheasants on their 
property was down 12 percent 
from last year and 20 percent 
below the long-term mean. The 
number of pheasant broods 
seen per hour by DNR field 
personnel fell 16 percent from 
2010 levels, although brood size 
was up slightly. DNR field per-
sonnel reported 4.5 young per 
brood in 2011 as compared with 
4.3 in 2010. The size of pheasant 
broods observed by the public 
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on the online Game Bird Brood 
Survey was 5.6, also slightly 
higher than the 5.3 poults per 
brood observed last year.

“The Spring Breeding Pheas-
ant survey showed a decline 
in breeding pheasants of 30 
percent. The downturn in 
pheasant numbers suggested 
by both the spring surveys and 
brood count data in part likely 
reflects the impacts of harsh 
weather conditions during the 
past several winters,” Dhuey 
added. “More problematic 
long-term, however, is the 
deteriorating habitat base in 
Wisconsin. With high corn 
and soybean prices, many 
acres previously in grassland 
cover have been converted to 
row crops. For example, we’ve 
lost more than 300,000 acres 
of Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram enrollments state-wide 
in the last 15 years. We’ll not 
likely see a significant rebound 
in pheasant numbers until we 
find a way to replace these 
acres on the landscape.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Brian Dhuey (608) 
221-6342 or Scott Walter (608) 
267-7861
Ruffed grouse seasons 

open September 17
Hunter safety should be a 

top priority
 The 2011 fall wild turkey and 

ruffed grouse seasons are set 
to open at the start of shoot-
ing hours on Sept. 17, and 
state wildlife officials say that 
hunter prospects are good for 
both seasons.

Overall, Wisconsin’s state-

wide wild turkey population 
remains strong and wildlife 
officials have maintained the 
number of fall turkey permits 
at 95,700, the same number that 
was offered during last year’s 
fall turkey season.

“After 30 years of sustained 
population growth and expan-
sion across the state, turkeys are 
now found statewide, and local 
populations will likely nudge 
upward or downward from 
year to year as weather deter-
mines annual levels of survival 
and reproduction,” says Scott 
Walter, upland game ecologist 
for the Department of Natural 
Resources.

Watson says the spring 2011 
Wisconsin turkey harvest was 
down 16 percent, reflecting a 
series of relatively hard winters, 
wet springs, and snow, wind, 
and rain early in the 2011 spring 
season that limited hunter ac-
cess to birds.

“Harvest during the fall sea-
son does not play a significant 
role in turkey population dy-
namics, and hunters ventur-
ing into the fall woods should 
expect a hunt similar to that of 
2010,” he said.

As during the 2010 fall season, 
hunters may use dogs statewide 
to hunt wild turkey this fall.
Ruffed grouse drumming 

counts up
Spring drumming survey data 

suggest that Wisconsin’s ruffed 
grouse population increased 38 
percent statewide between 2010 
and 2011, and hunters should 
therefore expect a rewarding 
season this fall. Due to a variety 

of factors, ruffed grouse popu-
lations cycle up and down, with 
peaks occurring approximately 
every 10 years.

In northern Wisconsin, survey 
data suggest a current grouse 
population as high as any since 
the early 1970s. 2011 likely 
marks the current peak popu-
lation for grouse in Wisconsin, 
and hunters should therefore 
plan to take advantage of out-
standing grouse hunting op-
portunities this fall.

Hunters are reminded of the 
requirement for blaze orange 
on ground blinds on DNR lands 
during any Gun Deer Season 
(please see page 9 of the 2011 
Wisconsin Small Game Hunting 
Regulations for more informa-
tion). Ground blinds on DNR 
lands left unattended must also 
have the owner’s name and 
address or DNR Customer ID# 
attached near the door opening. 
Ground blinds may not be left 
out overnight. Please note that 
these ground blind rules do not 
apply to ground blinds being 
used for hunting waterfowl 
or to blinds built only out of 
natural vegetation found on the 
DNR property.

Grouse and turkey hunters 
should also note that during 
any gun or muzzleloader deer 
season, including the Oct. 8-9 
youth deer hunt, antlerless 
hunts, and CWD hunts (see 
the 2011 Wisconsin Deer Hunt-
ing Regulations for season 
dates), blaze orange clothing is 
required. A hat, if worn, must 
be at least 50 percent blaze 
orange.

Grouse hunters are encour-
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aged to “Be HIP!” if they also 
plan to pursue woodcock, 
mourning doves or other mi-
gratory game birds

Upland hunters that may har-
vest woodcock are reminded 
that the season does not begin 
until Sept 24, a week after 
grouse opens, and that they 
must meet the federal require-
ment to be registered with the 
Harvest Information Program 
(HIP) before hunting these 
and other migratory game 
birds. Registration is free and 
is available through all license 
vendors as well as online; hunt-
ers will only need to answer a 
few short questions. Though 
not a requirement for hunting 
ruffed grouse, federal rules 
do require that hunters use a 
plugged shotgun limited to 
holding three shells when hunt-
ing migratory game birds such 
as woodcock. These are both 
important points to remember 
even if you may only harvest 
woodcock opportunistically. 
To learn more about HIP, visit 
http://dnr.wi.gov and search 
for “Harvest Information Pro-
gram.”

2011 Ruffed Grouse 
Season Dates:

Zone A: Sept. 17 through Jan. 
31, 2012

Zone B: Oct. 15 through Dec. 
8

More information is available 
on the Wisconsin wild turkey, 
ruffed grouse, and harvest in-
formation program pages on 
the DNR website.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
CONTACT: Scott Walter, Up-

land Wildlife Ecologist: (608) 
267-7861 or Sharon Fandel, As-
sistant Upland Wildlife Ecolo-
gist: (608) 261-8458 Bob Man-
well, Office of Communication: 
(608) 264-9248

2011 Wisconsin 
waterfowl hunting 

seasons set
The Natural Resources Board 

set 2011 waterfowl season dates 
and bag limits and approved 
creation of a third waterfowl 
hunting zone at its meeting 
today in Spring Green.

“Waterfowl hunters can look 
forward to a full 60-day duck 
season with a six-duck daily 
bag, and an 85-day exterior 
goose zone season,” said Kent 
Van Horn, Department of Natu-
ral Resources waterfowl ecolo-
gist. “It was a good year for 
duck production in Wisconsin 
and across the continent. Over-
all conditions were very good 
for breeding ducks. The conti-
nental breeding duck estimates 
hit a record level at 45.6 million 
ducks making 2011 good year to 
be a duck hunter.

“As always, the most suc-
cessful hunters will be the ones 
doing the early season scouting, 
locating the smaller isolated 
potholes that can attract water-
fowl when hunting pressure is 
high in other areas and securing 
permissions from landowners 
well in advance,” added Van 
Horn. “I’d like to thank the 
thousands of hunters who par-
ticipated in the development 
of our new duck hunting zones 
and wish all waterfowl hunters 

a successful and safe season.”
2011 waterfowl season 

structure
During the 60-day season 

duck season, the daily bag limit 
is six ducks in total. The six-
duck total may include no more 
than four mallards, of which 
only one can be a hen, three 
wood ducks, two redheads, 
one black duck, two pintail, 
two scaup and one canvasback. 
In addition, five mergansers 
to include not more than two 
hooded mergansers. Coot daily 
bag of 15. (For duck species not 
listed such as teal and ring-
necked ducks, the combined 
total with all other species may 
not exceed six ducks).

    * Northern Zone-Sept. 24 at 
9 a.m.-Nov. 22.

    * Southern Zone-Oct. 1 at 9 
a.m.-Oct. 9, and Oct. 15 –Dec. 
4.

    * Mississippi River Zone-
Sept. 24 at 9 a.m. – Oct. 2, Oct. 
15-Dec. 4 (12 day split Oct 
3-14), 

Youth Waterfowl Hunt
The youth waterfowl hunt 

will be Sept. 17-18. Youth may 
harvest Canada geese in all 
zones during these 2 days. All 
bag limits and tag requirements 
apply for the zone hunted. 
These days overlap with open 
goose seasons in most areas so 
adults will also be able to har-
vest geese but not ducks during 
the youth hunt.

“The youth waterfowl hunt 
is important to the future of 
waterfowl hunting and I en-
courage all waterfowl hunters 
to take a son, daughter, niece, 
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nephew or family friend out for 
this weekend,” said Van Horn. 
“It’s a great time to share your 
experience with a new or pro-
spective waterfowler, outside of 
the regular duck seasons, when 
there are fewer hunters compet-
ing for spots and when warmer 
weather can be anticipated.”

Canada geese
The state is apportioned into 

two goose hunting zones: Hori-
con and Exterior. Other goose 
management subzones with-
in the Exterior Zone include 
Brown County and the Missis-
sippi River.

    * Early Canada goose: Sept. 
1-15.

    * Exterior Zone: 85 days. Dai-
ly bag of two Canada geese.

    * North Zone: Sept. 16-23 
and Sept. 24, (9a.m.)-Dec. 9.

    * South Zone: September 
16-30, October 1 (9 a.m.)-Oct. 9 
and Oct. 15-Dec. 14.

    * Mississippi River Subzone: 
Sept. 24 (9a.m.)-Oct. 2, Oct. 15-
Dec. 29. 

Horicon Time Periods: Hunt-
ers with Horicon zone per-
mits will be issued six tags for 
the time period that they are 
awarded. The daily bag limit 
will be two geese with a pos-
session limit of six.

Horicon : 92 days Period 1 
Sept. 16-Oct. 30, Period 2 Oct. 
31 –Dec. 16

Other Geese: Brant and Light 
geese Seasons will be the same 
as for the Canada goose zones/
subzones. The daily bag limit 
will be one brant and 20 snow, 
blue or Ross’ geese. White 

fronted geese season will be the 
same as Canada geese for the 
Exterior zone and within the 
Horicon zone the season will be 
from Sept. 20-Dec. 16. The daily 
bag limit will be one.
Third Waterfowl hunting 

zone added
The new three-zone season 

structure adds a third water-
fowl zone to the existing north-
ern and southern duck zones. 
The new third zone consists 
of the Mississippi River from 
roughly Prescott to the Wis-
consin – Illinois border, west 
of the railroad, and is identical 
to the current Mississippi River 
Canada goose subzone. What 
is now identified as the Missis-
sippi River Zone for duck hunt-
ers will open Sept. 24 – Oct. 2; 
reopening Oct 15 through Dec. 
4. Goose seasons in this zone 
will continue through Dec. 29.

Mentored Hunting
Wisconsin’s mentored hunt-

ing law allows any registered 
hunter age 18 and older to 
introduce anyone age 10 and 
older to hunting without the 
mentee first passing a hunter 
safety education course. It’s a 
great way to generate excite-
ment and interest in adding 
hunting to a lifestyle. Interested 
hunters can learn more at the 
Mentored Hunting Law page 
of the DNR website.

DNR firmly supports 
removing gray wolf 

from federal endangered 
species list

The Department of Natural 
Resources firmly supports the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
in delisting the wolf in the 
upper Great Lakes states. Wis-
consin has exceeded its delist-
ing goal eight times over and 
must have flexibility to manage 
problem wolves if any support 
for wolves by the public is to 
continue.

While the department is com-
mitted to long-term conserva-
tion of wolves in Wisconsin, it 
is critical that we be allowed to 
manage wildlife populations 
within our borders. Wiscon-
sin has approximately 800 
wolves; this is the most wolves 
ever counted in the state. Wolf 
numbers far exceed the federal 
delisting recovery goal of 100 
wolves for both Wisconsin and 
Michigan, and are causing real 
problems.

It is time for management 
of wolves in Wisconsin to be 
turned over to us. The same is 
true for Minnesota and Michi-
gan. For this to happen, the wolf 
must first be removed (delisted) 
from endangered or threatened 
status under the Endangered 
Species Act.

We support the USFWS in its 
current attempt to delist, but 
we also strongly disagree with 
its conclusion that a newly dis-
covered and separate species of 
wolf exists in the Western Great 
Lakes. Wisconsin’s wolves are 
the same species that was listed 
in 1978, and are most closely as-
sociated with the gray wolf. Re-
cent genetic analyses refute the 
existence of Eastern wolves as 
a separate species. Wisconsin’s 
wolves are of mixed genetics, 
but they are physically indistin-
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guishable, readily interbreed, 
and occupy the same range.

Wolves in Wisconsin act and 
behave as a single population 
and must be managed as a 
single population. Accordingly, 
our message to the USFWS is 
clear and strong: Don’t muddy 
the waters with this indefen-
sible two-population concept. 
We need a solid, defensible, 
delisting proposal, and we need 
it now.

Minnesota, Michigan, the 
U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance, the 
Wisconsin Wildlife Federation, 
Defenders of Wildlife, Timber 
Wolf Alliance, and the Natural 
Resources Defense Council, 
prominent scientists actively 
working with wolf genetics, 
and other organizations and 
government agencies support 
Wisconsin’s position: Wisconsin 
has a gray wolf population that 
has successfully recovered.

The public grows weary of 
the delays and government 
inaction. They need to know 
that their state DNR is push-
ing hard to get this done. The 
ball is in the USFWS’s court, 
again. It needs to make the 
right decisions and to publish 
an effective delisting rule that 
will withstand challenges from 
those opposed to the delisting 
of wolves.

I will not stop pushing on this 
issue until we have delisting of 
wolves and relief for Wisconsin 
residents who are seriously 
struggling with our unchecked 
and unmanaged growing wolf 
population. That’s a promise.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Adrian Wydeven – 

(715) 762-1363

End of online game bird 
brood survey period

Saturday, August 20 marked 
the end of the online game bird 
brood survey being conducted 
by Department of Natural Re-
sources wildlife officials. While 
the survey period is over, wild-
life watchers may still report 
observations until September 
1.

Game bird brood observations 
can be reported by going to the 
DNR website and keyword 
search ‘game bird’. A survey 
link is provided at the bottom 
of the web page.

The wildlife surveys group of 
the DNR asked outdoor enthu-
siasts and hunters to report the 
number and size of game bird 
broods they observed from June 
12 through August 20.

“We are most interested in 
sightings of wild turkey, pheas-
ant, ruffed grouse, gray par-
tridge, sharp-tailed grouse, 
bobwhite quail, and greater 
prairie chicken broods,” said 
Brian Dhuey, DNR wildlife 
researcher.

“Preliminary data shows that 
43 percent of turkey hens had 
a brood and the brood aver-
aged 4.4 poults. Brood size for 
ruffed grouse was 6.3 young 
per brood. Of the ring-necked 
pheasants reported, 47 percent 
of the hens had a brood and the 
brood averaged 6.5 young per 
brood,” Dhuey said.

This survey will provide the 
DNR with another estimate 
of game bird brood produc-

tion. The hope is to pool this 
information with other spring 
and summer surveys done by 
DNR personnel and use the 
information to determine the 
overall status of game birds in 
the state.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Brian Dhuey (608) 
221-6342 or Jes Rees (608) 221-
6360

Trail map iPhone app for 
state’s largest forest

 Visitors to the Northern 
Highland-American Legion 
State Forest can have a “virtual” 
guide to help them as they 
explore Wisconsin’s largest 
state forest trail system. A free 
iPhone/iPad/iPod application 
providing users with trail 
locations, maps and details is 

now available.
Developed in partnership with 
the North Lakeland Discovery 
Center in Manitowish Waters, 
the application is available 
through the Discovery Center’s 

website.
“This will increase the service 
provided to our customers 
by using mobile applications 
to meet user demands,” said 
Teague Pritchard, a public lands 
specialist with the Department 
of Natural Resources Division 
of Forestry. “The Northern 
Highland-American Legion 
State Forest averages 3 million 
visitors each year and having 
t h i s  f re e  d o w n l o a d a b l e 
application will reduce the 
number of paper trail maps the 
forest must print. That saves the 
forest money that can be used 
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for other needs and means the 
visitor with a mobile device 
won’t have to trek back to a 
visitor center to request a map 

if they want to go hiking.”
The Northern Highland-
American Legion State 

Forest is also featured in this 
month’s issue of Natural 
Resource Magazine in the 
article, “Hidden in Plain 

Sight.” The 225,000 acre forest 
was established in 1925 and 
features 930 lakes and 250 
miles of rivers and creeks.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Kirsten Held - 

(608) 264-6036
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ABC Gun Dog Classic/
Championship

The ABC Gun Dog Clas-
sic/Championship concluded 
yesterday afternoon at Union 
County Bird Dog Ranch near 
Thayer, Iowa. Twenty-six dogs 
competed over the two day 
period. Weather was typical for 
early autumn: morning temper-
atures were in the 40s and 50s, 
with afternoon temperatures 
reaching the mid to high 70s. 
Judges were Jim Brigham and 
Bob Powell, who remarked on 
the overall quality of the stake 
and how hard it was to separate 
the winners.

Birdwork was plentiful, 
with multiple finds in every 
brace. Thanks to the all the folks 
who helped make this event 
run so smoothly. Special thanks 
to our sponsors

Purina and Tri-Tronics. 
Placements are:

1. Glade Run Nutmeg o/
David Webb, h/ Tom Tracy, Jr.

2 .  DC Rico’s Hi-Proof 
Bootlegger o/Chuck and Jill 
Schaefer, h/Bob Burchett

3. Augustus Of Tiger o/Bo 
and Renae Ackerman, h/Tom 
Tracy, Jr.

4. CH/AFC Diamond Hill 
Dangerous Man o/Paul and 
Lisa Pollock, h/Lisa Pollock

Brittany Updates

The New England 
Brittany Championship 

Association
The New England Brittany 

Championship Association held 
its Open and Amateur Champi-
onships at Flaherty Field Trial 
Area in East Windsor, CT start-
ing on September 19 following 
the CNEBC weekend trial.

Let’s just say, if you can 
make a competitive?hour here, 
you can make an hour any-
where.? Congratulations to all 
the winners and placers- truly 
an accomplishment.

Sorry for the delay in this 
posting, and for any errant 
question marks from lovely 
AOL from their server.? These 
results were submitted to me by 
Chairperson Lynda Zartarian.? 
I will post the Derby results 
soon.

New England Brittany 
Amateur Championship 

18 starters
Judges Mike Ernest and 

Marvin Roth

1. Hit’s a Rocky Road - Judy 
& Ralph Kiracofe O, Ralph 
Kiracofe H

2. Marjo’s Here for the Party 
Marsha Luisi o, Joe Luisi H

3. Diamond Hill Dancer - 
Sebatian Ventura O,H

4. Hit’s Along for the Ride - 
Ralph & Judy Kiracofe O, Judy 

Kiracofe H
Open Championship:

 22 Starters
Allen Welch and Elias Rich-

ardson

1. Piney Run Hank- Rob 
Donohue O, Ben Lorenson H

2. Savannah’s Hot Shot - 
Bob & Sherri Hudson O, Ben 
Lorenson H

3. Star’s Dixie Pearl - Mike 
Bennetch O, Kyle Merrill H

4. One off Mojito Mike - 
Patti Hunt O, Kyle Merrill H

Iowa BC Field Trial
The Iowa BC Field Trial fin-

ished today. We had 3 days of 
near-perfect autumn weather. 
Thanks to all the judges, club 
members, and others who 
contributed their collective ef-
forts to make this a successful 
event.

The Iowa BC awards a Dual 
Dog Award at each trial for 
the dog with the most com-
bined points in the Specialty 
(held Friday night of the trial 
weekend) and the Field Trial. 
This fall there were two con-
tenders, Lost Creek A Shot Of 
Bourbon, who was Reserve 
Winners Dog in the Specialty 
and took first in Open Derby at 
the trial, and DC Masked Jack 
Of Diamonds, who was given 
a Judges Award Of Merit in the 
Specialty and won the Amateur 
Gun Dog stake. The winner for 
Fall 2011 was DC Masked Jack 
Of Diamonds. We find it very 
satisfying that this award has 
become so hotly contested over 
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the past few years; this bodes 
well for the future of the Dual 
Dog concept.
Open Puppy (15 starters)

J: Skip Wonnell and Chuck 
Schaefer
1. Roux-Bee o-Ben Hunt, h-Ed 
Tillson
2. Big Prairie Holy Tarah o-
Norm Boettcher, h-Kevin Stone-
house
3. Tequila Twister o-Jessica 
Carlson, h-Ed Tillson
4. KBK’s Light Years Ahead o/h 
Kevin Stonehouse

Open Derby (21 starters)
J: Jim Mills and Ken Seivert
1. Lost Creek A Shot Of Bour-
bon o-George and Cindy Mc-
Cann, h-George McCann
2. Raise The Bar o-Katherine 
Thompson, h-Ed Tillson
3. Roustabout’s Nes Quick o-
Paul Rosevear, h-Bob Burchett
4. Rountabout’s White Knight
o-Paul Rosevear, h-Tom Tracy, 
Jr.

Open All Age (51 
starters)

J: Ken Seivert and Jim Mills
1. FC Joker’s Jackpot
o-Steve Ralph, h-Jim John
2. JJ’s Tasmanian Devil
o-Joe Williams, h-Ed Tillson
3. Gun Runner’s Gotta Lotta 
Mo
o-Beverly Stokes and William 
Hancock, h-Bill Hancock
4. DC Shadow Attack
o-Phil  Dangerfield,  h-Ed 
Tillson

Amateur All Age (18 
starters)

J: Richard Brewington and 
Chuck Schaefer
1. FC Joker’s Jackpot o/h Steve 
Ralph
2. Spanky’s Little Pill Bandit 
o/h Bill Hancock
3. DC Shadow Attack o-Phil 
Dangerfield, h-Jessica Carlson
4. TLM Frequent Flyer o/h 
Harlan Gerardy

Open Gun Dog (36 
starters)

J: Steve Ralph and Skip Won-
nell
1. DC Rico’s Hi-Proof Bootleg-
ger o-Chuck and Jill Schaefer, 
h-Bob Burchett
2. Glade Run Nutmeg o-David 
Webb, h-Tom Tracy, Jr.
3. Georgia’s Texas Two Step 
o-Travis and Clayton Tangen, 
h-Tom Tracy, Jr.
4. FC Chesterfield’s Molly o-Bo 
and Renae Ackerman, h-Tom 
Tracy, Jr.

Amateur Gun Dog (16 
starters)

1. DC Masked Jack Of Dia-
monds o-Rod and Carol Maves, 
h-Jessica Carlson
2. FC/AFC Git-R-Dun o/h 
Bruce Heiter
3. FC Lost Creek Kate o-George 
and Cindy McCann, h-George 
McCann
4. ANJ’s Amazing Grace o-

CNEBC Fall Trial
Flaherty Field Trial Area

East Windsor, CT
17Sep11-18Sep11

This was a good sized trial 
with just plain ideal weather 
and Flaherty Field Trial area 
has never looked better. Hur-
ricane Irene’s floods washed 
out the major culvert crossing 
up to the tobacco barn, but the 
repair was in time for this trial 
and the NEBCA Championship 
to follow.

Thank you to chairperson 
Aaron Crown who kept things 
going smoothly,

Dottie and Lou Boyatzi who 
run the kitchen from dawn to 
dusk, and members who line 
marshaled, filled bird bags, 
planted birds- Guy Pagella, 
Dennis Duguay, Joan Bevers, 
Art Hem rough, Bob Hallberg, 
Tom Reynolds and the seem-
ingly unseen but ever present 
help of Leslie Hunt, Dennis 
Harkcom and Lynda Zartar-
ian who help out and keep me 
sane in so many ways. Even 
non-members pitched in to help 
plant, such as Mike Blondin, 
Tom Mercier, Michelle Sala, Bill 
Terry-Savage, and others who 
I am sure I forgot- if so, I am 
sorry. Maryellen and Dick John-
son were in attendance and put 
together an amazing gift basket 
raffle, which was won by the 
very lucky Rita Poland.

The winner of the Open 
Gun Dog was crowned a New 
Field Champion! It is always 
thrilling to announce those 
wins. Now called FC Bebop’s 
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Heart and Soul, this dog other-
wise known as “Buddha” was 
breeder/owner handled to this 
win by Leslie Hunt.

Open Puppy 8 Starters
Judges Marvin Roth and Lisa 
Pollock
1. Ace’s Grand Slam. Owner 
Lynda Zartarian. Handler Den-
nis Harkcom.
2. Green Mountain Shot Gun 
Lizy. Owner Mike and Deb Blon-
din. Handler Mike Blondin.
3. Boudreaux’s Dakota Plum 
Nuts, Owner Darlene and Da-
vid Dow. Handler Darlene 
Dow.
4. Capewinds Perfect Ten. 
Owner/Handler Tania Lewan-
dowski.

Amateur Walking Puppy 
8 Starters

Judges Leslie Hunt and Bruce 
Conover
1. Diamond Hill Gone with the 
Breeze. Owner Paul and Lisa 
Pollock. Handler Lisa Pollock
2.  Diamond Hil l  Danger 
and Suspense. Owner Lau-
rie O’Donnell. Handler Matt 
O’Donnell.
3. Ace’s Grand Slam. Owner 
Lynda Zartarian. Handler Den-
nis Harkcom.
4. Boudreaux’s Dakota Plum 
Nuts, Owner Darlene and Da-
vid Dow. Handler Darlene 
Dow.

Open Derby 5 Starters
Judges Mike Blondin and Den-
nis Harkcom

1. Little Boogie Woogie Boy. 
Owner/Handler Shan Wes-
sels.
2. Boudreaux’s Gunpowder 
and Lace. Owner Darlene Dow 
and Ed Kostka. Handler Dar-
lene Dow.
3. Hot Roddin’ Days Gone By. 
Owner Michelle Sala. Handler 
Mike Roderka.
4. Withheld.

Amateur Walking Derby 
14 Starters

Judges Leslie Hunt and Patti 
Hunt

1. Orvis. Owner/Handler Dar-
ren Kiley.
2. Glory Days. Owner/Handler 
Scott Blair.
3. Rylee’s Rolling Thunder of 
Coos. Owner Ray Gorman and 
Pete Mazzagglia. Hander Ray 
Gorman.
4. Centerville’s Dot. Owner/
Handler Darren Kiley.

Open Gun Dog 28S
Judges Mitch Swierczynski and 
Keith Madden

1. Bebop Heart and Soul. Own-
er/Handler Leslie Hunt. NEW 
FC!!!
2. Ace’s Bonus Myles. Owner 
Lynda Zartarian. Handler Den-
nis Harkcom.
3. Hit’s A Rocky Road. Owner 
Ralph and Judy Kiracofe. Han-
dler Ralph Kiracofe.
4. FC/AFC Marjo’s Here for the 

Party. Owner/Handler Marsha 
Luisi.

Amateur Gun Dog 
26 Starters

Judges Marsha Luisi and Joe 
Luisi

1. FC/AFC Coos Rylee. Owner/
Handler Ray Gorman.
2. Morningside Beau Fortune. 
Owner/Handler Gary Guz.
3. Capewind’s Muddy Waters. 
Owner/Handler Tania Lewan-
dowski.
4. Mr. P’s Twinkie. Owner/
Handler John Poland.

Open Limited Gun Dog 
23 Starters

Judges Lisa Pollock and Marvin 
Roth
1. Mr. Hires. Owner Trent Smith. 
Handler Ben Lorenson.
2. Hit’s Showtime. Owner John 
and Joan Perry. Handler Joan 
Perry.
3. One Off Mojito Mike. Owner 
Patti Hunt. Handler Ben Loren-
son.
4. Finn MacCuhal. Owner Wil-
liam F. Gorman. Handler Ben 
Lorenson.

Open All Age 
13 Starters

Judges Mike Blondin and Dennis 
Harkcom
1. CH Up N’ Adam’s Prairie Wind. 
GSP. Owner/Handler Katie Tazza.
2. CH Up N’ Adam’s Motorin 
Scooter. GSP. Owner/Handler Ka-
tie Tazza.
3. Diamond Hill Deuce’s Gone 
Wild. Owner Paul and Lisa Pollock. 
Handler
Lisa Pollock.
4. DC/AFC FlashFire’s Bang-A-
Gong. Owner Dottie and Louis 
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Gun Shows

Alabama 
 Oct 15-16 Gun Show 
Jefferson Civic Center 
North Expo Hall Bir-
mingham 
 Oct 15-16 Gun Show 
City Meeting Center 
17th & Noble Annis-
ton 
 Oct 22-23 Gun Show 
Conference Center 
Hightower Place Flor-
ence 
 Dec 17-18 Gun Show 
Cahaba Shriners Pulas-
ki Pike & Winchester 
Rd Huntsville 

California 
 Nov 5-6 Gun Show 
Seaside Park 101 Free-
way & Calif St Ven-
tura 
 Nov 19-20 Gun Show 
Glendale Civic Au-
ditorium 1401 North 
Verdugo Rd Glendale 

Colorado 
 Nov 25-27 Gun Show 
Expo Center 2801 W. 
Colorado Ave Colo-
rado Springs 

Florida 
 Oct 8-9 Gun Show 
Armory 900 SW 20th 
St Ocala 
 Oct 15-16 Gun Show 
American Legion 26821 
W Newberry Rd New-
berry 
 Oct 22-23 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 2497 State 
Rd 16 W Green Cove 

 Oct 22-23 Gun Show 
Metrolina Expo Cen-
ter 7100 Statesville Rd 
Jackson 
 Oct 29-30 Gun Show 
Arena  Hwy 51  N 
Southaven 
 Nov 5-6 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Pasca-
goula 
 Nov 12-13 Gun Show 
Mississippi Trade Mart 
I55 & High St Jackson 
 Nov 19-20 Gun Show 
Convention Center 
Natchez 
 Nov 26-27 Gun Show 
Forest County Multi-
Purpose Center Hwy 
49 S Hattiesburg 
 Dec 9-11 Gun Show 
Tupelo Furniture Mar-
ket 1879 North Coley 
Rd Tupelo 
 Dec 9-11 Gun Show 
Coliseum Biloxi 
 Dec 10-11 Gun Show 
Metrolina Expo Cen-
ter 7100 Statesville Rd 
Jackson 
 Dec 10-11 Gun Show 
Mississippi Trade Mart 
I55 & High St Jackson 
 Dec 17-18 Gun Show 
County Coliseum Phil-
adelphia 

North Carolina 
 Oct 1-2 Gun Show 
Crown Expo Center 
1960 Coliseum Dr Fay-
etteville 
 Oct 22-23 Gun Show 
Metrolina Expo Cen-
ter 7100 Statesville Rd 
Charlotte 

Springs 
 Nov 5-6 Gun Show 
Tallahassee Mall 2415 
N Monroe Street Tal-
lahassee 
 Nov 12-13 Gun Show 
National Guard Ar-
mory 41905 Loudin 
Center Place Jackson-
ville 
 Dec 3-4 Gun Show 
German Social Club 
2101 SW Pine Island 
Rd Cape Coral 
 Dec 10-11 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 3610 S 
Florida Avenue In-
verness 
 Dec 17-18 Gun Show 
Armory 8551 West Ve-
nable St Crystal River 

Indiana 
 Oct 21-23 Gun Show 
State Fairgrounds Blue 
Ribbon Building India-
napolis 

Kansas 
 Oct 6-9 Gun Show 
Kansas Coliseum 1229 
E. 85th North Wichita 
 March 1-4 Gun Show 
Kansas Coliseum 1229 
E. 85th North Wichita 

Kentucky 
 Dec 10-11 Gun Show 
Kentucky Fair 937 Phil-
lips Lane Louisville 

Louisiana 
 Nov 5-6 Gun Show 
Northshore Harbor 
Center 100 Harbor 
Center Blvd Slidell 

Maryland 
 Nov 5-6 Gun Show 
S h o w p l a c e  A re n a 
Route 4 & Route 301 
Upper Marlboro 
 Nov 12-13 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Exit 55 
I-70 Frederick 
 Mar 17-18 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds I-70 Exit 
80 Baltimore 

Minnesota 
 Oct 1-2 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Snelling 
Ave At Como St Paul 
 Oct 29-30 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Snelling 
Ave At Como St Paul 
 Dec 10-11 Gun Show 
River Centre St Paul 

Missouri 
 Nov 5-6 Gun Show 
Convention Center St 
Charles 
 Jan 4-5 Gun Show KCI 
Expo Center 11731 N 
Amassador Kansas 
City 
 July 27-29 Gun Show 
KCI Expo Center 11731 
N Amassador Kansas 
City 

Mississippi 
 Oct 1-2 Gun Show 
Magnolia Center Lau-
rel 
 Oct 7-9 Gun Show Tu-
pelo Furniture Market 
1879 North Coley Rd 
Tupelo 
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 Nov 19-20 Gun Show 
Metrolina Expo Cen-
ter 7100 Statesville Rd 
Raleigh 
 Nov 27-28 Gun Show 
Metro Expo Center I77 
Exit 16A Charlotte 
 Dec 3-4 Gun Show 
Crown Expo Center 
1960 Coliseum Dr Fay-
etteville 
 Dec 10-11 Gun Show 
Metrolina Expo Cen-
ter 7100 Statesville Rd 
Charlotte 
 Dec 17-18 Gun Show 
NC State Fairgrounds 
Jim Graham Building 
1025 Blueridge Blvd 
Raleigh 
New Hampshire 

 Oct 15-16 Gun Show 
Radisson Hotel I 293 
Exit 5 N Manchester 

Ohio 
 Oct 1-2 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Rt 309 
Lima 
 Oct 1-2 Gun Show 
Hara Arena 1001 Shiloh 
Springs Rd Dayton 
 Oct 8-9 Gun Show Rob-
ert Center 123 Gano Rd 
Wilmington 
 Oct 8-9 Gun Show Sha-
ronville Civic Center 
I75 Exit 15 Sharonville 
 Oct 8-9 Gun Show 
Roberts Center Wilm-
ington 
 Oct 15-16 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Montpe-
lier 
 Oct 16 Gun Show 
Sportsmans Club 1658 
Agosta Meeker Rd N 
Marion 

 Nov 5-6 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Rt 309 
Lima 
 Nov 5-6 Gun Show 
Expo Center Colum-
bus 
 Nov 12-13 Gun Show 
Sharonville Civic Cen-
ter I75 Exit 15 Sharon-
ville 
 Nov 12-13 Gun Show 
Lucas Cty Recenter 
2901 Key St Maumee 
 Nov 19-20 Gun Show 
Hara Arena 1001 Shiloh 
Springs Rd Dayton 
 Nov 19-20 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Montpe-
lier 
 Nov 20 Gun Show 
Sportsmans Club 1658 
Agosta Meeker Rd N 
Marion 
 Dec 3-4 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Rt 309 
Lima 
 Dec 10-11 Gun Show 
Hara Arena 1001 Shiloh 
Springs Rd Dayton 
 Dec 17-18 Gun Show 
Sharonville Conven-
tion Center I75 Exit 15 
Sharonville 
 Dec 17-18 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Montpe-
lier 
 Dec 18 Gun Show 
Sportsmans Club 1658 
Agosta Meeker Rd N 
Marion 

Oklahoma 
 Nov 12-13 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds  Expo 
Square 21st Between 
Harvard & Yale Tulsa 
 Mar 31-1 Gun Show 

Fairgrounds  Expo 
Square 21st Between 
Harvard & Yale Tulsa 

Pennsylvania 
 Oct 22-23 Gun Show 
Convention center 
135 Mall Blvd Monro-
eville 
 Nov 12-13 Gun Show 
Mall Route 28 Pitts-
burgh Mills 
 Dec 10-11 Gun Show 
Convention Center 
135 Mall Blvd Monro-
eville 
 Dec 16-18 Gun Show 
Valley Forge Conven-
tion Center King Of 
Prussia 
 Jan 14-15 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds 2151 N 
Main St Washington 
 Mar 23-25 Gun Show 
Valley Forge Conven-
tion Center King Of 
Prussia 
 June 15-17 Gun Show 
Valley Forge Conven-
tion Center King Of 
Prussia 
 Sept 14-16 Gun Show 
Valley Forge Conven-
tion Center King Of 
Prussia 
 Sept 22-23 Gun Show 
Chautauqua Cty Fair-
grounds Luzerne Cty 
Fairgrounds Dallas 

South Carolina 
 Nov 5-6 Gun Show 
Convention Center 
2101 N Oak Street Myr-
tle Beach 

Tennessee 
 Oct 8-9 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Wedge-
wood Ave Nashville 

 Nov 5-6 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Wedge-
wood Ave Nashville 
 Dec 3-4 Gun Show 
Fairgrounds Wedge-
wood Ave Nashville 

Texas 
 Oct 1-2 Gun Show 
Convention Center 100 
Washington Ave Waco 
 Oct 1-2 Gun Show 
Event Center 200 East 
Stacy Road #1350 Al-
len 
 Oct 8-9 Gun Show 
MPEC Exhibit Hall 
5th & Burnett Wichita 
Falls 
 Oct 14-16 Gun Show 
Texas Cowboy Hall 
of Fame 128 East Ex-
change Ave Ft Worth 
 Oct 15-16 Gun Show 
Pasadena Convention 
Center 7902 Fairmont 
Parkway Pasadena 
 Oct 15-16 Gun Show 
Exhibit Hall 2323 Big 
Town Blvd Mesquite 
 Oct 22-23 Gun Show 
Will Rogers Center 
3401 Burnett Tandy Ft 
Worth 
 Oct 29-30 Gun Show 
Rodeo Exhibition 1818 
Rodeo Drive Mes-
quite 
 Oct 29-30 Gun Show 
Harvey Hall 2000 W 
Front St Tyler 
 Nov 5-6 Gun Show 
Will Rogers Center 
3401 Burnett Tandy Ft 
Worth 
 Nov 12-14 Gun Show 
Convention Center 
7902 Fairmont Park-



72
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

October/November 2011                                            Now in our Twentieth year                                                            www.Bdarn.com

way Pasadena 
 Nov 19-20 Gun Show 
Bell County Expo Cen-
ter I35 Exit 292 Belton 
 Nov 19-20 Gun Show 
Rodeo Exhibition 1818 
Rodeo Drive Mes-
quite 
 Nov 19-20 Gun Show 
Exhibit Hall 2323 Big 
Town Blvd Mesquite 
 Nov 26-27 Gun Show 
Market Hall I35E & 
Dallas Market Center 
Blvd Dallas 
 Dec 3-4 Gun Show 
Pasadena Convention 
Center 7902 Fairmont 
Parkway Pasadena 
 Dec 3-4 Gun Show 
MPEC Exhibit Hall 
5th & Burnett Wichita 
Falls 
 Dec 3-4 Gun Show 
Event Center 200 East 
Stacy Road #1350 Al-
len 
 Dec 10-11 Gun Show 
Harvey Hall 2000 W 
Front St Tyler 
 Dec 17-18 Gun Show 
Exhibit Hall 2323 Big 
Town Blvd Mesquite 
 Dec 17-18 Gun Show 
Will Rogers Center 
3401 Burnett Tandy Ft 
Worth 
 Jan 14-15 Gun Show 
Market Hall I35E & 
Dallas Market Center 
Blvd Dallas 
 Jan 28-29 Gun Show 
MPEC Exhibit Hall 
5th & Burnett Wichita 
Falls 
 Apr 14-15 Gun Show 

Dallas Convention 
Center Dallas 
 April 14-15 Gun Show 
Market Hall I35E & 
Dallas Market Center 
Blvd Dallas 
 April 27-29 Gun Show 
Texas Cowboy Hall 
of Fame 128 East Ex-
change Ave Ft Worth 
 May 19-20 Gun Show 
MPEC Exhibit Hall 
5th & Burnett Wichita 
Falls 
 June 9-10 Gun Show 
Market Hall I35E & 
Dallas Market Center 
Blvd Dallas 
 Aug 11-12 Gun Show 
MPEC Exhibit Hall 
5th & Burnett Wichita 
Falls 
 Sept 22-23 Gun Show 
Market Hall I35E & 
Dallas Market Center 
Blvd Dallas 

Virginia 
 Oct 8-9 Gun Show 
VFW Post 1503 Min-
nieville Rd Dale City 
 Oct 8-9 Gun Show Fair-
grounds 4808 South 
Valley Pike Harrison-
burg 
 Oct 15-16 Gun Show 
The Showplace 3000 
Mechanics Tpke Rich-
mond 
 Oct 29-30 Gun Show 
Roanoke Civic Center 
I81Exit 143 I581 Exit 4E 
Roanoke 
 Nov 4-6 Gun Show 
Sportsplex Center 221 

Commonwealth Ct 
Winchester 
 Nov 5-6 Gun Show 
Scope 201 East Bram-
bleton Ave Norfolk 
 Nov 5-6 Gun Show 
VFW Post 1503 14631 
Minnieville Rd Dale 
City 
 Nov 12-13 Gun Show 
Richmond Raceway 
I295 Exit 38-B Rich-
mond 
 Nov 18-20 Gun Show 
Expo Center Chantilly 
 Nov 26-27 Gun Show 
Convention Center I-64 
Exit 263-B Hampton 
 Dec 3-4 Gun Show 
The Showplace 3000 
Mechanics Tpke Rich-
mond 
 Dec 10-11 Gun Show 
F a i rg ro u n d s  4 8 0 8 
South Valley Pike Har-
risonburg 
 Dec 10-11 Gun Show 
Harrisonburg 
 Dec 17-18 Gun Show 
VFW Post 1503 14631 
Minnieville Rd Dale 
City 
 Dec 17-18 Gun Show 
Civic Center 1001 Roa-
noke Boulevard. Sa-
lem 

West Virginia 
 Oct 28-29 Gun Show 
National Guard Ar-
mory Coonskin Drive 
Charleston 
 Nov 18-19 Gun Show 
Raleigh Cty Civic Cen-
ter Rt 19 And Eisen-
hower Dr Beckley 
 Dec 16-18 Gun Show 
National Guard Ar-

mory Coonskin Drive 
Charleston 

For a 
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Calendar Of Events For Field Trials & Hunt Tests

Arizona 
 Dec 3-4 Copper State 
Hunting Retriever 
Club NAHRA Test Ar-
lington 
 Dec 10-11 Western 
Arizona Gun Dog Re-
triever NAHRA Test 
Arlington 
British Columbia 

 Oct 1-2 Vancouver 
Island Retriever Club 
Tr ia l  Crof ton Bir-
git Juergensen 1830 
Prosser Rd Saanichton 
BC V8M 1N3 250-652-
6203 

California 
 Oct 1-2 Hills Ferry 
Hunting Retriever Club 
Nahra Test Modesto 
 Oct 28-30 Professional 
Retriever Trainers As-
soc Trial Clear Creek 
Sports Club 21497 
Liberal Ave. Corning 
Missy Bell 589 Louis Dr 
Novato CA 94945-3347 
209-606-3114 

Colorado 
 Oct 8-9 Vizsla Club of 
Colorado Hunt Test 
Colorado Gun Dog 
Assn Grounds Stras-
burg Marty Sanford 
35534 Cloud Dance Ct 
Elizabeth CO 80107-
7858 303-683-6357 
www.vizslacolorado.
org 

Iowa 
 Oct 1-2 Skunk River 

Retriever Hunt Test 
Lake Red Rock Knox-
ville Julie Reeves 2501 
Galeston Ave Oska-
loosa IA 52577-8888 
641-673-5491 

Illinois 
 Oct 7-9 American Am-
ateur Retriever Club 
Trial Des Plaines Wild-
life Area Wilmington 
Mary Mcginnis 901 S. 
McLean Hudson IL 
61748 309-726-1477 

Ontario 
 Oct 1-2 Bancroft Re-
triever Club Trial Ban-
croft Nancy Rapson 
30871A Hwy 28E RR4 
Bancroft ON K0l 1C0 
613-332-6168 
 Oct 1-2 Central On-
tario Spaniel Club Trial 
Dornoch Patricia Epp 
1267 Con 8 RR 4 Wa-
terford ON N0E 1Y0 
519-443-5974 
 Oct 14-16 Canadi-
an National Spaniel 
Championship Dor-
noch Patricia Epp 1267 
Con 8 RR 4 Waterford 
ON N0E 1Y0 519-443-
5974 
 Nov 12-13 South West-
ern Ontario Spaniel 
Trial Fisherville Patri-
cia Epp 1267 Con 8 RR4 
Waterford ON N0E 
1Y0 519-443-5974 

Pennsylvania 
 Oct 8-9 Vizsla Club 

Of Greater NY Hunt 
Test Freeland Kennel 
Club Stage Coach Road 
Weatherly Nancy An-
derson 544 Hessinger 
Lake Rd Jeffersonville 
NJ 12748-6200 845-482-
3414 www.thevcgny.
com 

Texas 
 Oct 1-2 Brazosport Re-
triever Club Hunt Test 
4408 Kasmiersky Rd. 
Fayetteville John Green 
9734 Benlyn Houston 
TX 77025 713-660-0627 
www.brcdogs.org 
 Dec 9-11 Red River 
Retriever Club Of Tex-
as Trial Dave & Judy 
Fowler’s Property 1969 
CR 2900 Dodd City 
Becky Edwards 2005 
E Hwy 56 Bonham TX 
75418 903-640-4545 

Virginia 
 Oct 8-9 Old Dominion 
Retriever Club NAH-
RA Test Heathsville 
www.odrclub.com 
 Nov 11-13 Rappahan-
nock NAVHDA Hustle 
Alyssa Pease 703-765-
5715 
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Dog Shows

Alabama 
 Nov 25 Anniston Ken-
nel Club Show Gar-
rett Coliseum Grounds 
1555 Federal Drive 
Montgomery Onofrio 
Dog Shows L.L.C. 

Arkansas 
 Oct 1-2 Hot Springs 
National Park Kennel 
Club Show Convention 
Center 134 Convention 
Boulevard Hot Springs 
Onofrio Dog Shows 
L.L.C. 
 Oct 1-2 Arizona White 
Mountain Kennel Club 
Show Show Low High 
School 1200 N Cougar 
Lane Show Low Onof-
rio Dog Shows L.L.C. 
 Nov 11-12 Canada Del 
Oro Kennel Club Show 
Rillito Park CO Park 
4502 North 1st Ave. 
Tucson Onofrio Dog 
Shows L.L.C 
 Nov 13-14 Madera 
Canyon Kennel Club 
Show Rillito Park CO 
Park 4502 North 1st 
Ave. Tucson Onofrio 
Dog Shows L.L.C 
 Dec 4-5 Imperial Val-
ley Kennel Club Show 
Fairgrounds 2520 E 
32nd St Yuma Jack 
Bradshaw Dog Shows 

Hawaii 
 Oct 1-2 Windward 
Hawaiian Dog Fanci-
ers Association Show 
Samuel Wilder King 
Intermediate School 
46-155 Kamehameha 
Highway Kaneohe 
MB-F Inc. 

Iowa 
 Oct 15-16 Mason City 
Kennel Club Show 
N o r t h  I o w a  F a i r-
grounds All Seasons 
Highway 18 West 3700 
4th St SW Mason City 
Onofrio Dog Shows 
L.L.C. 

Kentucky 
 Oct 8-9 Owensboro’s 
River City Kennel Club 
Show Hines Center 
One Wellness Drive 
Philpot Onofrio Dog 
Shows L.L.C. 

Massachusetts 
 Oct 21-22 Albany Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show 
Eastern States Expo-
sition Grounds 1305 
Memorial Ave West 
Springfield MB-F Inc. 
 Oct 23 Troy Kennel 
Club Inc. Show East-
ern States Exposition 
Grounds 1305 Memo-
rial Ave West Spring-
field MB-F Inc. 
 Nov 11-13 Souhegan 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Trade Center 150 Royal 
Plaza Drive Fitchburg 
MB-F Inc 

California 
 Oct 29-30 Kennel Club 
of Riverside Show Lake 
Perris State Recreation 
Area 17801 Lake Perris 
Dr Perris Jack Brad-
shaw Dog Shows 

Florida 
 Oct 8-9 Suwannee 
Valley Kennel Club 
of Florida Show Fair-
grounds Branford Hwy 
Lake City MB-F Inc 
 Oct 13-14 Greater 
Naples Dog Club Inc. 
Turner  Agri -Civic 
Center 2250 N.E. Roan 
Street Arcadia MB-F 
Inc. 
 Oct 15-16 Greater Ven-
ice Florida Dog Club 
Show Turner Agri-
Civic Center 2250 N.E. 
Roan Street Arcadia 
MB-F Inc. 
 Nov 17-18 Seminole 
Dog Fanciers Associa-
tion Show Greater Oc-
ala Dog Show Grounds 
Eastside CR 25A N 2 
3mi N of SR 326 Ocala 
MB-F Inc 
 Nov 19-20 Greater 
Ocala Dog Club Inc. 
Show Greater Ocala 
Dog Show Grounds 
Eastside CR 25A N 2 
3mi N of SR 326 Ocala 
MB-F Inc 
 Dec 10-11 Greater 
Miami Dog Club Inc. 
Show Fair Expo Center 

10901 S W 24th Street 
Miami MB-F Inc. 
 Dec 15 Brevard Ken-
nel Club Show Fair-
grounds 4603 W Co-
lonial Drive Orlando 
MB-F Inc 
 Dec 16 Central Flor-
ida Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Convention Cen-
ter 9800 International 
Drive Orlando Onofrio 
Dog Shows 
 Dec 16 Space Coast 
Kennel Club of Palm 
Bay Show Convention 
Center 9800 Interna-
tional Drive Orlando 
MB-F Inc. 

Georgia 
 Oct 21 Douglasville 
Kennel Club of Georgia 
Show Atlanta Exposi-
tion Cntr South 3850 
Jonesboro Rd Atlanta 
Onofrio Dog Shows 
 Oct 22 Atlanta Kennel 
Club Inc. Show At-
lanta Exposition Cntr 
South 3850 Jonesboro 
Rd Atlanta Onofrio 
Dog Shows 
 Oct 23 Newnan Ken-
nel Club Show Atlanta 
Exposition Cntr South 
3850 Jonesboro Rd 
Atlanta Onofrio Dog 
Shows 
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Maryland 
 Oct 14-15 Catonsville 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Fairgrounds 2210 Fair-
grounds Road West 
Friendship MB-F Inc 
 Nov 26 Chesapeake 
Kennel Club of Mary-
land Inc. Show Fair-
grounds 2210 Fair-
grounds Road West 
Friendship MB-F Inc 
 Nov 27 Upper Marl-
boro Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Fairgrounds 2210 
Fairgrounds Road West 
Friendship MB-F Inc 
 Nov 28 National Capi-
tal Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Fairgrounds 
2210 Fairgrounds Road 
West Friendship MB-F 
Inc 

Michigan 
 Oct 1-2 Monroe Ken-
nel Club Show Fair-
grounds 3775 S Custer 
Rd Monroe MB-F Inc 
 Nov 11 Greater Mus-
kegon Kennel Club 
Shows Expo 2500 Turn-
er Ave N W Grand 
Rapids MB-F Inc 
 Nov 12 Kalamazoo 
Kennel Club Inc. Shows 
Expo 2500 Turner Ave 
N W Grand Rapids 
MB-F Inc 
 Nov 13 Grand Rapids 
Kennel Club Shows 
Expo 2500 Turner Ave 
N W Grand Rapids 
Roy Jones Dog Shows 
Inc 
 Dec 3-4 Ingham Coun-
ty Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Michigan State 

University East Lan-
sing MB-F Inc 

Minnesota 
 Oct 8-9 Wright County 
Minnesota Kennel Club 
Show Fairgrounds 800 
Century Avenue SW 
Hutchinson Onofrio 
Dog Shows 

Mississippi 
 Dec 3-4 Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Kennel Club 
Show Fairgrounds 
15321 County Farm 
Road Gulfport Onofrio 
Dog Shows L.L.C. 

North Carolina 
 Nov 12-13 Furniture 
City Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Coliseum 300 
Deacon Blvd Winston-
Salem MB-F Inc. 
 Nov 18 Salisbury 
North Carolina Kennel 
Club Show Cabarrus 
Arena and Events Cen-
ter 4751Highway 49 
North Concord MB-F 
Inc. 
 N o v  1 9  G r e a t e r 
Monroe Kennel Club 
Show Cabarrus Are-
na and Events Center 
4751Highway 49 North 
Concord MB-F Inc. 
 Nov 20 Fayetteville 
K e n n e l  C l u b  I n c . 
Show Cabarrus Are-
na and Events Center 
4751Highway 49 North 
Concord MB-F Inc. 

Nebraska 
 Oct 20-21 Cornhusker 
Kennel Club of Lincoln 
Nebraska Inc. Show 
Lancaster Event Cen-
ter 4100 N 84th Street 

Lincoln Onofrio Dog 
Shows L.L.C. 
 Oct 22-23 Platte Valley 
Kennel Club of Fre-
mont Nebraska Show 
Lancaster Event Cen-
ter 4100 N 84th Street 
Lincoln Onofrio Dog 
Shows L.L.C. 

New Jersey 
 Oct 16-17 Ramapo 
Kennel Club Show 
Horseshows Grounds 
Plains Road Augusta 
Jim Rau Dog Shows 
Ltd 

New York 
 Oct 1 Onondaga Ken-
nel Association Inc. 
Show Sampson State 
Park Rte 96A Romulus 
Jim Rau Dog Shows 
 Oct 2 Kanadasaga 
Kennel Club Inc. Show 
Sampson State Park 
Rte 96A Romulus Jim 
Rau Dog Shows 

Ohio 
 Oct 8-9 Fulton Coun-
ty Ohio Kennel Club 
Show Fairgrounds 
Hwy 108 Wauseon 
MB-F Inc 
 Oct 15-16 Mad River 
Valley Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Fairgrounds 
SR 68 & SR 55 Urbana 
MB-F Inc 
 Nov 17 Sandusky Ken-
nel Club Show Fair-
grounds 717 East 17th 
Ave Columbus MB-F 
Inc 
 Nov 20 Central Ohio 
Kennel Club Show 
Fairgrounds 717 East 
17th Ave Columbus 

MB-F Inc 
 Dec 16 Medina Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Exposi-
tion Center 6200 River-
side Drive Cleveland 
MB-F Inc 

Oklahoma 
 Oct 15-16 Sooner State 
Kennel Club Show 
Fairgrounds East Ox-
ford Ave. Enid Onofrio 
Dog Shows L.L.C. 
 Oct 22-23 Lawton Dog 
Fanciers Association 
Show Fairgrounds 
920 SW Sheridan Rd. 
Lawton Onofrio Dog 
Shows L.L.C. 

Oregon 
 Oct 8 Devon Dog Show 
Association Inc. Show 
Horse Show Grounds 
Rte 100 Ludwigs Cor-
ner MB-F Inc 
 Oct 8 Fort Steuben 
Kennel Association 
Inc. Show Raccoon 
Twp Fireman Grounds 
4061 Patterson Rd Al-
iquippa MB-F Inc 
 Nov 5-6 Back Moun-
tain Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Fairgrounds 
West  Third  Street 
Bloomsburg Jim Rau 
Dog Shows Ltd 
 Nov 17-18 Penn Trea-
ty Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Expo Center 100 
Station Avenue Oaks 
MB-F Inc. 
 Nov 18 Greater Phila-
delphia Dog Fanciers 
Association Show Expo 
Center 100 Station Av-
enue Oaks MB-F Inc 
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For a complete 
calendar go to 

www.BDarn.com

Tennessee 
 O c t  1 - 2  G re a t e r 
Murfreesboro Ken-
nel Club Inc. Show 
Middle Tenn State 
Univ Livestock Cen-
ter 1720 Greenland Dr 
Murfreesboro Onofrio 
Dog Shows L.L.C. 

Texas 
 Oct 20-21 Stephenville 
Kennel Club of Texas 
Show Bell County Ex-
position Center 301 
West Loop 121 Belton 
Onofrio Dog Shows 
L.L.C. 
 Oct 22-23 Bell County 
Kennel Club Show Ex-
position Center 301 
West Loop 121 Belton 
Onofrio Dog Shows 
L.L.C. 

Vermont 
 Oct 8-9 Champlain 
Valley Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Fairgrounds 105 
Pearl St. Essex Junction 
MB-F Inc 
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Birds In The Pan

Quail with White 
Grapes recipe

Ingredients:
4 quails.
1 tablespoon of lemon juice.
1⁄2 teaspoon of seasoned salt.
White pepper, to taste.
1⁄2 cup of flour.
1/3 cup of butter.
1/3 cup of white wine.
1/3 cup of chicken broth.
1 tablespoon of lemon juice.
1⁄4 cup of seedless white grapes.
2 tablespoons of toasted almonds, 

sliced.

Directions:

Rinse the birds and pat dry inside 
and out, then drizzle with 1 table-
spoon of lemon juice and sprinkle 
with salt and white pepper.

Allow to stand for 1 hour then coat 
with flour.

In a saucepan, sauté the quail in 
butter until golden.

Add the white wine, chicken broth 
and remaining lemon juice; cover and 
simmer for 20 minutes.

Add the grapes and almonds and 
cook for 5 more minutes or until the 
birds are tender.

Wild Fowl in Mushroom 
Sauce 

2 ducks or 1 goose (breasted)
1 egg  2 tbsp. milk
1 tsp. salt  1/4 tsp. paprika
1/4 tsp. pepper
1/2 lb. mushrooms, sliced or halved
1/4 c. green onion, chopped
1/4 c. sherry or white wine
2 tbsp. lemon juice
1 c. chicken broth (or 10 oz. can cream of chicken soup)
1 tbsp. cornstarch
Sprig of parsley
garlic powder, onion powder, salt, pepper and paprika (for 

sprinkling)
1 tablespoon olive oil (to brush on)
1 tablespoon butter

Brush goose with olive oil and sprinkle lightly with garlic 
powder, onion powder, salt, pepper and paprika. Roast in a 
375°F degree oven for 20 minutes; reduce heat to 325°F and 
roast until juices run clear when inner thick is pierced with a 
cake tester or fork, or breast meat registers 155-160°F on a meat 
thermometer.

When goose is nearly done, prepare the sauce. Combine egg, 
milk and cornstarch, stirring to mix well.

In a saucepan, over medium high heat, melt butter and sauté 
green onions and mushrooms until onions are translucent. Stir 
in broth and bring to a boil. Reduce heat to a simmer.

Add cornstarch and milk mixture; simmer over very low 
heat, stirring occasionally until mixture thickens. Add lemon 
juice, salt and pepper, to taste and a pinch of paprika. Stir in 
wine and cook 10 more minutes.
Allow goose to stand at room temperature for 15 minutes before 
carving. Carve breast diagonally and arrange in a fan shape on plate. 
Pour sauce down the center. Garnish with parsley.

Serve accompanied by extra sauce for the table.
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Advertising Rates

Don’t know if the net will pay off for you? 
It only costs $300/year to find out.

Call any of our advertisers in this magazine, they are also on our web pages, ask them about 
the advertising with Bird Dog & Retriever News. They’ll tell you the great benefits of being on 
the net and in print. Put your product or kennel where it can get seen. We get a million hits a 
month. Not just in print or the internet, but both with Bird Dog & Retriever News.

Go to our website www.Bdarn.com to start or give us a call.

We offer quarter pay at no extra 
charge, either online or billed

Your ad goes in the magazine AND on our internet web site. Price per year, divide by 4 for single issue 
rate. All ads include one color picture on the internet site we set-up for you. Advertising deadline: the 
1st of the month prior to the issue date: Jan 1, March 1, May 1, July 1, Sept 1, Nov 1.The entire magazine 
is online 60 days after print. How many people read Bird Dog & Retriever News in print and on the 
net? In addition to the print copies we get over a million of hits a month online.
Price per year, divide by 4 for single issue rates
25 Word Classifieds $300 Additional words $2 each (Contact name, city, state and phone “together” count as 1 word)

1”/Yr     $320   2 1/4” x 1”
2”/Yr    $380  2 1/4” x 2”
1/9 page/Yr $480   2 1/4” x 3”
Display ads over 1/9 page will be in the article/news portion of the magazine AND listed under their heading in marketplace.

1/6 page/Yr $520   4 3/4” x 2 1/4”
1/4 page/Yr $600  Wide 4 3/4” x 3 1/2” Tall 4 3/4” x 3 1/2”
1/3 page/Yr $700  Wide 7 1/4” x 3”   Tall 9 1/2” x 2 1/4”
1/2 Page/Yr $980  Wide 7 1/4” x 4 3/4” Tall 9 1/2” x 3 1/2” 
2/3 Page/Yr $980  Wide 7 1/4” x 6 1/2” Tall 9 1/2” x 4 3/4” 
1 Page/Yr $1500  9 1/2” x 7 1/4”     Cover $2000/Yr 
Internet web links or buttons (Plus a listing in the magazine) $260/Yr
Full color internet page see front page (Plus an ad in the magazine) $360/Yr
Domain name site ($360 page with yourbusiness.com) as the web address $600/Yr 
You can pay with a credit card online either annually or quarterly on our website just click on  ADV WITH US
Agency Commission: 15% of gross billing allowed to recognized advertising agencies, account must be 
paid within 30 days of invoice.

$120/Yr for web only link
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AMERICAN WATER
 SPANIELS

NIGHT HAWK KENNELS: 
American Water Spaniels AKC - 
CERF & OFA Clearances, health 
guarantees, upland and water 
retrievers, excellent family 
dogs. 218-342-2411

www.nighthawkkennels.com

BOYKIN SPANIELS
J & L BOYKIN SPANIELS: For 
information on upcoming lit-
ters, stud service, training or 
just want to talk about the “little 
brown dogs” just call Jan or Larry 
Hinchman, Hammond, WI 715-
796-5251 

www.Bdarn.com/jl

BRITTANYS
BEN’S BRITTANYS: Ben & Diane 
Jacobsen LeRoy, MN 507-324-
5558

www.bensbrittanys.com

CROIXDALE BRITTANYS: Breed-
ing Fld. Ch. Kay-Cee Bandit blood-
lines Since 1973. Contact Jim Long, 
208 W. Ash St, Roberts, WI 54023 
715-749-3158

www.Bdarn.com/croix

LEGACY BRITTANYS: Jim 
Johnson,  Professional Trainer, 
Mogadore Ohio 330-406-6277

www.legacybrittanys.com

TAINTER CREEK BRITTANYS:  
since 1991, AKC, OFA; Hunted 
on Ruffed Grouse, Woodcock, 
Pheasants, Sharptail, Huns, Prairie 
Chickens, and Quail in WI, MN, 
IA, SD, ND, MT, and TX; Pups 
and Stud Service.  Bruce and Sue 
Ristow, Soldiers Grove, WI 608-
624-3296, e-mail us at britts@mwt.
net 

www.Bdarn.com/tainter

DRAHTHAARS
VDD GROUP NORTH AMERICA:  
Brighton, IL  618-372-3156

www.VDD-GNA.org

ENGLISH SETTERS
BUCKEYE KENNELS: Profes-
sional trainer and breeding since 
1955. See our dogs and our train-
ing products on our website. Dick 
Geswein, Waterloo OH 740-643-
0148  buckeyebirdog@yahoo.com

www.buckeyebirdogs.com

DeCOVERLY KENNEL:  Facto-
ryville, PA 717-378-3357

www.decoverlykennels.com

EDER’S FOX RUN KENNELS: 
For sale (2) German Wirehaired 
Pointer Puppies $700 (2) English 
Setters Tri-Color $700 N. Dakota 
training trip leaving in Late July 
320-360-5568

 www.foxrunkennel.net

GROUSE RIDGE SETTERS: Pete 
& Katie Flanagan Oxford, NY 607-
334-4920

www.grouseridgesetters.com

HAVELOCK SETTERS: Marian 
& Kerry Schorsch, New England, 
ND 701-579-4703

www.esetter.com

LESUEUR RIVER KENNEL:We 
strive to produce bird dogs that 
have good looks, bird sense, 
are pleasant to work and have 
style.Tom & Melissa Bauman 
Waseca, MN  507-835-7643

www.lesueurriver.com

SETTERLAND SETTERS: Great 
pups now available call 320-493-
7974 Eagle Bend, MN

www.bdarn.com/setterland

GERMAN 
SHORTHAIRED 

POINTERS
ODYSSEY GSP: The finest name in 
quality companion GSP gun dogs 
today. An enduring commitment 
to total GSP excellence. Strong nat-
ural ability, correct conformation 
& great dispositions. “PROVEN” 
Contact us: Odyssey@unitedsky.
net  See our display adv on page 
13 660-582-2737

www.odysseygsp.net

OUTBACK GUN DOGS: Kirby 
Rust 785-476-2488 Kensington, 
KS

www.outbackgundogs.com

VAN HORN KENNELS:  We spe-
cialize in breeding, training, and 
selling quality German Shorthair 
Pointers; puppies and starter dogs 
are most always available. Crosby, 
MN 218-546-7018 

www.bdarn.com/vanhorn

WINDWALKER KENNEL: Phillip 
& Anne Mathiowetz, Goodhue, 
MN 651-923-4348

www.windwalkerkennel.com

Marketplace
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GERMAN 
WIREHAIRED 

POINTERS
GET MY POINT KENNELS: Easy 
going, versatile, upland and wa-
terfowl  hunting dog. Pups avail-
able, call for info John Faskell, 
New London WI, 920-982-5436

www.Bdarn.com/getmypointkennels

RAVEN ROAD KENNELS: If you 
are looking for the ultimate hunt-
ing dog, an extremely loyal family 
member, and a pet with personal-
ity, then you have come to the right 
place. Kevin and Julie Studnicka, 
Belle Plaine, MN 952-873-6802

www.Bdarn.com/ravenroad

GOLDEN RETRIEVER
WILDFIRE GOLDENS: Roz Wil-
son/Pat   Murphy, Montgomery, 
MN,507-744-4245, Field Golden 
Puppies and Started dogs.

www.wildfiregoldens.com

GORDON SETTERS
MELROSE GORDON SETTERS: 
Breeding Gordons for 25 years, our 
Gordons are classy, hard hunting 
bird dogs with outstanding per-
sonalities, making great compan-
ions. Full guarantee. Russ Guevel, 
Bates City, MO 816-633-7364 

www.Bdarn.com/melrose

LABRADOR 
RETRIEVERS

BENTWOOD LABRADOR’S: 
Two new litters Chocolate, Black 
and Yellow Labrador Retrievers 
in North Carolina for Field Trial-
ing, Hunt Test and Hunting for 
25 years. Jessie and Helen Crisp, 
Moyock NC 252-232-2478

www.bdarn.com/bentwood

BROWNS SPRING RIVER RE-
TRIEVERS: Available soon a great 
litter with 48 champion titles in 
these two dogs combined pedi-
grees.   Both are extremely intel-
ligent, driven, hunting machines.
Carla Brown, Monett, MO 417-
235-8241

www.Bdarn.com/browns

KIRBY LABRADORS: Breeding 
and training of labrador retriev-
ers for hunting, hunt testing, and 
field trials. See our litters on our 
website. Gene Kirby, High Point, 
NC 336-869-5527 

www.KirbyLabradors.com

LOVES LABRADORS: Jana Love,  
Salem, OR 541-580-5159

www.loveslabradors.net

OBX CHOCOLATE HEAVEN: 
Tim Warren, Jarvisburg, NC 252-
619-1921

www.obxchocolateheaven.com

ROLIDA KENNELS: Dave Dahl-
berg Wheatridge CO 303-232-
0456

www.rolida.com

SWIFT CREEK LABRADORS: 
American,British, and pointing 
Labs. OFA/CERF/DNA/NFC 
bloodlines.Field bred Labs that 
hunt with the best. Paul Swift, 
Harrisburg, MO 573-874-6065  

www.swiftcreeklabs.com  

LLEWELLIN SETTERS
BONASA BROOK LLEWELLINS: 
Jim Thomas, Kewanee, IL 309-852-
0611

www.bonasabrookllewellins.com

JORNADA SETTERS: Dennis 
Hammett, Anthony, NM 505-807-
4050

www.Jornadasetters.com

LLEWELLIN SETTER PUPS/
STARTED PUPS/STUD SERVICE. 
Classic New England grouse dogs. 
Natural hunting abilities. Foot 
hunters ultimate bird dog. Won-
derful temperaments. Experienced 
Breeder. Alton, New Hampshire. 
603-875-8804. birddog@world-
path.net

www.Bdarn.com/littleriver

SHALGO SETTERS:  George 
or Jackie Tate 540-892-5646 
or e-mail Shalgo@verizon.net 
Goodview, VA

www.shalgosetters.com

POINTERS
BAILEY FARMS: Nard Bailey, 
Alturas, CA 530-233-3102

www.baileyfarms.net

PHILLIPS’ HONEYS: “Home of 
the Best Bred Bitches in America” 
My dogs are all broke to wing and 
shot and I expect them to handle.
Dr Bobby M Phillips, Jonesbor-
ough TN 423-477-7098

www.Bdarn.com/phillips

POINTING 
LABRADORS

ACORN ACRE LABS: See our 
display adv on page 6. Jerry and 
Connie Trenbeath Cavalier, ND 
701-265-8083

acornacrelabs.org

SNAKE RIVER POINTING LABS: 
Producing Excellent Hunting, 
Pointing, Retrieving Pups for Up-
land and Water Fowl. All Sires and 
Dams are hunted avidly! AKC, 
APLA, CERF, OFA. “Money Back 
Pointing Guarantee” and owners 
can KEEP THE DOG, NOT RE-
PLACE IT. Max Fowler, Heyburn, 
ID 208-678-9224 

www.snakeriverpointinglabs.com

TURKEY CREEK LABRADORS: 
Bradley Brockhouse, Lake Benton, 
MN 507-368-4306

www.turkeycreeklabradors.com
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RED/IRISH SETTERS

www.BrophyIrishSetters.com

CELTIC FARMS & KENNELS INC: 
The best Field Irish Setters in the 
World. Three year unconditional 
warranty. Dogs are AKC and FDSB 
registered. Paul Ober, Reading, PA 
610-378-0121 800-428-0993 

www.Bdarn.com/celtic

VIZSLAS
BUSCH KENNELS: Jim and Linda 
Busch, Home of DC AFC Askim, 
Winnebago, IL 815-335-7673

www.buschvizslas.com

GAME BIRDS
DEWITT’S GAME FARM: See our 
display ad on page 6. Chris DeW-
itt, Ellerbe, NC 910-997-1023

www.dgfbirds.com

GAME BIRDS FOR SALE: Flight 
conditioned Bobwhite Quail, 
Ringneck Pheasants, Chukar Pa-
tridges. Pickup at the farm, Dar-
win Laitenberger, Minn. Lake, MN 
507-462-3589

www.Bdarn.com/laiten

 

GUNS
BILL HANUS GUNS:  Bill Hanus, 
Newport OR 541-265-7433

www.billhanusbirdguns.com

HUNTS
PARK FALLS WISCONSIN: See 
our display adv on page 15. 877-
762-2709

www.parkfalls.com

PHEASANT CREEK HUNTING: 
Dick Smith, Vivian, SD 888-225-
4326
www.pheasantcreekhunting.com

TRAILERS/BOXES
ALUM-LINE INC: Dog boxes and 
trailers. The best in style, comfort 
and value. Durable aluminum 
construction. Many standard and 
custom models available. Cresco 
IA, 800-446-1407

www.alum-line.com

DEER CREEK: Dog Boxes 888-
294-6582.

www.deer-creek.org

DOG BOX PARTS: Russ Scherp-
ing, Minneapolis, MN 612-802-
1340

www.dogboxparts.com

JONES TRAILER COMPANY:  
In business for 34 years provid-
ing the finest in transportation 
equipment for your dogs. Our 
trailers and boxes are the bench-
mark for quality, safety and 
value. Aluminum and stainless 
steel construction. Contact us 
at 800-336-0360 or e-mail us at 
john@jonestrailers.com 

www.jonestrailers.com

www.gqfmfg.

www.oakwoodgamefarm.com

Sand Prairie Quail Farm

Maquoketa, IA 52060

Dale & Becky Davidson
9690 224th Ave

A-I Tested
NPIP Approved
Member NAGA

Ph 563-652-5407
Fax 563-652-4287

www.Bdarn.com/sandprairie

www.bdarn.com/williamson

QUAIL - CHUKAR CHICKS
Quail-37¢ Chukar-81¢ (with a 1000 order) 

WOLFE’S GAMEBIRD HATCHERY
1398 Hunters Grove Rd, Brookville, PA 15825 

(814) 849-3430

www.Bdarn.com/wolfes

Chicks shipped anywhere in the U.S.A. Guaranteed live deliv-
ery. Write or call for price list and ordering instructions. 
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TRAINING

HIGH FLY’N KENNELS: Greg/
Carla Fryar, Elko, MN 612-840-
8013

www.highflynkennels.com

SUPPLY

AUTHENTIC TAXIDERMY: See 
our dog urn adv on page 20, 
Parma, OH 440-888-0535 

  www.authentictaxidermyohio.com

COLLAR CLINIC: New and Re-
conditioned e-collars-Buy, Sell, 
Trade, Repair, Accessories. Free 
color catalog 1-800-430-2010 See 
our display ad on page 15.

www.CollarClinic.com

DOGSUNLIMITED: Ray, OH 800-
338-3647

www.dogsunlimited.com

GO-DEVIL MFG OF LA: Warren 
CoCo, Baton Rouge, LA 225-752-
0167

www.godevil.com

GUN DOG SUPPLY: Starkville, 
MS 800-624-6378

www.gundogsupply.com

INUKSHUK DOG FOOD: See 
our display adv on page 2. 800-
561-0072

www.inukshukdogfood.com

KENNEL DECK: See our display 
adv on page 21, Ph 888-886-8801

www.kenneldeck.com

LION COUNTRY SUPPLY: #1 Tri-
tronics, Innotek & D.T. Systems 
dealer. Complete gundog training 
supplies since 1973. Mailorder or 
online. Free Catalog 800-662-5202           

www.lcsupply.com

TRI-TRONICS: See our display 
adv on the back cover. Ph 800-
456-4343

www.Tritronics.com

www.bdarn.com/havenvalley 

2433 RT2 209
WURTSBORO, NY 12790
845-888-0402

gmbrittanies@yahoo.com

www.alpinepub.com

We left room for your 
advertising.

Contact us at www.
Bdarn.com or 
612-868-9169

MISCELLANEOUS
MOURER FOSTER INC: See our 
display adv on page 5. 800-686-
2663

www.mourerfoster.com 

CLAY DELAY:  See our display 
adv on page 5. West Seneca, NY 
716-674-4489

www.claydelay.com

www.Bdarn.com/gey
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Last Laugh
 Life lessons learned 

from a dog
1. If you stare at someone 

long enough, eventually you’ll 
get what you want.

2. Don’t go out without ID.
3. Be direct with people; let 

them know exactly how you 
feel by pissing on their shoes.

4. Be aware of when to hold 
your tongue, and when to use 
it.

5. Leave room in your sched-
ule for a good nap.

6. Always give people a 
friendly greeting. A cold nose 
in the crotch is most effective.

7. When you do something 
wrong, always take responsibil-
ity (as soon as you’re dragged 
shamefully out from under the 
bed).

8. If it’s not wet and sloppy, 
it’s not a real kiss. 

How dogs and men are 
the same

1. Both take up too much 
space on the bed.

2. Both have irrational fears 
about vacuum cleaning.

3. Both mark their territory.
4. Neither tells you what’s 

bothering them.
5. The smaller ones tend to be 

more nervous.
6. Both have an inordinate 

fascination with women’s 
crotches.

7. Neither does any dishes.
8. Both fart shamelessly.

9. Neither of them notice 
when you get your hair cut.

10. Both like dominance 
games.

11. Both are suspicious of 
the postman.

12. Neither understands 
what you see in cats.

Questions of Dogs
Q: Why do dogs bury bones 

in the ground?
A: Because you can’t bury 

them in trees!
Q: Why did the poor dog 

chase his own tail?
A: He was trying to make 

both ends meet!
Q: What do you get if you 

cross a sheepdog with a rose?
A: A collie-flower!
Q: Why do dogs wag their 

tails?
A: “Because no one else will 

do it for them!”
Q: Why didn’t the dog speak 

to his foot?
A: Because it’s not polite to 

talk back to your paw!
Q: What is the dogs favorite 

city?
A: New Yorkie!
Q: Who is the dogs favorite 

comedian?
A: Growlcho Marx!

Q: What did the cowboy say 
when the bear ate Lassie?

A: “Well, doggone!”

Q: What happened when the 

dog went to the flea circus?

A: He stole the show!

Q: How can if you have a 
stupid dog?

A: It chases parked cars!

10 Traits You Don’t Want 
in Your New Puppy

1. He dries himself on your 
bed sheets after a bath.

2. He barks uproariously at 
doorbells on TV, but doesn’t 
make a sound when a stranger 
comes to your door.

3. He not only wants to sleep 
in bed with you but wants to 
share your pillow as well.

4. Or worse, he wants your 
pillow all to himself.

5. He barks in the middle of 
the night to let you know that 
he’s thirsty and you’ve left the 
commode lid down.

6. He is more attracted to 
your fishing lures than any fish 
ever were.

7. He loves to roll in the motor 
oil drip spot in your garage and 
then go straight to bed -- your 
bed.

8. He confuses your $10 a 
roll Christmas wrapping paper 
with his potty papers.

9. He becomes romantically 
involved with the ankles of 
your dinner guests.

10. He thinks of your cat as a 
chew toy. 
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