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Modernization Act of 2009 (S. 941), 
introduced by Sen. Mike Crapo 
(R-ID) and Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee Chairman Patrick Leahy 
(D-VT.), and H.R. 2296, introduced 
by Rep. Steve King (R-IA) and Rep. 
Zack Space (D-OH), would strike 
a fair balance between providing 
ATF with long-sought additional 
regulatory powers while at the 
same time affording licensees 
more rights and due process in 
the regulatory process. The bill 
would allow ATF new powers to 
issue fines and suspend licenses 
of firearms retailers (as opposed 
to current regulations which only 
allow for license revocation). The 
legislation would also define what 
a “willful” violation is and provide 
for revocation hearings before an 
administrative law judge, rather 
than an ATF official.

AVMA applauds U.S. 
House for passing 

Veterinary Services 
Investment Act, looks 

to Senate
The American Veterinary 

Medical Association (AVMA) ap-
plauds the U.S. House for passing 
the Veterinary Services Investment 
Act this week. 

The legislation authorizes the 
secretary of agriculture to award 
competitive grants to develop, 
implement and sustain veterinary 
services in communities all across 
the country where they are most 
needed.  The bill now goes to the 
Senate.

“We are excited and grateful 
our representatives passed this 
bill. It is obvious our representa-
tives in Washington, D.C., have 
begun to understand the critical 
role of large-animal, mixed ani-

mal, and public health veterinar-
ians play in protecting livestock 
and ultimately consumers in the 
United States,” says Dr. Larry 
Kornegay, president of the AVMA.  
“The Veterinary Services Invest-
ment Act will offer grants to draw 
more veterinarians to shortage 
areas by helping them establish or 
expand practices with new equip-
ment and technology.  We need 
these veterinarians to coordinate 
veterinary services and enhance 
food safety and food protection 
systems.”

Today in America, 1,300 coun-
ties have no veterinarians to treat 
25,000 livestock, and the problem 
is expected to get worse.  This 
shortage not only affects the well-
being of farmers and livestock but 
can have negative public health 
consequences. The public relies 
on veterinarians to safeguard the 
food supply and monitor the threat 
of zoonotic diseases, (diseases 
transmitted between animals and 
people), such as avian influenza 
(bird flu).  Over the last 25 years, 
75 percent of all the emerging dis-
eases in people were zoonotic.

“Large-animal veterinarians, 
in particular, are integral to small, 
rural communities.  It is absolutely 
necessary for the farmers, ranchers 
and those who care for animals of 
all shapes and sizes to have access 
to qualified local veterinary clin-
ics.  Unfortunately, too many rural 
communities don’t have this nec-
essary resource.  The Veterinary 
Services Investment Act will make 
a difference,” says Congressman 
Adrian Smith (R-NE), sponsor of 
the bill.

The legislation provides grants 
to relocate or recruit veterinarians 
and veterinary technicians into 
shortage areas, support veterinary 
students seeking training in food 
safety or food-supply veterinary 

medicine, and support continu-
ing education courses to help 
strengthen veterinary service and 
enhance food safety, among 
other programs.

For more information about 
this legislation and the food-
supply veterinary shortage, 
visit www.avma.org.

For more information, 
please contact:

Tom McPheron

AVMA

847-285-6781

NSSF Supports Boy 
Scouts with $100,000 

Grant
The National Shooting 

Sports Foundation will award 
for the fourth consecutive year 
a $100,000 grant to Boy Scouts 
of America in support of sport 
shooting opportunities at coun-
cils nationwide.

The funding allows the BSA 
Shooting Sports Grant program 
to provide assistance to Scout 
councils that have shooting 
programs or want to develop 
one. Learning about firearm 
safety and marksmanship has 
been part of Scouting for de-
cades, and increasingly it’s an 
activity that no longer ends 
when summer camp is over. 
Many local Scout groups now 
offer year-round target shoot-
ing programs thanks in part to 
funding from the BSA Shooting 
Sports Grant initiative.

“This is a tremendous initia-
tive that reaches the grassroots 
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level of Scouting and that will 
make a positive impact on 
more than 100 councils by the 
end of this year,” said Frank 
Reigelman, BSA’s director of 
outdoor programs. “The ongo-
ing support of NSSF has helped 
keep the future of the shooting 
sports bright in the Boy Scouts 
of America.”

Added Zach Snow, NSSF’s 
manager of shooting promo-
tions. “NSSF is proud of its long 
history of supporting shooting 
sports participation among 
youth in partnership with the 
Boy Scouts of America. Target 
shooting is a fun, safe activ-
ity that Scouts can enjoy with 
their friends and family for a 
lifetime.”

NSSF has awarded more 
than a million of its Junior 
USA Shooting Team rifle and 
shotgun patches to Scouts, and 
NSSF was a sponsor of the Boy 
Scouts Jamboree this past sum-
mer.

Citibank Continues 
to Deny Credit to 
Firearms Industry
Once again Citibank has 

drawn the ire of the firearms 
community over its credit poli-
cies. This time it deals with not 
extending lines of credit to busi-
nesses even remotely related to 
the firearms industry.  As many 
people remember back in Janu-
ary 2008, NSSF took Citi Merchant 
Services to task over its decision to 
stop processing credit card trans-
actions involving the lawful sale 
of firearms by law-abiding, feder-
ally licensed, firearm distributors/

retailers.  Unfortunately, it became 
evident that the decision was not 
a mistake of a single employee, 
but was rather a corporate-wide 
policy.

Fast forward to October 2010 
when the Warne Scope Mounts 
Company of Oregon, manufac-
turers of scopes and components, 
decided to submit an application 
for a business line of credit to 
purchase materials from the Home 
Depot. The credit line was initially 
approved, only to be rescinded 
the next day by Home Depot 
Credit Services, Citibank (South 
Dakota), N.A., Creditor based 
upon the simple explanation that, 
“It’s because of the industry you 
are in.”  The term industry simply 
meant that the company “makes 
parts for the gun industry.”  A law-
abiding manufacturer that wanted 
to purchase materials from the 
Home Depot NOT to be used in 
the making of their products was 
denied credit simply because of 
the association with the firearms 
industry.

During difficult economic 
times over the past few years and 
high unemployment rates nation-
ally, the firearms industry has 
grown and created well-paying 
jobs with absolutely no govern-
ment bailouts.  You would think 
being such a bright spot in the 
economy, that companies like 
Citibank would be more than 
willing to extend business lines 
of credit.  Instead, Citibank would 
rather take government taxpayer 
funded bailout money than extend 
credit to a flourishing and growing 
industry.  Receiving government 
bail out money coupled with 
Citibank’s prejudice towards a 
constitutionally protected right 
only further delays any economic 
recovery

Citibank has stood behind 
their anti-gun policies for years, 
which affects not only firearms 
retailers, manufacturers and dis-
tributors, but also law enforce-
ment agencies at the federal, state 
and local levels of government and 
law-abiding citizens.  You would 

Left to Right:

Frank Reigelman, Director of Outdoor Programs for BSA

Zach Snow, Manager of Shooting Promotions for NSSF

Robert Mazzuca, Chief Executive for BSA
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think that Citibank would want 
to aid in the recovery of America, 
but I guess their “policies” are 
more important than American 
prosperity.

MAIG Study Misuses 
Firearms Trace Data

In a recent report by the 
Mayors Against Illegal Guns 
(MAIG) coalition, an anti-gun 
organization led by New York 
City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, 
the group misuses firearms 
tracing data in order to push its 
own gun-control agenda.

L e t ’ s  s e t  t h e  r e c o r d 
straight:

The Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explosives 
(ATF) has repeatedly stated, 
“The appearance of [a licensed 
dealer] or a first unlicensed pur-
chaser of record in association 
with a crime gun or in associa-
tion with multiple crime guns 
in no way suggests that either 
the federal firearms licensed 
dealer (FFL) or the first pur-
chaser has committed criminal 
acts. Rather, such information 
may provide a starting point 
for further and more detailed 
investigation.” (Crime Gun 
Trace Analysis Reports, ATF, 
1998).

According to ATF, the aver-
age time to recovery in the U.S. 
is more than 10 years. In other 
words, from the time a firearm 
is first purchased at retail (fol-
lowing a background check) to 
the time it is recovered by law 
enforcement, more than a de-
cade has elapsed. If one were to 
isolate the top 10 source states, 

the time to recovery stays a 
similarly high 9.9 years. These 
numbers, state ATF, are not in-
dicative of firearms trafficking.  
Furthermore, every state, every 
one, is its own top source state 
for recovered firearms.

The MAIG report also al-
leges that states with strong 
regulations and oversight of 
firearm sales have less firearms 
trafficking than states that lack 
such measures. Though count-
less examples to refute this 
claim exist, let’s focus on three: 
California, Virginia and South 
Carolina.

· The Golden State, with 
some of the strictest gun laws 
in the country, is the source 
state for 73 percent of its own 
recovered firearms. This means 
that nearly three-quarters of the 
firearms recovered in California 
were originally bought in the 
state. Neighboring Arizona, 
where the state legislature re-
spects the Second Amend-
ment and trusts its law-abiding 
citizens to exercise their right 
to keep and bear arms, has a 
paltry seven percent of the guns 
recovered in California. What’s 
more, that seven percent makes 
the Grand Canyon State the sec-
ond highest source of recovered 
firearms for California!

· The Commonwealth of 
Virginia, though it restricts law-
abiding citizens to only one-
gun-a-month, is considered 
to be a top source state by the 
MAIG — a seeming disconnect 
with the organization’s claim 
that tough gun laws limit traf-
ficking.

· In South Carolina, one-
gun-a-month was repealed 
(allowing for more guns in the 
hands of law-abiding citizens) 
and, like the rest of the U.S., 
South Carolinians experienced 
a decrease in violent crime. 
For the purposes of the MAIG 
study, South Carolina, without 
one-gun-a-month, didn’t even 
crack the top 10 on the MAIG 
list of source states.

The MAIG coalition criti-
cizes the laws of the so-called 
“exporter” states. Yet, as gun 
ownership in the United States 
has soared, crime rates have 
plummeted in both the states 
MAIG likes and the states it 
dislikes.  Mayor Bloomberg 
and his coalition fail to recog-
nize that the laws of the states 
he criticizes are made by the 
democratically elected state 
legislators and represent what 
the citizens of those states want 
them to be (so long as they 
respect the Second Amend-
ment).  Though Mr. Bloomberg 
may wish he was the Mayor of 
America, he’s not. He’s just the 
mayor of the City of New York, 
and the Second Amendment 
applies in Manhattan as much 
as it does in Mississippi.
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News From The AKC

Podcast About Canine 
Structure with Pat 
Hastings Released 
The AKC Canine Health 

Foundation is pleased to release 
the next podcast in the Genome 
Barks series. This week on Ge-
nome Barks we welcome Pat 
Hastings, a lecturer on canine 
structure, form and function, 
and the 2001 winner of the 
Doberman Pinscher Club of 
America Lifetime Achievement 
Award. Mrs. Hastings discusses 
her structural evaluation pro-
cess, the importance of breed 
type, health and temperament 
when evaluating a litter of pup-
pies, and her caveat of never let-
ting pieces be more important 
than the whole. Mrs. Hastings 
also describes the developmen-
tal milestones that breeders 
should watch for.

Pat Hastings has been in-
volved in the dog world since 
1959. Her career has progressed 
from owner-handler to breeder, 
professional handler, educator 
and AKC judge for the Work-
ing, Herding and Non-Sport-
ing Groups, 11 Terrier Breeds, 
Junior Handling and Best In 
Show. Her credentials range 
from 4-H leadership to show 
chair of the 1995 Doberman 
Pinscher National Specialty, 

from DPCA Judges Education 
to participation on a number of 
panels and committees concern-
ing canine structure and health 
issues. She has authored many 
articles that have appeared in 
a variety of publications, such 
as the Doberman Review, Dog 
News, NAIA News and the 
AKC Gazette.

Over years of research, Pat 
and her husband, the late E.R. 
“Bob” Hastings, developed the 
structural evaluation process 
detailed in their highly ac-
claimed Puppy Puzzle DVD. 
Pat has been doing a presenta-
tion, based on the Hastings’ 
evaluation process, at National 
Specialties throughout the 
United States for twenty years. 
She also presents full seminars 
around the world. Pat has writ-
ten three books, “Tricks of the 
Trade: From Best Intentions to 
Best In Show,” “Another Piece 
of the Puzzle: Puppy Develop-
ment” and her soon to be re-
leased “Structure in Action.”

Besides teaching others this 
structural evaluation process, 
Pat also evaluates an average 
of 350 litters per year across all 
groups.

Pat has been very active in 
club work over the years, hold-
ing numerous offices, including 
show chair for all breed and 
specialty clubs to myriad com-
mittees. She was active in the 
Yakima Valley KC (Washington 

State), the Mt Hood Doberman 
Pinscher Club (Oregon) and 
the Doberman Pinscher Club 
of America and now also the 
Oregon Judges Group.

The Genome Barks podcast 
series features lectures from 
the highly successful AKC and 
CHF Breeders Symposia and 
provides responsible breeders 
and pet owners an inside look 
at the work being done by the 
AKC Canine Health Founda-
tion.

New podcasts are released 
every two weeks and can be 
accessed from the AKC Canine 
Health Foundation website at 
www.CanineHealthFounda-
tion.org - click on “Podcasts.” 
They are also available on 
Apple’s iTunes® or directly at 
www.genomebarks.com.

Clubs are encouraged to 
add the Genome Barks Podcast 
link to their home pages. Con-
tact the AKC Canine Health 
Foundation to obtain graphics 
and links. 

AKC Launches New 
Breeder of Merit 

Program
The American Kennel Club® 

(AKC®) announced today the 
launch of the Breeder of Merit 
program, a new initiative de-
signed to recognize AKC’s core 
breeders.

“The Breeder of Merit pro-
gram allows the American 
Kennel Club to celebrate our 
dedicated, passionate breeders 
who truly are the backbone of 
the sport and the foundation of 
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our organization,” said AKC’s 
Chief Operating Officer John 
Lyons. “Our Breeders of Merit 
are committed to both improv-
ing their breed through health 
testing and selective breeding 
programs, and proving their 
breed through achievements in 
the show ring. They are special 
and will be emulated by new 
breeders entering the sport. 
Being a successful breeder in 
the Fancy does not come easy. 
Years of hard work, vision, and 
a willingness to do the right 
thing are required to be success-
ful. Our Breeders of Merit have 
these qualities and deserve to 
be recognized.”

To achieve the 
Breeder of Merit 

designation, breeders 
should:

* Certify that applicable health 
screens are performed on the 
sire and dam as recommended 
by the Parent Club.
* Hold membership in an AKC 

club.
* Have a history of at least 5 

years involvement with AKC 
events.
* Earn Conformation, Com-

panion and/or Performance 
titles on at least 4 dogs they 
have bred/co-bred.
* Demonstrate their commit-

ment to ensuring 100% of the 
puppies they produce are AKC 
registered.

As part of the Breeder 
of Merit program, 

breeders will receive:
    * Complimentary access 

to $20.00 value per month for 
free online reports in the AKC 
online store.
    * Access to the AKC Direct 

toll free number.
    * Online Record support to 

ensure that their records are 
accurate, complete and easily 
accessible.
    * A frameable certificate of 

distinction.
    * Free Online Breeder Classi-

fied listings along with a special 
Breeder of Merit designation.
    * Acknowledgement on a 

special page of the AKC website 
and in the AKC Gazette.
    * Free or discounted fees on 

all secondary transactions such 
as duplicate registration appli-
cations, revoke limited status 
applications, etc.
    * Breeder of Merit web banner 

for display on their website.
    * Breeder of Merit lapel 

pin.
    * Breeder of Merit desig-

nation and gold border on 
registration applications and 
certificates for dogs bred by the 
Breeder of Merit.

There are many easy reg-
istration options available to 
the Breeder of Merit, including 
Full Litter, Full Litter Offspring, 
Full Litter PLUS and Full Litter 
Offspring PLUS. Learn more at 
http://www.akc.org/sixeasy-
ways/.

To learn more or apply for 
the Breeder of Merit program, 
visit http://www.akc.org/
breederofmerit or contact Tina 
Yuhl at 919-816-3932 or txy@
akc.org.

AKC CAR Donates 
Microchips and 

Scanners to NC SART
AKC Companion Animal Re-

covery Donates 2,000 Microchips 
and 40 Microchip Scanners to As-
sist North Carolina State Animal 
Response Team Disaster Efforts

-- Microchipping Supplies Will 
Stock 40 Companion Animal Mo-
bile Equipment Trailers in North 
Carolina --

To assist with future North 
Carolina disaster relief efforts, 
AKC Companion Animal Recov-
ery has donated eighty boxes of 
AKC CAR pet microchips and 
forty ProScan700 universal mi-
crochip scanners, a $32,800 value, 
to the North Carolina State Ani-
mal Response Team (NC SART). 
These microchips and scanners 
will greatly increase the likelihood 
that the pets of North Carolina will 
be reunited with their owners in 
an emergency situation or in the 
event that disaster strikes.

NC SART will stock the mi-
crochips and scanners in the Com-
panion Animal Mobile Equipment 
Trailers (CAMETs) deployed in 
forty North Carolina counties. 
These multi-use, easily deploy-
able CAMETs provide immediate 
shelter during disasters and con-
tain items such as crates, first aid 
kits, power cords, dog bowls and 
more. Since their creation, how-
ever, these trailers have lacked 
microchipping supplies.

“We appreciate the efforts of 
NC SART and North Carolina 
first responders to protect our 
state’s citizens and their pets, and 
believe the AKC CAR microchips 
and scanners made possible by 
the Canine Support and Relief 
Fund will be of great benefit and 
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assistance to their good works,” 
said Tom Sharp, AKC Companion 
Animal Recovery CEO.

During hurricanes or other 
evacuations, many people cannot 
take their animals with them to 
hotels or human shelters, but must 
leave their pets with emergency 
animal shelters. In response to this 
dilemma, AKC CAR donated the 
microchips and scanners to ensure 
that all pets will be properly iden-
tified in the event of a disaster and 
returned quickly to their rightful 
owners when their families are 
able to return home.

For more on the story, visit 
www.wunc.org and listen to 
“AKC Chips In.”

Delegate Standing 
Committee Election 

Results

All Breed Three Year Terms
Robert Black – Hatboro Dog Club, 

Inc.
Crecia Closson – Lakes Region 

Kennel Club, Inc.
John Ronald – Samoyed Club Of 

America, Inc.
Ann Wallin – Atlanta Kennel 

Club, Inc.

Bylaws Three Year Terms
Rita Biddle – Ingham County 

Kennel Club, Inc.
Judith Daniels – Mt. Baker Kennel 

Club, Inc.
Dr. John Ioia – Southern Adiron-

dack Dog Club, Inc.
Nina Schaefer – Back Mountain 

Kennel Club, Inc.
ADV & ADVANCEMENT 

THREE YEAR TERMS
James Dok – Gig Harbor Kennel 

Club

Jane Ruthford – Havanese Club 
Of America
Dan Smyth – Burlington County 

Kennel Club, Inc.
Marcy Zingler – Sun Maid Kennel 

Club Of Fresno, Inc.

Dog Show Rules 
Three Year Terms

Linda Flynn – South Shore Kennel 
Club, Inc.
Sue Goldberg – Lewiston–Auburn 

Kennel Club, Inc.
Nancy Perrell – Scottsdale Dog 

Fanciers Association, Inc.
David Powers – Los Encino’s 

Kennel Club, Inc.
One Year Term
William Green – Rio Grande Ken-

nel Club

Field Trial Three Year Terms
David Hopkins – English Spring-

er Spaniel Field Trial Club of Il-
linois
Fred Kampo – Wisconsin Ama-

teur Field Trial Club, Inc.
A Nelson Sills – Labrador Re-

triever Club, Inc.
Lynn Worth–Smith – Vizsla Club 

Of America, Inc.
One Year Term
Christopher Sweetwood – Trap 

Falls Kennel Club, Inc.

Obedience Tracking Agility 
Three Year Terms

Joyce Dandridge – Capital Dog 
Training Club Of Washington, 
D.C., Inc.
Barbara Mann – Dayton Dog 

Training Club, Inc.
Patricia Sample – Anderson Obe-

dience Training Club, Inc.
Maureen Setter – Cleveland All–

Breed Training Club, Inc.
Two Year Terms
Gail LaBerge – Atlanta Obedience 

Club, Inc.
Kathrynann Sarvinas – Dog Own-

ers’ Training Club Of Maryland

Parent Club Three Year 
Terms

Connie Butherus – Afghan Hound 
Club Of America, Inc.
Steve Gladstone – Reno Kennel 

Club
John Nielsen – English Setter As-

sociation Of America, Inc.
Larry Sorenson – Dachshund 

Club Of America, Inc.
The following Committees did 

not require elections and the del-
egates who self-nominated are 
deemed elected

Canine Health
Dr. Sophia Kaluzniaki – Canada 

Del Oro Kennel Club
Dr. Harvey Mohrenweiser – Stan-

dard Schnauzer Club of America
Peter J. See – Welsh Terrier Club 

of America
John A. Studebaker – Battle Creek 

Kennel Club
Holly Stump – Staffordshire Club 

of America

Herding, Earthdog, and Coursing 
Events
Thomas Barrie – West Highland 

White Terrier Club
Carol Clark – Border Collie Soci-

ety of America
Bonnie Latham – Glens Falls Ken-

nel Club

Perspectives Editorial Staff
Dr. Gerry Meisels – St. Petersburg 

Dog Fanciers Association
Monica Henderson Stoner – Sa-

luki Club of America
Carol Williamson – Houston Ken-

nel Club
Lynn Worth-Smith – Vizsla Club 

of America
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State News

IOwA
PHEASANT HUNTERS TO 
SEE FEwER BIRDS THIS 

FALL    
The 2010 August Upland Wild-

life Roadside Survey, conducted 
by the Iowa  Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR), indicates 
pheasant populations across Iowa 
are 29  percent lower when com-
pared to last year.  Statewide, DNR 
staff saw an average of 11 birds  
per route in 2010, compared to 16 
per route last year.    The number 
of pheasant, quail, and cottontails 
was down significantly compared 
to last  year.  Tallies for all three 
species represent new record low 
counts for Iowa.    The results were 
not a surprise given that Iowa had 
experienced one its worst winters 
in  state history, and the fourth in 
a series of bad winters, said Todd 
Bogenschutz, upland wildlife  
research biologist for the DNR.     
“Couple this with the statewide 
flooding we experienced again 
this spring and summer  and the 
only direction our numbers could 
go is down,” he said.  Based on 
this years roadside counts, Iowa 
pheasant hunters should harvest 
between  150,000 and 200,000 
roosters this fall.  Parts of north-
west and north central regions of 
Iowa

MINNESOTA
BLAzE ORANGE RE-
qUIRED FOR MOST 

SMALL GAME HUNTING
Most hunters participating in 

the small game seasons, which 
open Saturday, Sept. 18, must wear 
blaze orange clothing, according 

to the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR).

“You can’t take small game un-
less a visible portion of at least one 
article of clothing above the waist 
is blaze orange, except when hunt-
ing wild turkeys, migratory birds, 
raccoons, predators, when hunting 
by falconry, or while trapping,” 
said Capt. Mike Hammer, DNR 
education program coordinator. 
This restriction does not apply to 
persons hunting by falconry.

Blaze orange, more than any oth-
er color, is the most easily seen and 
recognized bright, unnatural color 
against a natural background. 
This shade of orange is the only 
satisfactory color for hunters to 
wear under all weather and light 
conditions.

From the standpoint of hunter 
safety, Hammer said the wear-
ing of this high-visibility cloth-
ing while small game hunting in 
heavy cover, such as for grouse 
and pheasant, is a great commu-
nications tool.

“Blaze orange clothing is a tre-
mendous aid in helping hunters 
maintain visual contact with 
one another, particularly when 
moving through dense cover or 
woods,” Hammer said. “Any 
hunter who has ever identified 
someone strictly by seeing an 
orange patch knows its value in 
keeping track of other hunters in 
the field.”

NEBRASKA 

NEBRASKA PHEASANT 
OUTLOOK

I have heard a lot of discussion 
lately on the outlook for pheasants 
in Nebraska this year.  Much of the 
state will be similar to last year 
with the hot spot likely in south-
west Nebraska.  Several things are 
impacting our numbers right now.  
First, the winter we survived was 
an unusually tough one with cold 
temps and prolonged deep snow.  
That was hard for most wildlife 
to survive and undoubtedly had 
an impact on pheasants.  They 
can scratch through some snow 
but not several feet!  Second, we 
had a really cool and wet spring/
early summer which likely did 
not help pheasant recruitment this 
year.  Such weather impacts insect 
populations and is not ideal for 
young chicks.

My suggestion is to understand 
these impacts and enjoy the sea-
son.  In areas of quality habitat, 
you will find birds and your dog 
will be thrilled.  In areas of poor 
habitat,  hunting may be more 
difficult.  The key in all this is 
having quality habitat for pheas-
ants to survive weather outbreaks 
such as our last winter and spring.  
The Commission and Pheasants 
Forever have been working with 
landowners for several years now 
to enhance pheasant habitat and 
the benefits of such efforts are 
starting to pay off.   More and more 
landowners are changing practices 
to benefit pheasants and we hope 
such efforts will continue.

Don’t get discourage as the birds 
are out there.  Find good habitat 
and you will find roosters.  Enjoy 
each outing with friends and dogs 
and appreciate the birds that they 
bring to you.

Get Em’ Out There... Rawly

NORTH DAKOTA 
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PRODUCERS BUSY, HUNT-
ERS USE CAUTION

North Dakota hunters are re-
minded to be cautious of farmers 
and ranchers who are currently 
busy with fall farm duties, in-
cluding harvesting crops, moving 
cattle and hauling bales.

Jeb Williams, wildlife resource 
management supervisor for the 
state Game and Fish Depart-
ment, said many producers in the 
southwest are currently trying to 
wrap up harvest, causing road 
traffic to be heavy in some areas. 
“It’s safe to assume that farmers 
and ranchers in other parts of the 
state are equally busy,” Williams 
said. “Harvest is in full swing, and 
hunters should be aware of farm 
equipment and other vehicles 
moving down the road.”

To maintain positive landowner/
hunter relations, hunters are asked 
to move to the side of the road and 
allow wide farm vehicles to pass, 
park their vehicles in a place that 
will not block a roadway, field ap-
proach or gate, pick up trash and 
empty shells, and not clean game 
in the road ditch or approach.
 GAME AND FISH STRESS-

ES HUNTING SAFETY
More than 100,000 hunters will 

cross North Dakota’s prairie in 
search of game this fall. With that 
in mind, the state Game and Fish 
Department urges hunters to take 
proper safety measures in the 
field.

Jon Hanson, hunter education 
coordinator, said the opening 
weekends of pheasant and deer 
are the most anticipated hunting 
days of the year, and thus can be 
the most chaotic.

“People just need to relax, slow 
down a little bit and use common 
sense,” Hanson said. “It’s a long 

hunting season, especially for 
bird hunters, and there is plenty 
of game to go around.”

Since 2006, shooter swinging on 
game, careless handling, victim out 
of sight of shooter, and discharge 
in/around a vehicle contribute to 
86 percent of all incidents in North 
Dakota.

Accidental discharge of a fire-
arm in or near vehicles or along 
fences is also a leading statistic 
that shouldn’t be, Hanson said, 
because a shotgun or rifle should 
always be unloaded in these situ-
ations.

“Unfortunately, there have been 
a few hunting-related incidents in 
North Dakota each year, but the 
seven hunting incidents involving 
North Dakota hunters in 2009 is 
half of what has occurred annually 
over the past decade, and three of 
the seven were not even hunting-
related shooting incidents,” Han-
son said.

The number of annual incidents 
is consistently higher for shotgun 
than those with a rifle, with shoot-
er swinging on game the number 
one factor. “Everything points to 
the shooter getting startled when 
a pheasant flushes, and the shooter 
swings and doesn’t realize where 
the hunting partner is,” Hanson 
said.

The majority of shotgun-related 
hunting incidents reported in 
North Dakota each year involve 
victims not dressed in orange. 
While wearing orange clothing is 
not required for upland hunters, 
Hanson strongly recommends it. 
“This is common sense,” he added. 
“If you are visible most accidents 
can be avoided.”

The surprising statistic, accord-
ing to Hanson, is the age of the 
involved parties. “Most think it 
is always the younger hunter, but 

statistics indicate the average age 
of the shooter is 34 and the victim 
42,” he added. “It is not the young 
kids who are making the majority 
of the mistakes.”

Hanson suggests mapping out 
the hunt so all members of the 
hunting party know each other’s 
route, and to let others left behind 
know your destination.

“And always carry a cell phone,” 
Hanson added. “There are not 
many places where you will be 
without reception.”

Hunter education courses have 
wrapped up for this year, but 
Hanson suggests individuals or 
parents with children who will 
need to take a course in 2011, 
should monitor the Game and Fish 
website, gf.nd.gov, as classes that 
begin in January will be added to 
the online services link as soon as 
times and locations are finalized. 

RESIDENTS ONLY ON 
PLOTS, STATE wMAS 

FROM OCT. 9-15
Out-of-state hunters are re-

minded that state law does not 
allow nonresidents to hunt on 
North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department owned or managed 
lands during the first week of the 
pheasant season.

Private Land Open to Sportsmen 
acreage and state wildlife manage-
ment areas are open to hunting 
by resident hunters only from 
Oct. 9-15. Nonresidents, however, 
can still hunt those days on other 
state-owned and federal lands, or 
private land.

The law applies to all small 
game, waterfowl, furbearer and 
big game hunting on PLOTS and 
state wildlife management areas 
during the first seven days of the 
pheasant season. Starting Oct. 16 
this year, nonresidents may hunt 
on PLOTS and WMAs as long as 



Oct/Nov 2010                                                 Now in our nineenth year                                                                     www.Bdarn.com

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

38

the appropriate season is open.
wETLAND CONDITIONS 
FAVOR DUCK HUNTERS
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department’s annual fall 
wetland survey indicates approxi-
mately 43 percent more wetlands 
available for duck hunting than 
last year.

Mike Szymanski, migratory 
game bird biologist, said wetland 
conditions are looking good state-
wide. “Hunters will need to scout 
because the birds may be spread 
out with all the water and poten-
tial places to hunt,” Szymanski 
said.

Wetland conditions have re-
bounded extremely well from 
the dry conditions of 2008, when 
much of the state had virtually no 
wetlands with water. Szymanski 
said the drying cycle was impor-
tant to reset food webs within 
wetlands, and many wetlands in 
the state now have abundant food 
resources for waterfowl.

“Back-to-back winters with sig-
nificant snowfall refilled wetlands, 
and considerable rainfall this past 
summer has maintained water 
levels in more temporary-type 
wetlands,” Szymanski said.

Soft ground conditions might 
greet hunters in many areas of the 
state, so Szymanski urges caution 
when driving in or across fields 
this fall. “As always, the quality 
of the waterfowl hunting season 
in North Dakota is predicated on 
weather conditions,” he added. 
“But strong reproduction for both 
ducks and geese, and excellent 
wetland conditions point toward 
a good fall.”

The wetland survey is conducted 
in mid-September just prior to the 
waterfowl hunting season, to pro-
vide an assessment of conditions 
duck hunters can expect.

Opening day for North Dakota 
residents is Sept. 25 for ducks, 
coots, mergansers and geese. Non-
residents may begin hunting wa-
terfowl in North Dakota Oct. 2.

wATERFOwL HUNTERS 
REMINDED OF ANS REGU-

LATIONS
Waterfowl hunters are reminded 

to do their part in preventing the 
spread of aquatic nuisance species 
into or within North Dakota.

Waterfowl hunters must clean 
boats, decoys, waders and other 
hunting equipment before leav-
ing a water body. Hunters must 
also drain water from all hunting 
equipment prior to leaving the wa-
ter, and are encouraged to brush 
their hunting dogs free of mud 
and seeds.

Cattails, phragmites, bulrushes 
and terrestrial plants may be 
transported as camouflage on 
boats. All other aquatic vegetation 
must be cleaned from boats prior 
to transportation into or within 
North Dakota.

Detailed ANS information and 
prevention regulations can be 
found by accessing the North Da-
kota Game and Fish Department 
website at gf.nd.gov.
YOUTH PHEASANT wEEK-

END OCT. 2-3
North Dakota’s two-day youth 

pheasant season is Oct. 2-3. Le-
gally licensed residents and non-
residents ages 15 and younger 
may hunt roosters statewide.

Resident youth hunters, regard-
less of age, must possess a fishing, 
hunting and furbearer certificate 
and general game and habitat li-
cense. Nonresident youth hunters 
from states that provide a recipro-
cal licensing agreement for North 
Dakota residents qualify for North 
Dakota resident licenses. Other-
wise, nonresident youth hunters 

must purchase a nonresident small 
game license.

Shooting hours are one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset. Youth 
ages 12 and older need to have 
passed a certified hunter educa-
tion course. The daily bag limit 
and all other regulations for the 
regular pheasant season apply.

An adult at least 18 years of age 
must accompany the youth hunter 
in the field. The adult may not 
carry a firearm.

See the 2010 North Dakota Small 
Game Hunting Guide for addi-
tional information.

wATERFOwL SEASON 
OUTLOOK IS PROMISING
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department’s May and July 
waterfowl surveys indicate the up-
coming waterfowl season should 
be improved over last year, accord-
ing to Mike Johnson, game man-
agement section leader. Opening 
day for North Dakota residents is 
Sept. 25 for ducks, coots, mergan-
sers and geese. Nonresidents may 
begin hunting waterfowl in North 
Dakota Oct. 2.

Johnson said the fall flight of 
ducks from North Dakota is ex-
pected to be up about 20 percent 
from 2009. The brood index from 
the Game and Fish Department’s 
annual mid-July survey was up 14 
percent from 2009 and 63 percent 
above the long-term average. The 
water index observed during the 
survey was down 14 percent from 
last year, but still 28 percent above 
long-term.

“Prospects for the continental fall 
duck flight are good, with North 
Dakota’s contribution well-above 
the long-term average,” John-
son said. “Also, the continental 
estimates of May breeding duck 
numbers indicated that most spe-
cies were in good shape going into 
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the breeding season. The number 
of ducks that migrate through 
North Dakota should be above 
average.”

In addition, snow goose and 
Canada goose populations re-
main high, Johnson mentioned, 
with large numbers expected to 
migrate through the state this 
fall. “Of course, the success of this 
year’s waterfowl season is highly 
dependent upon our fall weather 
and habitat conditions, and the 
migration patterns they produce,” 
he said.

Hunters can find additional in-
formation on the status of ducks, 
geese and swans at the Internet 
website, flyways.us.

Resident hunters must possess 
a general game and habitat li-
cense and a fishing, hunting and 
furbearer certificate. In addition, 
hunters age 16 and older must 
have a small game license and 
federal duck stamp.

Nonresidents must purchase a 
nonresident waterfowl license, 
including the general game and 
habitat license, and certificate. 
Hunters age 16 and older must 
possess a federal duck stamp. 
Nonresident youth hunters from 
states that provide a reciprocal 
licensing agreement for North Da-
kota residents, qualify for North 
Dakota resident licenses. See the 
2010 North Dakota Waterfowl 
Hunting Guide for details.

All migratory bird hunters are 
reminded to register with the Har-
vest Information Program prior to 
hunting. Hunters who purchase 
a license through the state Game 
and Fish Department website (gf.
nd.gov) or instant licensing tele-
phone number (800-406-6409) can 
easily get HIP certified.

Otherwise, hunters must call 
(888) 634-4798, or access the de-
partment’s website, and record 

the HIP number on their fishing, 
hunting and furbearer certificate. 
Those who registered to hunt 
the spring light goose season or 
the early Canada goose season 
in North Dakota do not have to 
register with HIP again, as it is 
required only once per year in each 
state hunted.

Hunters should refer to the wa-
terfowl hunting guide for season 
regulations including licensing 
requirements, dates, bag limits, 
season zones and nonresident 
hunting zones.
PHEASANT NUMBERS RE-
BOUND FROM LAST YEAR
North Dakota’s roadside pheas-

ant survey conducted in late July 
and August revealed the pheasant 
population is in much better shape 
than last year, especially in the 
southern half of the state.

Stan Kohn, upland game man-
agement supervisor for the North 
Dakota Game and Fish Depart-
ment, said total pheasants were 
up 34 percent statewide from last 
year, brood observations were up 
26 percent, and average brood 
size was up 14 percent. However, 
pheasant numbers are still down 
roughly 40 percent from the peak 
years of 2003-08. The final sum-
mary is the result of 277 runs made 
along 99 brood routes across North 
Dakota.

This summer’s brood data sug-
gests much better production 
this spring than in 2008 and 2009. 
“Good nesting and brooding 
cover this spring, coupled with 
improved weather conditions, 
has increased nesting success and 
brood/chick survival,” Kohn said. 
“Consequently, more young birds 
will be added to the population 
this fall, improving pheasant num-
bers, especially in the southern 
half of the state.”

Statistics from southwestern 
North Dakota indicate both the 
number of broods and number of 
birds observed were up 30 percent 
from 2009. Observers counted 
19 broods and 165 birds per 100 
miles. The average brood size 
was six. “Brood numbers indicate 
the southwest will have the best 
pheasant numbers this fall,” Kohn 
said. “Though survey numbers are 
not at the level observed during 
the peak years of the mid 2000s, 
hunters in the southwest can 
expect to see good numbers of 
pheasants.”

Results from the southeast show 
10 broods and 76 birds per 100 
miles. The average brood size was 
5.2. “Hunters should find more 
pheasants in the southeastern part 
of the state than last fall, as an in-
crease in the number of broods and 
birds observed indicates about a 
30 percent increase in pheasant 
numbers,” Kohn said.

Statistics from the northwest in-
dicated seven broods and 48 birds 
per 100 miles. Average brood size 
was 5.1. “I expect the northwest 
will have about the same number 
of pheasants this fall as last year, 
as birds observed on the routes 
were unchanged from 2009 and 
the number of broods observed 
increased only 9 percent,” Kohn 
said.

The northeast district, generally 
containing secondary pheasant 
habitat with much of it lacking 
good winter cover, showed 1.3 
broods and 12 birds per 100 miles. 
Average brood size was 5.36. Both 
number of birds observed and 
number of broods recorded were 
down 30 percent. “This district is 
not known for its pheasant popu-
lation, but there will be local areas 
holding birds,” Kohn said.

The 2010 regular pheasant sea-
son opens Oct. 9 and continues 


