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Buy The Book

Yes, myths. For decades we’ve been  
hearing the same ol’ same ol’about  
grouse hunting. Sometimes ies true-

but sometimes anytbing is true in grouse hunt-
ing. Hey, if you hunted an airport runway hard 
enough, you might eventually flush a grouse 
from it.

Okay, maybe not. But if you’re in grouse 
country, grouse can literally be anywhere. Yeah, 
the old rule about how grouse prefer forearm-
sized (diameter) “Popples” is true. Yes they like 
overgrown apple orchards. But if you’re not 
hunting an area that has this stuff, then what? 
Are you just SOL?

Here are some grouse hunting myths or con-
ventional wisdom debunked.

GROUSE (AND WOODCOCK) PREFER A 
CERTAIN TYPE OF COVER

Bull. Grouse and woodcock do not prefer 
one certain type of cover, habitat, whatever you 
want to call it, to the exclusion of others. Else 
how do you explain seeing grouse walk out of 
an overgrown pine swamp onto a road? How 
do you explain flushing woodcock in mature 
hardwoods?

We’ve done it. You probably have more ex-
amples.

Grouse aren’t ONLY in forearm-sized pop-
ples. Grouse don’t ONLY like rock walls, apple 

trees and thornapples in old farms. C’mon - these 
forest chickens are adaptable critters. (If you’re 
somehow offended at that “forest chickens” 
term, don’t be: That’s what they are! Plus they 
have a relative ... maybe you’ve heard of it: the 
prairie chicken.)

You can find forest chickens anywhere - lit-
erally - you have the trifecta of grouse necessi-
ties: gravel (number one), cover from predators 
(number two) and food (number three).

The name of the game is finding, in the par-
ticular area you happen to be hunting, where 
there’s more grouse than in other areas. Then 

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we 
offer you seven pages from this book to decide 

if you want to do buy the book!

Thanks to Sasquatch Media we 
have offered you an excerpt from 
Serious Grouse Hunting by Jay C 

Kumar & Brendan T Haines 

Chapter 1
Grouse Hunting:
Myths Debunked

By Jay C Kumar & Brendan T Haines
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figuring out whether there’s 
a “pattern” -information you 
can apply to other areas-or if 
what you found is particular to 
that area, or if it’s just random 
dumb luck. (Luck happens ... 
we’ll take it!)

The flip side of this is that 
if you’re in the classic “ideal 
grouse cover” that’s discussed 
ad nauseum in hunting books 
and magazine articles, you 
might find a single grouse or 
a couple of grouse, but you 
won’t necessarily find the most 
grouse that are in that vicinity. 
Same for woodies: You can 
stomp around soggy alders all 
you want-sometimes they’ll be 
there, sometimes not.

We’ll leave you with these 
words from p. 51 of Dennis 
Walrod’s Grouse-Hunter ’s 
Guide, arguably the best semi-
recent book on grouse hunting 
(published in 1985): “Reams of 
data have revealed that ruffed 
grouse have some very specific 
food and shelter preferences, 
and that their behavior under 
certain circumstances is highly 
predictable. On the other hand, 
there are many exceptions.... 
You find grouse where they 
happen to be’

Yep.

GROUSE PREFER 
CERTAIN FOODS
Why is food the number-

three factor in our grouse trifec-
ta of factors? Because a grouse 
will eat literally anything it can 
put its beak on. We’re sure we 
haven’t come close to seeing it 

all, but we’ve seen some sur-
prising stuff in crops - like:

• Grouse passing up berries 
for leaves; 

• Slugs (what self-respect-
ing animal would eat a slug~!) 
even with berries and leaves 
available everywhere;

Substantially different items 
in crops from birds shot near 
each other.

We’ve found a widely vary-
ing relationship between what 
foods are available in a habitat 
/ cover-type and the number 
of birds there. Obviously there 
has to be food, but earlier in the 
season that food can be almost 
anything-which is why food 
is number three on the trifecta 
list. But as winter comes on and 
grouse’s food choices narrow, it 
becomes much more of a deter-
mining factor.

You might disagree about 
the importance of food relative 
to other factors, which is fine. 
But if you do we’re betting it’s 
because the number-one (grav-
el) and number-two (cover) 
factors are relatively constant 
where you hunt.

If you disagree because 
you’re a biologist or read a bi-
ologist study about preferred 
grouse foods-well, we’re hunt-
ers. We read that stuff too, but 
ultimately we have to go with 
what we observe firsthand.

Think about it this way: You 
might love a good steak or sushi 
or Tex-Mex or whatever, but we 
bet that if you’re hungry, you’re 
going to eat whatever’s avail-

able. Except maybe slugs.

YOU NEED A DOG

NO YOU DON’T. 
We occasionally hunt over 

dogs-mostly professional dogs-
but neither of us owns one 
(yet). And, most importantly, 
we don’t necessarily prefer to 
hunt with a dog.

First, two factors have to be 
solid for a dog if hunting over 
it is going to be a good experi-
ence:

1. The dog has to be mature 
and well - trained - or young 
and very well-trained.

2. You have to be where the 
birds are.

Hunting over a bad dog is 
the worst hunting experience 
you can have. Hunting over a 
good dog can be great, but not 
if you’re not where the birds 
are. In that way the dog is only 
as good a grouse-hunter as the 
handler.

With a dog you definitely-
maybe-have a better chance of 
putting up whatever birds are 
in a, say, 40-yard-wide swath 
going through the woods. But 
a dog isn’t a vacuum cleaner- It 
will miss some birds,

If you don’t have a dog you’ll 
of course miss some birds too, 
but we’ve found that sometimes 
grouse will hold better (and 
therefore flush better) for people. 
Not always, but it’s definitely 
different than with a dog.

And hunting with a dog 
might make you a little lazier, 
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maybe a little less-inclined to 
put yourself and even the dog 
where the grouse are. Walking a 
remote logging road is fun and 
all, but that’s not necessarily 
where the most birds are.

Bird dogs are great. Some-
times they’re much more than 
great. But you definitely don’t 
need one to find, flush and 
shoot grouse. However, you do 
need to be able to walk. And 
shoot.

SMALL-GAUGE 
GUNS ARE BEST
People use small-gauge 

guns when grouse hunting 
because these guns weigh less, 
and grouse hunting can require 
a lot of walking and busting 
through insane cover, In other 
words, it makes sense to have 
a lighter gun. But small-gauge 
guns weigh less because they’re 
smaller-thus the shells they 
take are smaller, contain fewer 
pellets and therefore put fewer 
pellets in the air compared to 
larger-bore guns.

So let’s see: You’re hunt-
ing the most wily game bird 
in North America. It scares the 
crap out of you when it flushes, 
and your first shot (unless 
you’re seasoned) is when the 
bird is 10 feet away and at the 
next shot the bird can be 25 or 
30 yards away. Most of the time 
all kinds of brush and trees are 
between you and the bird,

So does it make sense to put 
as many pellets in the air as you 

can, or not? About 346 pellets 
will be in a 20 ga hunting load 
(1 ounce) of 7.5s. Bump up to a 
12 ga load (1 1/8-ounces, also 
a 2 3/4” shell) and you get 389 
pellets. That’s 20 to 40 more 
chances to bring down that 
bird.

This is why Brendan typi-
cally hunts with a 12 ga AYA 
SxS. Jay hunts with a 20 ga. 
Browning Citori O/U. Why the 
20 ga? “Because I like it better 
than my 16 and I haven’t found 
the right 12 yet” he says.

Obviously he’s not looking 
hard enough though the trend 
has been toward lighter-gauge 
upland guns. Maybe we can 
change that trend.

Oh yeah: Brendan puts 
more birds on the ground than 
Jay. Surprised?

A FEW MORE, 
DEBUNKED

Grouse Usually are Loners 
...

... except for the early-fall 
brood dispersal, when fam-
ily groups are together, and 
winter, when they can group 
up again. That’s been written 
many times. Our opinion: May-
be. Might depend where you 
hunt. Where we hunt, we’ve 
seen that about a third to half 
the time-or maybe a quarter to 
a third-you’ll find one grouse 
with or near another.

Grouse Wont Run

This is an old wives tale 
that we assume has died out by 
now. Grouse are runners. They 
prefer to run, especially from 
fourlegged canines. Sometimes 
woodcock run too.

More?

We’re sure more grouse 
hunting myths will be de-
bunked. Maybe they already 
have: Do you have any ex-
amples? If so, let us know at 
SeriousBirdHunting.com.

TAKEAWAYS
1. Don’t accept conventional 

grouse hunting wisdom as 
gospel.

2. If there’s one rule in grouse 
hunting it’s that there’s at least 
one exception to every rule.

Something extraordinary 
is continually popping up in 
grouse bunting, and even af-
ter four decades of that one 
hesitates to sketch the picture 
in lasting black-and-white lest 
some detail is found to require 
revision after the very next 
trip.

—William Harnden Foster,

New England Grouse Sboot-
ing, p. xvii

Serious Grouse Hunting  By Jay 
C Kumar & Brendas T Haines 

Reprinted with permission 
Copyrights  Sasquatch Media 2010
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There you are walking  
through the woods  
when you find your 

dog becomes a little too curi-
ous at the base of a tree. What 
could it be? A squirrel? Nope, 
they’d be up the tree. A bunny? 
maybe... Oh No! It’s Quilled 
Terror!

A porcupine and it has left 
it’s mark on your dog. Now 
what? This was my case with 
Ener.

Step 1: As with anything 
in life, Don’t Panic! An extra 
ten minutes with quills in their 
snout might make the point 
that next time a porky should 
be give the right of way. 

Step 2: The quills will need 
to be removed, take out your 
wire cutters and pliers and start 
the job... or if your like me they 
can be found at home an hour 
away. Next year I am going to 
pick-up a small tackle box to 
leave in the truck with emer-
gency stuff too large to take 
on the hunt. A pliers and wire 
cutters will be in that kit.

Quilled Terror!!!
Removing Porcupine Quills from an Idiot!

By Dennis Guldan

Step 3: Hold down the idiot 
dog and use your wire cutters 
to cut the ends off the quills, 
making sure to leave plenty 
left to pull out. This lets out the 
air and makes them easier to 
remove. Ener did not like this 
part, but then she realized they 
hurt less after.

Step 4: Now take the pliers 
and pull out the cut quills. I 
found in Eners case Ellen held 
her and I quickly grabbed a 

Porcupine Quills

quill, Ener did the pulling. And 
amazingly the more we pulled, 
though she barked, she came 
back to get more removed.
Step 5: Let your dog heal, apply 
disinfectant if you must. I didn’t 
and there was very little blood.

Sometimes 
Noseyness 
turns into 
Nastyness
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Vets Corner

Is there a pet 
population problem?

Every year, millions of 
unwanted dogs and cats, in-
cluding puppies and kittens, 
are needlessly euthanized. The 
good news is that every pet 
owner can make a difference. 
By having your dog or cat sur-
gically sterilized, you will do 
your part to prevent the birth 
of unwanted puppies and kit-
tens and enhance your pet’s 
health and quality of life.

What about pet 
behavior and pet 

reproduction?
Contrary to what some 

people believe, getting preg-
nant — even once — does 
not improve the behavior of 
female dogs and cats. In fact, 
the mating instinct may lead 
to undesirable behaviors and 
result in undue stress on both 
the owner and the animal. 
Also, while some pet owners 
may have good intentions, 
few are prepared for the work 
involved in monitoring their 
pet’s pregnancy, caring for the 
puppies or kittens and locating 
good homes for them.

What is surgical 
sterilization?

During surgical steriliza-
tion, a veterinarian removes 
certain reproductive organs. 
If your cat or dog is a female, 
the veterinarian will 
usually remove her 
ovaries, fallopian 
tubes, and uterus. 
The medical name 
for this surgery is an 
ovariohysterectomy, 
although it is com-
monly called “spay-
ing.” If your pet is 
a male, the testicles 
are removed and the 
operation is called an 
orchiectomy, com-
monly referred to as 
castration or simply 
“neutering.”

While both spay-
ing and neutering 
are major surgical 
procedures, they are also the 
most common surgeries per-
formed by veterinarians on cats 
and dogs. Before the procedure, 
your pet is given a thorough 
physical examination to ensure 
that it is in good health. Gen-
eral anesthesia is administered 
during the surgery and medi-

cations are given to minimize 
pain. You will be asked to keep 
your pet calm and quiet for a 
few days after surgery as the 
incision begins to heal.

What are the benefits 
to society of spaying 

and neutering?
Both surgeries prevent un-

wanted litters and eliminate 
many of the behavioral prob-
lems associated with the mating 
instinct.

What are the benefits 
to spaying 
my female 

pet?
Female dogs 

e x p e r i e n c e  a 
“heat” cycle ap-
proximately every 
six months, de-
pending upon the 
breed. A female 
dog’s heat cycle 
can last as long 
as 21 days, dur-
ing which your 
dog may leave 
blood stains in the 
house and may 
become anxious, 
short-tempered 

and actively seek a mate. A fe-
male dog in heat may be more 
likely to fight with other female 
dogs, including other females 
in the same household.

Spaying & Neutering
From the American Veterinary Medical Association

Grouse Dogs by Richard Weaver 
Reprinted with permission 

Copyrights  Countrysport Press 2005
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Spaying eliminates heat 
cycles and generally reduces 
the unwanted behaviors that 
may lead to owner frustration 
and, ultimately, a decision to 
relinquish the pet to a shelter. 
Most importantly, early spay-
ing of female dogs and cats can 
help protect them from some 
serious health problems later 
in life such as uterine infections 
and breast cancer.

What are the benefits 
of neutering my male 

pet?
At maturity (on average, 6 

to 9 months of age), male dogs 
and cats are capable of breed-
ing. Both male dogs and cats 
are likely to begin “marking” 
their territories by spraying 
strong-smelling urine on your 
furniture, curtains, and in other 
places in your house. Also, giv-
en the slightest chance, intact 
males may attempt to escape 
from home and roam in search 
of a mate. Dogs and cats seek-
ing a female in heat can become 
aggressive and may injure 
themselves, other animals or 
people by engaging in fights. 
Roaming animals are also more 
likely to be hit by cars.

Neutering male dogs and 
cats reduces the breeding in-
stinct and can have a calming 
effect, making them less in-
clined to roam and more con-
tent to stay at home. Neutering 
your male pet can also lessen 
its risk of developing prostate 
disease and testicular cancer.

Are there risks 
associated with the 

surgery?
Like any surgical procedure, 

sterilization is associated with 
some anesthetic and surgical 
risk, but the overall incidence 
of complications is very low. 
Because changes in concentra-
tions of reproductive hormones 
may affect your pet’s risk of 
developing certain diseases and 
conditions in the future, your 
veterinarian will advise you on 
both the benefits and risks of 
the sterilization procedure.

What is the best age 
to spay or neuter my 

pet?
Consult with your veteri-

narian about the most appro-
priate time to spay or neuter 
your pet based upon its breed, 
age and physical condition. 
Keep in mind that, contrary to 
popular belief, it is NOT best 
to wait until your female dog 
or cat has gone through its first 
heat cycle.

Will the surgery affect 
my pet’s disposition 

or metabolism?
The procedure has no effect 

on a pet’s intelligence or ability 
to learn, play, work or hunt. 
Most pets tend to be better be-
haved following the surgery, 
making them more desirable 
companions. Also, this surgery 
will not make your pet fat. 
Feeding your pet a balanced 
diet and providing regular ex-

ercise will help keep your pet 
at a healthy weight and prevent 
the health risks associated with 
obesity. Ask your veterinarian 
to advise you on the best diet 
and exercise plan for each stage 
of your pet’s life.

Is the expense for the 
surgery really worth 

it?
Yes! This is a one-time ex-

pense that can dramatically im-
prove your pet’s quality of life 
and prevent some frustrations 
for you. If you are still uncer-
tain whether or not to proceed 
with the surgery, consider the 
expense to society of collecting 
and caring for all the unwanted, 
abused, or abandoned animals 
being housed in shelters.

Having your pet spayed or 
neutered is a part of responsible 
pet ownership.

This information has been 
prepared as a service by the 
American Veterinary Medical 
Association. Redistribution is 
acceptable, but the document’s 
original content and format 
must be maintained, and its 
source must be prominently 
identified.
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Pauline Rupp of Saint  
Petersburg, Fla., had  
only seen one other 

river otter in her area in the 14 
years she’s lived there.

But Pauline and her 3-year-
old Golden retriever, Sadie, got 
an up close and personal look at 
another otter last month during 
a late night walk through the 
neighborhood. “Sadie’s always 
investigating other people’s 
gardens,” Pauline said, “but 
that night she started barking 
at a neighbor ’s bush along 
our route.” As Sadie went to 
investigate what was causing 
the bush to rustle, her barks 
changed to yelps. “She took 
her head out of the bush, and 
she had this… thing, hanging 
off her face,” Pauline said. “It 
was so dark that I didn’t know 
what it was.”

Once Sadie had backed 
far enough out into the street 
light, Pauline saw that a 20 to 
25-pound otter had clamped 
onto Sadie’s nose and wasn’t 
letting go. “I didn’t have any-
thing with me but a retractable 
leash,” Pauline said, “so I didn’t 
really have anything to get the 
otter off Sadie’s nose, and I 
didn’t want to be bitten myself.” 
Eventually, Pauline swung the 
handle end of the leash at the 
otter’s head, and the resulting 
jolt was enough to make it let 
go. The otter scurried back into 
the bush, and Pauline took a 
shaken Sadie back home where 
Pauline cleaned the injuries to 
the retriever’s nose.

Sadie’s veterinarian pre-
scribed antibiotics to prevent 
a bacterial infection and gave 
Sadie a rabies booster. “Oh, she 
hasn’t learned her lesson,” Pau-
line said with a laugh. “She’s 
still poking her head in bushes, 
and she recently got her head 
stuck in a gopher hole – that the 
gopher was still in.”

Pauline’s claim for Sadie’s 
otter incident was one of more 
than 80,000 claims received in 
the month of July by Veterinary 
Pet Insurance Co. (VPI), the 
nation’s oldest and largest 
oldest and largest provider of 

pet health insurance. Pauline’s 
claim was considered along 
with other uncommon medical 
claims submitted in July and 
selected by VPI as the most 
unusual of the bunch.

As the most unusual claim 
submitted in July, Pauline’s 
claim will be placed in the run-
ning for the 2011 VPI Hambone 
AwardSM. Each month, VPI 
employees nominate the most 
interesting claim submitted, 
and in August 2011, the com-
pany will ask the public to vote 
for the most unusual claim of 
the year. The VPI Hambone 
Award is named in honor of 
a VPI-insured dog that got 
stuck in a refrigerator and ate 
an entire Thanksgiving ham 
while waiting for someone to 
find him. The dog was eventu-
ally found, with a licked-clean 
hambone and a mild case of 
hypothermia.

Honorable mentions in July 
included a mixed-breed dog 
that survived a bobcat attack, 
a Yorkie that was bitten by a 
squirrel, a Labrador retriever 
that ate a 1-pound bag of rice, 
an Italian greyhound with a 
case of poison ivy, a beagle 
that took a scorpion sting to 
the mouth, and a poodle that 
snacked on a pile of gasoline 
and oil-soaked dirt. All pets 
considered for the award made 
full recoveries and received 
insurance reimbursements for 
eligible expenses. Stories and 
pictures of the Hambone Award 
nominees are at www.VPIHam-
boneAward.com.

Golden Retriever’s Health Insurance Claim 
Otter Than Most Nation’s Largest Pet Insurer 

Selects Most Unusual July Claim

Extreme Dogs
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Pro Dog Trainer Chad 
Hines Discovers New 

Ways To Train 

Chad Hines of Wil 
low Creek Kennels  
is one of D.T. Sys-

tems top Pro Trainers.  He has 
developed a new training tech-
nique that has greatly increased 
the performance of the upland 
dogs he is training.

“Dummy Launchers have 
been used for some time in the 
retrieving community,” says 
Hines.  “Recently, we have 
been using them in our up-
land training as well. We have 
found dummy launchers to be 
extremely beneficial in increas-
ing prey drive and marking 
ability.”

In the spring of 2010 Wil-
low Creek Kennels visited fel-
low Orvis endorsed training 
and breeding facility, Wildrose 
Kennels in Oxford, MS. Chad 
and other trainers from Willow 
Creek were amazed to see the 
British labs at Wildrose pick 
a bumper in a flight pen with 
over 80 pigeons and pheasants 
flying around them. This idea 
transpired into firing a dummy 
launcher in line with a flushed 
bird, which a pointing dog 

had found and pointed.  Chad 
found with proper training, 
dogs will mark the dummy as 
if it were a downed bird.

Chad starts by giving the 
dog the “whoa” cue.  Next, he 
fires a light blank without a 
bird present. If the dog retrieves 
the dummies well, this step in 
training will be very easy. He 
plays this game until the dog 
will retrieve the bumper in any 
situation.  They never fire the 
bumper unless the dog is suc-
cessful with the “whoa” cue. 
The fired dummy is positive 
reinforcement for a properly 
executed “whoa”.  This process 
is similar to our use of Positive 
Reinforcement Pigeons which 
strengthens our dog’s “whoa” 
using positive reinforcement.

“Next, we transition to re-
trieving a dummy with a bird 
present. To accomplish this, we 
put a bird out and bring the 
dog in to point it.” Chad says.  
“We then flush the bird and let 
the dog chase it. When the dog 
returns, we “whoa” them, and 
fire the dummy. This adds a 
great middle step between hav-

ing no birds present to being 
able to walk in, flush the bird, 
fire the launcher in line with 
the bird, and our dog will mark 
and retrieve the dummy. This 
process allows us to provide a 
positive reinforcement retrieve 
on every job well done.”

“The D.T. Super-Pro Dum-
my Launcher is the perfect tool 
for this training.   The launcher 
is easy to use and sends the 
dummy as far as we need for 
any situation,” says Hines.  
“We have shot thousands of 
loads through our Super-Pro 
launchers and they keep per-
forming.”

There is a big difference 
between a hand thrown bum-
per and a bumper fired from a 
launcher. The increased speed 
of a fired bumper stimulates 
prey drive. Being predators, 
dogs naturally will chase any-
thing that tries to get away.

“When we first start our 
launcher introduction we use 
a light blank and fire it low 
creating a bouncing, rolling 
bumper that most pups can-
not resist,” says Hines. “This 
bounding dummy is a great 
way to develop retrieving and 
prey desire in any dog. It is very 
important to fire away from 
the dog because the dummy 
needs to appear to be trying 
to get away and not attack the 
dog. To increase prey drive, we 
create situations where birds 
and dummies try to escape the 
grasp of the dog.”

Before starting to train with 
a dummy launcher, be sure to 
have a proper gun introduction 

New Training Techniques
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for the dog and use an assistant 
in the beginning to distance the 
dog from the launcher.   This 
will decrease the chance of 
having gun problems with the 
dog.

Chad has found he can 
greatly increase the marking 
ability of dogs using this train-
ing method.  He starts with 
light blanks and easy marks. In 
all dog training, the smaller the 
steps taken, the faster and easier 
we get there.  He then, slowly 
adds difficulty to the marks 
and increase the distance by 
using heavier charged blanks. 

In Willow Creek’s training 
program, they try to replicate 
everything from a high-flying 
snow goose mark in the open 
to a low flying woodcock in an 
aspen thicket. The D.T. Super-
Pro dummy launcher makes all 
these scenarios possible.

The innovation of the dum-
my launcher has greatly ben-
efited Willow Creek’s training 
program. Dummy launchers 
allow them to increase prey 
drive, marking ability in water-
fowl and upland training, and 
reward our dogs positively for a 
job well done even when shoot-

ing birds isn’t an option.

C h a d  s a y s ,  “ D u m m y 
launchers can be great tools 
for training and playing with 
your dog-just remember to in-
troduce your dog properly to 
gunfire and enjoy time spent a 
field with your dog.”

For more information on 
Willow Creek’s training meth-
ods,   please visit their website 
at www.willowcreekkennels.
net

Chad Hines of Willow Creek Kennels of Little Falls, MN
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Bird Management

The decision by the  
U.S. Fish and Wild 
life Service (FWS) 

that the Gunnison Sage-Grouse 
is warranted for inclusion on 
the Endangered Species List 
but precluded because of other 
considerations is another dis-
appointing non-action by the 
agency charged with protecting 
the nation’s wildlife, according 
to American Bird Conservancy 
(ABC).

 “The Gunnison Sage-
Grouse numbers fewer than 
4,000 birds and occupies only 
about 10 percent of its historic 
range.   Placing this bird on the 
Candidate List for endangered 
species protection at some un-
named point is an abdication 
of responsibility,” said ABC 
President George Fenwick

“Right now there are 250 
species on the ESA Candidate 
List, some of which have been 
there for 30 years. This decision 
simply perpetuates the status 
quo with no expectation of a 
different outcome,” Fenwick 
said.

ABC has called for the ESA-
listing of the Gunnison Sage-

Grouse, most recently in its 
new book “The American Bird 
Conservancy Guide to Bird 
Conservation,” described as the 
most authoritative book on bird 
conservation ever published.   
The Gunnison Sage-Grouse is 
listed as globally endangered 
under IUCN-World Conserva-
tion Union criteria.

In March, 2010, FWS de-
cided that a similar bird, the 
Greater Sage-Grouse, was also 
warranted for inclusion on 
the Endangered Species List 
but also precluded from list-
ing for now.  The Gunnison 
Sage-Grouse is characterized 
by a smaller body size than its 
relative, with unique plumage. 
It is found only in six or seven 
counties in Colorado, and one 
in Utah. The Gunnison Basin 
in Colorado comprises over 
half the species’ entire world 
range.

The Gunnison Sage-Grouse 
uses different habitats for breed-
ing, nesting, brood-rearing, and 
wintering at various times of 
the year. Breeding ground habi-
tat is dominated by low, open 
vegetation with sagebrush ar-
eas. Nesting takes place within 
the sagebrush community. 

Brood-rearing habitat is along 
the edges of and into meadows 
and riparian areas with a large 
grass component and a high 
percentage of forbs. Winter 
habitat is determined primarily 
by snow depth. Sage-grouse eat 
only sagebrush leaves during 
the winter and often can only 
find exposed plants in drain-
ages with specific characteris-
tics. Other areas used during 
the winter include wind-swept 
mesas and ridge tops. For the 
grouse, all these habitats are 
important.

The pressing threats to the 
Gunnison Sage-Grouse contin-
ue to be the loss, degradation, 
and fragmentation of habitat 
from various land uses and the 
use of ATVs. ABC and other 
conservation groups are call-
ing on FWS and the Bureau of 
Land Management to develop 
a regional management plan 
for Sage Grouse to address the 
multiple management chal-
lenges protecting the species’ 
vast but fragile habitat.

 American Bird Conser-
vancy (www.abcbirds.org) 
conserves native birds and 
their habitats throughout the 
Americas by safeguarding the 
rarest species, conserving and 
restoring habitats, and reduc-
ing threats while building ca-
pacity of the bird conservation 
movement. ABC is a 501(c)(3) 
not-for-profit membership or-
ganization that is consistently 
awarded a top, four-star rat-
ing by the independent group, 
Charity Navigator. 

Gunnison Sage Grouse ‘Warranted 
but Precluded’ Decision Another 

Disappointment, Says Leading Bird 
Conservation Group


